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7. Description

(Check One) :
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CONDITION (Check One) : (Check One) . -
[ Altered B Unoitered ] Moved E Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This selected 200 acre plus tract is part of the Ringwood State
Park Recreation Region. The site has particular beauty, being
located in a sylvan glen through which courses the Wanaque River.
Formerly the stream was known as the Long Pond River from the early
name for Greenwood Lake, The water cascades over rocky bed and down
a small waterfall into a very deep pool known as the "Mine Hole",
‘This stream is the one which once powered the Long Pond Furnace,
with the help of a canal and sluiceway.

The earliest recorded description lists the structures on the sitd in 1768
as: one furnace, one forge with four fires and two hammers, one saw
mill, two large coal houses, 3 frame houses, 6 log houses, one store
house, one horse stable, and one blacksmith shop. Furnace One, built
in 1768; was excavated in 1963, The second furnace is partly fallen
and"the third furnace (1862) is a tower of rubble after being struck
by lightening. The Westman Kiln, an innovation in iron manufacturing,
is quite intact. The waterwheels are fairly complete except that
vandals set fire to them in 1957, causing severe charring., The
massive stone foundation for the 50 feet waterwheels, which were
never installed after being provided for, &s complete.

33

The frame ironmasters house of the Hewitt era (1853) remains
< as does another frame house and a stone double house - all
habitable, From the early period stone walls of the orijpinal

store remain, fundations of the "long House", and an inhabited
stone house exist. On the Greenwood Lake Turnpike is another ateone
building which is the headquarters of the Northern Jersey Highlands
Historical Society and may be a colonial building.
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Along with the existing structure are many foundations of
former buildings. Among these are a 19th century saw mill, several .
workers' cottages, a crumbling ice house, a tool shed, a blacksmith
shop, and two school houses. It is highly probsble that several
other foundation are yet to be found,

The entire site with the foregoing components should be
preserved :or future generations to study.
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{STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Industrye.

Peter Hasenclever built the Long Pond Iron Works in 1766, constructing
a dam 200 fest leng and over five feet high across the southern end of
the lake to assure s constant supply of water to the furnace., There was
one furnace, one forge, two coal houses, four fires, two blacksmith
shops, four frame houses, six log houses, one store, six collier houses,
one saw mill, and one horse stable, The furnace was not complete until
1768 and its capacity was 20 to 25 tons of pig iron per week. The elevatior
of the Long Pond furnace, which hejlped to keep the iron free from "damps",
made it superior to the Ringwood and Charlottesburg Furnaces.

Hasenclever, quite an innovative manager, was succeeded by Jeston
Humfray and later by Robert Ersklne. However, by 1778 the iromworks was

The property was bought in 1796 by John Travis and then sold
several times, when, in 1807, Martin Ryerson acquired Long Pond along
with. the Ringwood properties. shen Ryerson died in 1840 the Long Pond
forge had probably not been operating for some time.

A new period of activity began when the Ryerson heirs sold it,
with Ringwood, to Abram S. Hewitt in 1853. Hewitt and his partner,
Peter Cooper, intended to develop Long Pond into a major iron production
center,

By late 1862, with the aid of the Civil War, Long Pond had a
new furnace and was making "very superior iron",

Initially, business turned sharply downward after the war, but by
1868 the market had rev1ved. Productlon aversged about 54 tons of iron
per week,

Even with production up, costs were terribly high. Transportation
costs, equiptment repairs, wages, accidents, etc. kept profits at a
minimum, Furthermore, in 1868 Hewitt installed a Westman Kiln,costing
$10,000, that would remove all the sulphur from the iron, °

Despite the initial success of the kiln business remained poor

and by 1871 the blast had been taken out., ‘ (cont,)
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10. Geographical Data (cont.)
Verbal Description of Boundary

Beginning at the point of intersect of Greenwood Lake Turnpike and
Wanaque River proceed northwest following the road to the intersect
of Kast Shore Road (formerly the Montclair Railroad) and Greenwood
Lake Turnpike, Thence, continue north along East Shore Road until
the Wanaque River, the 500 foot contour, and the road nearly intersect.,
1t this pointproce:d southeast along the 500 foot contour to the
southernmost point of that contour. Thence, proceed South to the
Wanaque River. Thence, continue southeast along the river to the
point of beginning,
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8. Significance (cont,)

Hewitt decided that to survive he needed to increase efficiency
by reconversions and by 1872 work was proceeding in that line, The fin-
ancial panic of 1873 was to frustrate Hewitt's plans for Long Pond
and the ironworks was never seriously operated again.

In relation to the iron industry Long Pond was used over a span
of a great many years -- from Colonial days to post-Civil War, It is
unique in that it was a smelter for high grade magnatite and hematite
ores (Both Allaire and Batsto, also in New Jersey, used bog iron).

The educational and archeological potential of this area is
virtually unlimited as it has gone nearly untouched by any sort of
development since the late 19th century when the furnace was last
in operation.
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