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CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent | |

Altered
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Good f~l Fair |yf* Deteriorated | | Ruins ( | Unexposed | 1

(Check One) (Check One) 

\&f Unaltered | | Moved | | Original Site (J^

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dow House is a two-story brick-masonry structure with nine rooms, 
plus halls and stairs, above ground, and with additional rooms in the full 
basement. The modified hip-roof originally was of shingles, with a rain- 
gutter of tarred metal extending out over the ornamental cornice. The 
cornice is decorated with scrollwork and pendants of wood.

The house combines an essentially colonial floorplan witji decorative 
features popular at the time of its construction in 1872-71; 4/

The main structure and major interior partitions are in basically 
original condition, except for certain well defined changes in door and 
window openings, and a number of partitions added in successive remodelings, 
The first of these was done in 1902-1910>/>y the second owners, who par­ 
titioned off part of the upper hallway and added some closets. They also 
built a large frame addition for a summer kitchen and milk house. The 
second remodeling came but a few years ago, in an abortive attempt to 
convert the structure to an apartment.

None of these alterations have seriously damaged the main structure 
of the buildings and the partitions can be removed easily for period 
restoration.

S A restoration/refurnishing master plan for the property including 
grounds has been prepared by the firm of Harold Hoskins and Associates of 
Lincoln, Nebraska. This will be implemented over a period of years under 
the terms of an agreement between the Crawford County Conservation Board, 
the Crawford County Historical Society, and the Town of Dow
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Dow House derives its primary significance through association 
with the family of the builder,'Simeon E. DOWK Mr* Dow was prominent in 
the region. He came to Iowa in I8£lj, and to Crawford County in 18££. 
In that year, he secured this piece of property along with others, under 
a soldiers' land warrant. Near a spring on the property, he built his 
first cabin. Subsequently he built a larger house, and ultimately in 
1872-7U J&e structure listed here.

Dow built a successful real estate business upon his initial trade 
in soldiers' land warrants. /In this he was a contemporary, and in some 
matters an associate of J. W. Denison.

He helped found the first school and the first Baptist Church and 
the cemetery in the community. He donated considerable land for public 
purposes.

He introduced purebred shorthorn cattle to the region in the 18£0's, a] id 
continued active in stock raising.

With the coming of the Northwestern Railway in 1869, Dow helped found 
the town that bears his name,'in collaboration with the noted promoter, 
John I. Blair. ^At various times he held office as postmaster, probate 
judge, and county treasurer. / He was an active Democrat throughout his life

At the peak of Dow's activities in the 1870's and l880's, he owned a 
number of businesses in Dow City, including a grain elevator, a cheese 
factory, a mill, a hardware and farm implement business. In addition, he 
was a major source oJ^arm credit, and continued active in the stock trading 
line.

During the period of 187U-1902, the Dow House was the center of much 
of the economic, political, social and cultural activity in the community.

In addition to its strong historic significance the house is interest­ 
ing in its combination of architectural features. It stands out in sharp 
contrast to the houses of contemporary period in Dow City and Denison, 
where most are of Gothic Revival pattern.

The structure has high potential for restoration and refurnishing as 
an interpretive exhibit helping visitors to visualize the life style of an 
entrepreneur in Iowa's formative years.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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STREET AND NUM BER:

South End of Prince Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Dow City

Iowa 14 Crawford 047

Crawford County Engineer's Office Denison, Iowa
inch = 200'

April 1971

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS Map // 3

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

Latitude and Longitude

55' 3Q" 95° 29' 50"
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