FORVIB - BU LO NG

MASSACH EETTS H STAR CAL 0! *11 SSI ON
294 Washington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

4ki |

Thcation inrelation tonearest
cross streets and other buildings
or geographical features.

Recorded by Architectural Preservation

Associates
Organization Reading Historical

Date I\bﬁ% fEB)

Date W</

Area Form no.

C Nno

Town Roarl i ng
Addr-ess 7d rMW\=\ C<T-QOH

Historic Name Ace Art Company
Use: Original Factorv and Offices
Present Factorv and Offices

Omership: !~ Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original owner A-1- Company

DESCRIPTION:
Date 1924
Source Company records
Style Art Deco
Architect
Brick/Cement

Exterior wall fabric

Outbuildings l/ieyTS.

Major alterations (with dates)

Additions 1933, 1941, 1966"

Moved no Date

r |matel 4acre
Appr ox. acreage R n ¥ 3{

Setting Original building close to

street, additions to rear arranged

to make court,

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

The architect of this small-scale brick building did not
scorn ornament when he designed this Art Deco structure. Multi-
colored textured bricks are combined with oversized textured
bricks to create a rich pattern emphasized by wide mortar joints.
Four buttresses with concrete hoods are decorated with ceramic
tiles. A concrete stepped gable serves as a signboard for the
Art Deco lettering of the company name. The large windows
reinforce the horizontal lines of the building. -

This is the only example of the style in Reading.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role owners played in local ox state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

o %

This factory, built i n 1924, produced mounting corners for photos
invented by Lester S Riley, who designed a machine t oturn
this product out i nbulk. The machine ds protected by patents
and has |ittle competition. This product 1 s a good exanple of
Yankee ingenuity creating a solutiont oa previously unknown need.

BLI GARAPHY and/ or REHFEHRENES

Pitkin, Vignettes. p. 44

Intervliev; with conpany official

20M 2/ 80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cennuiity: Fam NG

MASACHUSETTS HISTORICAL a>MISSICN Readin," c-170
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nare 24 Could st.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

The Ace Art Company building is sicnific?nt (1) for its role in man-
ufacturing nountins- corners for photo;;raphe; (2) for its connection’

v.'ith Lester S. "iley, v/ho inventec the corners; (3) as e factory
started in 1924 and still operatin-; in its ori®-inal capacit'/; and
{n) as "'.eading's only exanple of Art Beco architecture. It retains
LnteTity location, design, settingi materials, v.'orkmanship, arid
i‘eelinr, I \eets Criteria A, B, and Coi :he itional Re-ister.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom






WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Ace Art Company (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CZ resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

C2 appeal

Substantive Review: e sample CHrequest

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

* appeal

technical corrections cited below

substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Locaiion

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated

good I Iruins

e fair I I unexposed

Status
Accessible

Check one
. unaltered
e altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
completeness

e clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| | dates

| Iboundary selection

Working No. 4 mlA
Fed. Reg. Date: y
Date Due: /1 79 -i-/
Action: ACCEPT
A-ATIIRN -7 f
REJECT

Federal Agency:

CZ NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
* original site

e nioved date.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

¢ completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

¢ relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

« other

9. Major Bibliographical References

A 0. Geographical Data
JfAcreage of nominated property Muji-<_, b <—

Quadrangle name /4 v
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
« Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signal r N AAATATEN AV " -J- Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



NPS Form 10-900-i OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp.10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places ved

inventory—Nomination Form Meentered
Continuation sheet Item number Page /-
Multiple Resource Area dnr-11

Thematic Group

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area /
Sate MASSACHUSETTS Crn~r.n JltdlhifA.-.ArAN ] fIN,
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Sighiattire
1. Ace Art Company t"nhzt"ir® MW peeper frnr, L~ j
Attest .
Caormon Hidforic  Didtrict «BVJI"Keeper Mo-'/LN. Idf
t
Attest
3. Harnden-Browne House "o e MNev.  NVeeper - UM 'Tf
Attest
4. Haverhill Sreet  Milestone A~ I\ eeper Thvi X-CIV ikKNVMKTA AT
Sub”stantlve Review
Attest
5 Kenp Pl ace Entsred i nt Ef "Tl Teeper /@ --MNg-—ce-N
National Eegister
Att est
6. Kemp Barn Entred in tFff "freper 1Z22<|uNy. MW AYAVEDE
Attest
7. Nichols, Jerry, Tavern MMWeS  In tEO VWper > I
National Regtster . O N
Attest
/ N
8. Reading Standpipe rnLotantt” BBVIOT jiKeepe? P/UN—y~A<ATh2ANL A-[-AT
Attest
MAQ. Smith Shoe Shop ' Av:aiHtv..At AN eeper INKANYi AN NN t-'
Attest
/ lo. Woburn Sreet  Historic Substantive Review VK eeper [ONXNMMA-m g™ NN
oy District ' ' n

Attest



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Ace Art Gonpany (Reading MRY)

M ddl esex County
MASSACH EETTS

NeMresubmission

D nomination by person or local government
n owner objection

EU appeal

Substantive Review: e sample .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

.technical corrections cited below

.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
(m good I Iruins
o fair unexposed

request CH appeal
Status
Accessible
yes * no
Cttacfc on*
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CH completeness

o clarity
CH alterations/integrity
* dates

| Iboundary selection

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:
Action: I CEPT _
RETURN.
REJECT_

Federal Agency:

4R decision

Recom./Criteria®
Reviewer
Discipiine_
Date e
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CU completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

e context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



