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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mark Hall, a^fir^e^sJ^vJLy^X Style Raised Cottage, was built 
In the original plan fehere were three rooms on either 

sicfe of a central hallway on the first floor, with two rooms anc 
storage areas to the rear on the ground level.

A view of the exterior reveals that Mark Hall is a weatherr 
boarded, house with a hip roof and two centrally located chimneys 
The front facade has two nine-over~nine simply framed windows on 
either side of the raised Greek Revival style portico. This 
temple form portico has a simple entablature and pediment and 
four square Doric columns and corresponding pilasters on the 
porch and the corners of the front facade. A balustrade 
of simple balusters encloses the porch area and continues down 
the flight of centered entrance stegps. The main entrance has 
a pilaster framed double doorway with 21 small, horizontally 
placed transom lights and 12 vertically placed side lights on 
each side of the door.

Several alterations have been made. A sun porch on the west 
side of the house, originally a typical, open side porch with 
detail to match the front portico, steps from the side, has beer 
enclosed with long windows, and presently no outside doors or 
steps occur. Originally, approximately 18 feet of the forward 
underside of the front of the house was open. This open area 
has been bricked up and stuccoed, with windows and paneled shutter* 
added. The two windows in the southeast corner of the house 
been altered to accommodate the height of the kitchen counters 
of that room. The rear portico is identical to the front^ but 
is now enclosed for day room purposes. Future plans envision 
reopening this portico.
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There have been several interior changes made. Original 
remaining woodwork, doors, mantels, and wainscot treatments ate 
of the Greek Revival inspiration. In the hall is a paneled oak 
wainscotting in a handsome pattern of repeating crosses and 
deeply beveled panels that was obtained from the old Central 
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. The old basement dining 
room with its original fireplace and exposed pine beams, is now 
adapted for use as a casual living room.

The original dependencies include. a log smokehouse (part o: 
an original pioneer log cabin at site) , with its original strap 
iron hinges on the door and a large barn with hand hewn beams, 
mortice, tenon, pegged construction used as the plantation 
cotton gin. . * 4
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Small side gardens and brick walls were added since 1965.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mark Hall is a rarely found example of the Greek Revival 
style Raised Cottage type. It was built in 1852 on a site 
three miles from its present location

This Greek Revival Raised Cottage is primarily a jraised, oije 
floor house with a temple form portico. However some minor 
rooms are found on the ground level. Unusual to this specific 
example is the occurrence of the centrally located chimneys, 
a type uncommon to southern use.

The plantation house was built originally at Stinson (now 
Durand) as a wedding present for a daughter of Dr.-James Winslcjw 
Stinson, physician and plantation owner of the old community 
bearing his name.

Mark flenry Crowder (1809-1879) bought the house about 
moved it on wagons, and rebuilt it orf "the present site. The 
house stayed in the Crowder family except for a period between 
the 1950's and 1965. In 1965 the house was once again 
acquired by members of the Crowder family, James Frank and 
Sara Sibley Ogletree who began restoration of the house. Mrs. 
Ogletree still lives there.
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MER WETHER COUNTY
GEORGIA
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MARK HALL

PREPARED BY THE

STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT OF GEORGIA 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAY PLANNING

IN COOPERATION WITH

US. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
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