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1 NAME
C OMMON:

Blackstone Canal
AN D/OR HISTORIC: -

ik LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

East of Route 122
onn:

STATE:

M ass.

COUNTY:

Worcester
FOR NPSUSE ONLY

JOZ2-

CQ:na.Districfcl —

CITY OR T :
Nor t hbridge, Uxbr idge .
STATE CODE COUNTY: ' - CODE
Mhass. 025 Worcester " . 027
i CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OW-NE[PSHLP A A STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
«  District . Building . Public Public Acquisition: | | Occupied Yes:
[3 sSite I« Structure . Private 11 In Process K1 Unoccupied . Restricted
. Obiecf S Both [XI Being Considered | | Preservation work Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural 1 | Government . Park 11 Transportotion i | Comments
1 | Commercial I | Industrial I | Private Residence g] Other (Specify)
0 Educational . Military 1 1 Religious Open Space
1 | Entertainment i | Museum . Scientific
_na_prasBnt_use
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
. . . . S
Multiple: public (town of Northbridg® and private M
STREET AND NUMBER; [¢o)
CITY OR TOWN:
I111iiGA TioN oF"LI6>X0E scRrIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Worcester County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Worcester Mass. 025
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of theHistoric Assets of t he Conmonweal t h 9.
DATE OF SURVEY: 1972 . Federal State I | County Q Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical ComisFii nn
STREET AND NUMBER;
Office of the Secretary, .gt~1-p Hnncip.
CITY OR TOWN: STATE;
Boston M ass. 025

N O



7. DESCRtPTION

(Check One)
Excellent S Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
E Altered . Unaltered . Moved S Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESE.NT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AP'PEARANCE
Vrhe section of the Blackstone Canal in Massachusetts was twenty-seven
and one-half mles long an d was conpleted in 1828. I t ran from the town of

Worcester i n a south/southeast direction through the Blackstone River Valley
and the towns of M llbury, Sutton, Grafton, Northbridge, Uxbridge and Mendon
At Mendon the canal joined itsRnhode Island counterpart and conpleted its
course to the headwaters of Narragansett Bay At Providence. The Blackstone
Valley is a low intervale area dom nated by the shallow (average depth 3 feelj)
and meandering Blackstone River. The source of the River is North Pond in
Worcester. As the River travels south, i tserves as a watershed for the val!l”ey
"he section of the Blackstone Canal herein submtted is 35 mles |ong
and located inthe towns of Uxbridge and Northbridge. \ Inthis section, the
Canal runs in a southerly direction and is [ocated west of the Blackstone
River and east of the Providence R (Route 122). W thin the proposed boundai |es,
the area on the inmmediate west side of the canal i s wooded and uninhabitedw-|e
the land on the east side i s wooded and marshy and characterized by the
meandering of the River. At the Northbridge-Uxbridge boundary line and south
of it,the river expands over a flood plain called Rice City Pond. Thus, the: m
area isina natural state and except for the canal, i thas suffered little m
from man-made intrusions
The proposed section begins in Northbridge forty yards north of Church
Street. At this point the canal trough wi dens along it swest enbanknentto
forma basin. Along the sectionin Northbridge and Uxbridge, the towpath is
on the east side of the canal and the horizontal bermor enbankment is on the:
west side. O the west enbankment, adjacent to the basin, isthe foundation 4

of a "trading house. Except for itsnorth wall, the trading house foundatior?
consists mainly of granite slabs set inthe ground enclosing an area approx-
imately 20° x30'. The north wall, which also is the basin enbanknent, is 4 n

high and is constructed of rough, irregular boulders. The basin extends the
length of the wall and is probably where the boats tied up while they |oaded

and unl oaded their freight. Adjoining the west end of the foundation is a 0
celler hole, 8 wde, 20 long and 4 deep, whose walls are constructed of Z
roughs irregularly sized boulders. 1In the canal trough opposite the trading

house foundation are the remains of a lock, consisting of several displaced
granite slabs, regular in size and shape.

Crossing under the Church Street Bridge, the canal runs south about 350 vyards
to a dirt road which crosses itspath. The canal begins again on the south

side of the road and continues 18 mles, until i tcomes to a pointin
Northbridge just northeast of a place known as Goat Hill (USGE Uxbridge, Mas”--
RI., 1953). At this point is located a canal lock intact except for sone

stones which have been dislodged fromthe top of itsgranite walls. Continuing
south the canal crosses the Northbiidge-Uxbridge town line and enters the

| ower end of the.Rice City Pond flood plain. Wters from the pond have
obliterated nost of the canal and left only parts of the towpath visible

|.1n 1845, Blackstone was incorporated as k town from the sotithern part of
Mendon. I n 1916, Millville was incorporated as a town from part of Blackstoi”e
so that today the canal route no longer lies in Mendon.

2. The trading house belonged to Israel Plummer, Northbridge merchant and
trader. Worcester County Registry of Deeds informationdates the trading
house to 1836/ 37.
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V, ~antann~Nort”ridge-Uxbridge: The Blackstone Canal

i qundaries™i VAThe area on both sides of theBlackstone Canal necessary t o
pres™rinErrjMtegrity of thecanal i sksfollows: along thewest side of that
portiorTTJT he canal from Church Strefet: i n Northbridge t oHartford Road i n
Uxbridge, an area 60 rods wide, fromthpwest bank; fromHartford Road t o a
point 100yards north of Stanley Mills,; an area 23 rods wide, from thewest ban]
on theeast side of thecanal from Churph Street i nNorthbridge t oa pointi n
Uxbridge which i sopposite andparallell to theabove terminationpoint behind
Stanley Mills, anarea 60rods wide fromtheeastern edge of t hetowpath (east
bank) of t hecanal (except i nthose places where thedistance fromtheeastern
shore of t heBlackstone River t othetowpath i sgreater than 60 rods, thent he
area will exceed 60rods andinclude thearea fromtheeastern bank of the
Bl ackstone River t ot hecanal towpath).

The southern boundary i saline | Qo yards north of theStanley Millsi n
Uxbridge. Church Street in Northbridgejforms thenorthern boundary except for
the settion which extends 40 yards north of Church Street andincludes only thaj;
area enconpassing t hetowpath, canal trough, warehouse foundation andbasin

7. Description.

At Hartford Road i nUxbridge, thepanal |eaves Rice City Posid and passes
under theHartford Road bridge. |Immediktely south of Hartford Road arelocated
the remains of a damand a set of water' gates. The water gates were built
across thecanal circa 1852after, "pse o™ t hecanal hadstopped. The gates regu|lated
the water flowalong thecanal wWil|::h wa™ utilized by nearby mills t osupply
water power for their machinery. . ijphe dkmwhich VW@ s built i nthetowpath and
perpendicular t ot hewater gates shmetiiie after thecanal was discontinued, brok?
in 1955 andhas not been repaired/. As aresult a 40" sectionof t hetowpath ha
been obliterated. Presently, water from thepond flows under t heHartford Road
bridge along thecanal t othewater gatgs andthen over the damwhfere i t joins
the Blackstone River east of thecanal.; Fromthedamandwater gates, thecanap.
cpntinues south for 1.2mles totheStanley Mills, Mendon Street i n Uxbridge,
whose buildings were constructed onit.|

Conditions for constructionof the*canal, including this section, were
generally favorable. There was very little solid rock andthesoil was |oose
and easy t oexcavate. Thewater supply: for thecanal andi t snunerous |ocks
was obtained through theutilization of| the Blackstone River andt hedammng of
the ponds i nthevicinity of Wrcester.! The canal route was surveyed i n 1822
and thespecifications called for a 10 wide towpath on oneside (east) andab
wi de horizontal bermon theopposite. The] canal was t obe 32' wide at t hetop, |I8&
side at thebottom and 3h' deep.

An Account of t he Proposed Canal from Worcester t oProvidence. Worcester
W1liam Manning, 1822, p. 5.
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y Nort hbridge- Uxbridge: The Bl ackstone Canal

i . I I
"7. Description, cont. o I

The engineer's estimate required|a total of 52 locks for theentire 45 mle |egnth
jwhich represented a 451*s' descent from Wrcester t o Providence. The sectioni n|
{Massachusetts would include 41 |ocks which aere con|tructed of granite blocks no"t
lof which were quarried i nUxbridge and Northbridge.

i The present dimensions of thecanal vary sonmewhat from t he 1822 specifications.
Thus, south of Hartford Road t hecanal i s sonewhat wi der than 32' while north of

Hartford Road i ti s somewhat narrower than.32'. The use of variouscontractors
to build sections of thecanal, as well as;the subsequent growth of vegetation
may account for t hediscrepancies i ndinmensions., , =N,

14.  The exact nunber of locks built i s(Biffifficult t o ascertain, It seens, howeveif.

that less than t heproposed nunber were actually built.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

n Pre-Columbion 1 . 16fh Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century entury
SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and  Krjown)
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More al‘SZ%)-p%ﬁiate)
Abor iginal I 1 Education . Political I 1 Urban Planning
1 1 Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Other (-Specify;
Q Historic I I Industry losophy
(1 Agriculture I 1 Invention | 1 Science
I 1 Archi tecture I | Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture I 1 Social/Human-
Commerce I | Literature itarian
I 1 Communications . Military . Theater
I 1 Conservation I 1 Music A Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"XThe idea for a canal connecting theinland markets of Wrcester and
the Connecticut Valley with the-chast™ centers of Boston .and
Provi dence was widespread' at theend of theeighteenth century. General
Henry Knox, Secretary of Wr -under Washington and a native of Massachusetts,
commented i n 1796 that "acanal from Worcester either (O both) t o Boston
or Providence i s undoubtedly practicable.""VIn that sane year, several
interested citizens of Providence successfullypetitioned the Rhode Island
legislature for anact of incorporation tobuild a navigable canal from
Providence t oWrcester. Asimlar petition totheMssachusetts Ceneral
Court rmet resistance, however, and was denied since rmany of t he Boston
merchants feared t heloss of their inland markets, ~he high promse of the
M ddl esex Canal, conpleted i n 1803, spawned plans for canal routes from
Boston t oWrcester and t he Connecticut Valley. However, these ideas
never went beyond t heplanning stage. Qn theother hand, interestina
canal from Providence t oWrcester remained and increased with thegrowh of
cotton, woden and |eather mills along theBlackstone Valley.

In 1822, a route was surveyed and found favorabl e and overwhel m ng
popul ar support i nWrcester Countyforcedthe Massachusetts CGeneral Court
to grant the necessaryincorporating act the foll owing year. 1n1827, the
two state canal corporations nergedtoformfhe Bl ackstone Canal Conpany.

Al'n 1828, the canal was conpleted. It was forty-five mles long, twenty-
seven and one-hal f mles of whichwere | ocatedi nMassachusetts. According
to the survey, therewere sixty-tow |l ocksonthe canal t oconpensate for the
451~' descent fromWrcester tothe headwaters of Narraganset Bay. The
Canal cost $750,000, with two-thirds of the stock subscri bed by eager
Rhode I sl andcitizens. .
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
t/t ==p)
1. NAME
GCMMON  Blackstone Canal
AND/OR HISTORIC:
2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
Hast of Route 122
CITY OR TOWN:
Northbridge, Uxbridge '3y GIDTEU /
STATE:
025 SOUN{Brceste

Mass.
S. MAP REFERENCE

AANTINgR: Blackstone, Mass - R.|

uJ SCALE: 1:24,000
DATE 1953. 1969, 1953
W' 4 REQU REMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundarles where required.

2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

; Uxbrflge Mass-R.I.;

Grafton Mass.

CODE

027
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May 30, 1972

Registration and Nominations Branch
National Register of Historic Places

Room 3207-A
1100 L Street, N, W.
Washington, D. C. CERTIFIED MA!

Attention: Miss Mary Means

Dear Sirs:

Enclosed are National Register submissionsfor:
Middlesex Canal, running through Woburn, Wilmington, Billerica,
Chelmsford, and Lowell, Massachusetts.

Blackstone Canal, running through Northbridge and Uxbridge, Massachusetts,

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Commission and designated the State LiaisonOfficer.

Yours sincerely,

Richard W, Hale, Jr. "
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc
enclosures



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MMSSAEBEKIETTS

Date Entered

Nane Location
Bl aekst xme Canal Korthbrl~e, Wxbridge
Wr cester County
Haneoek Teim Hal | * aaeoek
*Mrkshlre County
m.d Harvard Yard CaMfaldge

NliddiaMuc County

cC. A "k
A'so Notified Stat* Liaison Officer
Hon. Edward M Kennedy Hon. John F. X Davoren
Hon. Edward W Brooke Secretary of the GCormonweal t h
Hon. Robert Drinan ., Chai man, Massachusetts Historical
Fon. Silvio Q Cont* Cui nJssi on
Fon. Thonas P. O Neillr Jr»: 40 Beacon Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 021)3
Director, Northeast Region
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