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1. Town Worcester
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Staple to left sde of form 3. General date or period 1"-"51-1925
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Roll 2
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5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The Junction Shop Manufacturing District is a densely built area of brick
factory buildings, most of v/ihich range in height from tw to four stories
Properties included in the district are located in three separate blocks
and front on Hernon, Beacon and Jackson Sti"'eets. Boundaries shown on the
mp (front side, Formli|.2=B) have been selected to include al | of the
area's nineteenth-century factoriesand particularly to include the archi-
tecturally important factory facades on the south side of Hermon Street,

on the north side of Jacken Street and on both sides of Beacon Street
betv/een Hernon and Jackson Streets. Intentionally excluded from this
district are the north side of Hernon Street, west of Beacon Street (which
remai ned residential until the earl-v twentieth century and has since
undergone demolition for the creation of parking lots) and the south side
of Jackson Street (which once contained factories, but which has |ost nost
of itsindustrial character to demolition for parking lots). Immediately
west of the district, land use and building types change from industrial to
residential and commercial, while east of the district extensive railroad
tracks and a hillside (sloping anay from the Junction Shop) form an obvious

boundary.

The followingis a [ist of structures containsd within this district; the
nunber assigned to each section corresponds to those shown on the nap
(section #5) on the frontof this Area Survey Form

1. #57-56 Hernon Street is a three-storey brick factory buildingof utili-
tarian design, the front section of which was built between 1870 and 187S
for J.G French. The buildingws occupied in the 16705 and |860s by the
Taber Organ qufang. The rear half of the structure (north) was built
between 1696 and 1911 during French's ownership,

JUNCNg: N SHPR,

2. MB Hernon' Street is a three-storer brick additionto the north of the
Junction Soptii  "This additionws built between 1876 and 1866 (probably in
1879 when the Knowl es LoomWrks noved here.) The thr«<*-storey tower at the
northwest corner of this additionmy have been built as a separate
addition, also between 1878 and 18860

3« The Junction Shop is a three-storey structure of rectangular plan (i].50
X 50') built of stone chips covered with stucco. Conpleted in 1851, the
(cont »)

8. Bibliography and/or references such a local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, ec.

Vlorcester Historical Society. Biographical file, (Fitts, Ball, T.J.
Sawyer, J.S. \heeler). Photograph collection. .
Worcester |llustrated Business Cuide, 1881, * p. (illustration #17

Hermon Street)
Sanitary Engineer, vol. Xvl, 8/6/1867, p. 276 (building .notice - rear 23

hernmon Street)

Nutt, C History of Worcestey vol. [I |, p. 214 (Ball) . .
Rice, P, Worcester of 189bT~p. 505-507 (Union Water Meter G, - illustration)
and pp, 518-521(Cereal Machine Gonpany - illustration)

Washburn, G Industrial V/iorcester, pp, 123-12I\. (Sawyer), pp, 115, 296
(Estabrook, Juncion Shop); pp. 190-195 (organ manufacturing);
pp. 90-93 (Know es)
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IPxooertx- Nane- Junction Shop ic .
1 Beacon ¢ Hermons St.  Mi"," Dist

Indicato- eadi item on inventor)' fonnwiich is being continued bel ow

the Junction Shop has a nearly flat roof and low pedinments (ltalianate
style) over first-storey windows. Fromits completion the factory has
played an important role in V/iorcester's industrial devel opment (see
preceding narrative. Formli].2-3)

| A., #57 Hernon Street is a two-storey brick building with a rectangul ar
floor plan. Built between 1878 and 1886, the original use of this structure
s unknovm although it is likely to have been built for the Know es

LoomV orks by the Estabrook family,

5. A three-Storey brick addition to the east wall of the Junction Shop,
built between 1886 and 1896; the structure has a square-plan snokestack
at i tsnortheast corner and appears to have been built to contain a
power plant,

6. A two-storey brick addition with crenellated parapet and irregular
fenestration; original use unknot, although likely to have been built
for the Cereal Machine Conpany in the early 189CS,

7. Attached to the west wall of the Jvmctlon Shop, this three-storey brick
wi ng occupies the side of an early wing (pre-186b), although the present
structure seens |ikely to have been built between 1870 and 1878; 1ts walls
are divided into even bays,

8. A two-storey brick structure with former loading bays on its east
wall; built bet”veen 1898 and 1911 for the use of the Cereal Machine Conpany,

9, #59 Jackson Street is a two-storey brick addition with corbelled
cornice and brick parapet, built between 1886 .and 1896 for the use of
the Cereal Machine Conpany;oversized |oading bay on eastern end of south
facade originallycontained railroad tracks which allowed railroad cars
access for loading,

10> #5? Jackson Street is a two-storey brick building of the sane basic
design as #59 Jackson Street; this structure xns built between 886 and
1896, probably for the use of the Cereal Machine Conpany,

11. ,#51-53 Jackson Street is a three-storey brick factory building with
Brojecting end pavilions on its south wall; built between 1896 and 1911
y the Estabrook family.

12. The northern half of this structure (one-and-one-half stories |ong,
brick construction, monitor roof) my have been built between 1878 and
1886 when city atlases show a free-standing building of similar plan and
| ocation; however, the southern half of this section is tw full stories
high (brick constructioi™ and was connected to #51-53 Jackson Street
beti>/een 1896 and [911.

tar ' to Inventory fom at bet tcm
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13. 76 Beacon Street is a three-storey brick buildingbuilt between
1886 and 1896 (probably after 1892) en i twas occupied by the

G asgo Thread Corapany, |t is identical to sections #12, Ii|. ic 15
facing Beacon Street, al | of which have flat roofs, corbelled
cornices and crenellated parapets. Together these four structures
present a single continuous facade along Beacon Street,

[i].. 70-7if Beacon Street”isa three-storey brick factory of identical
design to sections lavelled #12, % a 15 |t was built between
1870 and 1878.

15» 66-68 Beacon Street is a three-storey brick factory building of
identical design to sections lavelled #12, 13 a 15, i tvias built
betv/een 1870 and 1878, |t was occupied by the G asgo Thread V orks
(1880s) and by the V/iorcester Corset . (1890s).

16. 62-6[j. Beacon Steeet (also "9-51 He.rnon Street) is a three-stox-ey
brick factory build.ingof identical design to sections |abelled
12, 13 Ul.; i twas built betvieen 1870 and 1878. |t ws occupied
lé))/ tr}elgoas)go Thread Viorks (1880s) and by the V/iorcester Corset
: s).

Note: The foregoing sections #2-16 were built under the Estabrook
Faraily's ownership of the Junction SSop and the block on which it ;
stands, although the various sections were built for different
tenants,

17« 1.7 Hernon: -Street is a three-storey brick atructurewith a nearly
flat roof, piers dividing itselevations into reguM bays, arched
viindovjs and 12/12 sash. This structurewas built in 1877 as a one=
storey machine ship for Joseph and Thonas Savv%/.er, manufacturers of a
variety of machines, including "pleating" machines. In 188l, the
uPper two floors were added to accommodate the expanded business

of Joseph Sawyer « Son, After the death of Joseph Sav/yer in 1888,
the firm continued in this locationuntil 1920, making "a specialty
of difficult machinery for special purposes,” Amwng the firra's
products -viere machines for boot and shoe, corset, organ and reed, and
other local industries,

is a three-storey brick structure of similar desi(];n to the neighboring
Sawyer Factory, The buildi ) _ : an' itsextericr is
divided into regular bays by brick piers. This buildingws built

by the Union V/ater Meter Gonpany, although it seens to have been
rented to various firms including the Kidder Pattern Ship,

18, 35 Hernon Street--TlieR E Kidder Pattern Shop, built in 1888,
u
n

gbhas a rectangul ar

(cont'd,)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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T, A Junction Shop
Am'(M lj*e-x-mon streets
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Indicate each itemon inventory formv*iich i s being continued bel ow

19, 33 Hernon Street is a three-storey brick buildingof rectangular
plan v:ith a fourth stor.ey beneath a mansard roof. The building's
exterior is divided into regular bays by projectingbrick piers. The
present structurewas built in 872 by the Union V/ater Meter Corapany
to replace an earlier wooden factory on this site. The conpany was
formed in 1869 when Phineas Ball (engineer, former architectural
partner of Elbridge Boyden, and one-time mayor of VJorcester in 1865)
entered into partnership with Benaiah Fitts, both of whomhad been
developing simlar types of water meters. Ball served as the firms
president until his death in 18I, while Fitts remained nore active
as an inventor, possessing nore than 50 patents. The Union V/ater
Met er Corapany occupied this buildinguntil 1932, when i twent oiili

of business,

20. 23-25 Hernon Street was built around 1869, perhaps for Benaiah
Fitts, who rented space in the buildingto various firmse 1tis
likely that the structure bagan as a two-storey brick building of
rectangul ar plan, to which a third storey (also of brick) was added
in the 1880s or 1890s. The first known tenant of this factory was
J.S. Vliheeler & G., manufacturers of machinists tools. This firm was
formed in 1868 by Josiah Orrin.and Asa V/heeler, In 1888, this
building was also occupied by the Hydraulic Mar.ufacturing Conpany
(elevators), J.P. VIilson ("sold-iron puncher"), GV, Ingalls 4

Col (organ reeds) and, in a buildingat the rear of the |ot (now
demol i shed), the Pero Foundry and Seth V/iright (Machinist),

21, 17 Hernon Street—The Taylor « Farley Organ factory Building

s a th™"ee-storey wooden frame structure, which was built in 1865»
The facade of the factory faces Hernon Street and originally had

wi ndov/s with nmoul ded caps, a center-entry with bracketed hood

Ist storey), a Palladian window (2nd storey), paieed arched w ndox”s
3rd storey) and a cental parapet flanked by decorative volutes.

Al t hough the facade has |ost itsornament, the |aggest portion of
the structure is unaltered.

The firm of Taylor and Farley was founded in 185 when i twas |isted
at a Main Street address as "nelodeon nmakers and pianoforte dealers,”
Principals in the firra were John Farley and Sineon Taylor; Farley
(1831-1879) came to Worcester in 1850 and workead as a seraphine and
nmeodeon tuner vuitil 1856, Taylor (1817-1878) X/as a aative of
Bridgewater, Mass, wio noved to Boston in 1839 in order to work as a
mechanic in a piano factory, where he apparently remained until his
nmove to V/orcester in 1856. The firmwas incorporated in 1868 and

enjoyed rapid success. The conpany remained in business until 1886,
after which the firmof WG Young & G,, machinists and |athe
raanuf act ur ees, occupied |7 Hernmon Street,

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Indicate each itemon inventory forai vrfiich i s being continued bel ow.

22—The rear of 17 Hernon Street is a five-storey wooden factory

two stories are set oeiow tne levex ox Jiex‘fraoa otreec, wixj.e uiie
structure's upper three stories are set at the sane iBveS as the
floors of the 1665 factory building (Section #20).

23. 21 Hernon Street is a one-storey wood-frame addition to the
east wall of the Taylor Fa*l ev Factory. This stmicture, as well
as several mnor brick additions to itsreax"*, was built between
1866 and 18%6 for WG Vouag ; Qo

Ai. 73 Beacon Street is the front section of an extensive group of brick
factories built by James and Arthur Estabrook for the Standard *

Screw Conpany between 1911 and 1922, The Beacon Streetface of these
buildings is three stories high, of brick construction; was  built

in 1913. ( See section #25 for further information.)

25 75 Beacon Street began as a free-standing brick structure of *w
stories height and rectangular floor plan (250" x 36"). At its
Beacon Street end (east), the structure's facade has a decorated,
stepped gable. This structure was built between 1876 and 1886

for Arthur and James Estabrook, although the buildingws best taown
as the factory of V/orcester Machine Screw Gonpan', , which noved here
in 1869. The conpany had been fourided b. AW Giffordin the late
1860s or earlj 1870s and baaed its success on Gifford' s invention

of automatic machinery.to cut screw blanks, which were then simli”
taneously milled, threaded and pointed. During the 187 0s and 1860s,
Gifford' s invention superceded the "turret-head machine” which had
dom nated the machine screw manufacturing industry during the 18603.
In 1900, the V/orcester Machine Screw Conpany becaxrua part of the
Standard Screw Conpany, a conglomerate corporation based in Nv
Jersey, of which Giffordws second vice-president.

26 79 Beacon Street consists of two "L" plan brick additions of two-
storey height which were added to the south owall of 75 Beacons
Street between 1889 and 1896 for the V/orcester Machine Screw Conpany.

27 81 Beacon Street is a three and one-half storey brick factory which

was built by Janmes and Arthur Estabrook between 1911 and 1922.  In
1922, the building was occupied by the. Atlas Die Casting Conpany.
(cont'd.)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Indicate each item on inventory formv”idi is being continued bel ow.

28. 29 Jackson Street i sa one and one-half storey brick building,
bui It between 1b78'""and 1886 as t he brass foundry of Luther Shawand
Son, The buildingwas |ater occupied by Vliilliain Oakl ey, Oakley

- Ta !or,b alngllﬁndx-ed c T&hSVv* al | of which operated a foundry

in this building.

Significance;

Located immediately west of a na™o railroad junctionformed bythe
Boston @« Maine and t he I/ewYoEk, Nev; Haven G Hartford Railroads
(formerly theV/iestern and t he Norwich »~ Worcester Railroads), t he
junction Shop Manufacturing District contains one of V/iorcester's
densest concentrations of nineteenth-centry factory buildings, nost
of which remain unaltered. Throughout thelast half of the nine-
teenth and first quarter of thetwentieth centuries, this Erea served
as a ma”or local centei' of manufacturing and contained an assortnment
of businessses characteristicof thevariety of manufacturing upon
which V/iorcester' s industrial success was based.

Dependent i npart on theproximty of therailroads, thearea's

devel opnment began i n1851 with theconstruction of the Junction Shop
(Section #3 on map). Built for Colonel Janes Estabrook and Charles
Vood (who sold his interest toEstabrook i n1857), the Junction

Shop was thefirst (andlargest) of a series of rental factories built
in this area by theEstabrook faraily betv/een 1851 and t he 1920s,

In itsoriginal forra, the Junction Shop v/ias three-storees high, 50
feet long and 50 feet wide; thebuildingwas constructed of stone
chips covered v/ith stucco. The structure i s nade uE of regul ar

bays, each of which contains a single window at each storey' at
regular inervals bays are occupied by |oading platforms. Largely
undecorated, thebuildinghas pedi mnented wi ndow aaps of pressed

metal at thefirst storey only. Although nueh of theoriginal structur<
is hidden from thestreet by later factorieshbuilt along the property-
line, original sections of thefacade arevisible i nthetwo courts
on thebuilding' s west side, and nearly theentire east elevation

is visible from therailroad tracks.

The Junction Shop followed a pattern for industrial devel opment which
had been established earlier by the success of the Court Mills

(ca. 1829-1832) and theMerrifield Building (ca. 1835, 1847-5i+) , both
of which provided rental space and pov/ier for small firms, many of

whi ch were based on theinventions of their owners. e of thelargest
m Il buildings inWrcester at thetime of itis construction, the
Junction Shop was provided with power from "towfifty-horsepower

engi nes nade by Corliss & Nightingale of Providnnce."” Durin? t he
1850s, t he Junction Shop housed a variety of manufacturers v/hich

Staple to Inventory form at bottom (cont'd.)
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Properly Name J*ction Shop i:
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I'lanuractui‘'ing Di5HR16"5

Indicate each item on inventory form vAdiich is being continued below.

Property Address

17 Hermon Street

23-25 Hermon Street

35 Hermon Street-

39 Hernon Street

47 Hermon Street

52-5I|. Hermon Street

79 Beacon Street

31 Jackson Street

Assessor's Data

Book 3, p. 3

Lot 6--31,340 sq. ft.

Book 3, p. 3
Lots 7,£cli;—
30,540 sqg. ft.

Book 3, p. 3

Lot 8--1i;,ij.23 sq, ft.

Book 3, p. 3
Lot 9--5,157 sq. ft,

Book 3, p. 3
Lot 2i4.--14.,805 sq, ft,

Book 3, p. 7
Lots 15, 16,18,19,20
36,189 sq. ft.

Book 3, p. 3
Lots 10 6 20
52,7ii6 sq. ft.

Book 3, p. 3
Lots 12, 18, 19, 21
17,661 sq. ft.

Present Owner
QC Wite Co.

Killeen Realty Corp.
33 Hermon Street
Worcester, Mass. 01610

Sarah Cahfitz
I\. Donna Road
V/ orcester, Mass. 01609

Killeen Machine Tool,
33 Hernon St .
V/orcester, Mass. 01610

Il nc

[ /athan Sni eder man
P. 0. Box 621

V/ orcester, Mass. 01613

Lion Distributors
5|). Her non Street
Vlorcester, Mass. 01610

Claire Bruso

Berni ce Ladner

1017 Sout hbridge St .
V/orcester, Mass. 01610
Donal d F. Mal oney, Trustee

i|46 Main Street
V/ orcester, Mass. 01608

Staple tolnventory form at bott
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MASSAGHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMASSION V/orcester 1i;2-B
Office of the Secretary, Boston

1.

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich i s being continued bel ow.

I>ro Nare Junction Shop 6.
Be%W &aﬁgrraon treets P

included Vood, Light £ Co. (makers of machinists' tools, water whells,
mll works and metal castings); J.A Fay & Co. (wood v/orkers):

Joseph Barrett ic Co. (makers of calico -printing machinery, "V oodworth's
pl aning machi nes and machinists' tools); Shepard, Lathe ic Morse

(makers of engine |athes andiron-planing machines)' V/hittenore
Brothers (nmakers of machines for paring, coring &slicing apples);

the Anmerica Steam|/Eisic Conpany (maker of calliopes andterpsichoreans);
Hyn-/ood and March (nmakers of automatic bank |ocks); David MFarland
(maker of card-setting machines); E. Harrington ic Co. (naker of

mel odeon reeds); and A F. Henshaw (naker of machinitst's tools and
bonnet machinerg). Al'so located inthis area (perhaps i n a separate
building ov/ined by the Estabrook' s—how denmolished) was t he Junction
Foundry, which manufactiired sone cast-iron architectural ornament
including "the iron- work for thefront of Foster's Block (Worcester's
first cast-iron facade--now demolished).

In 1879, the Know es LoomViorks began t ooccupy space i nthe Junction
Shop. The firm, which manufactured |oons inventedby its founders,
(Lucius J. @ Francis B. Knov/les), began i n Wrcester 1 n1866, although
the Knov/les's had been involbed inrelated businesses earlier. Through-
out thelate nineteenth century, thefirmgrewrapidly, expandingits
var|et?/ of looms t oinclude loonms for the mnufactui'e of wool ens,
flannels, dress-goods, fancy cottons, silk ribbons, suspenders,

bi ndings andvarious i Spholstery fabrics. (For further information see
Survey Form#li;1-J--Lucius Know es House.) Although additions

were nade t ot he Junction Shop t oacconmmodate t he growi ng business,
in 1890t hecorapany was incorporated andnoved t oits own, l|arger
factory or! Gand Street, where i tremains one of V/orcester's nost
important industries (nov/ nanedthe Cronpton ic Knov/les LoomV/ orks).

During the1890s, a major portion of thelJunction Shop (including
57-59 Jackson Street) was occupied by the Cereal Machi ne Conpany.
Founded by Henry D Perky, a proponent of natural foods, theCereal
Machi ne Conpany manufactured Perkys inventions which includedthe
first shredded v/iheat bhiscuit, bheat-shred drink, granul atedwheat
shred, wheat-shred baby food andthe machinery with which these
various products were made. The Cereal Machine Gonpany renained
here until 1902, v/hen t heavailabhility of cheap water-power and
proximty tograin-growingareas |ed theconpany t onove its plant
to I/iagara Falls, I/ewYork. Other businesses occupying Estabrook-
owned factories around the Junction ShoE during the 18905 and early
twentieth century included the Gasgo Thread (o, (ca. 1885-early twentieth
centixry), theV/iorcester Corset Conpany (1890s-moved toits ov/n
factory onVynan Street 1897-1890 andthe Standard Screw Conpany
(begun as the V/iorcester Screw Machi ne Conmpany—eccupi ed space at
73-75 Beacon Street from 1889 at least until the1920s).

(cont'd.)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Property Name Junction Shop &
8. Beacon « Hermon Streets
Manufactui'ina; Distx-ict;
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Al t hough containing |ess toatl floor spaae than the property of the
Estabrook family, other factories i nthe Junction Shop Manufacturing
District provided important rental space for amall manufacturers.
Anong the nost common types of businesses |ocated in these buildings
were organ manufaturers (5i|-56 & 17 Hernon Street), small-scale
foundries (29 Jackson Street andrear 23-25 Hernon Street) andnachine
tool manufacturers (23-25, 33 ¥1 Hernon Street). Occupantsof
tBese indivdually owned buildings arelisted with their descriptions,
above.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



'/\'/\/\'/\y U/\/\/\_tU. /\jut/\. /\SU N\

TECHNICAL : CONTROL
Photosi | | ~ YJ
Maps (o®
A HISTORIAN
f A NHCPoz" YSnifzy "yA-rUytJbA AMAyac tyN NN n -e?/<*-NZ: «ct«c?l ZNUA /' ZLchrXAA
MM -nC /<[ -MH<<ij<- e ViXlt— y<Ay.jlyiy(y<fiUutyP? 1,0-M,-tAI-.C'<f»-t" yO-ZyeyPI? ySyijcr
yIyfAJIPAUVtE  d | AAY>1My. "ty<A" yLY~rZA

i Ay AAYAAyAL
AHiuky™ ch ) N ZM- s MAAupty™ MMM -ARCHITECTEIRAL HISTORIAN

ZiZYi4}MeAAiyCit.A iMALX.

NZAZ<JP th-n, IXA:AALENcyy CifPZUAti . )
AV, LA MAAA Ay A NN INANAL A JW o [3AA [A-3T)AA
. ihK"hyj ALY ly-ud -h k- uYiiAMAYUL  Ajypyci Yiliiin e

(i-ntifidi'ALY
A ARCHEOLOGIST

Ic/IfU 5 nmY"P Au. [>N&TAYPS AAAPP- Y2>Ar TASYPMYAYD Zeill&slyi- AMA Y'P OTHER
mkS  ZiN AP A ImUYMY-AA P Yi"mi/fl& SCAJIPPAN T~
AfcWpY  iNY  PY Y N PIJAVMAPHAAARM imY®  sypsaryyr A SPPAI/PMPEAIP 710 AMCPiz]
MALAN  CpZeinzZP Tif"AHAPPI p/"pP£/<™YJ m ZPIPYPr  YIIPAA(4MICOV, ZI2M
AA AYc PPApp A'PPSAKIPC/-AAY  firjAAdN A PAIU(AT LA CIMP MMM MIr HAER

y * APPNAMY APP API |OPA* AMANTY Agh

AN N EN X T
NYNA AeoP&tPI* i m | DBDDPPT ZANANAANY[IN AEA Inventory
P/IIC>-CM-Y}—Y>YfAP>i'i"ZAYM YM — |y ebb- \\, Review
ind-p-yfpf.- pp(Pf julfrifaa{ (trafZfiAi. 1/joli/OUifcpbL/ti'iel/Ari

I YIPPi@YP mi Ptu® AP PJP.0 AANTYP

J

Y\~ ALXAbuj- jsSfefa-n o o LnA A MM A AR AAATA A BRANCH CHIEF 33

frro0i 150-Q.BC> AN INAW yJ'A

[-*j* Orv~iAjiw”r  -5/5 ~jli - CrUJ-C/ XCA-N-N gh MNASE ANCLC o K EEPER

(CCxyiiM- meaan LM

Ma'CA>0 -t {(mvILN >MPA A - kAN o ['"ZcA.
AN KhA-T IU-&SO 1) & 4' <3 - QdO -Pi (-Zil:.-) MA-"fc j)A— A |
National Register Wite-up Send- back f Ent ered 0/QiQ
Federal Register Entry M 0™ Re- submt

United Sates Departnent of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service















































































































Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



