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1. Name of Property
historic name Russell-Lackey-Prater House
other names/site number  Russell, John, House (BL-636)

00T 4 1989

2. Location
street & number At the end of Prater Road just off 0ld Lowes Ferry NVAinot for publication
city, town Road - Louisville X | vicinity
state Tennessee code TN county Blount code 009 zip code 37777
3. Classlification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
X private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [] district 1 : 2 buildings
[C] public-State . [Csite . sites
[ public-Federal [Jstructure structures

[J object objects

1 2  Total

Name of related multiple property listing: . . Number of contributing resources previously
Hist. & Arch. Resources of Blount Co. listed in the National Register __. 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certlfication

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
(A nomination [] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my OW%B mgt%L__‘does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation shz. g _
R ‘ Date

Signature of certifying official q
Deputy SHPO, Tennessee Historical Commission -
State or Federal agency and bureau : '

In my opinion, the property |___| meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official : o Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certiﬂéation
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[ entered in the National Register. % f = o .,' ; o .
[C'see continuation sheet. my W M 74 /2 Ol/ﬁ"’
[Jdetermined eligible for the National / . 4

Register. [ ] see continuation sheet.

[]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Jremoved trom the National Register.
[Jother, (exptain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling
7. _Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation Brick
OTHER/I-House/Greek Revival walls Brick/ Wood
roof Asphalt
other Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The John Russell House is a two-story brick, five bay, central passage plan
I-House built in 1851. The house was built in a rectangular plan and a two-story
frame, rear ell addition was added ca. 1880. The original brick section has a
brick foundation, gable roof of asphalt shingles, and four interior end brick
chimneys. The house originally had a two-story full width porch on the main
facade and the "ghost" of this porch is visible. The present porch was added ca.
1900 and is a full width porch with Doric columns. The house is of irregular
common bond construction.

The main entrance has Greek Revival detailing with an original five panel door,
five light transom, three light sidelights and paneled surround. Over the door is
a rectangular wood lintel. On the main facade's second story central bay is a
five paneled door with a five light transom and three light sidelights. The
bottom section of this door was enclosed by the ca. 1900 porch addition.
Windows are original pegged six-over-six light sash of rectangular design. Most
windows on the side and rear facades have brick lintels with stucco finishes and
wood sills. Windows on the main facade have both wood lintels and sills.
Approximately half of the wooden sills were replaced by concrete ca. 1900. The
majority of windows retain their original six-over-six and two-over-two lights.
The north and south facades are four bays wide and contain windows in all
bays. In the gable field on the south facade are two single-light attic windows.
The basement has original and replacement three-over-three rectangular sash
windows with soldier course lintels and concrete sills.

The rear facade of the original brick section has a corbelled brick cornice and
dentil molding at the roofline and an original five panel door on the first story's
central bay. The rear frame addition was added ca. 1880 and has paired
six-light casement windows and two-over-two sash windows, shiplap siding and
an interior brick chimney. On the south facade of the ell is a one-story shed
roof porch which was enclosed ca. 1920 with shiplap siding, a brick foundation,
and six- light fixed windows. On the north facade of the ell is an original shed
roof porch with milled columns. The north facade of the ell displays an original
four panel door.

‘The interior has not been altered and retains its original central passage floor
plan. In the central hallway is the main staircase with a milled newel post and

[X]See continuation sheet
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round balusters. The interior doors are original five panel design with fluted
surrounds and corner blocks. The front two rooms have rectangualr paneled
wainscoting with prominent chair rails. Mantles are original Greek Revival
influenced design with Doric motif pilasters. No interior photographs were
possible.

At the rear of the residence are two non-contributing outbuildings which are
included in the property boundary. To the north of the house is a ca. 1940,
one-story, shed roof, frame garage with vertical board siding (NC). To the
northwest is a ca. 1900, one-story, shed roof chicken coop with vertical board
siding. Modern farm buildings to the north and west are omitted from the
boundary. The house is sited in a rural area on a hillside overlooking Fort
Loudon Lake.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationally [ statewide [X]1ocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ |8 [X]c []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA []8 [Jc [Jp [Je [JF [Je N/A

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance .. .. Significant Dates

Architecture 1851 N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The John Russell House is significant under criterion C as a notable example of
a central passage plan, brick I-House with Greek Revival detailing of the
mid-19th century. The house has not been greatly altered and retains the
majority of its original exterior and interior detailing. Only ten ante-bellum
brick homes survive in the county and the John Russell House is one of the
largest and least altered of this number. Additions to the residence have been
confined to the main porch and rear ell and the overall design, detailing, and
floor plan of the residence remains intact.

Much of the land along this section of the Tennessee River was granted to
Matthew Russell for his service during the Revolutionary War. Matthew Russell
settled in this area by 1800 and farmed the rich bottomlands along the river
until his death in 1831. His son, John Russell, recieved a land grant from the
state of Tennessee in 1827 from Governor Sam Houston. The exact reason for
this land grant and its previous ownership is not known. Russell was a second
cousin to Houston and this relationship may have had some role in the
transaction. In 1851, Russell had a two-story brick residence constructed on his
land adjacent to the Tennessee River. The house was built in a central passage
plan with four rooms on each floor and interior detailing reflected the influence
of the Greek Revival style. In 1860, Russell was listed as owning $37,200 of
real estate and $22,500 of personal property which made him one of the
wealthiest men in the county.

In 1870, Russell sold his residence and 690 acres to John W. Lackey and the
house remained in the hands of the Lackey family until 1894 when it was sold
to O.B. Prater. The Prater family has owned the house and property since and
no major changes or alterations to the residence have occurred in recent years.

[C] see continuation sheet
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[“Isee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

E]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
[ previously listed in the National Register [ ]other State agency
| previously determined eligible by the National Register |:| Federal agency
[:]designated a National Historic Landmark [:] Local government
[:] recorded by Historic American Buildings il University
Survey # : []other
[Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering : Specify repository:
Record #

10._Geographical Data
Acreage of property __2.3 aCres.

UTM References

ALG] |76l 50 BO9ORAD] -3 I O I T T I O R A
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

(o2 NI I A T RIS I TS A BT [ 3 T O I T TR I T T A
Louisvil lé Quad _ [Z-]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary for the John Russell House is illustrated on accompanying Blount County Fax
map 15, lot 24, which is drawn at a scale of 1" = 400'. The boundary includes Fhe entire
parcel of record and encompasses the house and two early 20th century gutbuildlngs. The
property is bounded on the southeast, southwest, and northwest by a driveway and on the

northeast by a fenceline.’ ‘[]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary for the John Russell House includes the entire parcel of record and includes
the house, adjacent yard, and two adjacent outbuildings. There are nor 19th century
outbuildings associated with the property outside of the present parcel of record.

[]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Philip Thomason

organization _Thomason and Associates date __ 3/30/89

street & number _P.0, Box 121225 telephone __615-383-0227

city or town __Nashville state __IN zip code _3/212
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The following information clarifies the ownership of the property:

In 1870, John Russell sold the property to John W. Lackey, his son-in-law and the
husband of Margaret Jane Russell Lackey. John W. Lackey died on June 14, 1879,
leaving his property to his wife, Margaret Jane Russell Lackey. Margaret died on
August 16, 1916, leaving the property to her daughter, Malinda Lackey Prater.
(Malinda was the wife of 0.B. Prater.) Margaret's will refers to the Lackey Farm.
Malinda lLackey Prater died on March 27, 1939, Her only living child, William
Warren Prater died on July 24, 1939, with her estate unsettled. William's wife,
Rosamond Griffitts Prater then purchased the property. Her children currently
own the property.
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