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(Check One)
[ Excellent X Good [ Fair [} Deteriorated [] Ruins [ Unexposed

CONDITION (Chook Ong) (Check One)

X Altered [J Unaltered ] Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of the larger, more elaborate houses in Belfast. The White House
The house is built upon large, smooth, cut blocks of granite and the
main block is tyg)stofies high and three bays wide with a projecting center
pavilion. The two-story intermediate wing at the rear connects to a two-

. |story, rectangular, rear block parallel to the front block.

The house has smooth flush siding on the front and sides of the main

R w

m

block with clapboards elsewhere. The walls of the main block are marked m
off by corner colossal Doric pilasters, and there is a molded belt course -_
. - z

between floorsf .
PORCHES: Two-story entrance porch in projecting center pavilion, -

T T e [ M A

distyle in antis, carved ornament in the pediment, on the c

(@]

friezes of each story, and against the house at the second -

floor. -

o

DOORWAYS: Both the main entrance and the west side entrance have z

w

simple doorways with side lights and later board doors.
WINDOWS: Doubie hung windows, later two-light sash in the front,
six~-light sash in the rear. Elaborate window frames on
front block with cornices on the second floor, and flat
pediments and underwindow panels on the lower floor.

ROOF: The building has a low hip roof on the main block -4}

roofs on the rear, shingled. /X

CUPOLA: Elaborate cupola on the main block balustradddésquare first
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7. DESCRIPTION

stage; octagonal second stage with large windows. Ionic corner columms,

and a heavily carved balustrade.

Calvin A. Ry\}é .

ARCHITECT:
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

This house was bqi%;wfqp‘JamesyEa;;eﬁigp(ﬁhitquho was born in Bel-
fast, September 2,,%?00\and died March 25, 1879 at the age of 78. He
has a longl?n& sﬁéceé%ful“hysiness career and was Mayor of Belfast from
1861-1863,;‘White wagiaiso a State Senator from 1862-1863.

James P. Ta;iaferro, a U.S. Senator from Florida, purchased the
house in l9lé§§orvhis use as a summer home.

The real sigﬁificance of the James P. White House lies with its
architecture.' It is an outstanding example of high style Greek Re§1v31
architecture in Maine as designed by a native architect, Calvin A. Ryder
of Orrington, Maine. Besides designing many great houses in Belfast,
Ryder left his mark in Bangor and the surrounding communities before
moving to Boston in the mid-nineteenth century. In Bangor, Ryder de-
signed the William Blake House; one of the first and best Second~Empire
Houses in the State. When all of his work has been décumented, Ryder
will no doubt rank as one of 19th century Maine's leading architects,

possibly the best interpreter in Maine of the Greek Revival style.
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Exhibition of Maine Architecture From 17th Century To

(Catalog of an exhibit arranged by the Art Department of

Historic Churches and Homes of Maine.
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NAME AND TITLE:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the.criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State []  Local (@

National

ORGANIZATION v DATE
i i i ission Qet, 17..1972
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| 31 Western Avenue -
CITY OR TOWN: STATE coDE

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hi 0 ic Preservation
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