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The stable is a two-story common bond brick building, largely open on 
both floors, whose major architectural distinction is a stepped gable parapet 
at each end of the building. The only other distinctive feature is the roof 
top weather vane. Windows are the small four pane casement type. The only 
major change has been the replacement of the three wide stable doors with 
two large windows and a central front door.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Waters Pierce Oil Company Stable Building lies in 
its historical association with the petroleum industry in this state. Oil 
and gas production is the leading industry in Louisiana and one scholar has 
noted that "Probably no human activity has been more important in altering the 
face of Louisiana than has the discovery and use of petroleum and its associated 
resources."

According to Dr. Fred Kniffen, the oil companies almost always replaced or 
discarded their old equipment and facilities as soon as it was feasible. He added that 
there are only a few buildings in the state associated with the early oil 
industry which survive. In his opinion, since the Waters Pierce Oil 
Company Stable Building is one of these, it is clearly of historic significance.

Additionally, it is one of the oldest commercial structures to survive 
the 1910 fire in downtown Lake Charles and is the only example of a brick 
service building in existence in the town.

Its connection with the oil industry is definitive. According to oral 
history sources, the stable was built in 1903 by the Waters Pierce Oil Company. 
The stable housed the draft animals (Percherons) used for field and industrial 
transportation to and from storage areas, oil fields and terminal points. 
The horses were also used in local distribution routes which transported oil 
for home use.

Horses and dray animals had primary functions in early field-related 
industries. Indeed, horse power had a direct and irrefutable influence on 
the industry, to wit, the generating capacity of gas-powered engines is still 
described in terms of "horespower."

The stable is a tangible, distinctive reminder of structures once used 
as support facilities in the petroleum industry. It now houses the Lake 
Charles Junior Leaque.
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