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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Turner Town House of Turner, Maine, is a distinctive example of its type, 
constructed in 1831.

The one-story building is of frame construction with field-stone foundation, 
gabled roof, central brick chimney, and clapboard siding. The east and west ends 
of the town house, in the gable-ends, are two bays wide, while the facade, which 
faces south, is five bays long. All windows are covered with single board and 
batten shutters, mounted externally.

There are two symmetrically-spaced facade entrances. These each contain a 
simply enframed panelled door. Traditionally, one entrance was for men and one 
for women.

In fact, the most distinctive element of the building is internal, for the 
doors lead to a large meeting room, the floor of which was built to slope from 
each end of the building toward the center, as in a theater, to give the audience 
at the ends of the room as clear a view of the town meeting moderator and select­ 
men as possible, located in the center of the room. This feature is rare in 
Maine town houses.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the oldest town houses in Maine, having been in continuous use since 
1831, this building in Turner is also of unusual design and has a history of 
strange political strife.

The first Turner town meeting was held in 1787, a few months after incorpora­ 
tion, in the church meeting house on Upper Street. Later, from 1822-1830 meetings 
were held in the local school.

On September 25, 1830, a meeting was called "to see what measures the town 
will take to provide themselves with a town house." It was voted that such should 
be erected on an isolated little hill about a half mile west of the "center", the 
area of earliest settlement. There followed a series of five acrimonious town 
meetings and endless but fruitless votes of reconsideration of the location.

All this controversy lay in the fact that the bulk of the more recent settle­ 
ment had taken place along the western edge of the township around a nucleus called 
the "Village." Thus, when the question arose over the location of the town house, 
although the Village was ruled out as not central and convenient, its residents 
were not willing to give the prestige of the building to the Center and insisted 
on the exact geographical center of the township as the site.

The Center adherents felt that this made no sense and was done out of pure 
spite. And so on a winter's night shortly after construction of the town house, 
men from that part of town gathered, took down the town house (the frame timbers 
had been pegged and could be taken apart) and re-erected it near the Center bury­ 
ing ground. Weeks later men from the Village took it down again and put it back 
on its original site. A short while after that the Center adherents took it down 
for a third time and put it where it now is, taking the precaution of fixing the 
timbers with long spikes so they could not easily again be taken apart. There 
the town house remained.

The peripatetic Turner Town House is significant as well because of its un­ 
usual interior arrangement. From either end of the structure benches in tiers 
descend to a flat section in the center where is located the moderator's plat­ 
form and a large cast iron stove. The only other town house in Maine known to
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have such an arrangement is that in Wayne CNR-1/ 1/76), of 1840, and there the 
seating slopes from the side walls rather than the ends.

Its long use, its strange history and its interesting interior combine to 
make the Turner Town House a highly significant public building.


