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ARH TECTURAL. S GNH GANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildingswthin the community.)

The Hornbine Baptist Church, a small one-story frame structure with adimnutive

projecting hip roof porch with double entrances, i stheearliest surviving Bapti st

meeti nghouse i nsoutheast Massachusetts. Originally, when erected i n1753, this

building was a sinmple barn-likestructure with a single large room The entrance

was i nt hebagle flank facing south onto Baker Street (stone step still i nplace)

and thepulpit was on t henorth wall opposite. By 1802, t heparish had grown, and

increase i nthecongregation necessitated remodelling. A gallery was built at both

ends of t heroom and pews were installed. The pulpit, nade of hornbeam (presumably

HSTORCAL SGNHCANE (Explainthe role owers played inlocal or state (Cont i nued)
histoiy and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the conraunity.)

The First Baptist Church in Massachusetts was establis ed | n Snansea, adjacent

to Rehoboth, i n1663. |t was a SixPrinciple Baptist Church under Rev. John

Myles. 1 n1753, sone thirty menbers withdrew from t hesecond church i n Swansea,
Church of Christ and, with itsblessing, organized what was t o be known as t he

Hor nbi ne Bapti st Church i nsoutheast Rehoboth. This was thethird Baptist con-
gregation in present-day Rehoboth. Daniel Martin was ordained as paster with

Mi al Pearce as assistant. Initially, monthly meetings were held i ntheM al

Pearce House (#61) and occasionally at t he Nathaniel Baker hone on Baker Street.
During thel18th and 19th centuries, theparish grewt osuch a large size that

two maj or renovations were necessary totheoriginal church of 1753 i n 1802

and 1869. The parish has always been active i nthecomunity. Suppers areoften
held at t heChurch and cl anbakes have been an annual event since 1860 whent he
first clanbake held i na nearby orchard, neeted a thirty-cents profit. Since

1950, they have been hel d el sewhere i n Rehoboth and serve one hundred-eighty

to two hundred-fiftypeople. As chanmpions of civic and religious freedom the
parishoners voted i n 1888 t o becone non-denom national and renane t hechurch as the
First Free Baptist Church and Society of southeast Rehoboth, Massachusetts, Incor-

porated.”" This act by t heChurch encouraged participation i nchurch-sponsored social
activities by local residents belonging toother parishes. Consequently, theHorbine
Church has been instrumental in maintaining community life i nRehoboth and has many

supportive ties outside theinmediate, now small congregation.
ook (Continued)

B B A3 HY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

"Abrief history of t heHornbine Baptist Church," panphlet, n.d.

Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion, Historic and Archaeol ogi cal Resources of
Sout heast Massachusetts. Boston, 1982.

Trim et al. Rehoboth's 325th Anniversary, 1968, pp.43-44.
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Architectural Significance (Continued)

the origin of "Hornbine"), was enlarged with stairs oneither side. This pulpit

has since been cut down several tiems andi s presently |ocated i n the southeast
corner of the main floor. Further renovations in 1869 consisted of moving the
entrance toitspresent location, lowering the ceiling, anderecting a raised

alcove t oserve as a pulpit. The chandelier and four bracket lanmps, now electrified
and still inuse, were installed at this time. A social hall sixteen feet square
added t othe northwest corner that same year was enlarged by nineteen feeti n

1874 and remodel led i n the 1960s when a kitchenwas installed. A four-stall

horse shed and several storage sheds of the 1870s were renoved i nthe m d 20th
century. The potential for subsurface remains of these structures is undeterm ned.

Aside from modifications of the social hall andremval of late 19th century
sheds, the Hornbine Church has not altered significantly since the 1870s, nor
has itssetting. 1t is located where Baker Street meets Hornbine, a mnor
intersection which is unmarred by any attempts t ostraighten or wi den the roads.
Another historically significant structure, the Hornbine School (#62) is directly
across Hornbine Street.

Historical Significance (Continued)
As the earliest surviving Baptist Meetinghouse in southeast Massachusetts, well-

mai ntained and still occupied by i tsoriginal congregation, the Hornbine Baptist
Church nmeets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places individually.
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