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The \Wason/ Springfield SeamPower Bl ocks are |ocated on Lynan and Taylor Streets in the
former manufacturing district of Springfield comonly referred to as the North Bl ocks.
Several blocks north of the main commercial district, this area was devel oped for

manuf act uring because of i tsproximty to the train depot. The area behind and

between the buildings is aservice alley. Atwostory intrusionat the northern

comer of the bl ock has been excluded. The Wason/ Springfield S eamPower Bl ocks
consist of three brick buildings which date fromthe 1870's and 80's. Two of the
structures, the Powers Block andthe Bryan Bl ock face northwest on Lynan Street

(Nos. 27-37 and 39-43 respectively) while the third building faces southeast on

Taylor Street (Nos. 26-50) directly south of the Lynan Street bl ocks.

The Powers Bl ock was designed i n 1873 as the warehouse and paper nanufactory of the
Powers Paper Gonpany. The five-story structure was designed by the Springfield firm
of Perkins and Gardner and was 50 feet wide and 100 feet deep. An 1881 addition

to the southwest of the original building expanded the building width to 160 feet.

Desi gned by either Jason Perkins or EG Grdner, who by then had established separate
firms, the addition natches the original to give the appearance of a single facade.

A sixthstory was added to the building, around 1910.

The Powers Block is 13 bays wi de and 13 bays deep. Thewest hal f of the ground fl oor
el evation facing Lynan Street retains the original raised entrance with decorated
cast iron colums, agranite cornice andlarge ﬁl ate glass w ndows, whilethe
eastern hal f has been divided into twotwentieth century storefronts with entrances
at grade. At the second through fifth stories, large Indiana |inestone lintels
connect to formcourses across the facade. The piers between each bay have four
panel s of brick set at a 45 degree angle to forma decorative relief. All of the
w ndows have two-over-two |ights. The sixthstory is divided into six three-

w ndow bays, franed by narrow stone sills and a stone string course in place of
lintels. Each bay consists of three two-over-two lights. Thebuilding is capped
by ayellowhbrick parapet with red brick coping.

The sout hwest el evation has a uniformpattern of segnental arched w ndows with
raised voisseurs andarchivolts andnarrow stone sills. This treatnent still
existson the ground floor andin half wndows inthe granite basement. Al | openings
have two-over-two |ights.

The Cark W Bryan Gonpany Bl ock (Nos. 39-43 Lynan) stands northeast of the Powers
Block. Itis afour-story brick block designed in 1889 for the Bryan Conpany. A
two-bay addition was constructed to the northeast of the original within the next

few years. The facade i s eight bays wide andis capped by wi de cornice with elaborate
brick corbelling. Theraised storefronts with granite trimhave been partially
conceal ed and altered by twentieth century nodifications. Abovethe first floor,

the building retains itsoriginal appearance. At each story, the w ndows have narrow
rough-hewn granite sill courses and wider lintel courses. The piers between bays

are treated with narrow stone bases and caps where they abut the lintels and sills.

All w ndow have two-over-two |ights.
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The Springfield SeamPower Gonpany' s Taylor Street Block (Nos. 26-50 Taylor) was con-
structed in 1875t 0 designs of Jason Perkins. The building features fireproof walls
whi ch divide the block into 50-foot sections. |toriginally extended 75 feet further
to the northeast than at present. The construction of the Post Office on Dnght Street
in 1930 retiui red renoval of the endportion of the block. The northeast elevation and
approximately 50 feet of the Taylor Street elevationwere redesigned at that time.

The Dbrick block isthree storieshigh, 26 bays wide and 9 bays deep. The facade i s
divided into three-bay sections, eachwith a separate raised entrance. Sone of the
original recessed first floor entrances above raised basenents have been modified in
this century. The bays are divided by brick piers which extend to the cornice. The
fenestration at the upper stories consists of segmental arched openings with row ock
arches and snooth granite sills. This isalso found onthe original portions of the
ground floor. Beloweachsill is arowof bricks set at a 45 degree angle. The cor-
belled cornice rises above a frieze decorated with a recessed cruciformnmotif. The
1930 facade at the eastern endof the buildingis five bays wide with an entrance i n
the westernnmost bay, followed by two paired-w ndow bays and two tripl e-w ndow bays.
Concrete patterns inthe brickwork above the second floor andin the parapet are used
as decorative detailing. At the northeast rear coner, there is abrick stack and a
one-story brick additionwhich houses the power plant.

The Véson/ Springfield SteamPower Bl ocks are presently undergoing adaptive reuse as
a mgjor in-town housing devel opnent. ;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wason/ Springfiel d S eamPower Bl ocks possess integritr of location, design, setting,
mat erial s, worknanship, feeling andassociation. The buildings are associatedwith
events that nade a significant contribution tothecity's history; they areassociated
with the [ives of promnent |ocal businessmen; andthe buildings enody distinctive
characteristics of atype, period and nethod of construction typical of the North

Bl ocks during its rise as amanufacturing district.

The Wason/ Springfield SeamPower Bl ocks are significant fortheir role inthecontinued
row h and devel opnent of the North Blocks as a commercial /manufacturing district
uring the 1870's and 80's. The Bl ocks were devel oped by the J. W Vdson Car

and later by the Springfield SteamPover t 0 encourage the growth of incubator
industries inthecity. The Bl ocks were huilt to house prom nent businesses as wel |
as grow ng young conpanies. Prine tenants included the Powers Paper Gonpany, O ark

W Bryan * o, Publishers andthe Davis Level and Tool Gonpany. Architecturally, these
bl ocks are representative of the quality design and workmanshi p vdiich characterized

the North Bl ocks manufacturing district.

The devel oprent of Springfield s North Blocks i nthe 1860's and 70" s provi ded an oppor -
tunity for nany smal |l manufacturers and tradesnen t o establish thenselves in close
proximty tothetrain station. Springfield s role as atrading center depended heavily
on its location at the junction of the Boston and Albany and Springfield-Hartford Rail-
roads. Land inthevicinity of therailroad station was drained, streets were laid

out, and snal | wood and brick shops were built inthe 1850's. Lynan and Tayl or Streets,
the twostreets nearest to the railroad, played aparticularly keyrole i nthis devel op-
nent pattem Ne |, M . -1

early conpanies on Lynan Street was the shop of J. W Véson, an enterprising young
railroad car builder. Véson's propertygrewfroma single wooden shed i n 1853 to0 a
large brick manufacturing building by 18/0. The conpany becane wor | d famous for its
quality railroad cars and nade Springfield a | eader 1 nthe railroad car industry.
In 1860, it was the first American conpany t o export cars to other countries. By
1872, the Vdson Gonpany had outgrown its space and noved t o a sixteen acre industrual
and residential area of the city known as Brightwood, The Vdson retained
ownership of the Lynan/ Tayl or Street properties andrented themto small manufacturers.

In 1873, the Vdson Qonpany constructeda five-story brick bl ock on Lynan Street for
the Povers Paper Gonpany. Lewis J. Powers, president of the conpany, was a self-nade
nan \Aio had wor ked hi s way up fromselling newspapers at the train depot to the head
of alarge conpany. |n 1879 he becane t he youngest nayor inthe Cty's history and
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ves acclained for his liberal |eadership durinﬂ his two terns inoffice. H also served
on the Board of Aldermen and vwas a nenfer of the Governor's Council for two years.
Powers al so was active incivic affairs. H served as a president of the Connecticut

R ver Paper Gonpany, was a director of Massachusetts Mitual Life |nsurance Gonpany, the
Hanpden Savings Bank and the Union Trust Conpany.

The Powers Paper ves involved inthe sale of paper, stationary, notions and
newspapers as wel | as the manufacturing of papers and pencils. The conpany had branch
offices inNw York, Sn Fancisco, Baltimore, Philadelphia and Chicago and was a de-
signated agent for the G asgow Paper Gonpany which did over $750,000 i n annual sal es.

A fire in 1875 levelled nost of the remaining buildings of the oldJ. W Véson :
The conpany qui ckly announced plans to huild a three-story brick block on Taylor Street,
divided into 50-foot sections for separate tenants. This block (No. 26-50 Tayl or
Street) house<i nunerous snal | conPanl es whi ch devel oped from incubator industriesto
promnent [ocal firms. Anong early tenants inthe buildingwere the Davis Level and
Tool Qonpany, C(heney Bigel ow Wre Vorks and the Bems Gr . The Davis Level

and Tool G)rm)an?/ occupies |arge quarters inthe buildingused tor the manufacture of
hardware specialists, machinists tools and railway supplies. The Cheney BigelowWre
Vér ks, which later noved t o another conpany buildingon the south side of Taylor Street,
patented the Dandy Rol |, which was used to produce water narks on fine papers. The
Bems Gar patented an itemto elimnate friction incar viieel journals which

ves used by all the principal horse railroadsinthe country,

In 1881, the owners of the Vdson Gonpany formed a new conpany, the Springfield Seam
Power Gonpany, to supply power to the manufactures inthe Lynman-Tayl or Streets area.

The transfer of real estate to the new conpany, v*ich had the sane directorsas the
Vdson Gonpany, ves reported to be the |argest single real estate transactionin the
city's history. The SpringfieldSeamPower Gonpany installed a central steampower
supply v*iich could generate enough power to supply a densely devel oped manufacturing
area. They advertised that they woul d erect additional bulldings as rapidly as tenents
(igrzrgnded. The conpany ret ai ned ownership of the buildings inthe block through the

'S,

The Aark W Bryan Publishing G)rm)an?/ ves one of the conpanies vshich contracted with
the Springfield SeamPower Gnpany for a brick block inthe late 1880's. The present
building at Nos. 39-43 Lynan Street was built for themin 188. Qark W Bryan cane
to S r|n%f|eld|n 1853 as a partner with Sanuel Bowes inthe Sanuel Bow es

whi ch published the "Springfield Republican". Vien the partnership disbanded in 1873,
Bowt es retained the newspaper publishing and Br?]/an acquired the printing and binding
departments. Bryan expanded hi s conpany over the next twenty years, primrily in

the field of journals. Bryan established the nagazi ne Paper Wrld in 1880, a trade
journal with international circulation7~andthe popular Gdod Houskeeping in 1885
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Library Bulliten and Anateur Gardeni ng were other wel | -known journals published by
the conpany.

The buildings arealso significant architecturally. They are renaining exanpl es of the
tB?/plcaI brick manufacturing blocks of the 1870's and 80 svdiich once filled theNorth
ocks area. They arefireproof buildings designed by local architects andrepresenta-
tive of popul ar vernacul ar designs. The buildings on Lynan Street were particularly
decorative intheir lavish use of granite trimand cast-iron storefronts. The design
of the Powers Block was considered t obe "the nost conmodi ous and best apBoi nt ed paper
war ehouse i n New England”. 1 The functional design of theTaylor Street block reflects
its use as a starting place for small businesses t oestablish thonselves. Wththe
exception of certain storefront alterations, thebuildings retain their original
design and feeling and serve as remnders of theNorth Bl ocks' former role as one of
the city's primary manufacturing districts.

1. The Paper Wrld, Cark Bryan Gx Springfield, 1882, pp 11-13.
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