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The Cloudcroft Railroad Trestle, also known as the Mexican Canyon Trestle, 
is located approximately one-half mile northwest of Cloudcroft, New Mexico. 
The structure is visible from a point on U.S. Highway 82 where a historical 
marker gives a brief description of "The Cloud Climbing Railroad." It is 
the most prominent remaining structure of the Alamogordo and Sacramento Mountain 
Railway which operated under various names from 1899 to 1947.

Built in 1899, the curved trestle has an overall length of 323 feet and 
rises 52 feet above the canyon floor. Vertical supports spaced 15 feet apart 
consist of 12" x 12" timbers. The rails (removed in 1948) and crossti.es were 
placed on 8"xl6" stringers held together with three-quarter-inch bolts and 
cast iron spacers. In order to form the curve, the top part was built in 21 
sections with 8"xl6" timbers. There are 10 main timbers 15 feet in length in 
each of the 21 sections resting on footing blocks set 4 to 8 feet underground. 
Lateral, longitudinal, and diagonal wooden braces prevented sway and shifting 
of the trestle. A wooden guard rail ran along the track to keep the ties from 
bunching. Metal guard rails running outside the standard gauge rails prevented 
derailed trains from falling off the trestle.

This structure was one of 58 trestles built on the mountainous 32-mile 
route which also required a switchback and numerous sharp curves. After the 
route was abandoned in 1947, the rails were taken up and salvagers removed a 
few of the timbers. The trestle is still essentially intact, however, and is 
a striking feature of the landscape near Cloudcroft.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cloudcroft Railroad Trestle, located in Mexican Canyon approximately 
one-half mile northwest of Cloudcroft, is the most prominent remaining structure 
of the Alamogordo and Sacramento .fountain Railway. The railway, built 1898- 
1903, was a branch of Charles B. Eddy's El Paso and Northeastern Railway which 
was sold to the El Paso and Southwestern Railway, a system acquired by the South­ 
ern Pacific Railroad Company in 1924.

According to David Myrick's historical survey, New Mexico's Railroads, the 
railway known as the "cloud-climbing railroad" was one of the most spectacular 
in the west. The route began at Alamogordo, elevation 4,322 feet, and climbed 
a distance of 32 miles to Russia, elevation 9,069 feet. The mountainous route 
was designed by Horace A. Sumner who also laid out a number of mountain 
railroads in Colorado. It involved ruling grades of 6.,4%, a switchback, and 
58 trestles averaging 120 feet in length. Several of the trestles in various 
states of repair can still be found along the route including the trestle at 
Mexican Canyon near Cloudcroft.

The railroad served two main puposes: hauling timber from the Sacramento 
Mountains for the Alamogordo Lumber Company and carrying excursion trains from 
Alamogordo to the Cloudcroft Lodge and mountain resort cabins largely patronized 
i/y trjurfsts from El Paso. The timber shipments were essential to the construction 
of the El Paso and Northeastern line from Alamogordo to Carrizozo, or, as 
Dorothy Neal states tn The Cloud-Climbing Railroad, Charles Eddy"builta rail­ 
road to build a railroa^T"fhe excursion trains ran until 1930 and limited 
passenger service continued until 1938. The lumber company's shift to the use 
of motor trucks caused the end of the freight service in 1947. The rails were 
removed in 1948.

Many of the railroad structures were sold and salvaged for lumber, but 
several trestles remain, the most prominent of which is the one nearest Cloudcroft 
It has become a trademark of the mountain resort area and in 1970 the New Mexico 
State Highway Department placed a historical marker beside U.S. Highway 82 
overlooking the structure. The landmark was considered sufficiently important 
to local tourist industry that the Cloudcroft Chamber of Commerce and the 
Cloudcroft Motel-Hotel Association prepared the nomination which led to its 
listing in the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties. The eighty- 
year-old structure is an attractive reminder of the Alamogordo and Sacramento 
Mountain Railway, a remarkable engineering feat which led to the development of 
the Cloudcroft area and provided lumber needed for the expansion of the El 
Paso and Northeastern Railway.
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