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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a rectangular masonry building, about L8 feet by 120 feet,
eleven bhays long, three-and-a-half stories high with a gable roof. The
masonry walls, made of green_granite from Jamestown, Rhode Island, rough-
cut and 1aid in random patterns, are a particularly handsome feature of
the tuilding. Supolementing the load-bearing outer masonry walls is a
heavy timber mill-frame construction on the interior and a wood-trussed
roof construction. Windows are spaced evenly on the north and south
long sides of the building, double-hung with twelve-light sash, the win-
dows of the sround floor teing taller than the others.

A square entrance and stair tower projects from the center of the
north side_of the building and still contains a stairway, though much
altered and retuilt. The tower, which now terminates with a low pitched
roof ahout the height of the main roof ridge, oririnally carried a square
wooden helfry with an arched, louvered ovening on each face.

The interiors originally prorably consisted simply of open floor
space on all four floors, as is now seen on the fourth, or attic, floor
and most of the third floor. The first two floors have been partitioned
for later storasze purposes. The masonry walls are plastcred, and there
vas avparently wooden wainscoting in some areas. The attic story seems
to have teen more fully finished than the lower stories, btut little of
that finish work remains.

Later brick buildinrs adjoin the original stone one at both ends--
hig'er on the east and lower on the west--involving the rebuilding of the
east and west walls of the original tuilding. The north and south walls
of the tuilding are essentially intact, although a few window openings
have been closed, or enlarged as loading entrances. The original building
is at the center of a eroup of industrial tuildings on the waterfront and
is the key piece, architecturally, in the group.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE.

The Newport Steam Factory was built in 1831 by a group of Newvport
btusiness men. It was one of four early cotton mills tuilt at about the
same time on the Newport waterfront in an ultimately unsuccessful _effort
to revive the economy of the town, which still had not recovered from
the Revolution. The Newport Steam Factory and the Perry Mill, built in
1835 and much altered, are the only two remaining.

The Newport Steam Factory cost about $L0,000 to build and was_used
for cotton mamufacturing until 1857, when it was closed due to the de-
pression in the cotton-manufacturing tusiness. It was sold in 1858 and
re-fitted for mamufacturing waro. In a fire in 1860, the second and
third floors were damaged and some machinery lost. At that time 6L men
wére employed in the mill. The building was acquired in 1892 by the
Newport Tlluminating Company and has been a key building until recent
times in its activity.

The Newport Steam Factory is the most important survivine example
of the 19th-century industrial development of the Newport waterfront,
as well as teing an interesting large example of early mill construction
in New England.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State X

The recommended

Natio Local []

Title otate Liaison Officer

Date AuguSt 163 1971

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prdservation
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