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Architectural Description (continued)

of the piers in turn contains a simple red sandstone capital. The facade-
long arcade formed by the bays creates a rather rhythmical sense to the
streetscape wall. Within each of the arched bays is contained a set of paired
windows on the second floor, detailed with heavy stone lintels and sills.

The 3rd-floor window openings, in contrast, contain slender stone sills. At
the present time, the window openings have been unsympathetically altered by
the introduction of aluminum sash and plywood infill panels.

A simple, corbeled brick cornice is visible at the roofline, although water
deterioration is having a detremental effect on portions of it. The central
portion of the building features a decorative basket-weave patterning in the
brick above the upper story arcade. The structure,which was originally 20
bays in length,at one time contained a set of two-story oriel windows at

the present day southernmost section of the Tower Ave. elevation.

The ground floor storefronts along Tower Avenue have all been modernized

and presently only provide infrequent glimpses of original building details.
The northern elevation (l4th St.) of the structure reveals more of the
original 1890 Romanesque detailing,including a solid redstone foundation and
watertable.

The rear of the building, constructed of common brick, features a series of
simple segmental arch openings which provide access onto an open porch area.
A series of small one and two story brick structures can also be seen to the
rear. The southern-most of the additions is a two story, 42' x 28" boiler
house built to serve the heating requirements of the main structure. The
remaining structures are simply storage and equipment areas of no distinction
and are considered non-contributing.

The interior spaces of the wood-frame and brick building have been completely
gutted for modern apartments. At present the building contains 36 individual
apartments and a number of ground floor commercial concerns.

Due to the loss of integrity of the upper story areas and the damage caused by
the 1956 fire the building was not considered architecturally significant.

Historical Background (continued)

Fully completed by the summer of 1890, the 80' by 250' block contained ten
ground floor storefronts and twenty individual residential flats located on
the upper floors. Owned and managed by the Land & River Co., the property
cost appoximately $100,000 to erect and was one of the firm's largest
speculative ventures to date.C The investment was quickly returned to the
company as the building became fully occupied within one year of its com-
pletion. The ten stores and the fashionable flats above would serve a
myriad of local concerns and individuals over the years. For a while after
their move from the Minnesota Block, the Land & River Co. offices occupied
a group of suites in the building.

A major conflagration in 1956 would severely damage the southern section

of the building and 100 feet of the_building was subsequently removed. The
Wards store now rests on the site.

Significance

The New York Block is perhaps the most altered of the sites included in the
thematic nomination. Despite severe alterations which have stripped away much
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Significance (continued)

of the original building material, the three story brick and sandstone
building still stands as an impossing commercial block located on a prominant
corner site within the central business district of the city. The 1889-1890
building remains a significant visual example of the work, investment and
entrepreneurship of the Land and River Improvement Co. in creating the

"new Chicago'" of the northwest in Superior.
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