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S| GNI FI CANCE

The Rea Putnam Fowl er House has integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, and workmanship i nitsFirst Period frame and surviving
original plaster cove cornice. The building therefore neets criterion C
The single cell plan with integral lean-to i srepresentative of a larger
nunber of First Period buildings, while thepresence of thelowend wall
girt on thechimey end, where head room was not a requirement, i s an
option apparently chosen by only a fewcarpenters of theperiod.

The plaster cove cornice i sone of thethree remaining i nthestudy area
and reflects a node of decorative embelishment which cane into fashionat
the close of theFirst Period. The slot for a door bolt cut intothe
frame itself was noted i nseveral other houses, al Ilocated i n northwest
Essex County towns.

EXTERI CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Rea Putnam Fowl er House i sa 2 1/2 story structure, 5 bays wide,
with lean-to extending on theeast toa Beverly jog. Originally a half
house with integral lean-to built c. 1700, t hehouse was enlarged c. 1725
by theaddition of t heeast rooms, again with integral lean-to. The
facade i smarked by a one story pilastered entrance porch of 18th or early
19th century constructiondate, and by a plaster cove cornice at the
eave. Fenestration i smulti-light sash wi ndows with simple frames
symmetrically placed on t he facade.

The slim central chimey i sa 19th century replacement of theoriginal. A
second chimey i nthelean-to was built i nthe20th century.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

In theoriginal (c.1700) part of thehouse on thewest theoak framei s
exposed through out, while i nthenewer (c.l1725) part thepine framei s
boxed. The left hand rooms are 19 1/2' square. The right hand roons are
15 1/2' wide. Joist spacing on both sides i s23-24" on centers. Joists
in theleft hand rooms are, according t otheowner, whitewashed,
indicating that they were originally exposed. The transverse sunmmer beam
in theleft hand (West) room has 2" wide flat chamfers and lanmb's tongue
stops. The summer beam i ssupported front and rear by posts with flat
chanfers and moul ded heads. I ntherear post i sfound a slot toreceive a
door bolt. Other beans have 1-1 1/2" wide flat chamfers, as do t he beans
in theoriginal portion of thelean-to.

In the9 wide |lobby, a portion of theoriginal endwall girt survives
next tothestairs. The girt, exhibiting pegs for studs 28" apart, was
set a foot or so lower than thegirt on theopposite end of t he house.

In theleft hand chanmber, thesumer ti ebeam has flat chanfers about 1
1/2" wide, a lanb's tongue stop at thefront left face, and taper stops
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el sewhere. The jow ed shape of the flat-chanfered posts reiteratesi n
| onger dinensions the shape of the posts below Theendtiebeamhas al
1/2" wide flat chanfer and lanb's tongue stops. The front andrear plates
have no chanfers The plates and end ti e beans have peg hole evidence of
rising braces. Thefront plate has a third pegjust nedial (?% t owhere
the braces are tied in. he addi ti onal pegnay Indicate thelocation of

the original w ndow studs.

In the attic the roof framng is of principal rafters and common purlins.
The character of theframng of the newer portion i s slightly different
than that of the old portion (purlins are shaped at the ends tofitinto
narrow trenches i nthe rafters, for exanple). Nail holes where studs were
toe-nailed tothe rafters at the original right endwall of the building
rovide further evidence that the building began as a single cell

ui I ding.
SI GNI FI CANT LATER FEATURES

The right hand room i s enbellished with well-executed Second Period raised
field paneling on the fireplace wall, andcrown noldings at t heti e beam
f2d2Po<= % iy NUAOMUAMAANREA exhibit sinple Federal Period
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ceilings. At A weaving m o place early plaster on the
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