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1. Name 
historic 24 -30 Summer S t r e e t 

and or common 24 -30 Summer S t r e e t 

2. Location 

street & number 24 -30 Summer S t r e e t 

OUB No. 1024-OOIS 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS use only 

received NOV 5 1985 

date entered 

for publication 

city, town Lawrence vicinity of 

state Mass code 025 county Essex code 009 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public J< occupied agriculture . museum 
X building(s) x private unoccupied commercial - park 

structure both J< work in progress educational x . private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment . religious 
object N/A in process _x yes: restricted government . scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial - transportation 
no military . other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name Covenant A p a r t m e n t s L i m i t e d P a r t n e r s h i p s , c / o Covenant H o u s i n g , 1 n c . 

street & number ^1 C e n t r a l S t r e e t 

city, town Andover i i /Avic in i ty of state Mass 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N o r t h Essex R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 381 Common S t r e e t 

city, town Lawrence state Ma s s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory ot the Historic Assets of 

title t he Commonwealth #12 has this property been determined eligible? yes x no 

date 1978 federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, town Boston state Mass 



7. Descr ip t ion 24 -30 Summer S t r e e t , L a w r e n c e , Mass 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent j c - deteriorated ..JL unaltered original site 

_x_ good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The red br ick structure at 24-30 Summer Street , Lawrence, i s located in the 
densely b u i l t northern section of th i s indust r ia l c i t y . 24-30 Summer Street 
i s located one block from the Mechanics Block H is tor ic D i s t r i c t {NR 1978) in a 
neighborhood of mid to la te 19th century mul t i fami ly dwellings (most of which 
have sustained far more a l te ra t i on than the nominated property) . The 
bu i ld ing , a three-story mansard-roofed structure consist ing of four rowhouses 
with paired entrances, has been a l tered only s l i g h t l y on the ex ter io r since 
i t s construct ion in 1877: 28-30 Summer Street is a v i r t u a l l y i n tac t 
s t ruc ture , while i t s neighbor, 24-26, has sustained some a l t e ra t i ons . Windows 
are 2 /2 , double hung. Each un i t has a two-story br ick e l l to the rear. The 
bu i ld ing is set back about four feet from the s t ree t , and is fronted by a 
small amount of grass. Original granite curbing and steps remain on the 
property. 

The pressed br ick main (north) facade, e ight bays wide, features four 
entrances delineated by segmental-arched door hoods supported on corbel led 
br ick p ie rs . A broad l i n t e l unites each pa i r . Two-story polygonal bays wi th 
segmental-arched windows, grani te s i l l s , and corbel led s t r ing courses f lank 
each entryway. The segmental arches are repeated in the double-window, 
gable-roofed dormers pro ject ing from the mansard roof. The paired panelled 
wood f ron t doors of 28-30 Summer Street are o r i g i n a l . At 24-26, modern door 
hoods echoing the or ig ina l segmental arches were added ca. 1970. 

The main facade displays a considerable amount of the i n t r i c a t e brickwork that 
characterized the Panel Brick s ty le a t the height of i t s popular i ty in the 
1870s. Prominent decorative deta i ls include dent i la ted window heads, s t r i ng 
courses, and cornices, a l l executed in b r i ck . Chimneys are of corbel led b r i ck . 

The mansard roof i s continuous around the west side of 30 Summer Street . 
However, i t ends abruptly at the east end of 24 Summer Street . This may 
indicate that other houses were o r i g i n a l l y planned to extend to the east, but 
were never executed. 

While br ick is used throughout the bu i ld ing 's ex te r i o r , the qua l i ty of the 
br ick varies from the s t ruc tu re 's f ron t facade and the less v i s i b l e areas to 
the side and rear. The smooth, f i ne br ick and narrow mortar j o i n t s of the 
Summer Street facade contrast with the rougher br ick and th icker j o i n t s of the 
sides and rear. 

The two-story rear e l l s of 28-30 Summer Street , seven bays deep, each re ta in a 
gabled roof , wi th an asymmetrically placed, segmental-arched doorway on both 
f i r s t and second s tory . A s ing le , segmental-arched window with granite s i l l 
i s located high wi th in the gable of each e l l . The 24-26 Summer Street e l l s 
have been a l te red , and now have f l a t roofs supporting f l a t - r o o f e d , shallow 
rooftop addi t ions. Segmental arches framing the window openings of the e l l s ' 
two main stor ies remain. 

Conti nued 
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The i n t e r i o r of 28-20 Summer Street retains or ig ina l marble mantlepieces and 
woodwork. The general condit ion of both the ex ter io r and i n t e r i o r of 28-30 
Summer Street i s good and no s ign i f i can t a l te ra t ions have been made. 

24-26 Summer Street suffered f i r e damage wi th in the past ten years, however, 
and vandalism has also taken i t s t o l l . The f ron t entry has been a l tered by 
the addi t ion of the wooden enclosure mentioned above. Very l i t t l e i n t e r i o r 
deta i l has survived in these un i t s . Exter ior br ick work is in need of repair 
and the roof has been destroyed by f i r e . 

Work is well under way by the owners of the bu i ld ing to rehab i l i t a te the 
structure fo r low-income housing fo l lowing the Secretary of I n t e r i o r ' s 
Standards. 



8. Signiff icance 24-30 Summer S t r e e t , L a w r e n c e , Mass 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric X_ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 877-1878 Bui lder /Archi tect Unknown 

Sta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The fou r -un i t rowhouse at 24-30 Summer Street , Lawrence, retains i n t e g r i t y of 
l oca t i on , design, se t t i ng , mater ia ls , and workmanship. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the 
bu i ld ing holds associations with the path of i ndus t r i a l i za t i on in la te 19th 
century Lawrence, as i t changed from corporate paternalism to l a i ssez - fa i re 
cap i ta l ism. A rch i tec tu ra l l y , the bu i ld ing i s s i gn i f i can t as an example of a 
shor t - l i ved Lawrence housing form, the rowhouse, and as the only surv iv ing 
example of the f u l l y developed Panel Brick s ty le in rowhouse form in the 
c i t y . The bui ld ing thus f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of 
His tor ic Places. 

Early records of the Essex Company, Lawrence's founding indust ry , indicate 
that the Summer Street neighborhood was o r i g i n a l l y planned as an extension to 
the company-built Mechanics Block (NR 1978).* Indeed, "Mechanics Block" 
housing had already been b u i l t in the 1850s adjacent to Summer St reet , along 
Newbury and Union Streets. However, the decision of the Essex Company to 
divest i t s e l f of the Lawrence Machine Shop ( for whose workers the Mechanics 
Block was constructed) in 1852 and the fu r ther decision to cu r ta i l corporate 
res ident ia l construction in the face of economic pressures resulted in an 

Block construct ion. The 24-30 Summer Street 
by pr ivate sale in the la te 1850s, though not 
1867. Restr ict ions placed on the property by 

the company speci f ied that br ick rowhouses be b u i l t on the l o t s . Construction 
began in 1877. The two owners at the t ime, Joseph E. Buswell (not a resident 
of Lawrence) and Dr. E. S. Yates (a prominent physician and surgeon in the 
c i t y ) , cooperated to construct these mul t i fami ly s t ruc tures. 

abrupt end to fu r ther Mechanics 
land parcels were f i r s t of fered 
sold by the Essex Company un t i l 

The nominated propert ies were probably b u i l t as pr ivate boardinghouses. 
Lawrence's L i s t of Pol ls f o r the la te 19th century indicates that ear ly 
tenants were middle class fami l ies l i v i n g in f l a t s , while the propert ies 
remained absentee-investor owned. As the Summer Street neighborhood became 
increasingly dense, pol l l i s t i n g s from the 1890s indicate that i t gradually 
became more common for fami l ies to take in unrelated boarders, perhaps making 
use of space in each u n i t ' s t h i r d - f l o o r mansarded a t t i c . 

The 20th century brought dramatic changes to the neighborhood, and 24-30 
Summer Street exemplif ies these changes. F i r s t , the economic status of the ' 
population decl ined. This is evidenced not only by the increasing presence 
of boarders, but also by the s h i f t i n g occupation patterns of tenants. In the 
la te 19th century, tenants were most often from the management level of 
t e x t i l e and paper corporat ions. They might also be employed in the r e t a i l 

Continued 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Atlases, City of Lawrence, 1875, 1896, 1912 
Deeds Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem, Mass. Book 732 f o l i o 239 and North Essex 
Registry Essex Company, Manuscript records at the museum of American Textile History l i s t 
of polls 1888-1930 at the Lawrence Public Library. Valuation l i s t s City of Lawrence 

10. Geographical Data 
wadsworth, H.A. History ot Lawrence, Lawrence; 
HammonReed. I88O. 

a acre Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Lawrenrp 

UTM References 

I l l 9l I 3I 2i 3I 5I6IQI I4 l7 l3 l0 l6 l8 in l 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1:25,000 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

The b o u n d a r i e s o f 24 -30 Summer S t r e e t a r e t h e o r i g i n a l p r o p e r t y l i n e s a6 f i r s t conveyed 
by t he Essex company i n I 8 6 7 . Complete d e s c r i p t i o n a t t he Essex R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, Sa lem, 
Book 732 , f o l i n ?39 and Rnnk 7 3 3 . f n l i o 16. ^ 

L is t a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title C l a r i s s e A. P o i r i e r , P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n e r w i t h Be t sy F r i e d b e r g , Mass. H i s i - n r i r . a l 

Commission, Preservation Planner 
organization Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission date January 2 8 . 1985 

street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t , Room 310 telephone (61 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 70 

city or town Bos t o n state Mass 

12, State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 
S t a t e H i s t o r i c Prpsp.r \ /at - inn n f f l ^ o r - date O c t . 7 ^ , i ^ ^ ' 

For MPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

National Baglstsi-

^ AttMt: 

date 

of the National Register 

date 

Chief of RegMration 
G P O 91 1 - 3 9 9 
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trade or the minor professions. By the twentieth century, however, nearly a l l 
tenants were factory operat ives, workers from the lower echelons of the 
indus t r ia l ladder. Lawrence's middle class had moved away from the c i t y ' s 
center to new res ident ia l developments north of the Spicket River and south of 
the Merrimack River, and they now commuted to the factor ies on the c i t y ' s new 
e l e c t r i c t r o l l e y l i n e s . 

In the early 20th century, the ethnic makeup of the neighborhood sh i f ted in a 
very s t a r t l i n g manner as w e l l . While the economic status of 24-30 Summer 
Street tenants had decreased, t h e i r ethnic composition remained surpr is ing ly 
stable. A l l tenants were native-born or "Old Immigrant" (English or German), 
despite the fact that "New Immigrant" I t a l i ans had already moved in to the 
neighborhood. By 1913, however, the year fo l lowing the Great Lawrence S t r i ke , 
a l l 24-30 Summer Street tenants were I t a l i a n s . Apparently an "ethnic f l i g h t " 
had occurred in the face of the violence and bigotry bred by the Lawrence job 
ac t ion . I t should be noted that perhaps the most dramatic event of the 
s t r i k e , the death of Anna Lo Pezzi, a young I t a l i a n s t r i k e r , as a resu l t of a 
stray mi l i t iaman's b u l l e t , happened only a hundred feet or so from 24-30 
Summer Street . 

The construct ion of 24-30 Summer Street represents a narrow time-frame in 
housing stock construction in Lawrence. That time frame is the period 
between, on the one hand, the optimism of the Essex Company's corporate dream 
of governing the socioeconomic pattern of Lawrence's development and, on the 
other hand, the d issolut ion of corporate control and the reconstruction of 
Lawrence in response to new socioeconomic inf luences. According to the 
corporate scheme, 24-30 Summer Street would be neatly set back, s imi la r to 
br ick dwellings such as those of Boston's Back Bay, and tenanted by stable 
middle-class fami l ies l i v i n g two fami l ies to each rowhouse. Within 15 years 
of t he i r construct ion, these same fami l ies had opted for s ing le- and 
double-family homes fur ther removed from the downtown. Very few such 
mul t i fami ly dwellings remain in Lawrence, and the survival of 24-30 Summer 
Street is of great s igni f icance in understanding the s h i f t of Lawrence from a 
company town to an i n d u s t r i a l , immigrant c i t y . 

In addi t ion to i t s s igni f icance h i s t o r i c a l l y in the development of Lawrence's 
housing stock, the structure at 24-30 Summer Street is a rch i tec tu ra l l y 
s ign i f i can t as the only surv iv ing rowhouse example of the f u l l y developed 
Panel Brick s ty le in Lawrence. The arch i tec t of the structure is unknown. 
The rowhouse form, whether in Panel Brick or other more vernacular 
expressions, was b r i e f l y popular in Lawrence, b u i l t by Lawrence i n d u s t r i a l i s t s 
to house i t s labor force o r , in the case of the nominated property, speci f ied 

Continued 
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by those i n d u s t r i a l i s t s even when the bui ld ing was not d i rec t l y the product of 
a corporate development scheme. As the 19th century came to a close and the 
factory system grew less pa te rna l i s t i c , three deckers became the predominant 
form of workers' housing, while s ing le - and two-family dwell ings sheltered 
middle-class c i t i zens . In Lawrence, the br ick rowhouse was a shor t - l i ved form 
of domestic a rch i tec ture . 

* see Memo of Agreement, August 23, 1849, Essex Company Records, Box 113, 
fo lder 113.20, Museum of American Tex t i le History. 

Continued 
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ARCHAEOLOGY 

While the rowhouse at 24-30 Summer Street occupies most of i t s 
1/4-acre l o t , the site retains a possibi l i ty of historic 
archaeological remains--namely, 19th century occupation-related 
features that hold the potential to help document 
social/cultural patterns. 
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SKETCH K A 9 
24-30 Summer Street, Lawrence, MA 01840 
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• owner objection 
cn appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample CU 

Working No. _ NgV/ 6 1985 
Fed. Reg. Date:^X^/y^ .  
Date Due: /i-.Js^.Sy~ — /J.Ja/J^l  
Action: ^-"^CEPT > ^ SS' 

Entered in tho 
national Eegister 

.RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

request • appeal cn NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer _ _ _ _ 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CJ no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

c n unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 

context 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

















The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of Slate 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
E.xeculive Director 
Slaie Hi.Htoric Preservation Officer 

October 24, 1985 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 i 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination forms: 

Boston, Hingham, H u l l , Quincy, Wejrmouth and Winthrop, Boston Harbor 
Islands Archaeological D i s t i r c t , Boston Harbor, 21 islands. 

Boston, Dudley Station Historic D i s t r i c t , Washington, Warren and 
Dudley Streets, 40 properties. 

Lawrence, 34-30 Summer Street, 4 properties. HPCA pending, no 
number assigned. 

Lynn, Central Square Historic D i s t r i c t , Central Square, Munroe, 
Union and Willow Streets, 15 properties» HPCAs pending: The 
Peavear Building, 101-127 Munroe Street, #0758-85-MA. New Bergengren 
Block, 1-21 Central Square, //0653-85-MA. 

Weymouth, John Adams School, 16 Church Street, 1 property. 

Wrentham, Plimpton-Winter House, 127 South Street, 1 property. 
HPCA complete: //MA-85-0727. 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Owners were no­
t i f i e d of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before 

80 Boylston Street. Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 ^ 

I 



the meeting and were affnr---i^^ 
received to date are at t L h e d to thT°"""''" '° 

LLacnea to the nomination forms„ 
Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Zimmerman 
Director, Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosures 

Comments 

SJZ/di 


