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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Coconut Grove, Florida. The main house is of Spagrish
Mediterranean design, and is rectangular in plan with a central
garden court and massive pool extending outward toward Biscayne

several dependencies, including a garage and a gatehouse at
the Main Highway entrance. Situated around the open courtyard
are open galleries at the first and second levels, some of
which have been glazed by the present occupants. The building
is of concrete with the exterior wall finished with stucco
painted pink. The low hip roof is covered with red Spanish
barrel tile. The base of the house is scored to resemble tile
and there is a deep frieze at the attic level of cast stone.
Cast stone and bronze are used for the remaining ornamentation
on the house which is elaborate and extensive.

a level below the main terrace. The bath house is built
beneath the terrace and is connected to the house by a passage-
way into the basement.

John B. Orr, builder, purposely put aging into the exterior
features to remove the harsh appearance of newness which often
resulted. Special techniques were used in making the roof
tile, casting the stone ornamentations, and selecting colors
in order to create an appearance similar to the established
0ld estates along the Mediterranean.

gardens, closely resembles Villa Vizcaya, the estate built by
James Deering farther north along Biscayne Bay in 1916.

El Jardin (The Garden) is located on a ten-acre estate in

The two and one-half story residence is now flanked by

On the Bay side of the house, there is a swimming pool at

I :{;

In building El Jardin, Richard Keihnel, architect, and

The building, with its beautifully landscaped trees and
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NAME AND TITLE:

Mary K. Evans, Historic Sites. Specialist

ORGANIZATION

Div. of Archives,

History and Records Management

DATE

6-29-73

STREET AND NUMBER:

Department of State, The Capitol

CITY OR TOWN:

Tallahassee

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria ahd procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance his nomination is:
National

te D4

O

Local

Name

February 6, 1974

Date

Titte Historic Preservation Qfficer

STATE

Florida

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

CODE

12

APt T s

Cate

Date

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

2fse/7¢]

Keeper of The National Register
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