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Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black
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See Attached Map.

The Crystal Street Historic District

Area Letter Form numbers in this Area

1854 - 1856

Town Worces ter

Name of Area (if any) Crystal Street

Historic District

Present U residential

General Date or Period o AAAAA

General Condition very good to
excelient

Acreage Acres

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

Organization MHC
Date December 1988

includes 3 residential buildings and

two modern garages. The boundaries were selected to include the row of
three three-deckers that face University Park, A steep hillslope rises

to the rear of the rov;.

Houses along Crystal Street to the north and

south of the district are far less uniform in character, are generally of
a much later construction date, and have seen more extensive alteration.
Boundaries follow the historic lot lines of the subdivisions on which the

district's houses vtere built.

Contributing/Non-contributing status

Buildings: 3C, 2NC

UM REFERENCE A 19/2 67090/4 680840
B 19/267100/4680760
C 19/267040/4680760
D 19/267040/4680840
USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester South
SCALE 1:25, OOP



NATI ONAL REG STER CR TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

The Crystal Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. | ti ssignificant
as stylish rowof park-side three-deckers, built i nthelate 19thcentury

as rental units forthenore prosperous, skilled blue-collar and white-
collar residents of theMin South neighborhood. The development of the
Crystal Street three-deckers was also linked t othearea's growth i nthis
period both as a streetcar suburb and as a residential area for enployees

of nearby factories. The houses of thedistrict arealso a particularly
ornate group of Queen Anne style three-deckers, one of the best-preserved
rows of 19t hcentury three-deckers i nthecity. The Crystal Street Historic
Districtthus meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places

* N ° A ° N
%ﬂtmals éﬁ\ﬁ?k‘AI\CE Describe important architectural 'features andeval udte i nterns oir

other areas within the comunity.

Architecturally, th_three houses of the Crystal Street Historic District
represent a group of remarkably well-preserved, andunusually well-detailed
Queen Anne style three-deckers. Set onthehillslope overlooking University
Park, 30, 32 and 34 Crystal Street arenearly identical 1 nappearance. The
hcuses have thecharacteristic side-hall plan with side-wall jog. Each has
an asymmetrical main facade with a recessed, side-bay entry sheltered bya
small, gabled portico. Theportico of 30 Crystal Street i ssupported by lathe-
turned posts, but on theother twohouses these have been replaced by simple,
square posts. A corner turret with a conical capi ssituated opposite the
entry on each building. The houses areall clad i nwood clapboard, with cut
shingles on thecurved turret surfaces andi na band between the second and
third stories of each house. Many w ndows have simple bracketed caps.
Single andpaired cut brackets decorate theroof cornice overhangs.

HSTARCAL SAGNH CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area andhowt hearea relates to the
devel opment of other areas of the comunity.

In thelate 19thcentury, thearea around University Park southwest of
downtov/n Worcester vas subdivided and devel oped as an ethnic, multi-family
residential neighborhood. Residents were drawn tothearea by enploynment
opportunities i nthefactories located along th-?nearby railroad corridor.
The opening of electric street railway service along Main Street also nmade
the area an easy conmmute for those who worked downtown or i nother parts of

the city. Many families of Irish extraction located i nthe neighborhood,
and thearea around University Park was also a focus for a group of French-
Canadian families. | nparticular, the streets facing University Park offered

an attractive residential settinj, andon thewest side of thepark, a row of
stylish three-deckers was built ca. 1892. The houses appear t ohave been

devel oped by Janes Harrop, who lived at 30 Crystal Street, andwho owned al |
three houses for over 35 years. | n1892, Harrop was enployed as a wool sorter,
but si xyears later he was a dry goods merchant, and by 1916 he was |isted as

a real estate agent. The stylish Crystal Street three-deckers attracted a
group of skilled blue-collar andwhite-collar residents. Besides, Janes
Harrop, residents of 30 Crystal Street i n1900included Albert Baker, a foreman;
and Fred Israel, a patternmaker. | n1912, tenants included Charles Bragg, a
superintendant; Frances Bragg, an operitor; and Charles Morley Jr., a machinist.
In 1920, tenants included Frank Wod, a weaver; andEverett Harrop, an
engineer. The neighboringthree-deckers also attracted skilled mechanics,

B Bl G3APHY and/ or REFEHRENES ( CONTI NUED)

Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1892,1900,1912, 1920, 1930.
L. J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Wrcester, 1896, 1911,. 1922.
J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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many probably enployed within easy walking distance of their hones. Resi deni
of 32 Crystal Street i n 1892ncluded Morton Smth, and John Fox, both

machinists. I n1900, tenants included Harry Laycock, an overseer; and
Janes Hol linrake and John Fox, both machinists. Il Nn1912, occupants included
-Charles Hull, a foreman; and W lliam Smth, a machinist. Similarly, 1 n 1892,

the residents of 34 Crystal Stroet included Joseph Geoffry, RM Cook, and ;.

George Kemp, al | machinists. Kesidents here i n1912included El mer
Schoonmaker, a weaver; Edwin Davis, a bookeeper; and George Danon, an organ
maker .

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



D STR CT' DATA SHET
RYSTAL STRET H STAR C O STR CT
VIRESTEHR MSSAAHEETTS

MPRB QK LO MC/ HSICR CNMNE ATRESS
7-10-C 1854  Harrop Three- Decker 30 Crystal Street
Il garages
7-10-B 1855  Harrop Three- Decker 32 Crystal Street
7-10-A 1856  Harrop Three- Decker 34 Crystal Street
TOTAL:

DATE SIYLE STATLS -ESO.RE
cl 892 Queen Anne IGB
2NC B
cl 892 Queen Anne IGB
cl 892 Queen Anne IGB

3 Contributing Buildings
2 Noncontributing Buildings
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Worcester Three-Deckers MRA
Wor cester County, MASSAHEETTS
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11. Crystal Street HstoricDistrict fiubstantlye fie ivvwwww»w

12. Davis, Rodney, Three- Decker

13. Davis, Wsl ey, Three- Decker

14. DEan, Mary, Three-Decker

16. Doflge, Hel en, Three-Decker

17. Doran, Thonmas F., Three-Decker

18/ Drew, Elvira, Three-Decker

19. Duke, Philip, Three-Decker

20. Dworman, David, Three-Decker

Attest
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Mttloaal Register
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National Register of Historic Places
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI' S Reference Niimber: 89002379 Date Listed: 02/ 09/ 90
Crystal Street Historic District Wor cest er MA
Property Nane County State

Worcester Three-Deckers TR Worcester MRA
Mul tiple Ncune

This property i slisted i n theNational Register of Historic
Places i n accordance with theattached nom nation docunentation
subject tothefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or eunendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Date of Acti on

ended Items | n Nom nati on:

Acconpanyi ng Document ati on;
The approriate scale for t hesketch map i s 1"=200".

This information was confirmed by AnnTait, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
Nati onal Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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PROPERTY  Crystal Street Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE Worcester Three-Deckers MA
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STATE & GOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI VED: 12/ 26/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  1/09/90
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REFERENCE NUMBER 89002379
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U\s boundary justification
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Please refer to the map Iin the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64Q0Q30Q5



