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MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL COVM SSI ON
294 WASHI NGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108
" Town Rehoboth
Address 103Broad Street
Historic Name "E m Cottage"
Bl anding Farm
PHOIQ (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)
. stapletoleft side of form Use: Present residence/farm conplex
Phot o nunber Original sane
DESCR PTI O\
Dat e ca. 1800
Sourcearchitectural details and Bl anding
M.
Style Federal
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric cl apboard
Qut bui I di ngs see text
Major alterations (with dates)
see text
UM A 19/310030/ 4634340  dh* ~ Moved no Dat e
B 19/310280/ 4633900
C 19/ 309420/ 4633740 Approx. acreage
D 19/309380/ 4634460 .
Recorded by Leslie C Abernathy. |1l Setting 200feet fromroad, surrounded
Organi zati on Rehoboth Historical Conmi ssion on three sides by open fields .
Date April 1976; revised 1981 rural context

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARHTECTURN. S (JNHCMNCE (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within the conmunity.)

Known locally as "E mCottage," this house has been the center of an active farmng
operation since itsconstructionin ca. 1800. The house and farm conpl ex have had

no significant changes after 1875, and stand today as an extraordinaryrecordof

19th century farm ng technology andrural |igeways. The house i s a substantial
two-story Federal period five-bay center entry design in excellent original condition.
A one-and-one-half story east el | added ca. 1840, is the only mgjor alteration.

The main entrance, which faces north toward Broad Street, is conposed of flanking

(Continued

HSTGRCAL SAQNHCANE (Ecplain the role owners played inlocal or state

history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the community.)
The Blanding famly were wealthy andpromnnent citizens inthis section of Rehoboth
fromthe late 18th t olate 19th century. The area was, in fact, known by their
name, as i s an adjacent street. This house replaced anearlier structure known as
the Deacon Joseph Wl martr House that was torn down ca. 1790. Dr. W IliamBlanding
(1773-1857), who lived here from 1848 until his death, was a Rehoboth native and a
Agraduate of Brown University in 1801. After studying medicine under Dr. Isaac Fow er
of Sunmer Street, heleft Rehoboth andreturned in 1848t othis famly honestead. He
added the east el | as his doctor's office at about that time, but apparently did little
else toaltev the farm He is best known i n Rehoboth today for his "Rem niscences,"”
a manuscript containinginval uable sketches and descriptionsof Rehoboth houses i n
ca. 1800, which he preparer late inlife, I n 1850, the influential status of this
famly i s recognized in a sketch of the Blanding house as one of four marginal
illustrations onWalling's map of that year. | twongly shows the owner occupant
as Janes Blanding, WIlliam s brother fromwhomhe had previously purchased t he
property. However, i tis significant that heistitled as "James Bl anding, Esq.,"
one of three i n town honored as squire.

Wen Dr. W Blanding died in 1857, the farm passed to his nephewW ||iamW Bl anding.
He was active inpublic service, serving at times as selectman, assessor, townand
church treasurer, and Treasurer of the Rehoboth Antiquarian Society. He was a
successful dairy farmer, but also raised saleable crops until around 1885when he
(Continued)
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Architectural Significance (Continued)

sidelights and fluted pilasters which support a straight, undecorated engablature.
The residence is set back sone twohundred feet from the road; the farm buildings
are located t othe east and southeast (see sketch) surrounding byfields. Most of

the present-day ancillary buildings date t othe period of WlliamW Blanding' s
ownership ca. 1860t 01885. A notable exception is the early 19th century

\h story corn barn, still onitsoriginal staddles. The twolargest structuresare
the cowbarn and stone wagon barn. By 1868, he hadreplaced an earlier barn with

a substantial newone, probably the gigantic three-bay wi de by seven bay | ong basenent
barn there today. By 1870, the stone wagon bam had been built. Stone buildings
are relatively rare in New England andthis is by far the largest of five stone-
wal | ed buildings in Rehoboth. Later, inca. 1900, a milk house, privy, and shed
were erected, andin 1935 a garage. The barns, the center of this functioning
farmstead, tower about the residence andare visible across the open fields for

a mle or nore, reflecting the ambitions and success of al | dairy farmers as
synbolized by the Blanding famly. The |large anount of pasture acreage historically
associated with the conplex isvital toitscontinued function asafarmandto its
ability t oconvey a sense of time and pl ace.

Historical Significance (Continued)

retired fromfarmng and|leased the farmbuildings andland to W IliamP.Gardner.
In 1883, the property was described by a historian as "one of the nost beautiful
and desirablehonmes intow . . . [and] a fertile, paying andvaluable farnt
(Hurd 1883:491). Many of the inprovements W lliamP nade were in construction
of newfarmbuildings suitable tolarge-scaledairying. By 1870, he felt he had
the capacity to house thirty-one large animals. Gardner |ater concentrated fully
on dairying and expanded the capacity of the cowbam t osone fifty stalls by
adding anell. At present, the current owner occupies the residence, and t he
farmitself continues t obe leased to pasture dry cows.

As an active andnotable farm for alnost 200 years which has strong associations
with a promnent local famly andwhich retains its historic configuration, thus
contributing t othe preservation of Rehoboth's cultural |andscape, the Blanding
Farmmeets criteria A B, and C of the National Register of Historic Places.
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