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The attached property, the Fairfield Historic District, in Fairfield
County, Connecticut, reference number 71000897, was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 03/24/1971, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979,
Part I, Vol. 44, No. 26, page 7440. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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1 Excellent (@ Good [J Fair [ Deteriorated [ Ruins O Unexposed
CONDITION - -
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered . O Unoltered | 3 Moved o Original Site , -

3 { Hlstorlcallv and Archltecturally Interestlng Bulldlngs of the I

;

f§ Four Squares., It includes all buildings bordering the 0ld Post|
"__;;’;E buildings southeast and northeast of the Town Hall on both sides: of

1], the sGuthwest side of Beach Road and is included in the Hlstorlc

T . Fairfield Historical District i - Pl ; o
- : i P : oy

. 1791 by Major William Silliman, soh of General Gold Sellect Sllllman
i; who was in charge of the troops guarding Fairfield in 1779. It has. i
K:! two ch ey central hallway plan and an elaborate porch with a = ' |
flared curved roof supported by slender columns. There are additions to

\\> The Fairfleld Academy whlch became known as the Old Academy has

, -Small circubar windows in the gables as well as by a’dominant gabled ¥
‘;\ section which projects somewhat from the facade.§ R ,

DESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAI; APFEARANCE ST

‘ll

Fairfield was originally laid out in Four Squares with about 25730 L

- acres each., Five streets were laid out, two running northeast-] .
' ‘southwest, and three running northwest-southeast all the way to'the
beach, MNewton Square contained the parsonage land for the use of

. the minister; Frost Square was for the Meeting House, the Court!House; .

i the School House, and a third square,. BUuk? Square was for a mllxtary or

.or public park with a place for a burying ground, - the fourth. square‘ e

. contained land for the founder of the town, Roger Ludlowe, . The'ﬂ"”
' Historic District of Fairfield includes portions of the orlglnal

! Road from the Post Road to Turner Street and it includes the !~
. Beach Road to a point just before the Old Burying Ground which on

'f Dlstrlct. The total area of the dlstrlct is about 35*aores.5 ‘F

[
;lv ' JI in b

1

" The Town Hall and the Town @reen are the.focal p01nt of the orlglnal

- Four Squares. The first town house was built in 1720 and destroyed. in ;

1779 by the British. It was rebuilt in 1794. At this time it had a_
five bay front with central doorway topped by a hipped roof and a' -
cupola. About 1870 the building was remodeled in the Second,Emplre
'Style and in 1936 it was restored to its. 1794 appearance (which, 1s
recorded in a woodcut of that period, Since its restoration. hlp
roofed one story wings have been added on either side to. provide
addltional space. , L A A
.o 1 Town Hall Green "Rising Sun Tavern! Bullt in 1780 by Samuel

. Penfield this tavern sheltered some prominent yisitors in the post-
revolutloﬁary period from 1780 to 1818, It is a gambrel: roofed‘nl
-building with five bays and additions, include ‘wings to the side, v
~and the réar, the porch, chlmneys and dgrmer windows. S

th Old Pdst Road The Sllllman House. Thls ﬁulldlng was bullt

‘the side and rear of the house. A §~ e G o
. ‘ -k

- been moved fram its original site to jts present position S.E.-of
sity hall! It is distmnguished by a cupola on the roof and by f

249 Beach Roa ThlS house has a central chimney plan w1th later

s

_ addttions o the resr and side. It survived the British ratd of 177'9 '

SNOIL1DnY . s i
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1 because a servant hldlng in the house put. out the :f.‘l

by the M:Lsses Emily and Catherine Porter. L

303 Beach Road This center chmney colonlal house was 6r1ginally a
: salt-box. At the tme of -the burmng of the “town by the BrJ.t:Lsh

threatened for a while to destroy her and her house.t T
occup:_ed by Mr. and Mrs. Sa.muel Glover.

“Historic Dlst.r:.ct.
]'.TI‘S. C G‘o EI]J-liaIHSQ, ‘ R :"" f.‘

_ 739 Old Post, Roa.d - The Burr lfansion is located southwest ‘of the
' Town Hall and the Town Green to the rear of the OLd: Academy. ‘XI‘o is
a building which was built .in 1740 as a two=chimney colonial m.th
. a wide center hall. The building was adapted to the Greek Revival .
Style' in 1840. The roof was raised and a two story portico was added,
in the front, bhé .roof of which is framed into the house just below
the frieze which is plain. There are evebrow windows -in the ]fr:l.eze
2 to admit light to the third story. The mansion has'a long history of agsoc
" with émminent persons including President Dwight of Yale and the artists::

. John Trumbull and John Singleton Copley. K It ie now owned 'b:,r ‘the t.own

: of Faz.rfleld and is used for town off:x.ces. ) , i

952 014/ Post Road Built about 1750 this house is located on }he ol
Post Road around the. corner i‘rmn the Burr Ma.nszl.on. ‘It is an excellen-
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'exceptlng the two structures on the corner of the Post Road, and lt
includes the buildings southeast and northeast of the Town Hall on
" both siides of Beach Road to.a p01nt Just. before the 0ld Burying
Ground which is on the southwest ‘side- of Beach Road -and is included -
The total area of “the district is aw
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIGANCE ' : H | .o ! ‘
: t

“

. in a variety of architectural styles.
i the town by the British to and including a Romanesgue library L
¢+ built in 1890 and a variety of Victorian residences.- All of the
~ buildings taken together form a totality the richness of which .

eludes attempts at documentation, but which is comprised of the '

within and between differing architectural styles, Thus the: ..
Fairfield Historic District is significant because it is an ',:ﬁ*
impressive and aesthetically pleasing totality, and it is also -
significant from an historical point of view because it.was the
focal point of the first English settlement in the area and an
._1mportant British target during the Revolutionary War. -

'
1

appéared secure from further Indian warfare Roger Ludlowe and a
small: group of Englishmen purchased a large expanse of 1and from |
the Indlans which consisted of present day Fairfield, Greens

At that time the area was called Uncowaye meaning "looking ! forward . .
- 8- &alley," and at the time of settlement had belonged to the ',
Pequopnock Indians..
maJor part of the Historic District was laid out 1mmed1ately

after| the purchase of lands, and the earliest development f_the_;
town lof Fairfleld took place there. : U AR

fDuring the Revolutlonary War Falrfleld became a Brltlsh target in
part because it was the center of whaleboat warfare along the =
sounds -In July-of 1779 General Tryon attacked the town and in - "

- When Washington pasaed through. the town on his presidential tour
in 1789 he recorded in his diary that "The Destructive evidences

' The Fairfield Historic District includes approxlmately 75 bulldlngSj
These range from the llmlted l

- number of pre-revolutionary houses wnich survived the burning of - tw

complex relationships of open and closed spaces and\the counterpoint f

. After the conclusion of the Pequot war in 1637 when the area’

P

of Bratlsh cruelty are yet V1sible both in Norwalk and Falrflead." o

Farms, Redding, Weston, Easton and the western section of Brldgeport_ffj‘bﬁ

The Four- Squares area which ‘comprises ‘the ‘_fm<A

“two days Hessians burned two hundred houses and all publie bulldlngs-'

o .
B
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Cuide to the History and the Historic Sites of

F.S.M. Crofut,
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Connecticut.

New HaVen.

Yale Unlver51ty Press, 1937.
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Fairfield, Conns

1.639 -

the town of Fairfield on:

1964A Booklet publlshed by ,
the three hundred and! twenty~

fifth annmversary of the' foundlng of FalrfleldU
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© As the desxgnaied State meson Officer for the Na-

© tional Hxstonc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
' 89-665),'1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion -
in the Nauonal‘ Register and certify that it has been
"evaluated qccordmg to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Nafional Park Service. The recommended
level of signi.(i‘l'c’ance;of this nomination is! ’
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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD
Town Hall — Fairfield, Conn.

+hdded 9/23/51 EAIRFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

OLD POST ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT
BEACH ROAD

Street # Map # Lot #

205 139 400
239 " 399
249 " 398
289 " 397
290 " 443
303 " 396
340 " 445
349 " 395
420 " 448
364 " 446
370 " 447

BELMONT STREET

S0 141 - 28

110 " 29
OLD. POST ROAD

85 130 152A

86 141 2
106 " 3
111 139 359
121 " 358
126 141 4
- " 5 (625 Post Road, no number on 01d Post Road)
139 139 357
153 " 356
157 " 355
164 141 6
174 " 7
175 139 354
186 141 8
197 139 353
215 " 352
224 141 30
229 139 351
236 141 31

237 139 350



0ld Post Road Historic District - Page 2

OLD POST ROAD (Cont'd)

Street # Map # Lot #

248 141 32
255 139 349
260 141 33
261 139 348
270 141 34
271 139 347
290 141 36
307 139 335
+310 141 2 (new sub-division)
311 " 334
323 " 333
360 141 38
363 139 407
383 " 406
388 141 39
401 139 405A
406 141 40
415 139 401
432 " 449
455 " 404
458 " 450
466 " 450A
480 " 451
487 " 403
500 " 451A
515 " 402
536 " 452
543 " 401
556 " 453
600 " 454
611 n 442
661 " 441
666 " 456
686 " 455
698 " 457
—_— " 444 (1 Town Hall Green, no number on 0ld Post Road)
720 182 598
739 " 440
740 " 599
766 " 600
801 " 179
808 " 601
826 " 602
841 " 177
842 " 603
880 : " 604
889 " 176

915 " 610



0ld Post Road Historic District Page 3
OLD POST ROAD (Cont'd)

Street # Map # Lot #

920 " 6042
931 182 609
952 " 605
953 " 608
970 " 606
981 " 607
996 180 1
1000 " 1a
1010 " 2
1005 " 25
1020 " 3
1029 " 24
1038 " 4
1047 " 22
" 4A (town parking lot)

SOUTH BENSON ROAD

+ 131 141 15
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