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|1. NAME
C OMMON:
\ Colonel James Barrett Farm
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Same ,4$y <446‘
|2. LOCATtON
STREET ANDNUMBER: .
in
448 Barrett's Mill Road 781973
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL «;IMTR,<7}e;\JJQANN
Concord Fifth \y>n NEG/STPP
COUNTY:
Massachusetts 025 Middlesex
[3. tLASSfFICATION
ACCESSIBLE
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
. District (X) Building . Public Public Acquisition: 6ri Occupied Yes:
. Site . Structure g] Private . In Process i | Unoccupied . Restricted
. Object . Both I | Being Considered | | Preservofion work Q Unrestricted
in proqresf E No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
1X1 Agriculturol I 1 Government . Park [1 Transportation \ 1Comments
I 1 Commercial r~) Industrial A Private Residence «  Other (Specify)
1 | Educational . Military I 1 Religious
I 1 Entertainment 1 1 Museum ( | Scientific

i4fe OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Thomas W. and Anne R. McGrath

STREET AND NUMBER

448 Barrett's Mill
CITY OR TOWN:

Concord
[S. tOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

Court House
CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge

[i* itEPREMATtON {N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Commonweal t h

DATE OF SURVEY:

1967-1969

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

Road
STATE: ' OD F
Massechusdtts 01742 025
STATE
Massachusetts 02141 025
ALANAR XC>-S..m.
Federal £2 State . County (e Local
Commission
STATE: CODE
Massachusetts 025



7/ DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent . Good n Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(*Check One; (Check One)
IX1 Altered . Unaltered n Moved 13 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Col onel Janes Barrett Farmi slocated at no. 448 Barrett's Mill

Road, twom |es from Concord Center. The house faces south at a

distance of fifteen feet fromthestreet andi sa typical New Engl and
farmhouse, of frame construction, two and one half stories highwith a
gable roof. Itspresent appearance i stheresult of various constructions,
alterations, and additionsdating from 1705t otheearly twentieth century.

The central portion of thehouse i stheoldest. |tseastern end dates
from 1705 and was originally a one-story, one room house. About 1720
the western end was built and a second story added t oboth sides. The
result was essentially what we see now, a five bay wide, two and one half
story facade with center entrance and | arge central chimey. Tothe
west of thenain house i sa three story wing, set back about eight feet
fromthemin facade- | twas built c. 1760 and i stwo bays wide with

an entrance on t heeast side of thesouth front. Beyond this wing are
two large, detached barns of apparent eighteenth century origin. They
are i noriginal, but very poor, condition.

Fromthetime of theaddition of thewi ng, theappearance of t hehouse

did not change substantially until themd-nineteenth century. At that
time a long woodshed of one and one half stories was added t ot he east
side and set back, like the 1760 wing, from t henmain facade of t he house;
this wing i spresently i npoor condition. Near theendof the nineteenth
century various alterations were nmade t othe" house. 'The heavy w ndow
cornices of theeighteenth century portions of t hehouse were renoved,

the windows enlarged, and two over one sashes installed throughout. A
wooden door hood with elaborately turned brackets was added above t he main
entrance, theroof eaves were extended, and a chimey added t ot he north
slope of thewest wing roof. At that time top, theentire house was
resheathed with clapboards”

The interior of thehouse i sremarkably intact i nall roons except t he
rear keeping room Wodwork of fine quality exists i nthepanelling
(1720) of thewest front room and i ntheexceptional featheredge
sheathing on t hestairway. There areuncased chanfered beans i nthenain
roons on thefirst floor and beaded finished beans i nt he chanbers

above.

The Col onel Janes Barrett Farm has been part of a local Historic District
since 1961. The si xacres of property included i ntheNational Register
are part of h working farm and include fields and ol dfiieldstone walls
dating t ot heeighteenth century. o

olylit'u:
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3. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

r~I Pre-Columbian s Q "'b Century S 18th Century . 20th Century
15fh Century " . 17th Century g] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (/fApp/icabde andKno«>nd 1705, C. 1760, C. 1850, C. 1900.
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 1 Education S Ppolitical 1 I Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi- E  Other (Specify)
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
Agriculture ' 7 - I 1 Invention . Science American
E  Architecture I | Landscape Q Sculpture Revolution
Art Architecture 1 1 Social/Human-
I'1 Commerce | | Literature itarian
[ I Communications K Militory . Theater
" Conservotion Music ; t Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Barrett House i nConcord was t hehone of Colonel Janes Barrett,
Revol utionary War patriot and one of theprimary figures i n the
events leading up t oand surrounding theBritish march on Concord and
Lexington i n April, 1775. Colonel Barrett was born i nthis house,
built by his father i n1705; i twas operated as a farm by both father
and son for many years prior totheRevolution. Aside from farmng.
Col. Barrett was well known i nt hearea for his membership i n many of
the county and state conventions and his participation i n the
Provincial Congresses. He was representativet otheMassachusetts
CGeneral Court every year from 1768 t o 1777.

In local affairs, Barrett commanded t hemilitia regiment and super-

intended thecollection and deposit of military stores for the M’ ssa-
chusetts Committee of Public Safety. He used his own barn and outbuild-

ings as well as those of other Concord residents t ostore powder,

flour, cannon, and other supplies necessary for mlitary operations.
The main objective of theBritish march on Concord, April 19, 1775,
was t oarrest Col. Barrett and search his property. However, aday
before theBritish march, t heColonel received word of their plans

and thus, thefour conpanies that reached his farm on t henineteenth
found neither t hearns, which had been carried of f or well hidden on

the property, nor t heColonel, who had gone t o command t he provincials
then engaging t heremainder of theBritish forces at theNorth Bridge.
The British foray did net sone cannon carriages and nuch time was spent
in burning and otherwi se destroying them Col. Barret's wife, Rebecca,

further detained thefour conpanies searching thefarm by offering
themdrink. 1 nthis way they were kept from returning tothe North
Bridge and assisting theremainder of theRoyal troops i ntheir
confrontation with thelocal militia. The rout that theBritish

suffered at theBattle of theNorth Bridge was a turning point i n the

events of theday, putting theBritish on thedefensive and forcing
their retreat t oBoston.

In 1779 t he Col onel died at t he age of 69,ad his son inherited thehouse

and property. The chain of inheritence from father t o son continued
until 1894 when t heproperty was sold out of the famly.



9. MAJAR SISLIbGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

lothrop, Harriet (under pseudonymof Margaret Sidney), O d Concord—
H ghways and Byways, D Lothrop Co., Boston, 1888.

Shattuck, Lenuel, History of Concord, Russell, Odiorne SCo., Boston,
1835.

Wheel er, Ruth M, Climate for Freedom Concord Antiquarian Society
Printing andPublishing Production Assn., Yarmouthport, Mass.

10, G2CEAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NwW o . B>
NE
SE

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATED PROPERTY:

L'"TITUPE ANDI-OMGI® JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THti C_tr«T;i.R POINT OF A PKOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE

ILIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOL

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ANDTITLE:

ORG ANI ZATlI ON

Massachusetts Historical

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street.

CITY OR TOWN:

Conmi ssi on

Boston
h2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in theNational Register andcertify that it has been
evaluated according tothec-iteria and procedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. Therecommended
lev” of significance of this nomination is:

Rational Sl State , Local .

Name

JohnnF. X Davoren, Secretary of the
Commbnweal t h and Chai rman of t he

Titt

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Dat e

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
o I > o . >
42 28 22% 71 22 53
S x (6) aCresS
COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
kg SgP28 1983
) VA
COUNTY: y NATIONAL fSOtIE
AN\ RSGISTFi
COUNTY: CODE
n
DATE
August 14, 1973
(617) 727-8470
STATE CODE
Massachusetts 00
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
I hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register.
Associ ate Director, Professional Services
Duite 15 193
ATTEST:
““““““ K. .eeper of The National Register
Date /1"9-yO'

GPO 931.894



PLEASE RETUIim THTO FORM WHEN THE. F"OPERTY 1S RESUBMITTED. XVTE /V u/9 N\
NAME OF FROPERTY  lyn>MNjcyS”  y-"X|c"KXL. mAng U™ nilYy

The attached National Register Inventory-Nom nation form i sbeing returnei.to your
office forclarification of theinformation indicated bel ow. ULI 19 HECD

1. Nane.

2. Location.

Classification,
4. Oaner of Property.
5. Location of Legal Description.
6, Representation i nExisting Surveys.

7. Description.

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

w10, Geographical Data. n — 0T
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. LonfrituHe (or L.-itituc3e) appears
tr he off >iv ahovit Please cliec'

b. Acreage.

_11.  Form Prepared By.
12.  Certification.

Phot ographi ¢ Cover age.

Map Cover age,

O her,

Clarification or correction of theabove itenms nust be nade prior tothelnitiation
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that thenomnation will then satisfy the National Register
criteria i nfull,

Thank you for your attentiontotheabove items checked.

S G\ED,
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Form 10-301 UNITED S.ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aflfined by NPS)
Colonel James Barrett Farm
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Massachusetts Middlesex Concord
STREET AND NUMBER
448 Barrett's Mill Road
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE
U.S.G.S. Maynard Quadrangle 1965 1:24,000

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY

BOUNDARIES,

WHERE REQUIRED,

AND NORTH

ARROW

GPO

932.010






40 Beacon Street

September 21, 1973

Natioaal Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Attention: Jerry Rogers
Dear Jerry:
Enclosed are the National Register nominations for:

Berkshire County, Florida and North Adams, Hoosac Tunnel
Middlesex County, Concord, Colonel James Barrett Farm

They have been declared eligible for submission by the MassachusettsHistorical
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the Secretary of

the Commonwedlth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,
1)

Elizabeth R. Amadon
State Survey Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission



[Ee™ Shecrelayf?

MO beacon SMIreet Noilon.  MJMaHacMuieOi 02i08
727-8470

October 23, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton DC 20240

Attention Jerry Rogers

Dear Jerry:

V¢ areresubmtting ' theNational Register nom nation formfor
the Col onel Janes Barrett Farm Enclosed please find theformand
map with thelatitude corrected as per your suggestion.

Sincerely,

Eli zabeth R Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

PLW
end:



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REJ STER
STATE

Date Entered

Nare Location

Barrett, COIMMI JM M. lam Conacord

HIdUiIM«x County

A'so Wtified _ _

Hon. Bdirard M Kennedy S*t« Uaterle PFroervation Oficer
Hen. Bavard U Brooke «>& <amF. X Davoren
Boa. PaM W Qonin ieeratary of tha Gus»mxath

ehal nura, Haaaaehvaatta Siacorieai.
Director, Northeaat Region GdBd aB on

40 Baaeon Street
Boat (B, ilaaaachuaetta 02X09

|RR MMOTrpl 11.16. 73



