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CONDITION
Excellent Q Good Foir

(Check One) 

Deteriorated O Ruins CD Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered [ | Unaltered

(Check One) 

(~1 Moved PT| Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cornerstone of the original building was laid in 1830 and dedicated 
in 1831 after completion of the building. The original building was 183 t 8" 
X 65*10". The exterior was whitewashed brick. Green trim; slate roof; stone 
sills. Central porch was 12'3" deep; Tuscon portico, south elevation. East 
and west wings were added in 1907-1908. This addesd 28'8" plus depth of 
portico, making feotal length of building' 222*. Wings were 60*8" deep. Some 
additions made to the back in 1912, 1917 and 1926 have now been removed.

STYLE: 

PLAN:

MATERIALS AND METHOD 
OF CONSTRUCTION:

EXTERIOR APPEARANCE:-

SCALE AND PROPORTION:

INTERIOR APPEARANCE:

PRESENTLY:

Early Greek Revival with late Federal influence.

Elongated rectangle with central protrusions, front 
and rear. Wards open to galleries.

Brick and plaster, 
arch substructure.

Bearing wall system with brick 
Brick columns.

Three stories (two floors and a basement) with giant 
Doric order extending over all three. Central porti< 
with an oval vent in gable. Open galleries both 
floors. Cornice approximately 1/5 of building 
height. Low pitched roof.

Massive and somewhat awkward without full benefit 
of late Greek Revival refinements.

Generally plain with wooden floors," windBws',1 -doors 
and mouldings. Plain entrances with rectangular or 
semicircular heads. Second story, south-center 
entry has unique "eagle and arrow fanlight". Wooden 
stairs and balusters.

End bays added in 1907 and 1908 created a seeminly 
lower silhouette. Otherwise, front elevation 

unchanged.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

structure served as a hospital for the City of Mobile from 
the time it opened in 1831 until July, 1966 when a nev city hospital 
received its first patients. Dr. Willis Roberts was the first superin­ 
tendent of City Hospital.

The hospital cared for the hundreds of Mobilians stricken with 
yellow fever in epidemics from 1839 to 1897. The 1853, 1873, 1878 and 
1897 epidemics were among the most severe. In 1873, more than 40 per 
cent of those treated for yellow fever at City Hospital died. The 1878 
epiddfmic struck 297 people and killed 83 Mobilians. Father Abram J. Ryai, 
poet-priest of the Confederacy and than a resident of Mobile, helped 
raise funds for those stricken. In 1897, yellow fever's last visit to 
Mobile, at least 35 people were killed among the almost 300 Mobilians 
who contracted the disease.

City Hospital was a center for the care of wounded Confederate 
soldiers in the closing months of the War Between the States and 
particularly during the Battle of Mobile Bay in August, 1864. Again 
in 1865, the medical facility was taxed by "The Great Magazine Explosion 
which snuffed out the lives of hundreds of Mobilians and destroyed 
several square blocks of commercial and residential buildings.

The Daughters of Charity began nursing in the hospital in 1853. 
They took over the administration of the hospital in 1861 and continued 
in this capacity until April 15, 1959. These sisters, ending an era at 
their own request, served the hospital for more than one hundred years.

The Mobile Corcavunity Action Committee and other commercial 
organizations now use the building for offices.
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NAME AND TITLE: jj. Warner Floyd, Executive Director, Alal^^i)^4li.^LJ^^c^ Comm. 
Margaret Rose Ingate, Mobile; Michael Fazzio, Archite<:t>^i-LJt^MiTining Comm

ORG ANI ZATION

Alabama Historical Commission
DATE

December, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

305 South Lawrence Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Montgomery
TATE

Alabama 01

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State ~ Local
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Title
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preset

Date 197/7

ATTEST:

eeper of The National Register ^
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OLD CITY HOSPITAL

9. Files, Old City Hospital, located in New
City Hospital, Mobile.
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