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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The City Market is a simple rectangular one story building of red brick 
trimmed in limestone. The facade (south elevation) is expressed as three distinct 
units. The central unit, the first to be constructed, is similar to the facade of a 
basilican church in the romanesque style. A pediment terminates the gable roof, the 
ridge running from north to south. Handsome square brick towers of red brick with 
limestone banding define the raking cornice of the gabled facade. The upper parts of 
the towers are free standing and are terminated by low pitched hipped roofs. The fac 
ade is pierced by a series of long narrow windows with round headed brick arches. 
Their sill height is constant but their height is defined by the raking cornice of the 
gable. At the apex of the gable is a fine acroterion. The central unit of the facade 
is well-proportioned and has been only slightly altered by the substitution of a series 
of modern aluminum doors and frames. The flanking elements of the facade are less 
impressive but are in context with the central unit.

The interior of the central unit is one of the really fine public spaces in 
Indianapolis. The space is expressed as a nave with side aisles. The nave is about 
2001 long on the north-south axis and is spanned from east to west by 12 light-weight 
iron trusses. The span of the trusses is about 60'. The trusses are carried by very 
slender free standing cast iron columns and are round in section. The wood deck is 
exposed and painted a warm white . Thus the nave is expressed as a gabled shed. 
The clerestory is defined by a continuous band of metal framed sash. The much lower 
side aisles are defined on the west and east by brick walls. The north and south 
masonry walls of the nave are penetrated by a series of long narrow windows and 
metal louvers.

The spatial character is one of openness that is greatly enchanced by the 
floating quality of the iron trusses and slender iron columns. There is a similarity 
between this space and a typical unit of the Les Holies in Paris.

The spaces of the nave and side aisles are divided into a series of open 
stalls for a variety of service and shops .

The west and east wings were added c. 1903 and although they are less 
imaginative spatially and structurally they are none the less interesting spaces and 
harmonize extremely well with the original market building.

The building is currently being surveyed for restoration by James Associ 
ates, Architects & Engineers under the direction of H. Roll McLaughlin, FAIA.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architectural Merit and Interest: The City Market is an excellent ex 
ample of late nineteenth century eclecticism akin to the Romanesque solutions 
James Renwick, Jr. The first phase, central pavilion, was built in 1886 and designed 
by D. A. Bohlen and Son and is the finest element of the market building complex. 
It is most unique that the nineteenth century market building is still extant in the 
Central Business District of a large urban center only two blocks east of the center 
of the city (Monument Circle). The structure occupies the site that was platted as 
an open air market in the original plan of the city in 1821 by Alexander Ralston. 
The interior space of the central pavilion is a fine space defined by a series of 
light weight iron trusses.

The Market Building has received, over the years, a fair amount of 
maintenance and some renovation work. It still remains in use today as an important 
nodal point in the central business district of downtown Indianapolis.

Restoration of the entire Market House is contemplated as a main focal 
point in the proposed Market Square Project. The Old Market House will become 
the central hub, linking the past, present and future and will be restored as a 
functioning market, less the clutter of mechanical and electrical additions over the 
past fifty years. New mechanical equipment will be re-located underground, 
available to the shopkeeper, but concealed. The east and west sheds will be removed, 
exposing two handsome facades of the original Market Building. Open green areas 
will be developed on both sides of the Market, giving this historic structure a 
prominent setting in a fast changing urban area.

The Market House will, in the future, be even more important to the 
city than perhaps in the past. It will be sound testimony to the living preservation 
concept.
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