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( J u l y 1969) 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORJvl, 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y : 

Worcester 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

1 NAME 

1373 

C O M M O N : 

Blackstone Canal 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : -
J9Z2-

i k LOCATION CQ:na .Di s t r i c f c l _—-
STREET AND NUMBER: 

East of Route 122 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Nor thbr idge, Uxbr idge • . 1 
S T A T E CODE COUNTY: • ' - CODE 

Mass. 025 Worcester " . 027 
i CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

[ 3 Si te ! • S t ruc ture 

• Ob iec f 

0W-N€]?SH1P ^ .̂ 

• P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

S Both 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 I In P rocess 

[XI B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

I I Occup ied 

K l U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

0 E d u c a t i o n a l 

1 I En te r ta inment 

1 I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

i I Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i va te Res idence 

1 1 R e l i g i o u s 

• S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportotion 

g] Other (Specify) 

open space 

_na_prasBnt_u s e 

i I Comments 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

M u l t i p l e : p u b l i c (town of N o r t h b r i d q ^ and p r i v a t e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

l l l l i i G A TioN OF" Ll6>X0E SCRIPT ION 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Worcester County Registry o f Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Main S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Worcester Mass. 025 

REPRESENTAT ION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the H i s t o r i c Assets o f the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1972 • Federa l State I I Coun ty Q L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l CommisFii nn 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

O f f i c e o f the 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S e c r e t a r y , .c;t;^1-p Hnncip. 
S T A T E ; 

Mass. 025 
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7. DESCRtPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t S Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

E A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved S O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Vrhe section of the Blackstone Canal i n Massachusetts was twenty-seven 
and one-half miles long an d was completed i n 1828. I t ran from the town of 
Worcester i n a south/southeast d i r e c t i o n through the Blackstone River Valley 
and the towns of Millbury, Sutton, Grafton, Northbridge, Uxbridge and Mendon. 
At Mendon the canal joined i t s Rhode Island counterpart and completed i t s 
course to the headwaters of Narragansett Bay At Providence. The Blackstone 
Valley i s a low intervale area dominated by the shallow (average depth 3 feelj) 
and meandering Blackstone River. The source of the River i s North Pond i n 
Worcester. As the River travels south, i t serves as a watershed for the val!^ey 

^he section of the Blackstone Canal herein submitted i s 3.5 miles long 
and located i n the towns of Uxbridge and Northbridge. \ In t h i s section, the 
Canal runs i n a southerly d i r e c t i o n and i s located west of the Blackstone 
River and east of the Providence Rd (Route 122). Within the proposed boundai 
the area on the immediate west side of the canal i s wooded and uninhabited wi­
the land on the east side i s wooded and marshy and characterized by the 
meandering of the River. At the Northbridge-Uxbridge boundary l i n e and south 
of i t , the r i v e r expands over a flood p l a i n called Rice City Pond. Thus, the: 
area i s i n a natural state and except for the canal, i t has suffered l i t t l e 
from man-made intrusions. 

The proposed section begins i n Northbridge f o r t y yards north of Church 
Street. At t h i s point the canal trough widens along i t s west embankmentto 
form a basin. Along the section i n Northbridge and Uxbridge, the towpath i s 
on the east side of the canal and the horizontal berm or embankment i s on the: 
west side. On the west embankment, adjacent to the basin, i s the foundation 
of a "trading h o u s e . E x c e p t for i t s north w a l l , the trading house foundatior^ 
consists mainly of granite slabs set i n the ground enclosing an area approx­
imately 20' x30'. The north w a l l , which also i s the basin embankment, i s 4' 
high and i s constructed of rough, irregular boulders. The basin extends the 
length of the wall and i s probably where the boats t i e d up while they loaded 

les, 
i l e 

m 
m 

and unloaded t h e i r f r e i g h t . Adjoining the west end of the foundation i s a 
c e l l e r hole, 8' wide, 20' long and 4' deep, whose walls are constructed of 
roughs i r r e g u l a r l y sized boulders. In the canal trough opposite the trading 
house foundation are the remains of a lock, consisting of several displaced 
granite slabs, regular i n size and shape. 

Crossing under the Church Street Bridge, the canal runs south about 350 yards 
to a d i r t road which crosses i t s path. The canal begins again on the south 
side of the road and continues 1.8 miles, u n t i l i t comes to a point i n 
Northbridge j u s t northeast of a place known as Goat H i l l (USGS Uxbridge, Mas^--
R.I., 1953). At t h i s point i s located a canal lock i n t a c t except for some 
stones which have been dislodged from the top of i t s granite walls. Continuing 
south the canal crosses the Northbiidge-Uxbridge town l i n e and enters the 
lower end of the.Rice City Pond flood p l a i n . Waters from the pond have 
obliterated most of the canal and l e f t only parts of the towpath v i s i b l e . 

l . I n 1845, Blackstone was incorporated as k town from the sotithern part of 
Mendon. In 1916, M i l l v i l l e was incorporated as a town from part of Blackstoi^e 
so that today the canal route no longer l i e s i n Mendon. 
2. The trading house belonged to I s r a e l Plummer, Northbridge merchant and 
trader. Worcester County Registry of Deeds information dates the trading 
house to 1836/37. 
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Form IO-3OO0 ' 
(Dec. 1968) ' 

'0/ JUl^ Q 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 7HE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVIC E 

lONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM : 
i . . f 

(Continuation Sheet) I 

V;, ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ N o r t ^ r idge-Uxbr idge : 

S T A T E 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y 

Worcester 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

The Blackstone Canal 

of the Blackstone Canal necessary to iqundaries^iV^The area on both sides 
pres^^ri^nE^^^jMrtegrity of the canal i s ks follows: along the west side of that 
portiorTTJT^he canal from Church Strefet: i n Northbridge to Hartford Road i n 
Uxbridge, an area 60 rods wide, from thp west bank; from Hartford Road to a 
point 100 yards north of Stanley M i l l s , ; an area 23 rods wide, from the west banJ 
on the east side of the canal from Churph Street i n Northbridge to a point i n 
Uxbridge which i s opposite and p a r a l l e l l to the above termination point behind 
Stanley M i l l s , an area 60 rods wide from the eastern edge of the towpath (east 
bank) of the canal (except i n those places where the distance from the eastern 
shore of the Blackstone River to the towpath i s greater than 60 rods, then the 
area w i l l exceed 60 rods and include the area from the eastern bank of the 
Blackstone River to the canal towpath). 

The southern boundary i s a l i n e lOp yards north of the Stanley M i l l s i n 
Uxbridge. Church Street i n Northbridgejforms the northern boundary except for 
the settion which extends 40 yards north of Church Street and includes only thaj; 
area encompassing the towpath, canal trough, warehouse foundation and basin 

7. Description. 
At Hartford Road i n Uxbridge, the panal leaves Rice City Posid and passes 

under the Hartford Road bridge. Immediktely south of Hartford Road are located 
the remains of a dam and a set of water' gates. The water gates were b u i l t 
across the canal circa 1852 after, ̂ pse o^ the canal had stopped. The gates regu|Lated 
the water flow along the canal wh"l|::h wa^ u t i l i z e d by nearby m i l l s to supply 
water power for t h e i r machinery. . ijphe dkm which W9,s b u i l t i n the towpath and 
perpendicular to the water gates sbmetiiie after the canal was discontinued,brok^ 
i n 1955 and has not been repaired/. As a res u l t a 40' section of the towpath ha 
been oblit e r a t e d . Presently, water from the pond flows under the Hartford Road 
bridge along the canal to the water gatgs and then over the dam whfere i t joins 
the Blackstone River east of the canal.; From the dam and water gates, the canap. 
cpntinues south for 1.2 miles to the Stanley M i l l s , Mendon Street i n Uxbridge, 
whose buildings were constructed on i t . I 

Conditions for construction of the^ canal, including t h i s section, were 
generally favorable. There was very l i t t l e s o l i d rock and the s o i l was loose 
and easy to excavate. The water supply: for the canal and i t s numerous locks 
was obtained through the u t i l i z a t i o n of| the Blackstone River and the damming of 
the ponds i n the v i c i n i t y of Worcester.! The canal route was surveyed i n 1822 
and the specifications called for a 10' wide towpath on one side (east) and a 5 
wide horizontal berm on the opposite. The] canal was to be 32' wide at the top, |l8' 
side at the bottom and 3h' deep. 

An Account of the Proposed Canal from Worcester to Providence. Worcester 
William Manning, 1822, p. 5. 
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• E N T R Y hJU.Mf i r . ; ' * O A T T 

Northbridge-Uxbridge: The Blackstone Canal 

i • I . • • 
'7. Description, cont. ••; i I 

The engineer's estimate required|a t o t a l of 52 locks for the entire 45 mile legnth 
jwhich represented a 451*s' descent from Worcester to Providence. The section i n | 
{Massachusetts would include 41 locks which aere con|tructed of granite blocks mo^t 
lof which were quarried i n Uxbridge and Northbridge. 
j The present dimensions of the canal vary somewhat from the 1822 specifications. 
Thus, south of Hartford Road the canal i s somewhat wider than 32' while north of; 
Hartford Road i t i s somewhat narrower than.32'. The use of various contractors 
to b u i l d sections of the canal, as well as;the subsequent growth of vegetation 
may account for the discrepancies i n dimensions., , -.1;̂  , 

(Bif :f icu 14. The exact number of locks b u i l t i s (Bifificult to ascertain, 
that less than the proposed number were actually b u i l t . 

I t seems, howeveif. 



. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 16fh Century 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Centu ry 

entury 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Krjown) 

1822-28 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

Q H i s t o r i c 

( 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

I 1 A r c h i tec tu re 

• Art 

Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r ing 

I I Indus t ry 

I 1 I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

I I Science '. 

I I Scu lp ture 

I 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

^ T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other (-Speci fy; 

l -

u 

lU 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

"XThe idea for a canal connecting the inland markets of Worcester and 
the Connecticut Valley with the~c^ast^^ centers of Boston .and 
Providence was widespread'at the end of the eighteenth century . General 
Henry Knox, Secretary of War -under Washington and a native of Massachusetts, 
commented i n 1796 that "a canal from Worcester either (Or both) to Boston 
or Providence i s undoubtedly practicable.""V In that same year, several 
interested citizens of Providence successfully petitioned the Rhode Island 
legislature for an act of incorporation to b u i l d a navigable canal from 
Providence to Worcester. A similar p e t i t i o n to the Massachusetts General 
Court met resistance, however, and was denied since many of the Boston 
merchants feared the loss of t h e i r inland markets, ^ h e high promise of the 
Middlesex Canal, completed i n 1803, spawned plans for canal routes from 
Boston to Worcester and the Connecticut Valley. However, these ideas 
never went beyond the planning stage. On the other hand, int e r e s t ina 
canal from Providence to Worcester remained and increased with the growth of 
cotton, woOlen and leather m i l l s along the Blackstone Valley. 

In 1822, a route was surveyed and found favorable and overwhelming 
popular support in Worcester County forced the Massachusetts General Court 
to grant the necessary incorporating act the following year. In 1827, the 
two state canal corporations merged to form fhe Blackstone Canal Company. 

^In 1828, the canal was completed. It was forty-five miles long, twenty-
seven and one-half miles of which were located in Massachusetts. According 
to the survey, there were sixty-tow locks on the canal to compensate for the 
451^' descent from Worcester to the headwaters of Narraganset Bay. The 
Canal cost $750,000, with two-thirds of the stock subscribed by eager 
Rhode Island citizens. . 
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t / t 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y 

Worcester 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

.FED 
1. NAME 

COMMON: Blackstone Canal 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Hast o f Route 122 

UJ 

UJ 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Northbridge, Uxbridge 
S T A T E : 

Mass. 025 

'3y f̂̂ GlDTEU / 
couNT\r\ A Worceste 

S. MAP REFERENCE 

^"^^Ti^gR: Blacks tone , Mass - R . I . ; Uxbrflge M a s s - R . I . ; G r a f t o n Mass. 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

DATE: 1953. 1969, 1953 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundarles where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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May 30, 1972 

Registration and Nominations Branch 
National Register of Historic Places 
Room 3207-A 
1100 L Street, N , W. 

Washington, D. C. CERTIFIED M A ! 

Attention: Miss Mary Means 

Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 
Middlesex Canal, running through Woburn, Wilmington, Bil ler ica, 
Chelmsford, and Lowell, Massachusetts. 

Blackstone Canal, running through Northbridge and Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X . Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer . 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard W, Hale, J r . " 
Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

RWH/akc 
enclosures 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACBKJSETTS 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Blaekstxme Canal 

Haneoek Teim Hall 

m.d Harvard Yard 

Korthbrl^e, Uxbridge 
Worcester County 

•aaeoek 
•Mrkshlre County 

CaMfcrldge 
NliddlaMuc County 

.,C C . A.' ''•' k 

' Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Robert Drinan 
Hon. Silvio O. Cont* 
Hon. Thomas P. O'Neillr Jr»: 

Director, Northeast Region 

Stat* Liaison Officer 
Hon. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 

, Chaiman, Massachusetts Historical 
CuinJssion 

40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 021)3 

PHR NRowlandimm 2/8/73 


