INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Form 10-300
(Rev. 6-72)

STATE:

Wisconsin

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

COUNTY:

Racine

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

(Type all entries -

complete applicable sections)

9 WA

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Hardy, Thomas P., House

STR T ANO NUMBER:

1319 South Main Street

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Racine First

STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE
Wisconsin 55 Raci

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
3 P STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHI TO THE PUBLIC
[ District Building (] Public Public Acquisition: é Occupied Yes:
3 Site [ Structure @ Private [J In Process O Unoccupie:i O Resmcfed
[0 Object [ Both [[] Being Considered [ Preservation work [3 Unrestricted
in progress Kl No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural ] Government 1 Park (]} Transportahbnl

O Commercial {1 Industrial Private Residence [] Other (Speci{yA
[[] Educational O Military [J Religious wtCEI\iF
[T} Entertainment [ Museum [ Scientific

f";’ 1' 7 (;3*Commenfs

s,

\

James Yoghourtjian NN

NATIONAL
REGISTER

/

-

7

_.A‘
N

STREET AND NUMBER:

1319 Main Street

\%/

"“\
7

\>,

CITY OR TOWN:
Racine

T ODF

55

UTSUOISTIM

~3.LVJ.S'

Racine County Court House

STREET AND NUMBER:

730 Wisconsin Avenue

auIory

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Racine Wisconsin

CODE

55

FALNNOD

TITLE OF SURVEY
(Wisconsin Inventory of Historic Sites & Buildings

DATE OF sunvav{ 106972 ] Federal K] Stote [C] County

1 Local

¢ JpU

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

State Historical Society of Wisconsin

STREET AND NUMBER:

816 State Street

{718

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

| Madison

Wisconsin

HIAWNN ANLNI

CODE

4n
dn

Aiva

ATINO 3SN SdN 304




(Check One)
[X Excellent [] Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated [ Ruins X Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

[ Altered @ Unaltered ] Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Important among Frank Lloyd Wright's prairie houses, this elegant urban
house faces the street on the west and is sited on a steep wooded bank
which slopes down toward Lake Michigan on the east. Wright has taken
advantage of the site to create a dramatic composition. As is typical
of Wright's houses in the first decade of the century, the plan is
cruciform and rather symmetrical with two entrances, and two small
enclosed terraces, one at either end. The low-pitched hipped roof
projects strongly on all sides giving the feeling of sheltered spacious-
ness which Wright always sought. The house hugs the site with terraces
which step down toward the lake. An important feature of the Hardy
house is the two-story living room in the main block which is connected
by an open balcony to the other second story rooms. A dramatic view of
the lake is provided by a large mullioned window which projects out
over the terrace from this living hall. The Hardy house is of wood and
stucco which give the walls a flattened screen-like effect. It retains
iteaded glass windows: Having undergone seme decay, it was restored to
its original condition in 1967.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hardy House is among the finest of Frank Lloyd Wright's Prairie
houses and among his finest works in Wisconsin. It appeared in the
Wasmuth portfolio of 1911 as plate numbers 49-%31, Richard Perrin
described it as a house which "even today must rank as a classic...an
excellent example of Wright's prairie architecture."l In the Hardy
house Wright solved the problem of placing a house on a difficult site
and making the house seem an integral part of the site. Henry Russell
Hitchcock has said of the Hardy house: "Other dramatic possibilities
of steep sites above water for these winged...houses are to be found
in the Johnson house at Delavan Lake [Wisconsin] and the Scudder
project for one of the islands at the Sault.... But the masterpiece
is the Hardy house of 1905 at Racine."?

1. Richard W. E. Perrin, The Architecture of Wisconsin, pp. 146-8, 151.

2. Henry Russell Hitchcock, In The Nature of Materials, p. 44.
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Perrin, Richard W. E., The Architecture of Wisconsin, (Madison, 1967),

pp. 146-8, 151.

Hitchcock, H.R., In The Nature of Materials.

(New York: DeCapo Press,

1973), p. 44.

Perrin, Richard W. E., Historic Wisconsin Architecture.

(Milwaukee,

1960), p. 33.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Charlene Stant Engel, Preservation Planning Assistant

ORGANIZATION

State Historical Society of Wisconsin

DATE

June 10, 1974 |

STREET AND NUMBER:

816 State Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Mad

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National State Local [}
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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