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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wooden bridge, utilizes a combination truss and arch construction.
The longest covered bridge in the west - longest single span
covered bridge in the U.S.A. - 233 feet long. Needs repair, but
is still in use and structurally strong.

Bridgeport Covered Bridge is a unique wooden structure.
The clear span 1s approximately 235 feet; travelled way

is approximately 16 feet wide with wood plank decking.
Built in 1862 by David Ingerfield Wood, with local

Douglas fir lumber. The abutments are laid up of massive
granite blocks. The main span is supported by a Howe Truss
with auxiliary arch and counter struts. The arch, visible
from within and without, consists of 2 5"x14" timbers
bolted together squeezing between them the members of a
Howe Truss on each side of the roadway. Iron was used

for vertical tension rods, bearing shoes and bolts. The
exterior sides and roof are covered with shakes. A
plagque, placed by the California Historical Landmarks
Advisory Committee in cooperation with Nevada County
Historical Society and the E. Clampus Vitus, is located
near the bridge.

Beginning at a point in the hamlet of Bridgeport about 500' south

of the South Fork of the Yuba River and 200' west of the road to
French Corral, north and crossing the South Fork of the Yuba River
about 1000', thence east about 750', thence south about 1000', thence
west about 750' to the point of beginning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built 1862, the Bridgeport Covered Bridge was part of the old turnpike
which served Nevada City, North San Juan, and the Malakoff Mines. It
was bullt by David L. Wood and is the only structure left reminiscent
of 0ld Bridgeport - long since torn down.
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