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The Thorsen house exterior is characterized by wood shingle 
siding weathered to a dark brown. The perimeter foundation 
is of maroon clinker brick which varies in exposed height 
from about 12 inches to 5 feet, according to the slope of 
the lot. The shingled exterior walls are punctuated by heavy 
timbers which frame the large plate glass windows and door 
openings, and whose horizontal members extend to structurally 
arbitrary points giving a cauculated aesthetic sense of elon 
gation to the house. Between the foundation and the siding 
sit 10"xlO" wood sills which extend beyond the house corners 
to again emphasize elongation.

The moderately pitched asbestos shingle roof has overhanging 
eaves throughout? these are supported by rafters whose ends 
extend beyond the eaves another nine inches. The gables have 
variable overhangs of from 18 to 36 inches.

The north-south leg of the overall L-shaped plan of the house, 
is a two story segment plus a full basement. The east-west 
wing is three stories plus a partial basement at the west end. 
The northwest junction point of the house forms a five-sided 
bay which is completely glazed at the main level, and defines 
the floor of the second story porch which is open to the sun.

A similar device is used on the southern-most end of the house, 
which, at the main level, comes to a simple pointed bay, again 
defining the porch space above. This porch was once open, but 
later enclosed with "French doors" and a glass roof by Charles 
Greene at the request of Mrs. Thorsen. (192?). The glass roof 
was later replaced by wood.

At the east end of the building is a garage structure attached 
to the main house by an enclosed porch on the second level, 
and by a brick and tile open walkway at the main level. The 
garden facade of the garage structure is distinguished by ex 
tensive original trellis work.

The interior of the house is characterized by extensive use of 
exotic hardwoods, including full Burmese teak panelling on the 
main level. The first and second level flooring is entirely in 
oak. Much wall joinery is exposed and executed in a vocabulary 
of carefully fitted and shaped elements peculiar to the Greenes.

The house is substantially in its original form. Major altera 
tions includet 1) Asbestos shingles on the roof replacing

wood shingles.(after Berkeley fire of 1923
threatened the neighborhood)

(see continuation sheet)
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Alterations to Thorsen house* (cont'd)

2) Enclosure of south porch by Charles 
Greene (1927).

3) Interior alterations made c.19^5 to 
accomodate new owners included bath 
room remodeling on three floors, and 
modification of a second floor bed 
room and back hall.

4) Porch connecting the second floor with 
garage structure was enclosed between 
1950 and I960.

All interior and exterior modification was done with 
great sensitivity to the original design, and is, in 
most cases, undistinguishable as alteration to the 
untrained eye.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1909 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Greene & Greene, Architects.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

California architects Charles and Henry Greene established 
such significant new directions for residential building 
following the turn of the century, that their acclaim was 
immediate within the profession as well as their public 
following. Such acclaim was restated iri^ears immediately 
following the secondworld war as many architects returned 
to attitudes which related the quality of life to building. 
In 1952,the GreenBs were honored with the presentation of the 
distinguished "Citation" by the American Institute of Archi 
tects. Since that time there has been a rapidly growing 
succession of studies, articles, books, and, in general, a 
rising interest in their work. Internationally recognized 
architectural historian, Reyner Banham, wrote that the 
Greenes' work has had a greater impact on the American home 
than had their distinguished colleague, Frank Lloyd Wright.

This fine example of their work, the William R. Thorsen house, 
by nature of its design and craftsmanship alone, qualifies it 
as worthy of historical designation. Additionally, it is 
the only example^Greene and Greene work in Northern California 
which demonstrates their fully developed "bungalow style". 
As one of the six major designs at the peak of their careers, 
it clearly establishes both the flexibility within the Greenes' 
articulated design system and within their personal responses.

Distinct differences separate the Thorsen houseefdsesign from 
its counterparts in Southern California. The^fes'ponse to 
differences in climate, site conditions, lifestyle and client 
demands, reflect here the ajbility to adapt their unique 
vocabulary at will . The Torsen design could only have been 
done in Berkeley; and it is this major statement, and the 
ongoing presevation and study thereof, which is so important 
to the full understanding of the architects. Separate from 
its relation to the architects, the building is an important 
element in an historically rich region, and provides the 
opportunity for comparitive study of immeasurable value.

This structure will continue to be an inspiration for future 
generations concerned with the quality of our living environ 
ment, and is fully equal to the Gamble House in Southern Cal 
ifornia which has just been designated a National Landmark.
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Boundary extends 100.8 ft. south along Piedmont Avenue from the 
SoutheEast corner of Piedmont Ave. and Bancroft Way- then East 
160.85 ft.- then North 100 ft. to Bancroft Way- then West 1^9 ft, 
along Bancroft Way to return to beginning point.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE

none
COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY

Edward R. Bosley, III May 15, 1978.
ORGANIZATION DATE

_______for the California Sigma Phi Alumni Association
STREET & NUMBER

Sacramento Street
TELEPHONE

-751-1222
CITY OR TOWN STATE

San Francisco California

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE X LOCAL___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE state Historic Preservation Officer DATE 7/12/78

GPO 892-453
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"Journal of the American Institute of Architects",September,1950.

"Los Angeles Times Home Magazine',' October 1^, 1951 •

FIVE CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTS; McCoy, Makinsonj Reinhold, I960.

A GREENE AND GREENE GUIDE; Strand; 197^.

BUILDING WITH NATURE; Freudenheim and Sussman; Peregrine Smith, —————— 197^.

GREENE AND GREENE-ARCHITECTS IN THE RESIDENTIAL STYLE; Current;
Morgan, 197^.

GREENE AND GREENE-ARCHITECTURE AS A FINE ART; Makinson;
Peregrine Smith, 197"?
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