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AREA FORM NO.
AG 21199
gl VJdtham, Massachusetts
Address 82 fiaple Street

Historic Name Beth Eden Bapti st

Church
Use Present t:hurch
Original church
DESCRIPTION
Date 1888 - 1891
Source Shirley, Lilian S., "Beth Eden
Baptist Church", V/.P.L. archives
Style Romanesque
Architect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric rubblestone
and brick
Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates)
design substantially the same
Renovated « after fire in 1908

Condition good
M oved no Date n/a

<53
Acreage 12,537 sq.ft. ~ (p~-3l-n
Setting Located in densely

settled residential area of mid-late

19th century houses.

Rupert AM Davis

Recorded by Edward W Gordon

Organi zation V@l t ham Hi st. Gram

Date June, 1986
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REGI STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

Beth Eden Baptist Church possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling and associations. | tis significant as the oldest extant church
on the South Side, reflecting the intense development of the area by the "Watch" in
the late 19th century, and the heavily protestant bias of that development. |t has
al so been a strong focus of comunity activity throughout its history. Finally, it
is a good local exanple of the Romanesque Revival style. The church thus neets
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the comunity.

Designed i n a Ronanesque Revival style by WM Butterfield of Manchester,
NH, Beth Eden was opened for services in 1891. Constructed of brick with a
fieldstone course rising to the mddle of the 1st floor, the church's
di stinguishing feature isits steepled belltower, housing a foursided
clock flanked by pinnacles. The main entrance, conprised of a large round arch,
shelters two doors surrounded by batten board panelling, Ronmanesque w ndows with
simple tracery flank the entrance. The high peaked roof of the nave i s broken
by projecting transeptal bays. The interior contains stained glass wi ndows.
Only minor design changes were rmade i n a post-fire renovation of 1908.

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.

Apparently the oldest extant church i n Waltham s South Side neighborhood,
Beth Eden Church was formed by nmenbers of Waltham s first Baptist Church in
1887. Reorganised by the [local Baptist Council i nthe sane year, the
congregation purchased land on Maple Street in 1888; and i n 1891, the present
building was conpleted, at a cost of $80,000. While the congregation declined
in the 1890's panic, and a fire in 1908 destroyed a large part of the building
(rebuilding started immediately with acconodation for an organ i nthe
sanctuary), by its 25th anniversary the nembership i n Beth Eden (meaning "House
of Pleasantness") had reached 500.

During the First World War, eleven nenmorial chinmes, donated by Deacon
George Hudson were installed inthe tower. First played i n Decenber 1916, these
bells were heard across the nation on NBC during the Hostage Crisis when they
were rung at noontime for 444 days. Before the bells were put in place, a city
owned clock was installed inthe tower with funds raised by a Citizen's
Committee, The clock was electrified in 1962. The first World Vér also saw
Beth Eden serve as a center for eccumenical Red Cross activity. In this
century, Beth Eden has remmined active a a spiritual force on

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Shirley, Lillian S."Beth Eden Baptist Church", Shirley, Lillian S,NDO,

VAl t ham Public Library archives

"Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of Beth Eden Baptist Church, Waltham Mass", 8/ 85
1912, aut hor unknown, Waltham Public Library files.
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KIST(R CAL SGN H CANCE Beth Eden Baptist Church, cont.

the South Side. It has been involved with the VWl tham council of Churches and
the Conference for Church Unity. |t supportssuch groups as t heBattered
Vonen' s Support Commttee, the Seanan's Mssion and WKICE. Recently the
vacation Bible school, holding classes i nJuly, has been revived. Changes to
the building have included a new roof, a new nenorial w ndow and a Casavant

or gan.

rt»>H i7Tg SiYrs -Avf- i



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccfnniunity: Fom No:

MASSACHEETTS HISTORICAL  CCMASSON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: 5 Z hz™

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below.

rilLn BAfTIST CNUKCM. VA,

"Staple t olnventory form at bottom



VA THFHANM M\ NRA

/I He t"4zZi®



NP” Fom 10«tt>«

am

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Nane Val t ham MRA
State M ddl esex County, MASSACHEETTS

Nom nation/ Type of Review

10. Boston Manufacturing Conmpany Housing

(380410 River St) Mrxtsrea i n the
Mational Begl star

0018 Appm4t He. 10044010

Y G

I
.
[
fiuQ 3

Mul tiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Dat e/ Si gnature

Cover gubataEtiv.a, M. -.J. Keeper /.>/ g
1. American Wal tham Watch Gonpany yta--~ t hu
epery TAAN NN < yAy"/v\_
Historic District ifatiuiiiii aedltitc™r
. n Attest
2. Anerican Watch Tool Conpany A-xt™ 2 n <NANeXper (ANAANANL AT ACAT AN ANAY
\* Mational fiegiater Attest
3. Andrews, Joseph, House Entered I nthg ' ANNANKgeper [ TT</AAT--iA--FyAAI-" -
National Kci”latar -V
Attest
4. Baker, Charles, House Entered i nt ha ANEfeper  CMANMANAAT AN < s MM A
Hational Begl ater '
Attest
5. Baker, Charles, Property fiuoL™ Ljl!t"r ANNANE - CT>IKIVNINT AN - OINA< N
Attest
6. Bans. E. Sybhill. House ANfL-N[SAG LN Hftp” y ~ A Ay AR
' Attest
_ Sabataatlva Bevie*
: arnes, omas, House er S” S >C-
QMjU7. B Th H ANANINN IR NP 777"Mh/2s? [NSAN[ANIASC-NANA
A A yINiNr OBIEECTION </ " A
uo” yM"ri-Nir </ iest /[ P
8. Beard, Josiah, House ered in the Creeper tyv< N A-Ui-A--[ 7N 2AAN,
Matioiia fieglatax «
Attest
9. Beth Eden Bapti st Church Subst act| vd Eevi "MAMgpg”™ 7Mytd-/7c 7 ACIUT> diN fritjnv

At t est

A" Keeper N MWWN\INC /st A-eh

Attest ;



NMformlMOO* 0Om AppmH Ho. 10044010

United States Dspartmsnt of ths Intsrior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD i .
NRI S Reference Nunmber: 89001544 Date Listed: 09/28/89
Beth Eden Baptist Church ceme- M ddl esex MA
Property Nane /' County . State
Wal t ham MRA » V.

Mul tipl e Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nati on docunmentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Date of Action
Amrended Items i nNom nation:

Section 8: Criteria considerations N

Criteria exceptionAi sapplicable for t heproperty's religious
function.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, Acting National
Regi ster Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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REQUESTED ACTI ON NOM NATI QN f .V
. -/ =& .
PRCPERTY  Beth Eden Baptist dUuie-c®H
NAME
MALTI PLE W&l t ham MRA
NAME
STATE & GOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex
DATE RECEI VED: 8/ 21/ 89 DATE GF PEND NG LI ST: 9/ 05/ 89
DATE - 16TH DAY: 9/ 21/ 89 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 10/ 05/ 89

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NLMBER 89001544
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Engi neering Division 82 Maple Street
Scale: 1inch = 140 feet Beth Eden Baptist Church
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