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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
• staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

' Town Rehoboth 

Address 103 Broad Street 

Hist o r i c Name "Elm Cottage" 

Blanding Farm 

Use: Present residence/farm complex 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1800 

Sourcearchitectural d e t a i l s and Blanding 
Ms. 

Style Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings see text 

Major alterations (with dates) 

see text 

UTM: A 19/310030/4634340 dh^ ^ 
B 19/310280/4633900 
C 19/309420/4633740 
D 19/309380/4634460  

Recorded by Leslie C. Abernathy. I l l 

Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date A p r i l 1976; revised 1981 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 200 feet from road, surrounded 

on three sides by open f i e l d s . 

ru r a l context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SI(]NIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

Known l o c a l l y as "Elm Cottage," t h i s house has been the center of an active farming 
operation since i t s construction i n ca. 1800. The house and farm complex have had 
no s i g n i f i c a n t changes a f t e r 1875, and stand today as an extraordinary record of 
19th century farming technology and r u r a l ligeways. The house i s a substantial 
two-story Federal period five-bay center entry design i n excellent o r i g i n a l condition. 
A one-and-one-half story east e l l added ca. 1840, i s the only major a l t e r a t i o n . 
The main entrance, which faces north toward Broad Street, i s composed of flanking 

(Continued 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Ejcplain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Blanding family were wealthy and prominent citizens i n t h i s section of Rehoboth 
from the l a t e 18th to l a t e 19th century. The area was, i n f a c t , known by their 
name, as i s an adjacent street. This house replaced an e a r l i e r structure known as 
the Deacon Joseph Wilmartr House that was torn down ca. 1790. Dr. William Blanding 
(1773-1857), who l i v e d here from 1848 u n t i l his death, was a Rehoboth native and a 
^graduate of Brown University i n 1801. After studying medicine under Dr. Isaac Fowler 
of Summer Street, he l e f t Rehoboth and returned i n 1848 to t h i s family homestead. He 
added the east e l l as his doctor's o f f i c e at about that time, but apparently did l i t t l e 
else to a l t e v the farm. He i s best known i n Rehoboth today for his "Reminiscences," 
a manuscript containing invaluable sketches and descriptions of Rehoboth houses i n 
ca. 1800, which he preparer l a t e i n l i f e . I n 1850, the i n f l u e n t i a l status of t h i s 
family i s recognized i n a sketch of the Blanding house as one of four marginal 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s on Walling's map of that year. I t wrongly shows the owner occupant 
as James Blanding, William's brother from whom he had previously purchased the 
property. However, i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t that he i s t i t l e d as "James Blanding, Esq.," 
one of three i n town honored as squire. 

When Dr. W. Blanding died i n 1857, the farm passed to h i s nephew William W. Blanding. 
He was active i n public service, serving at times as selectman, assessor, town and 
church treasurer, and Treasurer of the Rehoboth Antiquarian Society. He was a 
successful dairy farmer, but also raised saleable crops u n t i l around 1885 when he 

(Continued) 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

sidelights and f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s which support a s t r a i g h t , undecorated engablature. 
The residence i s set back some two hundred feet from the road; the farm buildings 
are located to the east and southeast (see sketch) surrounding b y f i e l d s . Most of 
the present-day a n c i l l a r y buildings date to the period of William W. Blanding's 
ownership ca. 1860 to 1885. A notable exception i s the early 19th century 
\ h story corn barn, s t i l l on i t s o r i g i n a l staddles. The two largest structures are 
the cow barn and stone wagon barn. By 1868, he had replaced an e a r l i e r barn with 
a substantial new one, probably the gigantic three-bay wide by seven bay long basement 
barn there today. By 1870, the stone wagon bam had been b u i l t . Stone buildings 
are r e l a t i v e l y rare i n New England and t h i s i s by far the largest of f i v e stone­
walled buildings i n Rehoboth. Later, i n ca. 1900, a milk house, p r i v y , and shed 
were erected, and in 1935, a garage. The barns, the center of t h i s functioning 
farmstead, tower about the residence and are v i s i b l e across the open f i e l d s for 
a mile or more, r e f l e c t i n g the ambitions and success of a l l dairy farmers as 
symbolized by the Blanding family. The large amount of pasture acreage h i s t o r i c a l l y 
associated with the complex i s v i t a l to i t s continued function as a farm and to i t s 
a b i l i t y to convey a sense of time and place. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance (Continued) 

r e t i r e d from farming and leased the farm buildings and land to William P.Gardner. 
In 1883, the property was described by a h i s t o r i a n as "one of the most bea u t i f u l 
and desirable homes in town . . . [and] a f e r t i l e , paying and valuable farm" 
(Hurd 1883:491). Many of the improvements William P. made were i n construction 
of new farm buildings suitable to large-scale dairying. By 1870, he f e l t he had 
the capacity to house thirty-one large animals. Gardner l a t e r concentrated f u l l y 
on dairying and expanded the capacity of the cow bam to some f i f t y s t a l l s by 
adding an e l l . At present, the current owner occupies the residence, and the 
farm i t s e l f continues to be leased to pasture dry cows. 

As an active and notable farm for almost 200 years which has strong associations 
with a prominent l o c a l family and which retains i t s h i s t o r i c configuration, thus 
contributing to the preservation of Rehoboth's c u l t u r a l landscape, the Blanding 
Farm meets c r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the National Register of His t o r i c Places. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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From "The Barns of Rehoboth, 
Massachusetts." Abernathy 1974 
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