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Name of Property County and State

S Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
_ private _ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
X public-local district -
. oo 7 - .buildin
_ public-State X site I 9
_ public-Federal __ structure + sites
_ object -
, Structures
objects
25 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
tilA 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
) . ) (Enter categories from instructions)
(Enter categories from instructions)
FUNFRARY-cemetery
FUNFRARY- cemetery

7. Dfisrriptinn

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) ) ) )
(Enter categories from instructions)

English Gothic (chapel and administration building) foundation

walls

roof.

other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Mount Hope Cametery was consecrated in 1852 as a private cemelery and in 1857 was acquired by the City of Bogton, its
current owner. The cemetery weas initially 85 acres and was expanded to its present 125 acresby 1929. AsBogton'sfirst
publicly owned rurd cemetery, it was amarked contragt to the city'sblesk urban burid grounds. Mount Hope was
inspired by the pagtord ideds of Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts (NHL ), but was laid out ina
more formal stylethat reflectsdightly later ideas of cemetery and monument design.  Although similar in design concept
to Bogton's privaterura cemeteries, it has evolved differently because of its public function. Itisdso linked with the
history of the Mattgpan neighborhood and the city of Boston. Mount Hope hes bean Boston's largest and mog active
public cemetery for over 150 years. It remains an active cemeery, dthough new burial goaceislimited. Asof 2008,
there have bean about 370,000 people buried here, including 64,000 designated as "city poor” and 10,000 veterans. The
cametery retains strong historical associations and digtinctive landscgpe features dating from the mid-19" century to 1959.
Changes Snce that time are consdered noncontributing because of the 50-year cutoff usad by the National Regiger.

Seting

Mattapan, which was initially a neighborhood in the town of Dorchester, is now part of Boston ad islocated in the
southen part of thecity. It developed in the 19" century as a Stregtcar suburb and was for many yeers predominantly a
Jawish neighborhood, but is now largely African-American. Many large ingtitutions are located neer Mount Hope. Foret
Hills Canaery (NR), S. Michael Caemetery (private, nondenominationa) and Franklin Park (NR, Bogton Landmark) are
to the north; the Arnold Arboretum (NR, NHL, Boston Landmark) isto the west. Abuttersto the cemetery include: the
former Boston State Hospitd to the northeest (now redeveloped for residentid, business, and open goece use); New
Cdvay Camnaeay (Cathalic) to the southeest and Cavary Cemetery (Catholic) to the southwest; resdentid
neighborhoods to the north and west; as well as commercid buildings dong American Legion Highway to the northwest.

Mount Hope Cametery isan irregularly shaped parcd, with the main entrance on Walk Hill Stregt which forms the
northeegtern boundary of the cemetery. There isdso frontage on Harvard Stret (southeestern boundary) and Mount
Cdvay Road (western boundary), as well as Canterbury and Paine Stregts (northern boundary).

The core of the origind 85-acre cemetery was laid out by David Haggerston in the early 1850s Roedsand burid aress
were added as nesded to provide additiona buria goace. The centrd part of the cemetery was developed first. At the far
wegtern e of the cemetery on Mount Cavary Road was the city cemetery, for those who could not afford private burial.
It was initially surrounded by a fence and ddiberately kept separatefrom the ret of the cemetery, which was intended to
atract amore affluent clientele.

Landscape Character
The physicad gopearance of the cemetery is defined by three generd attributes: landscape character; buildings and

(continued)
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gructures, and burial monuments, al! of which are discussad below. However, it isthe distinctive mix of naturd features
and built dements that create the specid character of Mount Hope, as well as many other 19*-century cemeteries.

Spatid organization, the arrangement of deaments within the landscape, islargely defined by the circulation system and
the layout of burid lots. Like most cemeteries. Mount Hope was developed over time, as additional burid goece wes
needed. Theoriginal cametery, which today isthe northern part, hes roads radiating west from the main entrance. The
oldest burial aress were located in the south centra and western part of the cemetery, while later areeswere devdoped in
the northern section, which had previoudy been wetland and was filled inthe late 19* century to areste new buria aress.
The newest parts of the cemetery, which have been devdoped over the pedt 50 years, are generdly located around the
perimeter infl atterareas, with densdy goaced single or double graves, and uniform-height granite heedgstones.

The choice of a picturesque site with rocky irregular topography reflects the ideds of the rurd cemetery movement, which
vaued abdance of naturd and built dements as well as alandscgpe of irregularity and surprise. Thisstylewes
egteblished a Mount Auburn Cametery (1831) and ds0 exemplified by nearby Forest Hills Cemetery (1848), which

would have had amgjor influence on Mount Hope.

Mount Hope Cemetery has the varied natura topography characterigtic of much of the surrounding area, with small
undulaionsin eevation and varied micro-topography caused by underlying rock. Thetota variation in height isless than
30" over the entire site, with higher devations towards the center. Outcrops of the distinctive locd conglomerate known
a5 Roxbury puddingstone, which is evident throughout the Bogton region, are dso found in the cemetery. The northern
part of the cemetery, much of which was originaly wetland, islower andflatter,allowing for higher dengty of buria lots.

Soon after the cemetery wias established, excavations were begun to create alarge naturalistic pond known es Meadow
Vae Pond that was built in part to drain the wetlands in newly acquired land a the northern edge of the cemetery. By the
late 19* century, the pond had reeched severd acresinsize, with apicturesque character and severd idands. In the
1960s, part of it was filled in to provide more goacefor burials and to digpose of surplus fill. Today, parts of it have
become overgrown with invasive vegetation, reducing its picturesque character. West of Meadow Vade Pond near the
meaintenance building is Sylvan Pond, amuch smdler circular pond edged with cut sone. 1t once had afountain but that

isno longer operating.

Today the circulation system of the cemetery condsts of about eight miles of paved roads, most of which were laid out
by 1885. The oldest roadsare curvilinear in regponse to the topography, while newer roadstend to be graighter. Mogt are
14' to 18 wide. Initially the roadswere gravel surfaced with gutters in Stegper locations. In the early 20* century, they
were macadamized and later paved, as automobiles became more prevaent. Some of the pathswere initialy gravel, but
mogt have bean dlowed to returnto grass

When the cametery was established, part of the areawas forested and gradually deared as land was nesded for buria
goace Wooded aress gave way to plantings of trees, shrubs, perennias, and annuas. These well-maintained plantings
gave the cametery amanicured and ornamentd gppearance through the late 19¢ and early 20* centuries. Today, the mogt

(continued)
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dramatic vegetation isthe canopy of maturetreesfound in older parts of the cemetery, especidly aong the roads. In 1999,
there were gpproximatdy 900 trees - 95% deciduous and 5% evergreen. Mapleisthe dominant deciduous Spedies
representing about 60% of the total, followed by lindensand caks There are relatively few smallfloweringtrees,
typicaly found in newer burial areesaround the perimeter of the cemetery. Thefew evergreens are found mostly neer the
entrance. In the early yearsof the cemetery, hedgeswere usad to sgparate buriad arees and to endose family plots;
however, these are no longer extant. The shrubs remaining in the cemetery are largely assodiated with older graves and
memorid lots.

Mount Hope hes along history of floral digplays. The first greenhouse was built in 1865 neer the present maintenance
building to sarve Mount Hope, as well as Boston's other municipal cemeteries. Various greenhouses exiged in the
cemetery until a leest 1920. After that,flowerswere grown for the Boston cemeteries a nearby Franklin Park. Today
flora digolays are limited to the entrance and can dso be found on afew lots. Lawn extends throughout mogt of the

cemetary.
Buildingsand Structures

The chapd (photo 1) islocated adjacent to the main entrance gate on Walk Hill Street. The English Gothic structure,
completed in 1900, was designed by the architectura firm of Wood and White. It isaone-story building with gabled
pargpet walls, asquare tower, and aporte cochere onthe eest Sde. It iscondructed of local seemfaced gonewith
limestonetrim. One gained-glass window hes thefigure of an ek, which was donated by the Elksorganization. The
building now functions as a forage areaand the tower isin poor repair.

The 1 '/2-gory administration building/office, located adjacent to the chapd, was built 1903 to replace an eaxrlier
uperintendents office. It was desgned by architect James Mulcahy in the English Gothic style of seam-faced granite
with limestonetrim. It hestwo crossgables onthe front faBade and continues to sarveitsorigina function.

The maintenance building, located on Webgter Avenue in the western part of the cemetery, was built in the 1990sto
replace an earlier sructure. The presant building isalarge, shed-roofed, utilitarian structure mede of split concrete blocks
and hes agreen metd roof. Adjacent to itisthe work yard where equipment and surplus soil from burids are stored.

Mount Hope Cemetery hes avaried system of perimeter walls and fences, most of which were built between 1858 ad
194.  Along Wak Hill Stret from the main entrance north isa section of decorative iron-picket fencing that wes
rdocated to the cemetery from the Tremont Strest edge Boston Common in 1875. South of the main entrance dong Walk
Hill Strest isamortared sonewall about three feet tall surmounted by a smple metd picket fence. This wal/fence
combination continues aong Harvard Street on the southeastern edge of the cametery, dthough the wall is lower and the
fenceistdler. Many sections of the Harvard Street wall have been damaeged by automobiles and are in need of repair.
Along Mount Cavary Road a the western edge of the cametery, and at Canterbury and Paine Street on the north, there is
metal picket fencing about six feettall. Between Mount Hope and Cavary Camnetery isalow gonewall surmounted by
chain-link fencing. Chain-link fencing dso forms the boundary between the cemetery and private resdentid properties
on the north 9de near the maintenance building.

(continued)
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The presat layout of the entrance areaon Walk Hill Strest datesto 1903, Outsde the main entrance isa semicircular
turfed goace where there are remnants of formal evergreen plantings. The iron picket that was rdocated from Bogton
Common extends on either sde of the centrd gate (a 2007 replacement), which isflankedby sone pillars that dateto the
early 20* century. There isdso a service entrance on Paine Street.

There are five interior walls a Mount Hope Cemetery. Mot are retaining walls, dthough they vary in character
depending on their purpose and when they were built. These include the Greenwood Avenuewall adjacent to Meadow
Vde Pond (granite dabswith mortared joints), Lake Avenue wall (concrete wall with soneface). Pilgrim Avenuewall
(puddingstone). Ocean Avenuewall (field soneretaining wall), and Rosawood Avenuewall (randomly coursed bluestone
wall with parged cap). At Pilgrim Avenue overlooking Meadow Vae Pond isan devated areaknown as the rockery
where there isarugtic wooden gazebo. The rockery was & onetime afairly daborate rock garden but only afew piled
rocks remain and the areais now overgrown. The presant gazebo isalate 20* -century replacament of an earlier gazebo.

Burial Lotsand Monuments

Cameaeries are divided into sections, which are like the neighborhoods of the cemetery; these are divided into amdler
burid lots, family plots, and individua graves. Thesedivisions reinforce the spatid organization established by the
circulation system, and dso reflect changing buria practices. The buria gpaces a Mount Hopefall into five generd
categories older family lots, pauperslots, civic lots, military lots, and the newer single and double grave sections. Some
lot aress have names, while others are designated by numbers or letters.

In the picturesque hilly central part of the cametery are the older family lotsthat were common through the late 19*
century. They are large enough to accommodate the graves of multiple family members and often have alarge centrd
monument, sometimes supplemented by small heedgonesfor individua family members. Many were initially endlosed
by iron fencing, granite curbing or hedges

In contragt to many other large 19*-century cemeteries in the Boston area, which are privately owned. Mount Hope hes
bean apublic cemetery since 1857 and hes had to accommodate people of limited meansas well as the affluent. The
earlies area st adde for this purpose was the city cemeaery, afive-acreareain the far western part of the cemetery dong
Mount Cavary Road that was initially trested as a separate cemetery with awooden fence around it. In the early years,
no heedgtones or monuments were alowed in the city cemetery, <0 the areaoffers little information about thosewho were
buried there. Also located in the western part of the cemetery are other lots st asdefor people without funds for private
burial. These are single grave lots (as opposad to family plots) and some have modest heedgtones. They indludethe
Bogton City Hospitd lot, the Home for Little Wanderers lot, the Boston Home for Incurables lot, the Homefor Aged Men
lot, the Bogton Port Society lot (for sailors) and an early lot for those of Chinese descent. By 1887, there wereten acres
=t agdefor free or reduced cogt burids. Paupers comprise 64,000 of the 370,000 people buried a Mount Hope.

While both private and public cemeteries often have lots owned by varioustypes of organizations. Mount Hope hes an
unusudly large number and awide range of organizational lots because it hasftinctioned as Boston's main municipa

(continued)
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cemetery during a period when many such organizations became active. Notable civic lotsincludethe Odd Fdlows lot,
the Elkslot, the Masons lot, the Knights Templar |ot, the Boston Printers Union and Typographic Society lot, and a
memorid to Bogton Police officers. Most of thesewere established in the late 19* century and have digtinctive
monuments, which are discussed below. There are d0 lots owned by specific churches (Chapd of the Good Shepherd,
Trinity Church, and Cathedrd of S. Paul), as well as areas st adde for those with a specific ethnic background including
the Scattish lot, the Ukrainian and Norwegian lots, and severd lotsfor those of Chinese ancedtry.

Veerans are another well represented group a Mount Hope Cemetery, with approximately 10,000 veterans graves to date.
The oldest veteranslats are the Army and Navy lot and the Grand Army of the Republic lot. There are dso sections for
Soanish War Veterans, and an extensve arealin the northeestern part of the cemetery, for veteransof both World Wars
and the Korean War, as well as for those of more recent wars (uch as the Vietham and Gulf wars). Veerans graves,
which occupy much of the level northeagtern section of the cemetery, are distinctive for their uniformity, a marked
contragt with the rest of the cemetery. The magjority of these are marble heedstones, but more recently flush granite or
bronze markers have been usd for veterans.

The newest burid lots (since the 1960s) are generdly located around the perimeter of the cemetery. They indlude much
of the land dong Walk Hill Strest, as well as some arees dong Harvard Street and near the maintenance building. Most
of theseare single and double grave lotswith uniform height granite heedstones

The mogt prominent burid structure isthe receiving tomb (photo 2) built in 1875, which islocated just inddethe front
ettrance. Itisunusudly large and handsome for thistype of structure, with acentra entrance and radid gray granite wing
wals. Located infront of it isaveterans ot with flat markers rising only afew inches above the ground, and no trees.
Nearby isatall, late 20*-century replacement flagpole, st in an ormnate bronze beee that gopearsin earlier photos.

There are four tombs located along Channing Avenue in the centra part of the cemetery: the Lienau/Graham tomb, the
Whitney tomb, the Fairfield tomb and the Heyl tomb, as well as a fifth tomb, the Mack/Moore tomb on Springvde
Avenue. They are al granite-faced mound tombs that vary dightly in style and detailing, but are typica of tombs found
in the Bogton areain the late 19* century. The sixth tomb found a Mount Hope, the Poole/Boyco tomb, is freestanding,
rather than buiU into the ground, and built in an unusud Egyptian style with decorative tiles (photo 3).

Mogt ofthe old lot fences have disgppeared, but afew remain. Noteworthy isthe Rollo lot fence, acadt iron decoraive
fence, which istypical of the late 19 -century period. The Jones|ot fence around lotisonly 12" tall. TheHall lot fence
isaruged cagt-iron pog and chain fence that is badly deteriorated.

Many ofthe modt distinctive monuments in the cemeaery are assodiated with the lot of aspecific civic or cultura group.
Theseinclude the Odd Fellows monument, amonumental granite sculpture created in 1877 by Thomas Ball depicting
David and Jonathan, heroicfiguresfrom the Kingdom of Isragl. Also noteworthy is the Elks monument, a life-size
bronze sculpture of an ek st on a puddingstone boulder. The Freemasons monument is a granite monument with a
bronze double-heeded griffin on amarble pedestd.

(continued)
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There are ds0 alarge number of military monuments. One of the oldest of these (built in 1867) isthe Soldiersand
Sailors monument (photo 4) in the Army and Navy ot on Greerwood Avenue. Itisatall granite obdisk sat on a square
tiered granite beese that was designed by Edward R. Brown, an architect in the City Engineer's Office. The comers of the
lot are marked with wide eight-sided granite pogts surmounted by granite cannonballs. The monument is surrounded by
uniform marble military heedstones, which are marked with flagsa veteransday. A few yearslater in 1873, the GAR
monument (photo 5) was built on Webster Avenueto commemorate veteransof the Civil War. The unusud monument
condgts of atriangular bese of three cannons supporting afourth cannon pointing skyward. At the entrance are granite
posts surmounted by shells. The monument is surrounded by uniform marble veterans graves. Much of the rdatively

level northeestern comer of the cemetery is devoted to the graves of 20*-century veterans, which are marked by uniform
marble heedgtones, giving this areathe gopearance of aveterans cametery. A foca point of this areaisthe World War
Veterans monument, a20' tall granite column located in aplaza with alandscaped setting surmounted by a bronze satue
of awinged archangd flankedby two flagpol es. Rdaed to the military monuments, but more recant, is the Boston Police
monument, a bes relief figure of apolice officerin an art deco monument st in a landscgped setting.

In addition to itslarge civic and indtitutional monuments. Mount Hope dso hes an array of family monuments and
heeddones that isfairly typical for acemetery largely deveoped in the late 19 and early 20* century. Nineteenth-
century grave markers include numerous marble heedgtones, as well as severd hundred marble obdigks and columns.
There are ds0 asmdl number of zinc monuments and afew sandgone markers. By the 1910s, granite had become the
mogt popular form of buria marker, except for veterans graves, which continued to be marble until the mid 20*-century
when they were replaced with fiush granite markers.

In summeary. Mount Hope Cemetery combines the rural cemetery design principles generdly associated with private

cemeteries during the late 19* century with a strong tradition of civic monuments. The landscaped setting and cemetery
infrastructure are an integra part of the cemetery, but have lost the refined look shown in early 19*-century photos.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Overview

Mount Hope Cametery qualifiesfor listing on the National Regigter of Historic Flaces under Criteria A and C, with
sgnificance a the local level. The ste may dso have archaeologica significance assodiated with unmarked graves and
buried heedgones The period of significance extendsfrom 1852 to 1959. The cemetery possessssintegrity of location,
design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The cametery quadifiesfor listing under Criterion A due to its strong associaion with the history of the Mattgpan
neighborhood and the city of Boston. Mount Hope was Bogton's first large public cemetery, acquired by the city in 1857
to provide much nesded burial oace after the city's older urban buria grounds were full. It was an important civic
undertaking for the city, and included burial goacefor paupersin unmarked graves as well as for Boston's wedlthy
citizens. The presence of monuments associated with numerous ethnic and civic groups reflects the importance of the
cametery to the community.

The canelay ds0 documents the socid structure of the community, which became more ethnicaly diverse over time.
In the early years, dmost al the nameswere of English, Irish or Scottish origin, as well as people of Chinese desoat
buried in the paupersarea. By the early 20" century additional countries were represented including Norway, Ukraine,
and many more of Chinese descent. Chrigtian symbolismis evident on many heedgstonesthroughout the cemetery.

Mount Hope meets Criterion C as awd l-presarved, late 19*- and early 20*-century caemetery that reflects the evolving
design of burial grounds and funerary monuments in New England during this period. The baanced integration of natura
and built dements isareflection of the 19*-century rurd cemetery movement as adgpted to amunicipa cametery. Mount
Hope Cemetery's earlier burial monuments reflect the sentimentality of the Victorian erain their expression of naturd and
clasdca forms, choice of marble as aprimary materid, and curbed family lots. The later lotswith their more uniform
granite monuments; reflect changing technology and more impersond times associated with the machine age

Severd well-known Boston areadesigners contributed to the creation of Mount Hope Cemetery. David Haggerston, a
horticulturist who hed bean the first superintendent of Mount Auburn Cemetery (1833-34), laid out the origina plan a
Mount Hope. Architect JamesMulcahy, who designed the administration building, dso desgned the office a Evergreen
Camaeay and was gppointed Boston's building commissioner in 1903. Wood and White Architects designed the chapd.

The cemetery medats Criteria Consderation D because it hes sarved as Boston's primary public cemetery from 1857 to the
present. It indudes the graves of 370,000 Bogton residents. The 1852 beginning date for the period of significance
corregponds with the establishment of the cemetery as a private ingtitution (it became public five yearslater). The 1959
termination date reflects National Regigter policy that properties with ongoing significance use a 50-year cut-off date
unless eventsof unusud significance have occurred within the pest 50 years.

(continued)
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History of Mount Hope

The proprietors of Mount Hope Cemetery were incorporated on November 10, 1851. The group included severd
prominent Bostonians, as well as David Haggerston. Mount Hope wias consecrated on June 24, 1852, as a private
cemetery. It was undoubtedly inspired by nearby Forest Hills Cemetery (NRIND) (dso private), which hed been
established two yearsearlier and dso had dose ties to Mount Auburn.

Before the city of Boston acquired Mount Hope in 1857, public burial options included only the older buriad grounds
located within the city proper (which was much smdler a thet time) and andler cemeeries such as Bennington Strest
Cameay (NRIND) in Eagt Boston, which was laid out in amore organized grid-like fashion. Evergreen Cametery (NR
pending), established in 1850, wes till in the sgparate community of Brighton, which was not annexed to Boston until
1874. Thus Mount Hope provided Boston's only public burial optionfrom 1857 until 1874. It remains the largest and
mod active city cemetery.

The origind parcd was 85 acres (the southern part of the present cemetery), which extended from Walk Hill Stregt on the
eadt to what is now Mount Cavary Road on the west. The varied naturd landscape includedfi el ds,forests, wetlands and
rock outcrops, which contributed to the naturd beauty of the dte. Early improvements included laying out asystem of
roads and paths; transforming the wetland in the northern part of the site into Meadow Va e Pond; congtruction of a gate
and fence dong Walk Hill Stret (no longer extant); as well as bams (no longer extant) in the southeestern comer of the
cametery and a superintendent's office (no longer extant) neer the center (see map 1).

The cemetary was initialy private but was acquired by the city of Boston in 1857 for $35,000. By that time Boston hed
ussd up dl available goace within the city limits and was in urgent need of buria goecefor the rapidly growing city. The
city soon divided the 85-acre cemetery intotwo parts. At the western end was thefive-acrecity cemeery st adde for
paupers and others who could not afford private burial. 1t was ddiberately separate from the main cemetery, endosed by
awall and acoessed from Mount Cavary Road rather than from Walk Hill Strest. There are no heedgonesfrom this early
period, 20 relatively little isknown about who was buried here. Nearby was an areafor single graves (as opposad to
family lots), which was initially known as the Public Lot but was later changed to Cypress Vae. Other lotsin the western
pat of the cametery were acquired by various charitable groups to provide burial gpacefor specific groups of nesdy
citizens.

The res ofthe cemetery was devoted primarily to family plotswhere multiple family members would be buried in one
largelot. Initially, many of these plots were enclosed by hedges, fences, or granite curbing. Only afew meta fences
remain and mogt of the granite curbs have been removed, dthough the undulating topography provides evidence of their
exigence and granite geps can be found throughout the older sections of the cemetery. Typically, there was a centrd
family monument in these older lots, sometimes supplemented by smal markers for individuals. Initialy, meny of these
were marble. They included pillars, obdisks, columns, and afew figurative monuments. There are dso afew zinc
monuments from the late 19* century.

(continued)
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The 1878 plan (map 2) shows how buria lotswere laid out during the early yearsof the cemetery. The family lots were
concentrated in the picturesque hilly centra part of the cemetery, which was dso higher in devation, while single grave
lotswere in the western and southwestern part of the cemetery. By thistime, additiona land had been acquired in the
northeest comer, but there were still extensve wetlands al long the northern edgeof the cemetery that hed to be drained
before the land could be used for buria goace Surprisingly, the aleadong Walk Hill Street was left open, dthough there
was abam a the southeast comer of the cemetery.

In the late 19* century, the cametery hed avery manicured gopearance with well-maintained roads  There were dso two
ponds crested from the wetland aress to the north. Meadow Vae Pond, which was begun in the 1860s, was severd acres
in gze with undulating edges  Sylvan Pond, to the west, was amdler and circular, initially with afountain. Therewsasa
gone-edged promontory known as "the rockery" overlooking Meadow Vae Pond. Also characteridtic of the cametery in
the late 19* century were the extengive plantings of well-maintained trees, shrubs, and flowers, which were grown in the
cemetery's greenhouses The loss of someof these ornamentd plantingsis one of the biggest changes that hes occurred
over the past century. There have ds0 been changesin topography. These were partialy to drain the wetlands and areste
thetwo ponds, but congtruction and maintenance of roadswas another ongoing major task requiring large amounts of
grave.

In 1897, responghbility for al Boston cemeteries was transferred to the newly established Boston Cametery Departmernt.
Thisled to mgor improvementsin the early 20 century, including redesign of the entrance and congtruction of the
present chapd and adminigtration building. 1n 1920, another reorgani zation occurred and cemeteries were placed under
the jurisdiction of the Boston Parks Department. There were afew fairly smal land acquisitionsin the early 20 century,
bringing the total Sze of the cemetery to its present 125 acresby 1929. While most of the cametery was laid out by 1900,
there were gtill many ggpsand large open aressin the esstern part of the cemetery. Much of the northeast quadrant was
deveoped as military burid placesin the early part of the century, and other goacesaround the edges werefilled in
throughout the cemetery. The cemetery continued to grow dowly during the 20 century (sse map 3, 1941). It remains
the city'smgjor public cemetery.

Condusons

Bogton hes eighteen municipally owned historic burying grounds established between 1630 and 1892. Seven of these
were esteblished in the 17* century, three in the 18 century, and eight in the 19 century. The oldest are primarily smdl
urban burid placesin downtown Boston. They contain gravestones, tombs, and monuments that honor the founding
meambers of the community, including Revolutionary War heroes and men and women of nationa and internationa fame.
The higtoric significance of this early group of burying grounds hes bean widely recognized and well documented. Three
of these early burying grounds - Granary, King's Chapd and Copp's Hill - are located along Boston's Freedom Trail and
atract thousandsof visitors annualy. The 18 -century burying grounds, which included Brighton's Market Strest
Burying Ground, were similar in character to the early burying grounds.

(continued)
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By the early 19* century, there was major concem about the older burying grounds, which were barren, poorly maintained
places The problem wasthree-fold. First, they were serioudy overcrowded in arapidly expanding city and there wasno
longer any soece available for buria within the city limits. The second problemwas a public hedth issue. At thetime
Bogton residents were largely degpendent upon private wells, and the burial grounds were bdieved to be contaminating the
water supply. Thethird factor was changing attitudes about desth and burial.

In regponse to these concerns, the next generation of burial grounds were mostly established in outlying communities that
were later annexed to Boston. These included Brighton, Charlestown, Dorchester, East Boston, Hyde Park, Mattapan,
Roxbury, and South Boston. As New Englanders rgjected earlier ideas about the horror of deeth and embraced
medanchaly and sentimentaism, they began to explore new burial concepts.  Attitudes about horticulture and the
landscape were d 0 changing and many new civic ingitutions were created, including Mount Auburn Cemetery.

Bennington Streast Cemetery (NRJIND), established in 1838, was one of the first to reflect this new trend. It waslocated
outsde the city canter in Eagt Boston and, unlike the earlier buria grounds, was laid out in an orderly geometric manner
and was intended as a pamanent resting place for those who were interred there. Mount Auburn had an even stronger
influence a Evergreen and Mount Hope Cemeteries, where strong ties to the Massachusatts Horticultural Society led to a
more innovative design. Fairview Cemetery, established in 1832 initially in the town of Hyde Park, became part of the
Bogton cemetery system when Hyde Park was annexed to Boston in 1912,

The dgnificance of Boston's historic burying grounds hes been well documented and iswidely appreciated. Almost of
them have been formally recognized in someway. Seven of Boston's historic burying grounds are individualy listed in
the National Regigter of Historic Places; one site. Centrd, isaNational Historic Landmarks; two stes. Centrd and
Dorchester North, are designated Boston Landmarks; the Granary lieswithin the Beacon Hill Architecturd Didtrict; the
South End Burying Ground is located within the South End Landmark District; and the Eliot (Eustis Street) Burying
Ground lieswithin the Eudtis Street Architectural Conservation District.

Mount Hope, one of three presently active Boston public cemeeries to be nominated to the Nationa Regiger, wasthe
city'sfirst large rurd cemetery. It represents a new generaion of burial grounds inspired by Mount Auburn but dso
reflecting the more conservative practices of amunicipal cemetery. Evergreen (1850) and Fairview (1892), the other two
active cemeeries, were established by outlying towns but later became part of the Boston system; they expand this
tradition and reflect further evolution of Boston cemetery design. There are d 0 alarge number of private ceameegiesin
the city, someof which are d=0 listed in the National Regider.

(end)
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Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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name City of Boston, Parks and Recreation Department
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA
UTMs continued
5. 19 325800 4682900
Verba Boimdary Description

The boundary includesthe entire areaowned by the City of Boston that currently comprises
Mount Hope Cemetery. The cemeatery conddts of one parcd. Ward 18, parcd 06135-000, which
the Assessing Department listses 125.22 aores (5,454,709 g, ft.). Note: Parks Department
figures indicate 125.32 acres The cemetery has not been mapped or surveyed in many years o it
is unclear which figureis correct.

Boundary Justification
The boimdary includesthe original 85-acre cemetery esteblished in 1852, ss well as amdler
acquigtionsin the late 19* and early 20* century. The fmal purchasein 1929 brought the

cemegay to itspresant size. Almogt al of this acreege has been devdoped as buria land except
for asmall work areaa the westem end of the cemetery.
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Photo 3

Photo 4

Photo 5

Photo 6

Historic Maps:

Description

Chapd and cemetery entrance
Receiving tomb

Pooie/Boyco Egyptian tomb
Soldiers and sailors monument
GAR veterans monument

World War veterans monument

1. 1867 Plan of Mount Hope Cemetery

2. 1878 Plan of Mount Hope Cemetery

3. 1941 Mt. Hope Cemetery General Plan

4. 1999 Plan showing expansion of burial areas
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52008

52008
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52008
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Shary Berg
Shay Berg
Shary Berg
Shary Berg
Shay Berg



Photo# Historic Name

Cemaery

Meadow Vae Pond

Sylvan Pond

Circulation sysem

Chapd
(MHC# 10820)

Administration
building/Office
(MHC#10819)
Maintenance Building
System of perimeter

walls and fences

Sysem of interior
walls

Gazebo
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Location

NW dde of
Greenwood Avenue

Ok and Pinewood
Avenues
Throughout
cemelery

At cemetery
entrance

At cemetery
entrance

Westem Avenue

Perimeter of
cemetery

Greerwood Avenue
Lake Avenue
Pilgrim Avenue
Oceen Avenue
Rosawood Avenue
Pilgrim Avenue

Description/
Material

Large man-meade pond

with stone edging, partially

filled in 1960s

Smdll circular pond with

cut gone edging.

Bituminous (roads were

initially gravel)

English Gothic. Architects:

Wood and White. Seam
faced ledge sone with
limestonetrim.

English Gothic. Architect:

James Mulcahy. Seam
faced granite with
limestonetrim.

Industrial building with

concrete block wallsand

meta roof

Mortaredfieldstonewalls
of varied gtyles, dsoiron

fencing.

Fiddstone retaining walls

of varioustypes, some
with cgps.

Rustic wooden pavilion
overlooking lake

Page 1 of 3

Date

Begun 1860s

1860s
1852 - eaxly

20* century
1900

1903

1990s
Begun in
1858

Late 19*
century

Lae20*
century

Type

Ste

Structure

Structure
Structure

Building

Building

Building

Structure

Structure

Structure

Status

NC

NC



Receiving tomb

Hagpole with bronze
bese

Lienaw/Graham tomb
Whitney tomb

Fairfield tomb

Heyl tomb

Mack/M ooretomb

Poole/Boyco Tomb

Rollo lot fence

Jones|ot fence

Hall lot fence

Odd Fellows
monument
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Laure Avenue nesr
cemetary entrance

Near cemeery
entrance
Channing Avenue

Channing Avenue

Channing Avenue

Channing Avenue

Springvae Avenue

Pilgrim Avenue neaer
Centra

Montgomery Wak
neer Springvale
Avenue

Irving Walk near
Pilgrim Avenue
Centrd part of
cemetery

Centra Avenue

Radid gray granite wall
with centra entrance and
wingwalls

50" tall bmshed aluminum

Mound tomb with granite
front and iron gate
Mound tomb with granite
front, door isblocked in
Mound tomb with granite
front topped by um, sed
picket gate

Moimd tomb with
decorative granite front
and marble columns
Vault tomb with granite
front and cadt iron gate.
Egyptian vault tomb
sheethed in ashlar gone
with mosaic and sone
column front

Cad iron decorative fence

12" tall iron fence

Rusted cadt iron post and
chain fence - badly
deteriorated

Granite sculpture by
Thomeas Ball depicting
David and Jonathan

Pege 20f3

1875

Late 20th
century
Late 19*
century
Late 19*
century
Late 19*
century

Lae 19*
century

Late 19*
century
Late 19*
centiuy

Late 19*
century
Late 19*

century
19* century

1877

Structure

Object
Structure
Structure

Structure

Structiv-e

Structitfe

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Object

NC



Elks monument
Feamasons
monument

Soldiers and Sailors

monument

GAR monument

World War Veterans
monument

Boston Police
monument
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Benevolent Order of
Elkslot. Walnut
Avenue

Wanut and
Highland Avenues

Army and Navy lot.

Greenwood Avenue

GAR lot, Pilgrim
and Webster
Avenues

Birch Avenue

Centra Avenue

Metal sculpture of large

dk on puddingstone
boulder

Granite monument with

bronze double-headed

griffin, marble pedestd.

Edward R. Brown,

architect, Granite obdlisk
on uaretiered granite

base

Triangular base of three

cannons supporting a

fourth caimon pointing

skyward.
20' tall granite colxmin

surmounted by bronze
daue of an archangd

Granite monument with

bas relief of apolice
officer

Pege3of 3

Ca 1880s

Ca 1880s

1873

1954

Ca 1930s

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object
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Map 7 - Mount Hope Cemetery, 1867 showing early cemetery boundaries, layout of roads and wooded areas. Walk Hill Street ison thefar right.
(Note: 1858 map isvery similar except that Meadow ValePond did not exist at that time.)



Map 2 - Mount Hope Cemetery, 1878 map showing expanded boundary at the upper right, areas where burial lots had been laid out and
extensive wetlands in the northern part of the cemetery. Walk Hill Street ison thefar right.
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Map 3 - Mount Hope Cemetery, 1941 map showing current boundaries and burial areas that had been laid out by that time.
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Map 4 - Mount Hope Cemetery, 1999 showing expansion of burial areas.
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Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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RECEIVED

BOSTON

Thomas M, Menino, Mayor

MASS. HIST. COMM
June 2, 2009

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

Nationa Regider Director

Massachusatts Historical Commission < *A n-j,
220 Morrisey Boulevard , » =N
Boston, MA 02125-3314 f A

RE: Nationa Register Nomination for Evergreen, Mt. Hope, and Fairview Cameteries :
Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| amwriting to you to express my support for the National Register nomination of the

Bogton Parks and Recresation Department's three active cemeteries Evergreen, Mt. Hope, n
and Fairview. All three of these Steswere established in the nineteenth century. They Yy,
illustrate important developments in the evolution of graveyard desgn from rural %
cemeeies to lawn park cemeteries. They continue the tale of Boston's residents, begun

in the oldest seventeenth-century burying grounds, tracing the history of Boston from

beforethe Civil War to the present day.

TheNational Regider satuswill allow these Stesto sk grant funding to restore its .
historic administration buildings and chepelsas well as to preserve the landscape
characterigtics and planting patterns that distinguish and honor the memory of those
buried there.

Thank youfor consgdering Evergreen, Mt. Hope, and Fairview Cemeteries for listing on
the National Register. The Boston Parks and Recregtion Department welcomes the
opportunity to work with the Massachusatts Historical Commission towards our joint
god of preservation of Boston's historic resources.

Sincerely

AntoniaM. Pollak
Commissoner

Boston Parks and Recreation Department

AntoniaM. Pdllak, Commissoner
1010 Massachusatts Ave, Boston, MA 02118 / Td.; (617) 635-4505 / Fax: 635-3173



The Commonwealth of M assachusdts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

August 5, 2009

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Faces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:
Mount Hope Cemetery, 355 Walk Hill Stret, Bogton [Mattapan] (Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Locd
Government community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of support was received.

Sincerdy,

rAjjIUU; U~
Betsy Friedoerg Q
National Regigter Director
M assachusats Historical Commission

endosure

(004 Shay RPae Bayg, conaultant
Katherine McLaughlin, Bogon CLG coardingtor
Thames Menino, Mayar, City of Boston
SN Prange, Bogon Landmarks Commisson
Antonia Pallek, Bogon Paks Commissoner

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc
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