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1« Name of Property

historic name Hatfield Center Historic District

other names/site number.

2. Location
Day Ave.
dreet & number Roughly bounded by the Connecticut & Mill Rivers and nat for publication
city or town Hatfield vicinity
dae Massachusetts code MA oounty Hampshire code 015 zip code 01038

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this H nomination

* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[3 meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

D nationally « statewide Kl locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

sirrviture of certifying official/Title Judith ~ J.  MtDonoughDate Exftcutfive Djrector
lasSachusetts Historical Conmi ssion, State Historic Preservation Officer
'of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. NatisRal Park Service Certification
he{@gyegnify that the property is: [ 1 Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

S'e‘?ﬂt@red in the National Register.
* See continuation sheet.
n determined eligible for the

National Register
n See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National
Register.

other, (explain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category diJb'oaBrty
(Check as many boxes as apply) ' (Check only one box)
S private n Duiidingrs'
public-local
* public-State
0 public-Federal - e iiliunui'g
* oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(BEnta categaries from Indrudtions)
AGRICULTURE: agricultural field,

agricultural processing facility
DOMESTI C single dwelling, multiple dwelling,

secondary structure
RINERARY: cenetery

GOERNMENT: town hall, post office
RELIA O\ church

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

1R

GOLON AL: Ceorgian, EARLY REPUBLIC Federal
MD 19th C : QGeek. Revival , LATE VM CTOR AN

Italianate, Second Enpire, Queeii Anne,

LATE 19th & 20th C REMI VALS: Col oni al
Revival, LATE 19th & 20th C AMER CAN
MOEMENTS  Craftsman

Narrative Description

Hampshire Councy, MA
County ad Sate

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
164 o1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
169 53 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

AR QLTURE, agricultural field
DOMESTIC single dwelling, multiple dwell
secondary structure

FUNERARY: cenetery
GOAERNMENT: town hall, post office

RELIA ON church

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

walls weat herboard, brick, vinyl

r oof slate, asphalt, nmetal

ot her.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name o Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[3 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

» B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

13 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

» D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

3 B removed from its original location.

* C abirthplace or grave.

S D acemetery.

» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

* F a commemorative property.

» G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Malor Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Hampshire Cnnnfy.MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE
ARCH TECTURE

GOMMIN TY PLANN NG & CEVE_GPMENT
BEXPLCRATI QN SETTLEVENT

Period of Significance
1669-1944

Significant Dates
Septenber 19. 1677 (Canadi an Indian attack)

1786 (Shavs' Rebellion)
1856 (Tobacco Introduced t o Hatfield)

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

S State Historic Preservation Office
» Other State agency
» Federal agency
* Local government
* University
H Other
Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Pi oneer Valley Planning Comm ssion
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10. Geographical Data

Hampshire County, MA
Carnly ad Sae

Acreage of Property 465 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1Ljd 8 16]9]7[4|0|0] 14]6]9, 4|3 Q 311i81 |619i815i8i0l1 14i619i2]0,0,01
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
21118 16,98 1/6/0 14694 1,80 4 |619|7|918,0] |4,6]|9,1|2,0,0]|

H See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(]I-Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

1. FormP epar
Bonni e Parsons, Senior Planner and Gregory Farmer, Pioneer Valley Planning Commissioi
nane/title with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MC

organization ~Massachusetts Historical Conmmi ssion dat e April 1994
street & nunibber 80 Boyl ston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston Sae MA Zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sl(etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Multiple

street & number. telephone

city or town state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications tothe National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form tothe Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRI PTI ON

Tiie town of Hatfield i sunusual anong t he Connecticut Valley's ol der ,

communities, i nthat i thas remained primarily a farmng community
with itseconony and politics directly influenced by changing
agricultural markets. The ties of Hatfield residents tothe .

surrounding |and are expressed i nthephysical arrangement of the »

village, a pattern that has persisted since initial surveys and

allotments were made i nt he 1660s. Long homelots withstreetside
houses, barns, and other agricultural outbuildings arearranged with
narrow frontages along linear streets, surrounded with |large open
VAL tilled fields, pasture, and hayfields. The center of Hatfield i sa
wel | -preserved example of a 17t hcentury linear village withbuildings

arrayed along a single axis for purposes of defense and religious -

community (Photos #s 2 & 3). AR -
A SETTI NG & TAPOERAPHY o/

The village of Hatfield occupies a wide floodplain on thewest bank of
the Connecticut River i nHampshire County, Massachusetts. |t was laid
out as an extension of theHadley settlement on t heeast side ofthe
river with Hatfield' slong Main Street an extension of thenorth-south
direction of t heHadl ey Common (1659). The area between Main Street
and t heConnecticut River i soccupied by large flat fields
interspersed with oxbows and other remnants of theriver's meanders.

Hatfield shares a southern boundary with thecity of Northampton, one
of thevalley's earliest market towns. The uplands i nthe western
g part of Hatfield along theborder with thehilltown of WIlliamsburg
S' represent t hedunes and shores of glacial Lake Hitchcock, which filled
most of themddle valley. The northern boundary separates Hatfield
from t he adjacent farmng town of Whately. The Connecticut River i s
the eastern border separating Hatfield from Hadl ey. A

VI LLAGE PLAN . (. . - o o ..

Hatfield' s primary town center i sarrayed along Main Street, a

» hardened local road, with perpendicular extensions along School,
Mapl e, and Elm Streets. The land i sgenerally flat andwell-drained
with long fields running out behind thehomelots on both sides of Main
Street. - AN , . . , AN
The homelots aregenerally long and narrow with houses and
outbuildings clustered closest tothestreet. The modest setback of
the houses i senhanced by a generous treebelt which separates
pedestrian traffic from t heroadway and evokes t heimage of a classic

New Engl and comxinity. The location of thecenter village away from
, vV theriverbank was a conscious effort tomnimze damage from flooding.
o wih Inthel7thand early 18t hcenturies, thevillage center was also

- : (continued) A

V]
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protected by a defensive stockade, a description of which survives i n
the written records of the town.

BUI LDI NG DESCRI PTI ONS - nonA
I NSTI TUTI ONAL

The village center's religious and civic buildings arelocated near
the intersectionof Main and School Streets. Ranging i ndate from
1849 t o0 1935, these structures vary widely i nstyle and scale. This
stretch of Main Street has been t hecent er of Hatfield since the
erection of thefirst meetinghouse i n1668. The center village was
fortified during conflicts with native Americans i nthelate 17th and
early 18t hcenturies, but no evidence of thefortification remains

rf exposed. The earliest surviving public buildinginthevillage i s the
Congregational Church (1849), which stands near thesite of the first
meeti nghouse (Photo#3).

The Congregational Church, historically thefourth meetinghousei n
town (41Main St., ML #141, 1849) i sa Greek Revival clapboard
structure rectangular i nplan with a rear ell. Two stories i nheight
it i sthree bays wide and has a flushboard facade t o suggest t he stone
construction of its Greek antecedents, behind four fluted lonic
colums. Front gabled, thechurch's large pedi ment formed by gable
returns i salso flushboarded and i stopped by a Wen-style steeple.

The steeple rises from a rectangular base toa square louvered and
pedi mented section, toa clock faced section, and hexagonal spire
which i stermnated i na gold weathervane. The clock was added to the
steeple i n1898, but theclock and bell belong tothetown rather than
to thechurch. The church's stained glass wi ndows replaced original
wi ndows i n1892. The three bay facade has three, double leaf door
entries with identical trabeated surrounds consisting of panelled
pilasters supporting full entablatures above transom lights. Set on a
granite basement, theamply proportioned church has broad panelled
corner pilasters and cornice. A later el | addition extendsthe
building tothewest and towards theburial ground.

The School Street School (3 School St., ML #129, 1871) i st he next
earliest institution i nHatfield and i sthesource of itsstreet's
nanme. |t i sa High VictorianGothic building. Square i nplan with a
rear el | and a front pavilion, themain block has a gable on hi proof
composition which i sdecoratively tiled i ncontrasting bands of slate
with fish scale patterns. A deep pavilion with a hi proof i s centered
on themain block and contains theentry which i sbeneath a nore
recent portico on posts. The pavilion's second story has a double
lancet wi ndow framed by a steeply pitched gable whose barge boards
terminate i nlarge, carved rosettes. Scroll cutrafter ends enliven
the roof Iine while ornamental brick work consisting of tarredbrick
striping, corbelled stringcourses and a stone beltcourse contributeto

(continued)
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building's visual interest. A recent brick addition housing the
station is attached on the rear or south facade
Joseph's Church (15 School St., ML #126, 1892) is a an

ificially sided Late Gothic Revival style building (Photo #5). The

t gable building is rectangularinplan, and the entry facade is

framed by two asymmetrical towers, the taller of which is a louvered
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tower with an octagonal spire. Once partially shingled, the
nd tower has crenelations at itsroof line. A gabled enclosed
rtico serves as an entry and i s ornamented with a trilobate w ndow ,
ed with |eaded glass. A tripartite window composition of |ancet Ao
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er School, later a junior high school, is now the Western

Massachusetts Regional Library (58 Main St., ML #131, ca. 1920). |t
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two story Jacobean Revival style building inbrick and cast
e. A C-plan beneath a steeply pitched slate, gable roof, the
ding i s set on a high basenent and has highly decorative stonework
uding a beltcoursewhich separates the basenment from the main
r, staggered quoins at the building corners and wi ndow surrounds
h repeat the staggered quoin pattern, a Jacobean Revival detail

Ay - (continued)
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An el aborate cast stone entry surround has a broken arch pedi ment,
fluted pilasters and an eight light transom above double leaf door.
The extending pavilions have characteristic Tudor style wi ndows i na
four section composition at second story level and stone articulated

panels at thefirst story level. High parapets at each pavilion gable
end and once again above theentry arecharacteristically Jacobean
Revival. A centrally place octagonal, louvered cupola completes t he

composition and i sless Tudor than Colonial Revival i ninspiration.

Directly across Main Street from Central School is the Colonial
A Revival Hatfield Memorial Town Hall (59 Main St, , MC #130, 1930)

! Sonewhat nore sedate, but also i nbrick, thetwo-and-a-half story
building i sH i nplan and t heend gabled section nearest the street
has a three bay projecting, pedimented pavilion with a slightly
recessed entry reached by double ranmp stairs. The entry surroundi s
conposed of tall, engaged colums, lonic-type capitals beneath a
pulvinated frieze and a pediment. A leaded fanlight tops the double
| eaf entry doors. Seven bays deep, this section of theH plan has
12/12 sash and Federal style splayed lintels, and two end chi meys.

The connecting single story section of theplan has five full Ilength
| arched wi ndows, while therear block i sagain two-and-a-half stories
in height, but has slightly smaller proportions, irregular

fenestration, and provides another entry and offices at therear.
RESI DENTI AL

Farm houses with associated outbuildings arethe predom nant
structures i ntheproposed district. The houses aresited with
shal | ow setbacks on | ong narrow homelots. Contributing buildings are
of wood frame or brick construction and date from ca. 1740 t oca. 1930
reflecting a wide variety of styles. High style exanples fromthe
Colonial through Late Industrial periods demonstrate the prosperity
many Hatfield farmers enjoyed. Reflecting thelong termprosperity of
the town, most of t hehouses arewell detailed exanples of their
period's styles and simple, vernacul ar houses are scarce i nthe
district, except for a fewhouses on theouter margin. The scarcity
of laborers' houses i sexplainedi npart by thefact that nost ofthe
houses ar e large enough t o have accommodat ed extended families and
farm help; a fewsmaller ones were built as tenements and offices.
Wien t heneed for |abor outgrew thelocal population, help was
transported daily fromnnearby cities rather than settled on the farm
land.

A description of houses arranged by style and construction date
follows:

(continued)
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Georgian Style

Seven houses scattered widely in the proposed district date from the
Colonial period and have Georgian characteristics. These houses are
all wood frame with center chimeys and symmetrical five bay fronts.
Three have saltbox rear additions and two have notable period
doorways. (e of the houses is a cottage with a gambrel roof,
originally built as doctor's and |awyer's offices; the remaining six
houses are two story buildings with side-gabled roofs.

e of the earliest of these is the Ebenezer Morton House (72 Main
St., ML #112, 1740). This five bay, two-and-a-half story, clapboard
house has a central chimey and the wide proportions of a substantial
house. It is tw rooms deep, rectangular in plan and has a side gable
roof. The windows are small and on the second floor are placed close
to the eaves, which is typically Georgian in this region. The entry
surround and portico are |ater Greek Revival additions.

The C K Morton House (30 School St., MC #122, ca. 1740) (Photo #5)
is similarly proportioned. Five bays wide, two-and-a-half stories in
height, i tis tw rooms deep. Rectangular in plan, the house is set
on high granite foundations and has a central chimey. Georgian are
the small wi ndows which are placed close to the eaves on the second

story. MWhile the original door surround has been altered i t has the
narrow proportions of the New England Georgian period. An oriel

wi ndow has been added on the west facade. "

The Simeon Wait / F. D Billings House (31 Main St., MC #145, 1760)

(Photo #3) is one of Hatfield's several remaining Georgian houses with
Connecticut Valley door surrounds, two of which are in this district.
The distinctive entry has a broken scroll pediment in high relief with

carved rosettes initsscrolls. |t has pilasters on panelled plinths
beneath capitals with rosettes, supporting a pulvinated frieze and
keystone inrelief. A typically broad Connecticut Valley entry, it
has a two |eaf door. The tall, two-and-a-half story, clapboard house
is rectangular in plan with a rear ell, and is one room deep beneath a
steeply pitched, slate covered, side gabled roof. It has a five bay

facade. Characteristic of a large n\inber of houses in this region,
the outer two wi ndows of the five bays are placed closer together.
High style Georgian are the pedi mented wi ndow |intels of the first
floor and on al | three stories of the north and south facades.

The second Georgian house in the district with a Connecticut Valley
door surround is the John Dickinson / Morton House (1 South St., ML
#159, ca. 1762) (Photo #1). Rectangular in plan with a rear ell, the
house is two-and-a-half stories in height and has a salt box profile
beneath a side gable roof. 1t is five bays wide and is set on granite
foundations. The door surround is conmposed of a high arched pedi ment
with a lattice work infill, restingon floral and grapevine carved

(continued)
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pilasters which are themselves set on panelled plinths. Pilaster
capitals arefloral carvings andboth thecapital andlintel keystone
are stepped i nrelief which gives thewhole surround a greater depth
anddi mension than will appear i nlater periods. Wndow lintels are
crown mol dings and second story wi ndows areplaced close t ot he eaves.
As i s thecase with 31 Main Street, t hehouse i scovered with narrow
clapboards. NN < . .
The C Dickinson House (69 Main St., MHC #115, ca. 1770) i sanobre 7~ >
modest Georgian house than itsneighbor at #72 Main Street. 1t i s
rectangular i nplan with a rear ell, side gable roof, andi sfive bays
wi de and one room deep. Fine dentilling at thecornice i sa feature
found i na nunber of t he Georgian houses i nHatfield andi s present
here. A Greek Revival door surround with full length sidelights anda
Queen Anne style, gable entry porch andells onthewest are al | later
additions t ot he house.

L The Lyman Moore House (12 Main St., MHC #154, ca. 1780) i sa
transitional Georgian/Federal style house. Particularly Georgianare

-X * t heproportions andprofile of thehouse. One-and-a-half stories

high, i ti sfive bays wide andtworoons deep with a saltbox profile,
H andsquare plan with rear ell. The side gambrel roof has a center
fcoi mihatyl clAd t wo dor mers have been added t oit. Federal i nstyleare
S* thealmost full length windows of thestreet facade with their 6/6 .
kEgdpral ASbyI B century porch "has beén added on t hewest anda small ° Tt/s

enclosed entry onthenorth. It sits onrather | owgranite
O Federal period houses i ntheproposed Hatfield district exhib the

It .
traditional five bay facade, but arenore varied i ndetail than N
earlier houses. Somre Federal houses have central chi meys, the
majority of houses arestill frame construction, andside gable roofs r
continue tobebuilt; but period innovations such as center hall
plans, hipped roofs, fanlight ornaments andbrick construction also
appear anong t heeleven exanples from t heperiod. All of these houses
are two-and-a-half stories i nheight.

The David Billings House (15Main St., MHC #153, 1772) andtheJ. D
Billings House (18 Main St., MHC #152, 1783) face each other across
' Main Street andshare several architectural features, although they
are eleven years apart i ndate. Federal i nstylerthey illustratet he
N greater variety of plan andelevation which appear at this time i n
Hatfield. The David Billings House i sL-plan, twostories high, and
e ; hasahiproof. Five bays wide, it has a gabled pediment at t he roof
; i nthecentral bay. A leaded fanlight i splaced i nthe gable
tymnpanum The J. D Billings House at #18 i salso hip-roofed, five
bays wide, andtwostories high andhas a center hall plan. |t hasa

YA VIV *y . (continued)
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very similar front pediment with leaded fanlight i nthegable. Each
house i sartificially sided, so other details are obscured. The
* | atter house, however has a High Victorian Gothic portico which gives
kit i tanmre eclectic appearance.
Several Federal houses i nHatfield were given Greek Revival updates. ,
This i strue of theBardwell Homestead (44 Main St., ML #140, 1785) "
oM N which i sa two-and-a-half story, side gable, five bay Federal house.

At G I t has smaller wi ndows which are set closely together and i s one room

deep. Set on brick foundations, thehouse has a simple Greek Revival
style door surround with panelled pilasters and corner blocks. The

"2, " door i sflanked by 3/4 length sidelights which appear nore often
" r during theGreek Revival period. The house has a relatively wide
% -1 frieze and corner boards i ncomparison toits contemporaries.
tfrrvvd The Raynmond Billings House (9 Main St., ML #155, 1787) i s another ,
Ji Federal house which was given a Greek Revival updating, i nthis case,
o a Greek Revival “doorway and broad frieze, and what appears t o have
A been wi de corner pilasters but which arenow hidden by artificial '
siding. The house i stwo-and-a-half stories i nheight, i sfive bays
--V,AiA wide and tall i nproportions. |1t has a center chimey and i s square

/ i nplan with a rear el | which includes an attached barn.

The Austin Smith House (22 Mam St., ML #151, ca. 1790) (Photo #2)i s
one of thenore conservative Federal houses i nthedistrict. 't is
rectangular i nplan, side gabled, two-and-a-half stories i nheight and

I has a center chimey. O thefirst floor thetwo outer bays are

J paired and sash i nal | thew ndows of thefive bay facade i s 12/12.

f I t i sone roomdeep, has narrow corner boards and a slate roof. A
portico was added later. . o o .

The Capt. Thaddeus Graves House (1Bridge Lane, M #132, ca. 1790) i s
simple i nornament and has a center hall plan, but i thas the taller
proportions and hipped roof of thehigher style Federal houses of
Hatfield. Five bays wide, thecenter entry i stall and narrow and has
fluted pilasters supporting theentablature. The lowrelief ofthe
surround i scharacteristic of theAdans influence i nthe Federal style
, - and stands i nstrong contrast toitsneighbor, theGeorgian house at 1
South Street. The house i srectangular i nplan with a two story
gabled addition and a one-and-a-half story addition as rear ells.

The J. W WArner House (17 Maple St., ML #172, ca. 1790) i sthe first

brick Federal house i nthedistrict. I'tisahip-roofed house, i

foursquare i nplan and i stwo stories i nheight with four interior
chi meys, enabling i ttohave a center hall plan. The narrow entry of
the five bay facade has a |eaded fanlight and there i sa narrow band "

o A of dentils at t heboxed eaves. Very subtle brickwork distinguishes
the house: a brick stringcourse separates thestories and w ndow v '
oo ' lintels on both stories are Federal style splayed brick.

(continued)
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The S F Billings House (10Valley St., ML #163, ca. 1795) i sa
Federal house with Greek and Colonial Revival additions. The housei s
rectangular i nplan with a rear ell. 't i stwo-and-a-half storiesin
height and five bays wide. The roof i sa side gable with full returns
to provide pediments, which was a Greek Revival change as weret he
full length first floor windows. The one story porch on colum
supports i sa Colonial Revival addition.

The Deacon Partridge House (25Main St., ML #148, 1800) i sa Federal
style house with a hipped roof. Rectangular i nplan with a rear ell,
the five bay house has full length first floor wi ndows which appeared
in late Federal style. Later additions were the 19t hcentury porch
now on new posts, and a bay on thesouth facade.

The Perez Morton House (48 Main St., ML #139, 1807) i sa fine Federal
house two-and-a-half stories i nheight, five bays wi de beneath a side
gable, slate roof with a center chimey. The Federal door surround i s
conposed of a dummy f anabove slender panelled pilasters which frame
half length sidelights. The lightness of theornament whichi s
characteristic of t heAdanesque Federal style i sseen as well in the
wi ndow surrounds which aresimple surrounds with a narrow cap stripi n
[ow relief. Notable i sthefine dentil work at thecornice line,
which i sfound i na nunber of thedistrict's houses from this period.
Sash i s 6/6.

Moses C Porter House (49 Main St., ML #136, ca. 1770 & 1807) i sa
five bay, two-and-a-half story, clapboard Federal house with a later

Greek Revival door surround. The house has broad corner boards and a
wide frieze which arecharacteristicof the Greek Revival style, but
the small wi ndows with 6/6 sash ar e Federal. Rectangular i nplan with

side and rear ells, thehouse has a side gable roof. On the interior,
fine feathered panelling i sfound on both floors indicative ofits
18th century origin.

The William P. Allis House (64 Main St., ML #117, ca. 1820)i s
transitional from t heFederal totheGreek Revival. |t i stwo-and-a-
half stories i nheight, has a five bay facade, two interior chimeys
and side gable roof. The center hall plan house has the relatively
smal | wi ndows of the Federal period, but now overall proportions have
shifted markedly. Four bays deep, thelarge house has a broad Greek
Revival door surround with 3/4 length sidelights and a high transom
W de corner boards and wide frieze beneath a boxed eaves are Greek
Revival features as well. The house i srectangular i nplan with ells
on therear.

The Lyman Pease House (1Main St., ML #158, ca. 1830 or earlier) i s
one of thelatest Federal exanples i nthedistrict. Consi derably
altered, it had a gambrel roof which was converted t oside gabled roof
about 1980. A store was appended as a wing giving i ta rectangular

(continued)
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plan with a side ell. | thasthecharacteristicfive bayelevation
and an architrave door surround, but aliomnum siding andadditions
have changed it soriginal appearance.

Greek Revival Style

Fourteen Greek Revival houses survive i nthecentral part of Hatfield,
built between 1820 andt hem d-1850s. Many of these housesar e
traditional side gabled houses, with Greek Revival ornamentation added
to symmetrical facades. Intermediate fornms orient a gable to the
street andhave main doors facing a sideyard, or have doors on both
gable andlong sides. Sone exanples depart from tradition and have
mai n doors on gabled street-facingfronts t omake nore explicitthe
architectural reference toa Greek temple. Two high-style examples
exhibit colossal columed porticoes. Greek Revival houses i n the
proposed district areal |l frame, twot otwo-and-a-half story
structures.

The Erastus Cowl es House (15Valley St., MHC #162, ca. 1820) i s
transitional between Federal and Greek Revival. Il ti san end gable

house with full returns formng a pedi ment, however themain entry i s ~
on thelong side of thehouse, rather than thestreet side. Theentry e
is a narrow Federal door surround with a five light transomand

slightly battered pilasters. There are 3 bays onthegable endand .-
only four bays ontheentry facade which i stinusual i nHatfield. 1 t

has a center chimey.

Ms. Billings House (4Maple St., MHC #167, ca. 1820) (Photo #4) has
it both ways with entries onthestreet side gable facade andonits
five bay lateral facade. Truly transitional between Federal and Greek

Revival i t has a flushboard pedi ment with an oval oculus, but also
narrow Federal door surrounds with fanlights andfolded fabric carved

% motifs i nthespandrels. The center chimey house i srectangulari n

I» plan with rear ells.

A The farmhouse at 19 Maple Street (M #174, ca. 1830) i sa side-gabled
house with itsentry onthesideyard. The gable endi sonly twobays ;
wi de, sotheorientation i si neffect split asi ti sat thehouse at 4

N A Maple Street. A 20th century porch wraps around two facades.
Panelled corner pilasters anda broad frieze give thehouse a neat

* solidity that i spart of theGreek Revival style. There i sa two
na story rear el |l ontherectangular plan house. S\
o'H/>": The Cow es House (3 Maple St., MIC #166, ca. 1830) (Photo #4) i sa i'V*

good exanple of t henore mydest Greek Revival houses which were built
in Hatfield. A front-gabled house with side hall plan, i ti s two-and-
a-half stories i nheight andrectangular i nplan. The Greek Revival
door surround has been altered, buttheplain frieze, plain corner
pilasters, andclapboard rather than flushboard pedi ment ar e

> A Y- - N o ceccme

(continued)
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oy | story porch added™later. Three BaysSashdeet ttshe house has corner
, » pilasters and a broad cornice, a simple door surround with transom and
3/4 length sidelights.

The Mrs. Mary A Dickinson House (25 School St., ML #124, ca. 1830)

i sa conservative house which retains nmore from t he Federal style than

it ventures i ntheGreek Revival. Federal style i sits two-and-a-half

story, side gable, five bay by one bay form  Typically Federal for
Hatfield i sthepairing of theend w ndows on t hestreet facade.
Greek Revival trim i sfound on thearchitrave door surround with -
corner blocks and half length sidelights. The transom and sidelights

have had their original lights replaced and a Queen Anne style porch
has been added with turned spindle and baluster trim.  The housei s
e rectangular i nplan with two rear ells.

The Samuel H Dickinson House (54 Main St., ML #135, 1792 & 1837)i s
Greek Revival at one of itshighest expressions i nHatfield. Thetwo-
and-a-half story house i srectangular i nplan with a side ell.

Front-gabled, it has a three bay sidehall plan with a flushboarded

facade behind a colossal lonic portico. The Greek Revival door \
surround has characteristic fluted pilasters with corner blocks and a ,V
central keystone. Full length sidelights and full length first floor A
wi ndows | et added light totheinterior. There i sa wi ndow placed i n

the flushboard pediment, which i soften found i nthis region. The

west side el |l i stwo stories i nheight and has a one story verandah on
square piers. I t may be the 1792 section of the building.

The Elisha Hubbard House (40 School St., MHC #123, ca. 1840) (Photo
#6) i st hesecond high style Greek Revival house i nthe district.
Placed on a raised corner lot,i tisa front gable, rectangular plan
house with rear and side ells. The three bay facade with its side
hall entry i sflushboarded and preceded by a colossal order of Doric
colums. The flushboarded pediment has a regionally characteristic
. triangular light. First floor windows arefull length and t he door
oH* surround i svery broad and framed by panelled pilasters and full
cylength sidelights. There i sfine dentil work i nthepediment andat
the cornice line and once again at theentablature of the door
‘ surround. Oh thesecond story, sash i s6/6 with thelarger lights of
X t heperiod. There i san added polygonal bay on t hewest facade.

The Moses Field House (8 Maple St., ML #169, 1841) i s another exanple

of thenmore nodest Greek Revival house. It isa front-gabled, two-
and-a-half story, side hall plan house with panelled pilasters and

. e M * (continued) u
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corner blocks formng thedoor surround beside half length sidelights.

The farm house at 43 Main Street (ML #138, 1852) was noved t o this

site from thelocation of thepresent town hall further north on Main

Street. The ol dtown hall stood on this site until it was destroyed
by fire, and this house was noved ca. 1930 toallow for construction
of new town hall. Nunber 43 forms a pair with #45 next door. Both

were built i nthesame year and are front gable, Greek Revival houses

of two-and-a-half stories. Each has a triangular window i nits
pedi ment, broad panelled corner pilasters and full friezes. Nunber
43, however, i sa side hall plan and its entry has 3/4 length

sidelights flanking a door with a simple surround behind a portico on

colums. | ti srectangular i nplan with a rear ell.

Number 45 Main Street (ML #137, 1852) differs from #43 i nthat its
entry i son thesideyard. Full Tlength first floor windows ont he

three bay street facade ar e hidden behind a one story screened porch
which i sa later addition, but theentry facade on t hesouth has a
Greek Revival recessed entry, infrequently found i nHatfield. A two
story bay on this facade i sa later addition also.

The Moses Warner House (22 Maple St., MIC #173, 1855) i s a good

exampl e of the Greek Revival farm house. The end gable has an oculus

wi ndow i nits pedi ment which i sitself clapboarded. The two-and-a-

half story house has panelled corner pilaster, and a broad frieze, but

stylistically conservative, it has a side yard entry. First floor
wi ndows on t hestreet facade arefull-length. The rectangular plan
house has a side ell. A,

Italianate and Second Empire Styles i v, .

The Italianate and Second Empire houses i nt heproposeddistrict were
built between 1855 and 1870; early houses with Italianate detai
shal l ow hipped roofs, while later houses have mansard roofs. These
wood frame and brick houses aregenerally two or two-and-a-half
stories, with three bay fronts, elaborate bracketed cornices, and
prom nent wi ndow and door crowns. Exanples of these styles i n the
district arelocated on Main Street between School and Maple Streets.

The Daniel White Tavern (30Main St., M #147, ca. 1850) (Photo #2)

|'s have

is transitional between Greek Revival and Italianate. Two-and-a-half

stories i nheight, it i sfront-gabled with a central door, and paired
wi ndows above t heentry and i nthegable which arearched i n the
Italianate style. The house i svinyl sided and not nmuch detail i s
visible.

The John A Billings House (21Main St., MLC #150, 1856) i s a good

example of theframe Italianate house. | ti sa square plan house four

bays wi de by five bays deep beneath a virtually flat roof with wi de

(continued)
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* overhangs giving i ttheappearance of an Italian villa. Wndow
lintels areentablatures on first floor wi ndows which have been filled
in were originally full length on thestreet facade. There aretwo

V. interior chimeys and a rear ell.
j'-.:i-*y  The Silas G Hubbard House (55Main St., ML #120, 1861) i st henost
el aborate Italianate house i nthedistrict. Brick i nconstruction, i t
N\ i stwo stories i nheight with a shallow deck hipped roof. The broad
roof eaves overhang i sornamented with modillions at thecornice and

turned pendants at thecorners. Wndows have theltalianate footed
lintels and sills and there i sa one story polygonal bay on thenorth
B facade which i selaborately detailed with modillion blocks, pendants
o and brackets at the eaves. The central entry is reached through a

» large portico on colums, and above the portico on the second floor is itT.

f*< an arched window with architrave surround which gives the house the
“' appearance of an Italian palazzo. The change in proportions of the

. Italianate period is evident here. Only three bays w de, the house

if) nonet hel ess has large openings, high stories, and overall large scale
proportions not found i nthepreceding Greek Revival style. | thas

- four interior chimeys.

The Mrs. Joseph Smith House (36 Main St., M #144, 1863) (Photo #2)
is a fine and well-preservedexanple of theFrench Second Enpire.
Two-and-a-half stories highwith a flared mansard roof, i thas gable
dormers on north and south facades. Brackets at theeaves coupled
with a dentil course arerepeated again at theporch eaves forthe
picturesque effect aimed at by designers i nthis style. The line of
the eaves on thestreet facade i sbroken by a steeply angled gable
which frames a pointed "firtree" window A small balcony i splaced
in front of thew ndow. The facade i sthree bays wide and i mmedi ately
L below t hebalcony i sthesecond story's arched central w ndow. The

bal ance of t hew ndows have entablature surrounds which are footed at
lintel and sill. A central broad entry has half length sidelights and
a large transom theproportions on a typically grand scale forthe
period. O thesouth facade i sa one story bay with a secondary
gabled entrance portico. The house i ssquare | nplan with rear ells.

The New Sophia Smth House (26 Main St., MHLC #149, 1867) (Photo #2)i s
a two-and-a-half story frame, French Second Empire style house. It is
architecturally equivalent totheltalianate house at 55 Main Street.
Al though i ti sframe, theexterior siding i sflushboard sidedto
resemble stone. | tsmansard roof has slate tiles i ndiamnd and
rectangle patterns. Wde pilasters divide thefacade into three bays
with capped and footed wi ndow surrounds on thefirst floor and
segmentally arched and footed surrounds on t hesecond floor. The
entry i sreached through a portico supported by paired colonnetteson
plinths. The portico frieze has a carved floral motif. A very broad
entry i ssegmentally arched and articulated by a molded surround. A
segmentally arched transom and half length sidelights frame the

(continued)
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panel |l ed door which itself has an oval light i nit. The high style
Second Empire's emphasis on large proportions i sexemplified i nthis B
house.

. V-S§-V

Not all thehouses i nthedistrict were as purely designed i na single

style as theMs. Joseph Smith, Silas Hiibbard and New Sophia Smth :
houses. The Dr. Alonzo Lewis House (21School St., MIC #125, ca. 1870)

i san eclectic, two-and-a-half story, brick house which combines LAY
features of several styles popular i nthe 1870s and 1880s and nay owe .1
its eclectic appearance toa remodelling i nthe Queen Anne period. | t

has a French Second Enpire mansard roof, late Victorian Gothic dormers
with gable screens, and a wing including a Queen Anne porte-cochere

with scrolled ornaments i na gabled entry. The increasing complexity ;e
of volume i nthis house and t he enphasis on surface ornament are

indications of theinterest i nthepicturesque which will typify the

Queen Anne style, albeit modestly i nHatfield.

Queen Anne Style - A

Queen Anne style houses arenost numerous on t heperiphery ofthe
proposed district, (Maple St., School St., and on Main St. north of ‘ ‘
School St.). These two and two-and-a-half story wood frame houses

with front-gabled or hipped roofs elaborated with cross-gabled bays

were built between 1880 and 1910. The Queen Anne style i1 n Hatfield

does not have t hehigh style examples of earlier periods. Most of -
Hatfield's Queen Anne houses aresmall, with [ittle elaboration;
surviving ornamentation on thefewlarger examples i s restrained
rather than conspicuous.

Typical of themdest Queen Anne i st hehouse at 12 Maple Street (ML

#170, ca. 1890). Two- and-a-half stories i nheight, it i sa front

gabl ed house, rectangular i nplan, with a single cross gable. I t has

a rear ell and above an enclosed first story porch i san added second

story porch of one bay. There i slittle trim and only thenore

conpl ex volume of thehouse indicates its Queen Anne inspiration.

The house at 1 Maple Street (MLC #164, ca. 1890) i sa nore prom nent N
exampl e of thestyle. Set on a corner lot, i tisa front-gabled house

with cross gables and rear ell formng a Geek cross plan. The house
is two-and-a-half stories i nheight, and three bays wide with a side
hall entry. The west side bay formed by t hecross gable i schanfered
on thefirst floor, and several of thew ndow surrounds on t he main
facades aretypically Queen Anne with triangular lintels. A porch on
turned posts crosses thestreet facade and i sentered under a gable
section which i sornamented with scroll work.

The house at 16 Maple Street (ML #171, ca. 1900) i sa simple Queen

Anne foursquare house with a wraparound porch. Unornamented except -
for a Queen Anne stair window with small panes surrotmding a single

;a anf- . V- - (continued) ==t
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pane center light, thehouse hasa hi proof andpolygonal bayon its
west facade. A single hipped dormer i scentrally place onthe roof
making i ttwo-and-a-half stories i nheight.

John F. O Dea House (65 Main St., MHC #116, 1904) i sa front gabled,
two-and-a-half story house with onecross gable. Only twobays wide,
its gable endhas full returns toforma pediment i na stylistically
conservative manner. The pediment i srepeated ontheenclosed porch
entry. * % . -

The John Burke House (56 Main St., MHC #133, 1909) i sequally "
conservativestylistically with it spedimented, front gable roof. Two
cross gables addt ot hevolume of the house andthesurface of t he
house demonstrates t he Queen Anne enphasis on surface variety with
shingles onthesecond story andclapboards onthefirst story.

Fluted posts support a porch with a pedimented entry. The chamfered

transverse bays have pendant ornaments on their projecting corners.
The Phoeni x Farm House (31 School St., ca. 1900) i sthelargest and ' NS
nost el aborate Queen Anne house i nthedistrict, Two- and- a- hal f V. *' *
stories inheight, it is front gabled with transverse gables adding to """
the conplexity of theplan and elevation. |In the gables of the house C

ar e sunburst ornaments, anda wraparound porch onturned posts has N

L > Queen Anne scroll cut balusters, all of which add to t he visual

interest of thesurface of thebuilding. Large windows indicate the 4
late date of t hehouse andonthestreet facade thelarge wi ndow with '
a transom i sparticularly late for thestyle. The house i sbhasically ' -t'
Greek cross i nplan with several rear ells. is'

Houses that arehybrids of Queen Anne andCol onial Revival style have
bal anced, nore nearly symmetrical fronts andclassical ornaments such
as Palladian wi ndows andcolums. Two wood frame houses of this type r
have Queen Anne cross andfront gables onhi proofs anda height of

t wo-and-a-half stories.

The John McHugh House (68 Main St., MHC #113, ca. 1900) bl ends

Colonial Revival and Queen Anne styles. | t hasa hipped roof with Lo-
front andside gables. |t i stwo-and-a-half stories i nheight and has
a pedimented porch entry with fluted colioms. A diamond pane stair

wi ndow i s also Colonial Revival, while thepedimented side gables with

chamfers andscrolled pendants ar e Queen Anne.

Colonial Revival Style
St. Joseph's Rectory (11School St., M #127, 1906) i snore clearly o
Colonial Revival i nstyle. 1 ti stwo-and-a-half stories i nheight,

has a ridge-hippedroof with front andside gables, anda centered
door beneath a Palladian w ndow.

(continued)
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The house known as t he Day Tenement (71Main St., M #114, ca. 1920)
i sa large Colonial Revival house with pyram dal hipped roof, front
and side gables and centered door. A full front porch i ssupported on

N colums and i stopped by a second story, smaller porch. I'tisa late
version of the style.

Craftsman Style . v ' ALAN

Several wood frame houses i ntheproposed district built between 1900
X and 1920 conmbine Colonial Revival features with Craftsman house

Ly designs. One of the houses is a story-and-a-half bungal ow, other

‘ houses have two stories. Characteristic of these houses are Doric
colums on deep porches, other classical ornaments, decorative muntin
patterns i nupper sash, centered dormers, and broad eaves with exposed
rafter ends. Front wi ndow and door arrangements are often
asymmetrical.

The Parsonage at 40 Mam Street (ML #142, ca. 1900) i sa Craftsman /
Colonial Revival four square with hipped roof and dormers. Two-and-a-
half stories i nheight i t has Queen Anne style cross-gabled bays and
ornament al wi ndows, and Colonial Revival fluted posts on t he gable
entry porch. Craftsman i sthesquare simplicity of themain block of
the house and t hewi de eaves overhang.

o\/

" The Charles J. Abbott House (6 Main St., ML #156, 1900) i s N
characteristically simple i nitsvolume and ornament. |t i sa
side-gabled slate roof house with centered door and hip-roofed dormer.
Vinyl sided, it has a gabled two story side bay, and a porch with
colum supports.

The Holy Trinity Rectory (73 Main St., ML #111, ca. 1920) conbi nes
the Craftsman preference for thefour square plan with deep eaves and
porch. Only two bays wide, thetwo-and-a-half story house has
Colonial Revival Palladian dormer wi ndows, together with thenore
contemporary three part windows which derive ultimately from early
skyscraper wi ndow designs.

The house at 14 Main Street (ca. 19200 i sthree bays wide, a four
square with Craftsman style wi de eaves overhang and exposed rafter

ends. Colonial Revival i nstyle aretheDoric colums on a deep
porch. I t has symmetrical, two story side bays and a rear ell.
Neo-col onial Style . . . N

The house at 26 Maple Street (ML #175, ca. 1930) i stheonly exanple
of theNeo-colonial gambrel roof style i nthedistrict from t he 1930s.
Two stories i nheight, i thas a ganmbrel roof, full shed roof dormers,
and a small entry portico. Rectangular i nplan, it has side ells
which ar e enclosed porches.

‘ : (continued)
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stylistically SimplifiedHouses * e ~ b

In thesouthern part of thedistrict area nunber of wood frame
vernacul ar houses without distinguishingstylistic features. Nearly
all with South Street addresses, these houses arelate 19t hand early
20th century buildings built by and for imm grant farm workers and

their families. I .

Two Maple Street (ML #165, ca. 1870) i sa two story, frame house with

a front gabled roof and two story porch screened i non the first

floor. Situated on therear part of itslot, theutilitarian house
V.. has asymmetrical fenestrationand i swithout ornament. A

At 6 South Street (ca. 1900) i sone of theonly double houses i n the

district. I t i sside gabled, has two side by side doors, and each

half of thehouse i stwo bays wide. Two stories high, it has a front

porch with Queen Anne turned posts as itsonly ornament.

Ei ght South Street (ca. 1900) i sasphalt shingle sided. 't isa side
gabled, two story house three bays wide. A small porch has Queen Anne
turned posts, again itsonly ornament.

Thirteen South Street (ca. 1900) i sequally simple i nform and style.
It i sa side gable, two bay house, two-and-a-half stories i nheight.
Vinyl sided it has a wrap porch with recent post supports.

Turned porch supports aretheonly Queen Anne feature of t hehouse at
27 South Street (ca. 1900). It i san end gable house, two-and-a-half
stories high, with a one story bay on thesouth facade.

Sixteen South Street (ca. 1920) i sa modified Bungal ow style house.
It i sone-and-a-half stories high, rectangular i nplan, and i s entered

through an enclosed porch. | t has a hipped roof with two jerkin head
gables, one at each end. Shingle sided, it has slightly battered
corners.

COMMERA AL BUI LDI NGS " o o

Surviving pre-1940 commercial structures i ntheproposed district are
small, one story buildings. I nadditiontothewing of 1 Main Street
(ML #158) that was built as a store, two other small store buildings
are located near theintersectionof Main and Maple Streets. One of
the buildings i spresently used as a workshop, while theother has
been converted into a residence. A cluster of shops at the
intersection of School and Main Streets currentlyproviding services
in thecenter of Hatfield arepost-1940 buildings.

(continued)
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Pete's Store (3 Main St., ML #157, ca. 1890) originally had a nore
Victorian appearance. Rectangular i nplan, thebrick, hip-roofed Nt e
building i sfour bays deep and i t swindows have segmentally arched "
lintels. An added brick front porch now screens theoriginal facade.

The store has been converted toa residence.

It appears that thefront-gabled frame shop at 2 Maple Street (ca. ,
1900) was originally oriented towards theintersection of Main and ' e
Mapl e streets, as are #3 Main and t he shop addition t o #1 Main Street.

At a later date a recessed entry and display wi ndows were added ont he
Mapl e Street facade and t heroof i none section of therectangul ar ot
plan building was raised toadmt l|arger garage doors. A squared off -
parapet was added totheMaple Street facade giving t hewhole an

asymmetrical, idiosyncratic appearance. ~

I ntheearly decades of thetwentieth century a concrete block nade at
Turner's Falls became available tobuilders i ntheregion. Sone

builders may even have produced their own as theblock making device ' w
becane avail able. The new bl ock was nmade with a variety of surfaces R
for arustic, ashlar stone appearance. The garage/ workshop (on south

side of | ot at 54 Main St.) originally a blacksmith shop, i sone of
two of these buildings nmade of this pressed concrete block i nthe

district. I ti sone story i nheight, rectangular i nplan and has a
front gable roof. The three bay facade has double garage doors and a ;.f

**stepped parapet gable. A . : -

QUTBUI LDI NGS ' - . : Y,

Wbod frame outbuildings arenumerous throughout theproposed historic .
district and represent several distinct functions: o - A '

Stock barns aregenerally two story, wood frame, gabled buildings with
separate entrances for farmers and vehicles. Mst consist of a wide

center aisle with a stable on one side beneath an extended roof, and a

hayl oft above. The one story stable portion of thebarn kept the

animals warm during thewinter and gave thebarns a distinctive v.-t.
elevation. This i sa building formparticular totheConnecticut

Valley. Stock barns areusually located near thehouse and are ;-
sometimes connected by a wal kway ell. The perpendicular orientation

of house and barn results i nthetraditional "dooryard" with access
fromtheroad. e such barn i sfound at 40 School Street (ML #123).

An exanple i nbetter condition i stheconmplex at 31 School Street

called Phoenix Farm As horses were phased out and tobacco growing

becane an i mportant activity, these barns were often convertedto

tobacco storage. These conversions areidentifiable by the hlnged

vertical siding on theframe of a stock barn.

Wagon barns are fewi nnunber and have often been convertedto
garages, harness and tackle shops, or equipment storage buildings, but

o '\ ' (conti nued) \
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are still identifiable i ntheir proximty tothe stock barns. They
are usually one to one-and-a-half stories i nheight, under a gable
roof and are large enough fornore than one wagon. Openings vary

wi dely but include one door wi de enough fora carriage or wagon. An
exanmpl e of this type of outbuilding i s found at 49 Main Street behind
t he house.

Ne'vk  Tobacco sheds are long, rectangul ar, one story, wood frame buildings
A with doors forvehicle access on each gable end. The interior framng
supported poles of tobacco hung forcuring. The vertical exterior

- AN sheathing on the side of the shed i s hinged and can be opened or
"V, closed tocontrol ventilation and humidity during the curing process.
Somre tobacco sheds have been covered with tar paper to increase the
: humi dity inside, accelerate the curing process and keep al I light from
entering the interior. These sheds were built or adapted specifically

for curing the candela |eaf which had to be cured i ntotal darkness.
Typically, the candela barn had a small portico entrance forthe
farmer to control light when entering the barn. Tobacco sheds or
barns were built on a 15 x 30' module called a bent or bin. The f
distance between bents i scalled a bay. Each bent was supported on
stone or concrete foundation block and the ni mber of bents, hence t he
length of the barn can be calculated by counting t he number of blocks
visible on itsside. Typically, a barn was 10 bays i nlength or 150'.
Barns which depart from the nodule often date from the hurricane of
1938 when they were re-built from salvaged materials of destroyed
barns. These barns are frequently i n14.5 rather than 15 bents and
28" wide. Roofs are slate, metal or shingles. Tobacco sheds are
usually clustered i na linear fashioni nthe m ddle of open fields for
convenient access. Others are located close to the tobacco shops
where they served as storage places. They are by farthenost visible
and characteristic outbuilding i ntheagricultural Iandscape of the
Connecticut Valley and there are a nunber of fine exanples i n
Hatfield. However, they are disappearing at therate of about tenper
year, as mpst are not i nactive use, not maintained and are
collapsing. End to end at 57 Main Street are two tobacco barns, one
with vertical exterior sheathing and the other with t ar paper. Ot her
examples i nrelatively good condition are found at 41, 30, 25, 15 and .
9 Main Street, and eight tobacco barns grouped together at the edge of
an expanse of fields can be seen at the south end of South Street,
five others at the end of Valley Street (Photo #7).

Fewer i nnionber, but equally as important outbuildings are the tobacco ,
shops. Built close to the farmhouses, early shops were only large
enough t o acconmodate the farmer, hi sworking famly nmenbers and a few
hel pers forthe winter process of sorting and grading the |eaves,
bundling them i n "hands" and packing them i nboxes. A good exanple of <
the early tobacco shop i s found at 30 Main Street, a small clapboard
structure with relatively large windows forletting i nnatural [light.

As the tobacco curing process changed from curing i nthe tobacco barns

(continued) ;-
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over six weeks in sunmer, a "normal" sweat, the shops changed as well
Wien "forced" sweating was introduced as an alternative process,
tobacco shops were built with a lower level for sorting and grading
often it by skylights on the north for indirect natural Ilight, and an
upper level for forced sweating in 95 degree temperatures in
insulated, steam heated rooms. Workshops had packing areas, |oading
docks and nearby storage for the wooden boxes which were assembled on
site. Boiler roons attached to the shop or up to 100' away fromi t
and housing the steamboilers for the sweat roons are part of the
compl ex. These larger workshops are barn-like in appearance, and in
several cases have gambrel roofs which my have been a response to the
need for greater storage space with good air circulation than the
traditional gable roof provided. The workshop at 11 Main Street, now
converted to a residence is a good example of this type of workshop

At least two stories beneath the gambrel roof, the shop has lateral

wi ndows, a double leaf vehicle entrance at one end and pedestrian
entrance at the side. A second exanple is found at 30 Main Street, a
two story, gable roof shop |large enough to acconmodate nmore workers,
built fairly close to the farmhouse, with a tobacco barn for storage
nearby.

ACR CULTURAL LAND .

The proposed Hatfield Center Historic District includes a section of
open fields which have been in continuous agricultural use since their
cultivation by Native Americans, and a nunber of large farm |ots
dating from the original 17th century allotments in the town center
which have historically, and in sone cases currently, are being used
for the growing of crops. O the district's total 465 acres, 285
acres (or 61%, remain inagricultural use

The largest agricultural area in the district is found at the southern
end of South Street and Valley Street and extends to the Connecticut

River on the south and east, to the Mill River on the west. The 1long
lots dividing the land are unfenced and otherwi se unbounded i n an area
where flooding would wash out any boundary markers. This is a

traditional practice on Connecticut River interval land and
contributes to the open landscape quality of the cooperatively tended
fields.

Several dirt lanes traverse the area connecting the outlying fields to
the tobacco barns which tend to be clustered near the north end of the
fields near roads to town. A continuous earthen dike approxi mately
thirty feet high extends from the end of one of these dirt roads,
known as the Great Neponset Road, at the river's edge, follows the
curve of the river up to 2000" from the water's edge to a point of
intersection with Bridge Lane on the north. For itslength across the
fields, the dike serves as a roadway. |t then continues beyond these
fields north along the water to a point east of Town Hall. It

(continued)
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functions as a nmeans of directing the spring freshets rather than
hol ding back the River from the |land and has been in place since the
193 0s when WA workers constructed it.

The lots along Maple Street from the Mill River to Main Street are by
and large limited to house lots today, but along both sides of Main
Street up to School Street a number of the homelots have been

mai ntained and are incultivation as market garden lots, hay, corn and
potato fields. Several large fields are inuse on the south side of
School Street inthe district, as well; and on the north side of

School Street at Smth Acadeny the lots are merged and in use as
playing fields which preserve the open space i fnot itsagricultural
use.

CEMETERY

Located i n the proposed district are two old burying grounds. The
earlier of the two is the First Burying Ground (ML #800) on the
corner of Elm and Prospect Streets on the west side of the Mill River
(MC #800) . Situatedon the top of a small grassy hill on a level
lot,i tis bordered by a nunber of mature deciduous trees. The

collection of head and foot stones which nunmber under 100 range in
date from the 1690s to a memorial mnonument from 1933. The majority
date from the 17th and 18th centuries and are oriented towards the
west . Their materials are red sandstone, slate, and |imestone.

Tabl et and tabernacle forms predomnate with a few obelisks and four
horizontal stones. The ornament includes death heads and soul
effigies, urns and weeping willows. The character of the lettering is
typical of 17th through the md-19th centuries, and the quality of the
stonecutting is very high. The burial ground is well tended, al |l the
stones are upright and stone deterioration is mnimal. There is a
smal | amount of |ichen on a few of the stones.

The second burial ground (MC #804) in the district is behind the
Congregational Church. Largely comprised of m d-to-late 19th century
monunents, the cemetery represents the nore spacious, park-like
cemetery of the later 19th century. A fence separates the flat
cemetery area from the adjacent farm fields and i tis planted with
weeping birch and evergreens for a picturesque setting. Rect angul ar
stone tablets with urn and willowcarvings are numerous, with
occasional obelisks and later markers m xed in. A large proportion of
the grave stones are marble and [imestone which is characteristic of
the period.

The diversity of resources inthe Hatfield Center district accurately
represents the forces that have maintained Hatfield as an active
agricultural community throughout it shistory. The density of
resources inthe village center reflects the prosperity brought about
by the rich alluvial soils of the floodplain and the traditional New

(continued)
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Engl and role of the village as t heseat of civic and religious

authority. A ,
NONCONTRI BUTI NG AND LGST HI STORIC BUI LD NGS ' e
The level of workmanship and maintenance i n the Hatfield Center n

Historic District i ssuch that there areonly twononcontributing
buildings which date within the district's period of significance.
e has been nmoved andconverted from commercial t oresidential use

(62 Main Street) and one has been altered numerous times (5Valley ,
Street). Theremaining of the noncontributing buildings date after
the 1940s. , . -

Hatfield has sustained the usual attrition of historic buildings as
early honmes andmeeting and school houses were replaced by | arger ones
in the 18th and 19th centuries. Several historic buildings have nore
recently been lost i nthe district. One is the original Smth Acadeny
Building which was located on Main Street on the site of the Smth
Acadeny Menorial Park. The Romanesque Revival building was demolished
as an unsafe building i n1980, andthe park was establishedt o
comrenorate i ti n 1982.

Anot her lost historic building is the third Meetinghouse constructed
in 1750 which served as a barn at 44 Main Street until i twas
destroyed by a storm i n1981. Ce

Less wel | docunmented are t helost tobacco barns. The hurricane of

193 8 bl ew down a | arge nunmber of them but rmany were reconstructed
reusing salvaged materials. Today these arethe most vulnerable of
Hatfield's buildings as many of them are unused and they ar e

collapsing at a rate of about ten per year. po-

Archaeol ogical Description . .

The Hatfield Center Historic District i slocated in an area where
prehistoric archaeological sites have been documented andwhere a high
potential exists for additional sites t obe found. At present, two
sites arerecorded i nthe district and 19 sites i nthe general area
(within onemile). A third site, 19-FR-12 abuts the proposed district
and may actually extend into it. Two of known sites withinthe
district arelocated on the Connecticut River floodplain betweent he
Mill River andthe Connecticut River. Thethird site i slocated on
the banks of the Mill River. Other known sites i n the general area
are located along the Mill River flood plain, north of the districti n
the vicinity of Cow Bridge Brook andonriverine terrace areas on t he
eastern side of the Connecticut River. .

, (continued)



NPS Fom, 10-900"1 ; L Pt frv OMB  Approval No.
[ .

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service v

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Hatfield Center Historic District
Section number 7 Page —2 Hatfield (Han”shire County)
Massachusetts

After the 1936 flood the remains of former campsites and or possible
burial ground were discovered in the southern portion of the district
known as I ndian Hollow or the South Meadow. This area was also
historically farmed by local Native Americans who retained the right
to cultivate this land after selling title to the land in 1657. The
recorded sites inthe district are located in this general locale.

The physical characteristics of the district are favorable for

prehistoric site locations. The Hatfield Center Historic District i
-j- located in the south eastern portion of the town lying on a wide

floodplain on the west bank of the Connecticut River. The proposed

" district is bounded primarily by the Connecticut River on the east and

south, the Mill River to the west and a portion of the Connecticut
River floodplain to the north where the southern extent of the
proposed Upper Main Street Historic District is found. Soils in the
district are predomi nantly well drained and the product of lacustrine
and alluvial origin, the residence of glarical Lake Hitchcock
Landfarms in the area are characterizedby flood plain terraces
recarved from glacial sediments by river meandering. G ven the high
range of ecological diversity within close proximty (rugged uplands

in the west to |ow and bogs and river channels eastward), this portion

of Hatfield would have been extremely attractive to Native people for
both settlement and resource gathering activities. Whi | e
comprehensive archaeol ogical surveys are lacking for the Hatfield
area, surveys inthe town of Hadley on the eastern side of the
Connecticut River, opposite Hatfield, can be used as a basis for
projecting site densities inthe Hatfield locale. In that study

Di ncauze (1978) identified 73 sites in that town with the highest site

densities inthe vicinity of Connecticut River tributaries. I'n
Hatfield this pattern my be repeated in the Center district area
where the Mill River and the Connecticut River meet. Recent
collections research in the general area (Johnson 1985) has added
considerable cultural and temporal specificity to known sites in the
Hatfield and Hadley locale. Collectionsresearch indicates that type
artifacts representativeof the Late Archaic and Whodl and,

particularly Late Wbodl and Periods are the nost frequently represented

on sites in the town. Sites belonging to the M ddle Archaic Period

,  have also been recorded. At least one systematic archaeol ogical study

has al so been conducted in the northern portion of Hatfield (Raber
1980, 1981) where test excavations at the Treatment Plant site
indicated a Wbodl and Period occupation containinga flexed human
burial. G ven known archaeol ogical informationand |ocational
characteristics for the area, the presence of prehistoric sites is
documented i n the district and high potential exists for additional
sites to be found.

. remains within the district. Originally settled in the winter of
1659- 1660 by Hadley residents who came from Hartfield, Wethersfield,

H (continued)

There is also a high potential for significant historic archaeologica
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and W ndsor, Connecticut, Hatfield has maintained thephysical
arrangement of thetown as laid out by theoriginal settlers i n 1661.
Structural remains should survive from 17t hcentury hones and
outbuildings as well as occupational related feature (trash pits,
privies, wells) nost of which were enclosed within a palisadef or
protection. The only survivingresource of Hatfield s 17thcentury
settlement i sthecemetery which dates tothe 1669 at t hecorner of
Elm and Prospect Streets. By 1668, 25 to0 28 famlies resided i n the
town. That nunber grew t o 30 families by 1670, 40 famlies by 1678,
and 57 famlies by 1682. Most of these early homes were laid out i na
linear fashio”i east west along the southern end of Main Street.
Common |ands for fairmng, animal grazing and general exploitation of
woodl and resources were |ocated north, south, and west ofthe
settlement. Most of theearly homes were enclosed i na log palisade
which originally extended from the49 Main Street area i nthenorth
south totheend of Main Street i nthearea of #12, at a distance of
200 feet from each side of thestreet. Structural remains includinga
builders trench and possible post holes should survive fromthe
palisade which included timber poles 10 t o 12 feet high set side by
side i ntheground. Archaeological survivals of a simlar palisade
from t he sanme period have been dociomented i nHadley (Reinke and Hood
1990). The palisade was extended during King Wlliams War i n ca.
1690 northward t o include newer buildings built tothe 103 Main Street
area beyond t henorthern boundary of thedistrict. All of the 17th
and early 18t hcentury structures within thepalisade have been |ost
through theyears by demolition or by fire. Many hones outside t he
palisade were burned during wars with Native Americans beginning i n

the 1670s. | nadditiontonunmerous residential hones and
outbuildings, archaeological survivals of several civic and religions
structures should also exist. Structural remains of thelst (1668),

2nd (1701), and 3rd (1750) meetinghouses may survive i nthe district
in themddle area of Main Street between Maple and School Streets.
Archaeol ogical survivals of a 1681 school house may also exist south of
the meetinghouse site on Main Street. Eighteenth and nineteenth
century farmhouses and outbuildings also likely to survive
archaeologically within thedistrict, however, many of these
structures arealso still extant i nthedistrict. Other important
civic structures which may survive archaeologically include the 1830
town hall at 43 Main Street, destroyed by fire, and a 1783 brick
school house also on Main Street. Archaeological survivals of several
18th century commercial enterprises whose exact |ocationsare
currently unknown may also survive within thedistrict includinga
finery, general store, linseed oilmill, blacksmth shop, and cider
mll alli noperation before 1740. I nthe 19t hand early 20th
century, agricultural growth i nHatfield i sresponsible for several
new types of potential archaeological resources which may survivei n
the district. The production of broomcorn i nthe 1790s resultedi n
wor kshops for broom manufacture constructed i nfarmhouses andi n
separate structures. Archaeological survivals may exist from these

(continued)
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shops which thrived through them d 19t hcentury. I n 1856 tobacco
production began i nHatfiled resulting i ntobacco sheds, barn, and
shops as a new resource type. While many of these structuresare
still extant, several should survive archaeologically. Tobacco barns
tend t obe clustered near thenorthern end of fields near roads to
town, tobacco shops were |ocated close to farmhouses. Mst of
Hatfield's French Canadian, Irish, German and Polish iitunigrants were
directly associated with specific aspects of thetown's agricultural
growth. As these groups canme toHatfield i nthe 19t hand early 20th
centuries boarding houses and rental units becanme common and are
probably present i nthe town's archaeological record. | n some
instances single fam |y hones were converted torental units. Some
areas of town were also associated with specific ethnic groups such as
Polish immgrants i nthe South Street area. Evi dence of each of these
characteristics likely survives i nthearchaeological record.

Archaeol ogical survivals may also exist relating toHatfield' s history
with slavery. Descendants of slaves freed i nthe 18t hcentury i n
Hatfield lived i nseveral small cabins on Maple Street west of Mll
Brook. Archaeological survivals of these cabins and related featureb
may survive i nthedistrict area.

(end)

8. STATEMENT COF SI GNI FI CANCE

The Hatfield Center Historic District represents thedevel opment of an
extended Connecticut Valley street village i nan agricultural setting
over thecourse of three centuries. The institutional buildings,
private residences, and agricultural buildings and fields retain their
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association and neet criteria A and C of the National
Register. The period of significancei sfrom 1669, when t he First
Burying Ground was established, totheearly 1940s when tobacco
production continued t odomnated thetown's econony.

While Hatfield i sgeographically distant from t he Connecticut Valley's
maj or markets, village residents have traditionally earned a
comfortable living as suppliers of livestock, dairy products, and
agricultural produce. The town's distance from principal
transportation corridors, large-scale manufacturing centers, and major
urban areas has helped protect thetown's agricultural land from

devel opment. The center of Hatfield i seast of thenore direct line
followed by railroads and hi ghways connecting thetrade centers of
Springfield, Northampton, and Greenfield. | naddition, the economc

success of itsfarmers i ngrowing tobacco (aslate as the 1960s),
onions, and potatoes has protected i t against thepressure felt

"o (continued)
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el sewhere i nthe region to divide agricultural land into residential
building lots.

Hatfield's ability to remain a small agricultural village, resisting
intensive devel opment, has meant preservation of the physica
arrangement of the town as laid out by English settlers in 1661. The
built environment has been equally important to the comunity.
Hatfield has consistently favored the preservation and adaptive reuse
of buildings erected initscenter, and for a number of reasons, when
educational and social institutions were established by residents,
they were often located i nnearby communities. The net effect has '
been Iimted change inthe village itself. The historical
significance of the community i s largely based on this continuous link
between the residents, their cultivation of the land, and building
preservation.

PLANTATI ON PER OD (1620-1675) . > 'S

The dom nant Native American figures inthis region in 1653, when a
comm ttee of English from Springfield got perm ssionto [ ay out two
plantations north of the South Hadley falls, were Unpachal a,

Chi ckwal | op and Quonquont. They were | eaders of the local people
known as Nonotucks who lived inthe area which becane Northampton

The Norwottucks lived inthe Hadley area and the Capawonks i n what was
to becone Hatfield. Al |l three native groups belonged to a larger
group called the Nipmucs located i nthe Connecticut Valley between
South Hadley Falls and what is known today as Moxont Sugarl oaf.

Three areas i n Hatfield are associatedwith the Nonotucks and one of
them falls within the district. West of the district they had a
fortified settlement on a |ow range of hills near today's Laurel Park.
North of the village they canped at an area beside the Connecti cut
River known as Red Rock where artifacts of their canmping have
occasionally been uncovered. The third area i s at the south end of
the district, the open agricultural land, where they grew corn.
Unpachal a retained the right to cultivate inthis area after selling
title to the land i n 1657, and it was |ong known as Indian Hollow. |t
i salso known fromthese early deeds that the Native Americans fished
farmed and hunted i nthe area, and continuedto do so for years until
King Phillip's War. After the flood of 1936, remains of former
campsites and perhaps a burial ground were discoveredinthe district
in the area of Indian Hollow on the south neadow.

In 1659 the first settlers to Hadley arrived and laid out the town on
the east side of the river. These settlers cane from Hartford,

Wet hersfield and W ndsor and nost were motivatedto nove for religious
reasons. Described as "strict Congregationalists" they differed with
their original parishes on baptism mnmenmbership and parish rights, and

U-o o o 2 V)00 ;o ... * -
i : . (continued) A |
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they won theright toresettle i nthenew plantations after a lengthy
dispute. . ...

During thefirst winter a fewfamilies lived i nHadley on t he east
side of theriver. By thesumer of 1660 a fewhad settled onthe
west side i nwhat was t o become Hatfield, but lots were not |laidout
until 1661. Wien they were |aid out they were i nmostly 8 acre
homel ots, sonme i n4 acres and extended east and west along t he
southern end of what i snow Main Street. GComon |ands were

established west of theMill River; i nthewods north ofthe
settlement where thecattle were grazed, timber cut and gane hunted,;
Nim and on t heneadow called t he Great Ponsett where crops were grown

.1 fields were nowed. This area was previously cleared by the Indians
A~ where Indian Hollow was |ocated, and extended south of Main Street to
the Connecticut River.

i The settlers followed theEnglish pattern of comon |and use and di d
not fence i ntheindividual shares of theland. However i n 1662 a
i, fence was laid out around t hemeadow t oprotect i t from grazing

SUAAY cattle. The pattern of common |and distribution without fencing i s
f still visible today.
Yot attield was lucky t ohave thefirst mill constructed on their side of
oo Opf *' t heriver when Thonmas Meekins, one of theoriginal settlers, built a
. corn mill on theMill River north of thesettlement. This mill served
the settlement on both sides on theriver, and i n1665 he added a
sawmi || which would have considerably eased t hework of building.

At this point settlers were keeping cattle, raising corn, cutting hay
and tradingwith theNative Americans for fish, furs, baskets and
gane. While residents on theeast side of theriver had t o cone

. across togrind their corn, residents on thewest side had t o cross
the river toattend services at t hemeetinghouse every week. The
hardship this posed | edt hewest side famlies topetition for their
own meetinghouse which was granted i n1670, and t hename Hatfield

\ , given tothenew parish.

To strengthen their case for independence they had put up a

meeti nghouse i n 1668, established a burying ground (ML #800, 1669)
and made arrangements with Harvard graduate Hope Atherton t o serve as
their pastor. Not far from thepresent one, thefirst meetinghouse
was i nthemddle of Main Street, was thirty feet square and had a
hipped roof. On theinterior i t had benches for seating, a pulpit on
the west and entry on t heeast. I n 1689 glass wi ndows and galleries
wer e added. For Rev. Atherton they constructed a house measuring 20
X 40' at t he expense of nore than 90 pounds. The earliest stones i n
the burying ground arethree which date from t he 1690s and include the
stone of Captain John Allis. The nost recent nonunent i sa

comrenor ative stone erected i n1933 tothenenory of John Cowl es. The

(continued)
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burial ground remained i nactive usetintil a second one was
established i n1849 behind thefourth meetinghouse on Main Street.
Today thefirst burying ground has some of thefines examples of late
17th through m d-19th century stones i ntheregion.

Thus ended t he Plantation Period: thewest bank conmunity of Hatfield
was trading i nfarm products with Springfield and Boston, had it s own
mlls, meetinghouse and burying ground; residents were raising corn .
and cattle and their houses were constructed on four toeight acre

homel ots along Main Street.

COLONIAL PERI D (1675-1775)

King Phillip's War i n1675 interruptedthis activity for the English
and contributed totheeventual removal of Unrpachala and his people
from t heregion altogether. The local Capawonks complaints were not
widely recorded but i t seens that t heEnglish interfered with their
hunting i nthewbods and restricted their practice of allowing
domestic animals free range because of thefence around Indian Hollow.

The Connecticut River valley, and Hanpshire County i nparticular, were
thesite of much of thefighting during thewar. Wen King Phillip's

group left Rhode Island they cane t ot heConnecticut Valley, shifting o
thefighting tothis region. | nabandoned after attacks by Canadi an '
Indians and by French Canadians. The Bay colony responded by sending "
groups of armed militia toprotect settlements under attack.

During King Phillip's War, the Capawonk Indians left Hatfield, the
Nonotucks left Northampton and t he Norwottucks left Hadley. Driven by
the conflict and loss of wilderness, all three groups joined forces
with King Phillip and with Indians from Canada.

A nunber of families from t hedestroyed settlements noved into
Hatfield which became t henorthernmost settlement, and as t he attacks
persisted, troops were garrisoned i nthevarious towns. Hatfield was
aprincipal one anbng them taking i nnew families and actually
continuing profitably tosupply food and housing totroops through t he
Revol ution.

The first conflict i nHatfield took place on May 30, 1676 when a group
of King Phillip"s Indians drove cattle and horses from Hatfields's
upper nmeadow. A militia includingnmen from Springfield, Hadley and
Hatfield retaliated by following themtotheir canp at Turner's Falls
where people were killed on both sides.

A second attack i nOctober of that year resulted i ntheloss of a
large nunber of cattle and prompted Hatfield tobuild a palisade
around nost of itssettlement with itsnorth boundary approximately at
49 Main Street, south totheend of Main Street at thelocation of

(continued)
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#12, and at a distance of about two hundred feet from each side of the
street. The palisades were constructed of timber poles, ten to twelve
feet high, set side by side. About the sane time a turret with a

wat cht ower was added to the meetinghouse.

The nost well known attack on Hatfield came on Septenmber 19, 1677 when
a group of about 26 native people from Canada canme down what i s now
School Street and attacked and burned the houses north of the
palisades, killing twelve, wounding four and taking seventeen
prisoners. Seven buildings were burned down. The Indians went next
to Greenfield where they once again attacked and burned hones and took
away prisoners. They canped for a while in Albany, then went to
Canada. Two Hatfield nmen, Benjamn Waite and Stephen Jennings, whose
wi ves and children were anong the captives, followed themto Canada
and were able to ransomtheir release in My of the following year.
They were met in upstate New York by a party of nmen from Hatfield who
hel ped the survivors get home. Two Hatfield children born during
captivity were Canada Waite and Captivity Jennings.

For the next eleven years there were no attacks on Hatfield; the town
grew and diversified. In 1668, before King Phillip's war, there had
been between twenty-five to twenty-eight families; in 1670 thirty.

Eight years later forty-eight famlies were taxed and in 1682 the
n\inber had risento fifty-seven families. Settlement began down Mil|
Lane which is now School Street and Maple Street which was known as

the road to Northampton. The town was |ed by five selectmen and
reflecting itsgrowth, a person was appointed as herdsman and one as \
shepherd.

A During this period rye was introduced as a crop, while winter and
* summrer wheat, peas and corn continued to be grown. Cattle herds
increased;, sheep and pigs were introduced.

Sone of the rye went to Sanuel Partridge who was |icensed to sell
NOXER liquor in 1678 and |ater established a distillery in town. H and his
fam |y had nmoved to Hatfield from Hadley, and Partridge was to becone

. one of the influential men known as "river gods" over the next six , >
decades. H had a reputation in the port of Boston as a powerful

entrepreneur and as an important force in Valley politics. Local ly,

[\ Partridge held town offices and kept town records from 1688. Hi s
descendants continued in importance in the town for several <
generations. A
School s were held nost of the tine after 1678 and the town built a
school house in 1681 south of the meetinghouse on Main Street. The o

: town paid 13 of the cost and families paid the balance of the cost of
A their schooling, and supplied wood for heating the school house and a
nunmber did, which was unusual for the time. The first teacher in j*
o\ Hatfield was Dr. Thomas Hastings who doixbled as physician and teacher, ,

A \ (conti nued)
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and was succeeded by his son who took over shortly after 1700.

In 1688 fighting with the Native Americans i n the region began again
in a series of encounters which were known collectively as King
Williams War from 1688 to 1698 and as Queen Anne's War from 1703 to
1713.  While none of the fighting took place i nHatfield, Benjamn
Waite was killed i ndefense of Deerfield i nthe massacre of 1704.

Hatfield had proportionally lost the largest ntimber of people and

property i n Hampshire County during King Phillip's war and renewal of . ; -
fighting inthe region ledthe town to protect itself further by

extending the palisade in 1690 to include new buildings which had been
built. | t was extended north approximatelyto 103 Main Street (beyond

the district).

In an effort to avoid hostilities, Hampshire County prohibited trade
with the Indians, forbade selling them alcohol, and townsmen who had

given Niprmucs guns to defend themselves, tried toretrieve them

Skirm shes with the Indians continued until 1725 when a treaty was

signed i nBoston. ne Hatfield man (Waite) was killed and

approximately five nmore buildings lost, but this phase of the war was

less costly to the town and, i n fact, the provisioning of troops and >
their horses was an economc boost as the expenses were balancedof f
against taxes.

Paper currency was introduced i n 1695 but the town allowed its taxes 4
to be paid by its cash poor citizens ingrain, and each year the town
meeting established values on rye, wheat and corn for this purpose.

The meetinghouse was outgrown by 1699 and the second meetinghouse was

in place on the same site in 1701. |t sdimensions are recorded as

being forty-five feet square, and there were gable dormers on each

side of the roof, galleries on three sides, and benches on the floor.
Structural menmbers fromthe first meetinghouse were reused inthe ,
second. - X

By 1750 Hatfield had becone a nore prosperous place. The colony was
improving roads to Boston along the ol d Bay Paths and farmers were
getting good prices for their livestock, produce, wool and flax in
Springfield and Boston. Samuel Partridge added a tannery and a

general store to his activities; a linseed oil mill was established by .
oMV John Fitch in 1737, a blacksmith shop was built by Joseph Smth, and a
*'cider mill was i noperation by 1736.

Reflecting the growth and increasing prosperity of the town, a third
* meeti nghouse was constructed i n 1750, its dimensions being 56' x 45'.

It had a tower as well as a spire, galleries and square backed pews. % .
.. Once again red oak beanms fromthe second meetinghouse were used in LN

« ¢ construction of the third. | twas located just south of the second =« . .

f Ki " (conti nued)
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meeti nghouse i nthemi ddle of Main Street, and heat was eventually
introduced tothedisapproval of some i nt hetown. '

Hatfield was thehone t oseveral famlies which were t obe benefactors
to theValley. One of these was theWIlliams famly which arrivedi n
Hatfield i n1686. Rev. WilliamWIIliams was pastor for fifty-five
years and becane an influential figure beyond t heparish. Hisson

Captain EphraimWIlliams was a sailor, traveller and finally military
| eader, dying i n1755 i na battle with t he Mohawks defending Fort
Massachusetts. Hi swill contained a bequest for thepurchase of |and
for what was t o become Wlliams College. This i sthefirst of a

nunber of educational institutions tobe establishedby Hatfield
residents.

There was also slavery in Hatfield. Massachusetts banned slavery in

1781, but Lieutenant Billings who owned sl aves had already freed his ‘ \
and had given them sone land to farm Descendants of these sl aves "
were docunmented in the decennial censuses and were still living in

town as late as 1910 in several small cabins on Maple Street west of
M 11 Brook. .

Hatfield came to the eve of the Revolution as a Loyalist town voting A>fi
it ssupport of thecrown i n1768. Over thenext fewyears however, | » 2
under t heguidance of Rev. Joseph Lyman, sentiment changed anong nost toe¥
of  thetownspeople. Opposition was not weak. Col . Israel WIIliams

known as "ye Monarch of Hanpshire" and "Lord of theValley" was a firm
Tory and gained his influence i nlarge part by his military |eadership
during theFrench and I ndian Wars as commander of al | t hewestern -
troops. He and his son were known t o be supporting theBritish and

even passing informationt o Governor Gage and quietly enlisting

soldiers once t hewar began. After ignoring warnings from thetowni n

the form of a "smoking", they were placed under arrest i nl1777, but
forgiven three years later and their rights restored.

FEDERAL PERI CD (1775-1830)

Approximately 124 men from Hatfield served i nthewar. Once again
Hatfield loyally provided food for troops, and now was particularly

i mportant for itsbeef. A commssary officer was stationed by General
Washington i nHatfield for much of thewar, and officers were housed
at theHtibbard Inn. Cne soldier Henry Wilkie, a Hessian who had
served under Burgoyne, was brought toHatfield as a prisoner of war
and later settled as itsfirst non-Anglo resident. '

The end of t hewar was a period of economi c hardship as theregion was
being heavily taxed t osupport thenew government, yet was struggling
to regainitslocal econom c balance as well. Wth no Constitutioni n
place, and currency i nvery short supply, farmers rose i nprotest when
the courts began t otake away their land for debts. Hatfield wasthe

(continued)
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location for a series of conventions between 1782 and 1787 i nwhat
became known as "Shays' Rebellion". The [ist of grievances which
representatives of fifty towns produced at one Hatfield meetingi n
1786 was an influence for change i npost-war government, making clear
the need for a strong central government. The violence associated
with theprotests when groups attempted t o shut down thecourts got
out of hand however, and Hatfield's support was reversed i n1787 after
a meeting at thehouse of Samuel Dickinson.

After these years of intense participation i ntheRevolution andits
aftermath, thepeople of Hatfield turned back totheir work with
certain diligence. Rev. Lyman turned his attentiont o education,
among other things, advocating equal schooling for girls. A new brick
school house was built on Main Street i n1783; "dane schools" had been
operating i nprivate schools for nmany years, but thetown schools were
formally opened for girls beginning i n 1796.

The population rose from 582 i n1776, to 703 i n1790, and 809 i n 1800;
and between 1790 and 1800 twenty-three new houses were put up.

Fattening cattle becane one of thetown's principal economc
activities, but raising pigs and sheep which were fattened ont he

locally grown corn was also important. One of thefarmers who was

most successful fattening cattle was Oliver Smth. Next i nthe line
of Hatfield s philanthropists. Smth was a surveyor, Iland speculator,
sheriff, town treasurer and clerk for fifty-three years. He invested

his profits on Wall Street and at hi sdeath i n1845 |eft an estate of
$370, 000, stipulating that $200,000, called theSmth Charities, be
allowed t odouble and then be used t obuy land for a school which
becane t he Smith Agricultural School i nNorthanmpton. Another part of
the nmoney was t o send blacks tolLiberiafor resettlement andt he

| argest amount was t o be used t o support wi dows andchildren.

So intent were thepeople of Hatfield i ntheir work that they went
from active revolutionaries and Shays-ites tothis descriptioni nl1l797
by Timothy Dwight i nhis Travels i nNew England and New York,

X "The inhabitants have been for a long period conspicuousfor
uniformity of character. They have less intercourse with their
nei ghbors than those of nost other places.

*

y An air of silence and retirement appears everywhere. Except
travellers, fewpersons are seen abroad, besides those who are
empl oyed about their daily business. This seclusion renders
them | ess agreeable t ostrangers: but certainly contributesto
their prosperity. Accordingly fewframng towns are equally
distinguished either for their prosperity or their
thrift....The People of Hatfield ar e good farmers. Their tote!

(continued)
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fields are cultivated and their cattle fattened ina superior
manner."  ((guoted i n Wells, p. 202-203.)

Cultivation of broom corn began i n nearby Hadley in the 1790s. |t was
taken up by Hatfield farmer Simeon Smth in 1815 and quickly becane a
maj or crop with workshops constructed on farmsteads to produce broons
over the winter months. U to a thousand acres were devoted to broom
corn at i tsheight of production between 1826 and the 1860s.

In 1829 the town and the parish were separated and in the following
year the first town hall was built adjacent to today's Congregational
Chur ch.

At the close of the Federal Period Hatfield had recovered from it s war
debts. Town center was still removed from the main transportation
routes, but i thad diversified itseconony to include broom corn
production and had improved education, had a library, post office,
town hall and several stores. Although the parish and town were
separated, the moral influence Rev. Lyman exerted was town wide, and
parish menbers' philanthropywas to continue.

EARLY | NDUSTRI AL PERI CD (1830-1870)

Ent husiasm for the future which characterizes the early industrial
period in Hatfield shows up at first ina search for nore profitable
farm products. Sometimes the enthusiasm i s described as "crazes" and,
indeed, a nunber of early ventures were wildly popular and then
dropped. Producing teasels in the 1830s was one of these. Teasel s
were burr like plants harvested and used as hooks for finishing wool
cloth. Raising silkworms was the next venture and mul berry trees
appeared around Hatfield but were given up by the 1840s. Broom corn
continued however, and production of brooms was responsible for a

| arge change in the town as French Canadians arrived in town as broom
tyers from 1848 on. I n 1837 broom corn production earned $28,600 and
in 1845 the broons and brushes produced were alone worth $40, 950.

Railroads opened up new markets to Hatfield, but their expansion west
brought new states and territories into competitionwith Hatfield too.
Broom corn production began declining due to western competition, and
by the Civil War i twas essentially over.

b Tobacco growing on a commercial scale was introduced i n Whately in
1843, and i n 1856 Janes Morton (72 Main St. ML #112) and William H
Di ckinson began growing i ton a commercial basis in Hatfield. Farmers
made a quick switch from broom corn to tobacco and by 1865 Hatfield
was the largest producer inthe valley. Typical of the fanners is
Erastus Cow es who made the switch and was taxed in 1861 for 7,000
pounds of tobacco and 5,000 pounds of broomcorn. Another |arge
producer was Elijah Hubbard with 13,000 pounds in 1861 (40 School St.,

(continued)
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MLC #123, ca. 1840) (Photo #6). Workshops and tobacco barns were
built at 30 Main St. (ca. 1850) and 57 Main St. (ca. 1870).

Irish and Gearman settlement began around 1845. Irish |aborers had
been brought tothearea towork on construction of the Connecticut
River Railroad which was built between Northampton and Greenfield
1845-1848. Once their work on therailroad had been completed, a
number of thelrish remained i nHatfield, turning to agriculture.
Fewer i nnumber, the German i mmi grants also worked on farms as

| aborers.

Hatfield accommodated t henew residents as boarders at first, andi t

, was not until theturn-of-the-century that they bought and built their

o o, own hones. There was at |least one multifamilyhouse i nthe district
for farm workers at 2 Maple Street (MAC #165, ca. 1870).

There were a nunber of building changes i nthedistrict duringthe
early industrial period. 1 n1849 thethird meetinghouse was renoved
fromthe center of Main Street, and a new one erected at the side of
the street (41 Main St., MHC #141, 1849) (Photo #3). The third
meeti nghouse was noved t ot heproperty of Elijah Bardwell (44 Main
St., ML #140) where i t stood i nuse as barn until i twas blown down
A i na storm i n1981. Three years after thefourth meetinghouse was
constructed, a new parsonage was added (45 Main St., ML #137, 1852).

| mmi grants brought with themreligions new t oHatfield. I nthe 1840s

the Methodists held their services i nthetown hall, but did not
organize a church. The Catholics went tochurch i nNorthampton.

A new town hall replacing the 1830 buildingwas built beside the
meetinghouse i n1852. |t was a Greek Revival structure and stood

until a fire i n1929. At thesane time theold meetinghouse was taken

down from t hestreet, the 1800 brick school south of i t was also
renmoved, and three new wood frame structures were built i ncentral
nei ghborhoods t oreplace it.

M Hatfield was strongly Abolitionist i ntheCivil Wr. Statistics very
V'« among historians, but approximately one hundred and forty-six men went

* from thetown and twenty-four were killed. As hi spredecessor Rev.
. Lyman was influential during theRevolutionary War, Rev. John Greene
pastor from 1857 was responsible, i nlarge part, for thetown's

response tothemoral issues raised by theWar. Support was so strong
for abolition of slavery that volunteers nade up t hequotas until 1862

when a draft seened necessary. A contemporary account of thetown
meeting called tonmeet thequota described thefervor with whichthe
town voted t oprovide $100 per volunteer and how sixteen nen

| volunteered.

o V- [? e
' . SFfy*rn (continued)
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Support also took the formof giving shelter to runaway slaves. Local

accounts state that a station on the underground railway was in

Hatfield at the honme of Charles Morris Billings (29 Main St., MLC
y~-Hi: #146, 1831) (Photo #3).

Ent husiasm for the future that |l ed to new agricultural ventures, to a

, new town hall and several schools, also swept the community in its
interest inthe Lyceum system  The Lyceumwas essentially an adult
education program whereby outside speakers and local townspeople "

o Y prepared topics for discussion and debate. Lyceuns were held in each
school district periodically between 1830 and 1860. Singing schools
also sprang up and were popular inHatfield. They nay have been give
a boost when Jenny Lind canme to Hatfield on her honeynoon and sang for
residents in 1852.

LATE | NDUSTRI AL PERI CD (1870-1915)

Hatfield' s econonmy was dom nated by tobacco growing throughout the
late industrial period. Productionduring the early industrial period

concentrated on filler tobacco and the inner |eaf around it, which is
called the binder. During this later period farmers shifted to
growing the outer leaf which is the wrapper. Larger workshops were ¢
built (11 Main St., ca. 1850-1870) and |arge numbers of tobacco barns
were constructed (Lots 130, 131, 128, 157, 155 along South Street
extension, ca. 1900) . Tobacco was grown in six segnments with six

weeks devoted to raising seedlings fromseeds in flats, six weeks in
the field, and heat cured for six weeks i nthe tobacco barns. From
the barns i twas taken to storage and by Decenber 1st winter
processing began i n the shops. There workers inhumd roons sorted,
graded and packed the leaves i n bales or wooden cases which weighed
about 340 pounds for the higher grades and about 280 pounds for the .
shorter |leaves. Webster & Webster, a local conpany, produced the
cases i nwhich the tobacco was then shipped fromthe West Hatfield
railroad station. By 1905 i twas estimated that 1400 acres in
Hatfield were devoted to tobacco and five hundred nmore i n 1910.

e of the first tobacco conpanies intown was the Meyer and Mendel son
Company whi ch was doing business by the 1890s. Other |arge conpanies
were to join them Bayuk Cigar Conpany, Philly's Cigar Conpany,

| mperial, General, and Consolidated. Each conpany contracted with
individual farmers whose tobacco barns were nunmbered and |abelled with
the conmpany name. (Tobacco sheds on lots 123, 57, 128 Valley and South
Sts. , ca. 1900) Y o !

Onion cultivation was the second nost important activity for farmers
during the late industrial period. Eleven hundred acres was farmed A
for onions i n 1905. None of the outbuildings associatedwith onion
production i s found within the District.

(continued)
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Livestock raising declined after 1880 as nmore and nore |and was
devoted t o tobacco and onions. Horse breeding becane important
bet ween 1860 and 1910 as Willim Dickinson and Alfred Graves began
breeding fine driving horses.

W thout thelarge Polish immigration which began i nt he 1890s, local
farmers would not have been able t o expand as they did. |mmgrants
from Pol and and Czechosl ovakia began arriving i nsignificant nunbers
around 1900. Their arrival coincided with theflourishing of tobacco
farmng and their farmi ng experience contributed tothe industry
greatly. The niinmbers of Polish soon surpassed other immi grants. I n
1900 there were 600 Poles, and 500 French Canadians, Irish and Germans
together. Bohem an, Slovak, and Lithuanian famlies began arriving as
well, and Hatfield had thehighest imm grant population i nHampshire
county i n1915. Sone families were housed i nexisting homes converted
torental housing (12 Maple St., ML #170, ca. 1890). Exanples of the -
/ houses they built arefound i ntheDistrict (71Main St., ML #114,

A ca. 1920) and nost arelocated i nthe South Street area (24 SouthSt.,
3v #161, ca. 1908).
When a sufficient niimber was present. Catholics shifted fromSt.
\V/ Mary's church i nNorthampton t omeeting i nthe Smth Acadeny Hall i n
ALox ! 1879. By 1892 they were able tobuild their own church and a rectory

- soon after (15 and 11 School St., ML #s 126, 127, 1892 and 1907)
(Photo #5). The Lutherans formed their religious congregation i n
1907, renting theWst Hatfield Chapel i nWest Hatfield for their
services. They later bought thechapel and a splinter group of
Lut herans constructed St. John's Lutheran Church i n 1923 (53 MainSt .,
MHC #134).

AN Adult immigrants met at t he School Street school for night classesi n
- "W English and culture, and here i ntheDepression thedistribution of
mlk to first and second graders was begun in 1932 earning the school

its local nanme, "M I kman School". Together with the nearby Smith
Ayan Acadeny, the schools were at the center of both social and
intellectual activity i nthedistrict. By 1914 Center School was also

J+ opened t oeducate thegrowi ng ntunber of young people i ntown (58 Main
St. , MLC #131, 1914) . ,

Following thelead of Ephraim Wlliams and Oliver Smth, Hatfield
residents continuedtogive bequests for education, religious and

social institutions. They guidance of Congregational Church ministers
was key i nthechoices nmade by both Sophia Smth and Caleb Cool ey
Dickinson. Sophia Smth inherited noney fromher brother Austin Smth
and Dr. John M Greene pastor of thechurch between 1857 and 1868 was -
instrumental i nher decision touse part of her fortune toestablish
Smith College i nNorthampton, Smith Acaderry | nHatfield (seeMip #22,
Smith Acadeny Memorial Park) and t o nake g| ts totheHatfield library
and Andover Theol ogical Sem nary. Smith first lived at 22 Main Street

(continued)
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(ML #151, ca. 1820) and later wastohbuild the "newSophia Smth
House' at 26 Main Street (MHC#149, 1867) (Photo#2).

Cal eb Cool ey Dickinson a successful farmer at hi sdeath i n 1882 left
his fortune toestablish theCooley Dickinson Hospital i nNorthanpton.

Sanmuel Huntington Dickinson (54 Main St., MH #135, ca. 1792) was a
farmer who invested i nWall Street and left a large fortune to the
American Bible Society, toamissionary society and before hi s death
$14,000 for Dickinson Memorial Hall which i sat 39 Main Street (ML
#143, 1894). MNowthetown library and nuseum Menmorial Hall for many
years held thetown offices aswell asthelibrary (Photo #3). Four
cannons ondisplay i nfront of Memorial Hall are four of the seven
remaining i ntheUnited States from t hetwo hundred produced during
the Civil War.

Town amenities began appearing during thelate Industrial Period.
Setting thestage wastheVillage Inprovement Society which begani n
,. - 1885 planting trees, removing fences and paving streets. Street
lighting began i n1890, and i n1899 t hefirst electric railwaywas
opened t o connect Amherst, Hadley, Northampton and Hatfield. The
trolley system i n1901 carriedmail eighty-sixmles a day as the
first long distance trolley mail service i nWestern New England.
Service was extended to Greenfield along Maple and Main Streets i n
1903 (Photos #2 & #4). Public sewers were installed thefollowing
year and a dike wasbuilt from Main Street totheriver onalot given
A by S H Dickinson tocontrol spring flooding. 1 n 1906 telephone
ff.  service came toHatfield. Thecentral office wasi nthehone of BEma
. Webber which was at 41Main Street but t hehouse was |ater noved t o 62
Main Street. Famly nmenbers served as operators.

X EARLY MIDERN PERI CD (1915-1940)

During theFirst World WAr one hundred and four Hatfield nmenand one

woman served. The war coincided with Hatfield's peak years growing
[ t obacco and onions. I n1910 i t was estimated that over 1,500 acres
were devoted t otobacco and 500-600 carloads of onions were shipped '
A\ annually. Wth somany residents away i nthemilitary, Hatfield
" ' called onthewonmen of Smith College tohelp i nthetobacco harvest.
\y'\ After World War | tractors were introduced and production was further
‘Arny o improved, but gradually competition from thewestern states, a

scarcity of labor, and high wages | edt o a decline i nonion
production. cropping was fairly common i ntown and | aborers were
sometimes pai

eets (24 South St. MHC #161, ca. 1908) (14 South,
., ca. 1919).

(continued)

and which was increasingly divided along Maple and -4°



NPS Form 10-90a« OMS Approval No. 102*001$
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Hatfield Center Historic District

Section number Page Hatfield (Heunpshire County)
Massachusetts

Large tobacco conmpanies cane toHatfield toexploit the tobacco
industry. Their presence and domination | ed a nunmber of farmers t o
shift topotato growing, and gradually as tobacco production beganto
wax and wane nore acreage was devoted t ovegetable cultivation.
Tobacco continued t obe thenost important crop, however, and busses
of workers were daily shuttled between nearby cities and Hatfield to
the fields and shops. There were interruptions i n 1927 and 1936 when
devastation floods buried fields i nsilt, and once again i n1938 when
a hurricane levelled tobacco sheds and flooded fields.

Flooding of thelowland i nthedistrict was addressed duringthe
Depression when VWA workers from Hatfield built thedike which borders
the river and controls thebackwater each spring. Wthout it, the
Connecticut River would be inclined topass through Town Hall and nove
down Main Street.

Trolleys were abandoned i n1924 t obe replaced i nthe 1930s with
busses for public transportation and by cars which used the inmproved
Routes 5 and 10 west of thetown center. Decline i npopul ati onshows
up after 1925 and there was little residential construction i n the
town center. A new Town Hall and town garages (59 Main St., ML #130,
19300 were themajor change i nthedistrict at this point.

RECENT H STCRY ( SI NCE 1940)

At theoutset of World War | | shade tobacco cultivation was introduced
in Hatfield toduplicate theconstant heat conditions of tobacco grown
n in Sumatra. Fields were draped under translucent material which was
supported on | ow frameworks. Better suited tomediiim Iight soil
conditions shade tobacco brought nore acreage under cultivationin
Hatfield. The two varieties together occupied up t o 3,000 acres.

Tobacco continued t o be a major crop through t he 1950s, then beganto
decline. During the 1960s there was a resurgence when Castro took
over Cuba and trade with that country i ncigar wrappers ceased.
Eighty-five percent of thecigar industry's outside wrappers had cone
from Havana and t he |l arge conpanies i nHatfield such as Bayuk Cigar

stepped i ntofill thegap with candela, a green |eaf tobacco.
Candela had t o be cured i ncomplete darkness for three days, and kept
in thedark while i twas being stored and handled as well. Tobacco
sheds were altered by covering them i ntar paper tokeep al | |ight

fromtheleaves (57 Main St.). Today there i sone tobacco conmpanyi n
Hatfield which stores and processes i tonly. Several individual
farmers continue t ogrow tobacco outdoors.

The current agricultural focus i nthetown i son dairy products and
continued commercial production of potatoes, corn, and truck crops,
especially cuctimbers and strawberries. O thedistrict's total 465
acres, 285 acres (or61%, remain i nagricultural use, reflectingthe

(continued)
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strong role agriculture continues toplay within the district.

Finally, i ndescribing thehistorical significanceof thetown it i s
i mportant tonote that of thesix original famlies who settledi n
1661, there ar e descendants of four of them the Belding/Belden
famly, theBillings, Dickinson and Smth families still livingin
Hatfield today. -

Archaeol ogical Significance .

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement i nHatfield are poorly
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Several
prehistoric sites have been recorded i nHatfield, however, thelack of
systematic site exam nations and conmprehensive town with surveys has
resulted i nlittle detailedinformation for thearea. Because t he
town has remained primarily a farmng community and resistedintensive
devel opment i t i shighly likely that significant prehistoric

archaeol ogical sites survive. Regional information indicates that
surviving sites may date from t he Palioindian (10,000-12,000 BD)
Period t oNative contract with Europeans i nthel17thcentury. Sites
dating from theM ddle Archaic through Late Wbodl and Periods have been
physically documented i nthetown. These sites may provide a basis
for reconstructing both environmental change within the m d-
Connecticut River Valley and t heprocess of cultural adjustment as
native people adopted their settlement and subsistence strategiesi n
response t othat change. Archaeological data and secondary sources
indicate that Native American resources exists i nthedistrict areas
of Indian Hollow, Great Ponsett or the South Meadow and that these
areas were previously cleared by Native Americans for farmng.
Archaeol ogical survivals i nthese areas can help toclarify the

i mportance of this area relative t oother Native Settlements andor
areas elsewhere along the Connecticut River.

Historic archaeological remains described above have thepotential to
provide detailedinformation on settlement, economc and cultural
changes which occurred i na town which was able toremain a small
agricultural village, resist intensive development and preserve the
physical linear arrangement of thetown as laid out by the original
English settlers i n1661. \While several buildings fromHatfield"'s
18th and 19t hsettlement remain extant, themajority of resources from
the town's 17t hand 18t hcentury devel opment ar e archaeol ogical.
Hatfield like itsparent settlement of Hadley on t hewest bank ofthe
Connecticut River i ssignificant for retaining nmuch of its 17th
century linear town plan. While rmuch of that plan survives i n the
existing system of streets and | ot lines, archaeological survey and
testing would verify and refine our know edge significantly by
documenting thelocation and plan of 17t hcentury buildings as well as
the configurationof structures and buildings within thelot. Wile
sonme disturbance of thel7thand 18th-century conponents has

(continued)
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undoubtedly occurred as a result of later 18th, 19th, and20th-century
devel opment, thepotential for significant survivals i sextremely
high. By documenting theoriginal plan of thetown and the initial
phases of it sevolution, archaeological investigation would provide an
appropriate introductory framework for interpreting the better
doc\anented buildings and sites which date fromthe 18t hcentury.

Archaeol ogical remains also have a high potential for helping to
document t hepattern of conmunity devel opment and econom c change.
While a great percentage of buildings fromthis period remains i n the
ground. Archaeological investigation would assist i ndocumenting the
ongoing physical evolution of farm conplexes (especially i nresponse
to changing agricultural practices and products). Few of the small
manufacturing or commercial facilities which characterized this period
have survived above ground; these could be documented
archaeologically. Occupation related features (trash pits, privies,
wells), arealso likely around many of t hestanding buildings.

Careful sampling and analysis of these features can assist i n
detailing changing economc conditions, shifts i nethnicity, and other
significant aspects of Hatfield' s 19th-century devel opment. e -

Occupational related features can provide detailed information onthe
inhabitants of specific residences and, when sanpled as a group, on
specific areas of town. During the 19thand 20th centuries |Irish,

. '\..K-  French-Canadi an and Polish imm grants noved t oHatfield frequently *
< * o settling i nparticular areas of town. For example, late 19t ht o 20th A
century Polish inmigrants established many farns along South Street.

N Anal ysis of occupational related features in these ethnic enclaves of

town can hel p doc\iment how these groups adapted tothearea and how

they differed or conpared to nore traditional inhabitants of English
decent. Cccupational related features can al so hel p doc\inent o N
i ndustrial growth or manufacturing. Broom manufacture, which .
RAVARA developed i nthelate 18t hcentury and peaked i ntheearly 19th

century and |l ater tobacco processingi nthem d 19t hcentury both ..
probably devel oped as a Cottage industries.

Occupational related features at residences and farmsteads where these 1™*2
[ "» activities took place can provide details relating tothetechnol ogy -
| . of broom manufacture tobacco processing materials used i nthose
j-* trades. This analysis can also provide details on therelationship of
specific ethnic groups totrades like broom manufacture and, therole
that trade played i ntheacculturation process of certain ethnic
\ vt groups. The French-Canadians were thesocial group chiefly enployed
in broom manufacture i ntheHatfield Center locale.

Historic archaeological remains i nHatfield can also contribute toa
hetter understanding of thelives of slaves i nNew England towns
including how t helives of former slaves changed after emancipation
and possibly why they chose toremain i nHatfield.

(end)
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10. CECGRAPHI CAL DATA

UM References (cont,

5. 18 696180 4691340
6. 18 697060 4692400
7. 18 697010 4693160

Verbal Boundary Description

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

The Hatfield Center Historic District i sbounded on t heeast and south

by theshore of theConnecticut River. I t i sbounded on t hewest by
the Mill River with one exception. At thesouth side of Maple Street,
the boundary turns west t oenclose theFirst Burying Ground (Mp 12-
97, MHC #800) excluding thetriangular piece of land i n the

intersection of Prospect and Elm Streets. The boundary then continues

to followtheeast side of theMi |l River tothesouth west corner of
lot 16 on map 12 where i t follows thewestern [ ot line north to School
Street. The boundary then crosses School Street and followsthe

western |l ot line of | ot 55 and therear ot |ines of theproperties

on thenorth side of School Street and t hewest side of Main Street to

the southern side of Day Street. The boundary then follows the south
side of Day Street and crosses Main Street i nan easternly direction
to thestaringpoint on theConnecticut River. (See attached naps)

Boundary Justification

The botmdaries of theHatfield Center Historic District were drawnto
include theoriginal allotments of 1661 along Main Street, the land

subsequently allotted i nthel7thcentury along Maple Street including
the first burial ground laid out i n1669. The Connecticut River forms

the traditional and actual village boundaries on t heeast and south
and theMill River encloses thehighest concentration of buildings
associated with thevillage i nthel7thand 18t hcenturies, as well
common | and set out i ntheoriginal allotment which went on t o have
i mportance tothetown as agricultural land well into the 20th
century. The northern boundary was set at Day Street toincludethe

| argest concentration of thevillage buildings from the 18thand first
half of the 19t hcenturies. |t includes thearea on Main Street which

is traditionally associated with thetown center.

(end)
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house

(Heunpshire County),

Revi val

Hi storic District
Massachusetts
Dat a Sheet

Dat e Style

20th c.

ca. 1790 Federal

ca. 1900 Queen Anne

20th c.

ca. 1960

ca. 1896 Queen Anne

ca. 1841 Greek Revival

19th c.

20th c.

ca. 1960

ca. 1970 Ranch

1893 Queen Anne

19th c.

ca. 1810 Federal/G R

20th c.

ca. 1980

ca. 1830 Greek Revival

19th c.

ca. 1920

ca. 1900

ca. 1870

ca. 1890 Queen Anne

ca. 1900 Colonial

ca. 1930

ca. 1980

ca. 1980 Neo-Colonia

ca. 1930

ca. 1795 Federa

19th c.

19th ¢

19th c.

ca. 1950 Cape

ca. 1820 Federal

ca. 1910

ca. 1900

ca. 1960

ca. 1900

ca. 1900

ca. 1900
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45
118

127
126

125
121

124
122

123

Addr ess

lot 48

3 School
8 School
8 School
10 School
10 School
5 School
7 School
12 School
12 School
11 School
15 School
22 School
21 School
21 School
26 School
26 School
26 School
25 School
25 School
30 School
30 School
31 School
31 School
31 School
31 School
31 School
34 School
38 School
40 School
40 School

Hatfield Center
Hatfield (Heunpshire County),

Historic District

District Data Sheet
Hi storic Neune Dat e
tobacco barn ca. 1900
School St. School 1871
Harry E Graves ca. 1880
converted garage ca. 1920
house ca. 1890
carriage house ca. 1900
business ca. 1980
post office ca. 1960
house ca. 1890
carriage house ca. 1890
St. Joseph's Rectory 1907
St. Joseph's Church 1892
house ca. 1960
Al onzo Lewi s ca. 1870
garage 20th c.
Jonat hon E Porter 1907
horse barn ca. 1980
garage 20th c.
Ms. MA Dickinson ca. 1830
garage 20th c.
C K Morton House ca. 1740
barn 19th c.
Phoeni x Farm ca. 1880
t obacco shop ca. 1900
garage ca. 1920
tobacco barn ca. 1900
hay barn ca. 1900
Smith Acadeny ca. 1980
house ca. 1940
Eli sha Hubbard ca. 1840
barn 19th c.
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Massachusetts

Style

Hi gh Vict. Gothic

Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Ranch

Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival

Got hic Revival
Ranch
Second Empire

Colonial Revival

Greek Revival
Feder al

Queen Anne

Cont enporary
Cape
Greek Revival
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Nap#
MP  #9

Lot: 92

Map #12
Lots:

Map  #13
Lots:
Map #14

Lots:

Hatfield Center Historic District

Hatfield (Heunpshire County), Massachusetts

MHG# Address

190,
172,
166,

176,

133,
58,
64,
69,
124,
159,
97,
92,
87,
83,
139,
157,
119,
121,
155,
108,
78,
73,
47,
41,
33,
146,
22,
61

District Data Sheet
Hi storic Neune Dat e Style

agricultural fields*
(285 acres, 61%of total)

127, 184, 215, 209,
196, 175, 217, 167,
165, 148, 161, 27
204
54, 56, 129, 127,
59, 60, 61, 62, 63,
65, 147, 66, 67, 68,
127, 126, 122, 125,
163, 103, 102, 100,
99, 166, 98, 143, 152,
151, 150, 95, 94, 093,
142, 149, 91, 162, 90,
88, 89, 144, 86, 85, 84,
82, 81, 80, 79, 140,
158, 138, 137, 136,
135, 134, 156, 120,
118, 161, 117, 116,
115, 114, 113, 112,
111, 110, 109, 153,
107, 106, 105, 101,
77, 141, 76, 75, 74,
72, 71, 70, 49, 48,
46, 45, 44, 43, 42,
40, 39, 36, 35, 34,
32, 31, 30, 29, 28,
27, 26, 25, 24, 23,
21, 20, 19, 16, 37,
50, 51
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Hatfield Center Historic District
Hatfield (Heunpshire County), Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

DI STRICT TOTALS; 169 Contributing; 53 Noncontributing
164 Contributing Building 51 Noncontributing Buildings
4 Contributing Sites 2 Noncontributing Structures

1 Contributing Objects

*NOTE Al |l agricultural fields throughout the district, totaling 285 acres (61%of the district),
have been counted as one contributing site.
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RECEIVED 413

M. James T. Cole JN 21 194

Director, Office of Real Estate

U S Postal Service

475 L' Enfant Plaza, SW | NTERAGENCY RESO RES OV S (N
Washi ngt on, DOC 20260 NATI ONAL PARK SFHR1 B

Dear Mr. Cole:

W arepleased toinformyouthat the Hatfield Post Office i sincluded in the
Hatfield Center Historic District, Hatfield, Massachusetts which will be
considered by the Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomnation to the
National Register of Historic Places. The National Register of Historic
Places i sthe Federal government's official list of historic properties worthy
of preservation. Listing inthe National Register provides recognition and
assists inpreserving our Nation's heritage.

Listing of this district provides recognitionof thecomunity's historic
importance and assures protectivereview of Federal projects that m ght
adversely affect the character of the historic district. | f the districti s
listed inthe National Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for
rehabilitation and other provisions may apply.

Listing inthe National Register does not mean that limitations will be placed
on the properties by the Federal government. Public visitation rights are not
required of owners. The Federal government will not attach restrictive
covenants t othe properties or seek t oacquire them | f a property is listed
in the National Register, theowner may do anything with | t that he/she

wi shes, unless state or federal funds, permts, or licensing are used, or

unl ess sone other regional and/or local ordinance or policy is in effect.

In Massachusetts, properties nomnated t othe National Register are
automatically listed onthe State Register of Historic Places. There are no
limtations, publicvisitation requirements, or restrictive covenants for
private properties included inthe State Register. State Register properties
owned by municipalities andnonprofit organizations nay conpete for state
restoration grants.

You are invited toattend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical

Commi ssion, at which the nomnation will be considered. The Commi ssion will
neet on Wednesday, Septenber 8, 1993 at the Wiite Church Community Center,
Deerfield, Massachusetts at 1:00 p.m The Conniission meeting i s apublic
meeting andall Interestedparties areencouraged t oattend.

Massachuset t s Historical Commi ssion
80 Boyl ston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

O ficeof theSecretary of State, M chael J. Connol |y, Secretary



A draft copy of the Hatfield Center Historic District National Register

nom nation i s available at the Hatfield Public Library, Hatfield,
Massachusetts. Enclosed please find a notice that explains, in greater

detail, the results of listing i nthe National Register and that describesthe
rights and procedures by which an owner may coiment on or object to listing in
the National Register.

If you have special needs and would like to attend the meeting, please contact
the Commission, and staff will make any arrangements that are necessary.
Shoul d you have any questions about this nom nation before the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission meeting, please contact me at this office

Sincerely,

Juoith B MDonough, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

Encl osure
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'ENFANT PLAZA SW

WASHNGTON DC 20260 MASS. HIST. COMM.

August 12, 1993

Ms. Judith McDonough, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

80 Bovlston Street, Suite 310

Bost on, M\ 02116- 4802

Dear Ms. McDonough:

This i si nresponse toyour recent |etter concerningthe
proposed nom nation of theHatfield Post Office as part of
the Hatfield Center Historic District.

As Federal Preservation Officer fortheUS Postal Service,
| concur with this action. Klndly not|f¥) ne when this

nom nation i saccepted so our files can be properly adjusted,
Call ne at (202) 268/3107 i f youhave any questions.

Sincerely,

"John S Sorenson, HO
Custonmer Service Facilities



June 10, 1994

RECEIVED 413

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of thelnterior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation form

Hatfield Center Historic District, Hatfield (Hampshire County),
Massachusetts, 01038.

Located within thedistrict i sanactive United States Postal
facility. The Federal Preservation Officer for the US Postal
Service has been notified (see enclosed letters).

The nomination has been voted eligible by theState Review Board
and has been signed by t heState Historic Preservation Officer.
Owmers were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
30-75 days before the meeting andwere afforded t he opportunity
to comrent.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

enclosure

cc: Mary LouCutter, Chairperson, Hatfield Historical Comm ssion
Thomas Hurley, Chairman, Board of Selectmen
Bonni e Parsons, Pioneer Valley Planning Comm ssion
Lisa Kerr, Librarian, Hatfield Public Library
John Sorenson, FPQ U S Postal Service

Massadhusetts Historicd Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Siate Historic Preservation Officer
& Boyldon Sredt, Bodon, Massachusdits 021164802  (617)727-8470 Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-302-6020

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Coimolly, Secretary



