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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lawrence was built around 1840 of frame, possibly incorporating an earlier house 
in it's south wing.

The main block of the house, with its gabled end facing the street, is marked 
by four square columns, which support a plain pediment. Under the portico 
is a three-bay facade. On the first floor, two windows and a door, each better 
than ten feet high, light the hallway and front parlor. Smaller windows above 
light the master bedroom. To the north is a small office wing, also colonnaded 
in imitation of the main portico. The south wing, which is the front of the 
service module, has a simpler front porch. The kitchen, dining room, and other 
service rooms are in the south wing, which extends to the rear as an ell. On 
the back, a large porch extends around the main house and the service wing inside 
the arms of the ell.

Small windows for a third story under the roof of the main block are found on 
the sides. Original shutters survive on most of the openings.

One enters the main house through a side hall in the main block. To the left 
are the two parlors; to the right is a door to the office wing porch. The back 
door of the hallway opens into the back porch. A staircase occupies the back 
of the hallway.

Between the two parlors is a sliding door, possibly an addition.

The slate mantels in the parlors have been painted to match the woodwork, but 
they have not been altered. Wooden mantels elsewhere in the house are quite 
simple, but entirely original.

The interior trim in the house is classic in detail, and severely plain. No 
corner blocks are employed in the windows or doors, and even the simple Greek 
ogee is used sparingly.

Hardware in the house represents an inventory of the finest materials available 
during the period. The closet door locks are small, carpenter-type latches 
without keyholes or bolts. The main door locks are iron rimblocks with re­ 
tracting bolts. Brass knobs survive throughout. Downstairs are nineteenth- 
century mortise locks with elaborate filigree patterns that may have been an 
early addition. Since these mortise locks all match, even in the sliding 
doors, they may have been added at one time.

The house is set in a landscaped park in an agricultural area a few miles north 
of Seaford.
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Lawrence is a nearly-complete surviving example of the classic period in American 
domestic architecture. Details, including hardware, flooring, trim, and land­ 
scaping, survive throughout the house and grounds.

The temple form was unusual in Delaware, even for public buildings. In domestic 
structures, few temple fronts were built and fewer survive. Because this build­ 
ing radically departs in nearly every detail from the vernacular architecture 
then prevalent in the area, it probably was the product of an outside designer.

Nearly all the details of the trim have survived intact. Aside from electrifi­ 
cation, heating, plumbing, and new concrete porch decks, alterations have been 
negligible.

Lawrence was built by Charles Wright, the youngest son of Joshua Wright of 
Dorcester County Maryland. A shipper and trader, Charles came to Seaford at 
the height of its prosperity. He built Lawrence for his second wife, Eliza 
Ann Mastin, whom he married in 1839.



Eberlein and Hubbard, Historic Houses and Buildings of Delaware, 1963. 
Betty Harrington Macdonald, Historic Landmarks of Delaware and the Eastern

Shore, 1963.
Federal Writers Project, Delaware, A Guide to the First State, 1933. 
Intrastate Water Resources Survey, 1959.

Latitude: SSOSS'-S^1 ¥-3 
Longitude: 75°36'04"

B| . | I I . i . . | -» . I . I :. .
ZONE EASTING ^NORTHING

I I . .1 i . I 1.1.1..

A| . | . . I , i , I . , I
ZONE EASTING

i ,
NORTHING
I . I . I . .

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated area is the immediate environment of the house, bounded by 
border hedges on the north and south, the highway on the east, and the 
back of the domestic yard on the west.
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