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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Built ±n]&\ tho Ezra Stiles House is a large, two-and-one -half- 
story, five-bay -wide, __gambrel-roofed house. Its T>lan is that of four"' 
rooms on each principal floor with central halls, orgfeized around two 
large interior brick chimneys. ilpj;ij?acjjig_:wej^
faced its garden to the south, with its gable end to the street. When 
turned west to face the street it was placed on a" new, high, brownstone 
foundation abutting the sidewalk. Even though the house was turned and 
remodelled in l83li, it retains its over-all eighteenth- century lines and

The windows have their^ original pegged frames and^moulded cornices. 
Two pedirren^be^dormelrs^'ThicTTrTight the garret on the front also remain. 
The original doorway was replaced with one of Greek Revival design. Set 
in a panelled^ recoss^and~projected by a one-story, flat-roofed portico 
supported by Doric columns, and simple pilasters, this doorway is framed 
by a transom and sidelights of etched glass. The original cornerboards 
were also replaced with the simple panelled pilasters common to the Greek 
Revival. A two-s^p_ry_clapboarded_.ld.tchen_ell-with a brick end wall and 
interior chimney adjoins the house to the rear. Bay windows, each two 
stories tall, havcPbcen extended from the front rooms at either side of 
the house.

Although the house has' retained 5.ts cased beams and panelled wains­ 
coting on the interior, many of the mantels and much of the other trim 
in its rooms date^frcm after l83h. A graceful^, winding staircase in 
the central hall rises from the ground floor all the way to the third 
level under the gambrel roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the records of the Second Congregational Church in 
Newport, this house was erected_as _a.parsonage..in. 1756 on land which had 
been donated by William Elleiy and Peter Coggeshall. From the time of 
its erection, until 1776, the house was occupied by Ezra Stiles, then 
minister of the congregation. In addition to being a brilliant church­ 
man, Stiles was recognized as probably the most learned man in New 
England in his time, and he sought information on all manner of subjects. 
A friend ofJBenjarnin Franklin, Stiles conducted the first experiments 
with^electricity in New England, In the garden of his house on Glarke 
Street he grew white mulberry trees for experiments -with silk-worms, 
explained in a still-preserved manuscript^ he here observed the transit 
of Venus in the company of Henry Marchant and William Vernon.

Stiles was also important as an educator. He had been librarian 
of the Redwood Library since his arrival in Newport5 and he helped 
Jair^J4aj3Tmig found the third .college in New England Rhode Island Col­ 
lege (now Brown University). His church's congregation, depleted by 
the Revolution, was forced to dismiss him in 1776. Stiles became Presi-, 
dent of Yale College in the following year, but it was not until 1786 
that he formally ended his ministry in Newport.

Architecturally, the Ezra Stiles House is most significant as part 
of an extremely well preserved, one-block-long street of exceptionally 
fine eighteenth-century buildings which include the Second Congrega­ 
tional Church (1735) and the important Vernon House (c. 1708, enlarged 
c. 1760), a registered National Landmark. Although the Stiles House 
was somewhat altered in l83h, when the church sold it to a private indi­ 
vidual, it nevertheless retains much of its early character. Its pre­ 
servation is essential for the protection of the rare architectural 
quality and historical significance of the street in which it stands.
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