
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CONWISSION ~' 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 
C 166 

Reading 

ess 44 Temple S t r e e t 

oric Name oJh 

Ori ginal dwelling  

Present dwelling 

rship:C2 Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

Original owner Annie M. Bli s s 

. ..RIPTION: 

Date 1910-1911 

Source Water Department records 

Style Bungalow 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric shingles , f i e ld-
stone foundation 
Outbui 1 dings - -

Major alterations (with dates) porch steps 

Moved t\0 Date 

Approx. acreage 9.110 sq. f t . 

Recorded byArchitectural Preservation Setting On small lo t , facing north. 
Associates 

Organization Rf.aH^nB Ĥ Q̂̂ f̂ T̂ r̂â  

Date Novel 

D;^f- <^/<fAL 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within connnunity) 

This bungalow has grouped horizontal windows and an exceptionally wide roof over­
hang carr ied on the exposed ends of the roof r a f t e r s . The front edge of the roof 
i s further supported by two large knee braces. Low, square piers 
flank the porch steps and secure the porch balustrade. Hie prominent dormer 
serves more as decoration than as a source of l i ght . This house i s a good ex­
ample of the bungalow style In Reading — a style formed in the West and embraced 
across the country as part of the interest in e f f i c i e n t and economical use of 
space that developed in the late 19th and ear ly 20th centuries . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Iti is house i l l u s t r a t e s a typ ica l pattern of land development in Reading. Two 
famil ies - - the Appletons and the Temples — owned large, contiguous tracts of 
land. A street was l a i d out along the boundary in 1848, and named Temple Street. 
With the area opened for development, a few lots were sold and b u i l t upon, but 
spaces remained between the houses. These spaces gradually f i l l e d up with 
houses as the years went by, such that Temple Street now has houses from most of 
the s t y l i s t i c periods of the 19th and 20th centuries . 

Ov-Tier o f t h i s house v;as Annie B l i s s , knov;n as ]:£ncy r i i s s . She \:rote s weekly 
column f o r the Pe?.dinr Chronicle durin.;; the 1930's. She also rsn s s n ? l l 
candy shop i n her home tha t was frequented by c h i l d r e n . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1875 map - land owned by E . Appleton, no house 
1910 - land purchased from Mrs. Frank Smith (no house) 
1911 - Water Department records 
Wadlin, Concerning the Past, Chapter XCII 
-:e??r"in~ Chronicle Ju l : ' 2^, 19^A: ( o h i t u r r y ) 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CC^ ÎISSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 

I^:eadin,-: 

Form No: 
C - l S f , 

Property Name: '^A rerr.pl 0 S i : . 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn vdiidi is being continued below. 

This c roner ty i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) as an exar - le o f the i n f i l l pa t t e rn 
o f land developr.ent i n rieadin'r; (2) f o r i t s connection w i t h v / r i t e r 
and storekeeper Annie ("?;sp.cy") B l i s s ; and (3) as an exce l l en t s::ar,ple 
o f the bun"alo'./ s t y l e i n Readin-. I t r e t a in s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , 
design, s e t t i n r , m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship, end. meets C r i t e r i a A, 3, 
and C of the r ' a t i ona l Re-^ister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



United States Department of the Interior . . - . ^ 
National Park Service R̂ arNw wtotSj^Jf 

Nat iona l Regis ter of H is to r i c P laces |rece<ved 
Inven to ry—Nomina t ion Form |dateentered 

i.. 
Continuation sheet Item number Page ^-

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomina tion/Type of Review Date/Signature 

41. 
House at 11 Beech Street Entered In th« '^Ceeper (A{LA..-^ij_.,J^^^^o<.X 

National fieglsttr 
Attest 

42. House at 16 Mineral Street SJ iona/Ls^ster peeper c ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ W ^ I ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

43. House at 26 Center Avenue Entered In th'0 "^keeper XLX*''**-'>'i^''7<*.^ 
Katlonal Begister 

Attest 
Entered In the iL^ ^ ^ , , 

44. House at 42 Salem Street Katlonal Register iKeeper ^^^^^.^^/lA^y*^ Vl9At^ 

Entered in the Attest 

Entered in the 

feeeper ^AA'-t.^^.^/^^^^c^ 

Attest 

46. House at 57 Woburn Street Katlonal Begister peeper 

Attest 
Entered in the 

47. feeeper n/U^^-^'^.uA^Sy^ 

Attest 

48. House at 79-81 Salem Street ^^^^^^^'^Sster ^^P^^ , / / ^ A ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

49. House at 129 High Street T^g-fc^aT Bfl/Tlnt.aT< tKeeper AXIC£-<<.,,AO*2<^-^ ' 

Attest 

50. House at 199 Summer Avenue t t q ^Keeper ^ ^ 7 ^ ^ - ^ . . ^ ^ * ^ * ^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
<"R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

House at 44 Temple Street (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZ! resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
r n appeal 

Substantive Review: CZl sample • 

Working No. 
JUN 4 1984 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 7 / - ^ / ^ / - r / ^ ^ A ^ 
Action: 

Eatered in the RETURN 
Hatlonal Eeglster REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

request n appeal cn NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CJ no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excelierrt 

CD good 
c n fair 

I I deteriorated 

c n ruins 

c n unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity ' • 
cn alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
CZl applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
CZl context 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
CZl justification of exception 
cn other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
CZl Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







PLAT 51 

#C-166 44 Temple St , 
r^ap 5 0 , Lo t 2-2A 
1983 Assessors nap 
1 " = 100« 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


