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The Dean Jtinior College Historic District i s awell preserved exanple of a
confortable Victorian neighborhood. Conprised of ten structtxres the area

includes four houses, alibrary, andfive institutional buildings. All of the build-
ings except the Jackson Funeral Hone andthe Ray Mermorial Library are owned by

Dean Junior College. Al |l of the btdldings i nthe area areconpatible with each «
other i nnmass and set-back and al | of themare fine exanples of different high
Victorian styles. Large shade trees, open expanses of lawn, brick andiron fences,
and shrubs, set offthis area fromthe rest of the comunity.

The Ray Science Building (#2), built in 1902, t heCollege Adm nistration Building
(#3), built i n 1870, andthe Vénen' s C'rmmasixim (#10), bvdlt i n 1894, areal |l red
brick institutional buildings. TheScience Center i stwostories with a half
exposed basenent, and has stone water table and sills, Romanesque arched windows t ,u
with ESyzantine striped stone trimand a steeply pitched roof. The southernend
is curved with five faces, each face continuing up/to the ridge of the main foof.
The Administration bvdlding i sa3Tstory Chateauje8que,structure with a massive
story central block topped by a steeply~plkcEed hip roof with iron cresting, and
with a smaller pavillion oneach end. Symetrical bays between the central bl ock
and the pavillions have jerkinhead dormers, andthe rest of the dorners have steep
gabl es and arched w ndows. Mst of the windows onthe first, second, and third
floors arearched, with banded stone trim but sone areflat topped with stone
lintels. The Vénen's G/mi s a plain rectangular 2 story building with painted brick
string courses and skew back lintels with promnent key stones. Thecomce i s
corbelled brick andthe roof has small triangular dornmers for |ight.

The Jackson Funeral Hone (#5) i s a perfect exanple of Queen Anne architecture.

This 2T story white clapboard structxirehas irregular massing, a 3 story circular
tower with anogee curved done, inbricated shingle siding, and fine Eastlake
decoration onthe porch. The Counseling Center Annex, Hunman Resources Institute
(#6), across the street fromthe Funeral Hone, i s a good exanpl e of the stickstyle.
Basically 2k stories, with acentral tower andirregul ar gables and bays, this

deep red clapboard structure with it swooden fram ng nenbers exhibits the character-
istics typical of this style.

The Ray Menorial Library i s a stone and polished M ford marble neoclassic building
constructed in 1904. | trests ona stone foundation and has a continuous rov of

wi ndows aroun4 the top underneath the comce. Thefront entrance i s flanked by
square pilasters and engaged col ums, svirmounted by a triangul ar pedinent with
dentil nolding. Thedoors arebronze with egg and dart noul ding around the panels.
The interior nmurals are typical allegorical Victorian paintings andrather fine
representations of the type.

The Pei rce House (#8) andt he Ray House (#9) aresimlar i nnmassing, height and s
back. They were originally identical, butthePeirce House wasdranatically al
i n 1900 when theorigi nal cl apboards werestuccoed, thew ndowtri mchanged, an
t he mansard roof/transfornmed into al owpitched hiproof. Thehouse was gi ven

Italian Renai ssance Revival features, including asnooth imtation ashlar cc
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onthefirst floor, afront porch supported by double col ums svirnmounted by conplete
entablatiire, and heavy Italian com ce.

The Ray House, a 2 story one bay cl apboard edifice with a mansard roof has a
recessed central bay and two projecting end pavillions. Thetrimonthehouse
includes a dentiled cornice supported by fancy scroll work brackets, pilasters
at each comer and a porch echoing thedentils and brackets of t he roof.

The Dean Junior College Historic District, beacuse i t has been solittle altered,
stands as a fine exanple of a Victorian neighborhood. The area i swell maintained
by t he Col | ege and t own and deserves recognition as a significant Victorian

ar ea.



01 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION _LAW —SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS -LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 "ARCHITECTURE X.EDUCATION -MILITARY "SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING -MuUsIC —THEATER
X_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY -POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dean Jxinior College Historic District is avirtually intact Victorian
residential and educational area set inthe mddle of a20th century suburban
communi ty. Each of the buildings i s anoutstanding exanple of high Victorian
architecture with the exception of tw nodemcol|ege bmldings, Zthe New
Science Buil ding(#) andthe Dean MbdemlLibrary (#4))« The buildings al | face
onto Main Street, apleasant tree |ined road, and except for the Walter Jackson
Funeral Hone (#5) andthe Ray Menorial Library (#7)» are owned by Dean Juni or
College. Nany of the buildings are significant because of their relationship
tothe Ray famly. Franklin's nost inportant philanthropists.

The Dean Adm nistration building (#3) was built in 180 to house the officesand
cl assroons of the newy founded Dean AcadenQ, whi ch was"/started as a co-ed Univer-
sal i st Pre[)arat 0iy School and funded by Dr. Oiver Deals's bequest of ahalf a
mllion dollars. The building replaces awooden structure (1868) which bumed
imredi ately after i tsconstruction. Vdnen' s Gnmasi umwas built in 1894 for the
College andin 1902 1ydia and Annie Ry, twoof the town's benefactors, donated
the Ray Science building to the School.

The Jackson Funeral Hone {~)was built in 1890for Aaron Hrtyi8l Mrse. H was
active inthe straw shop busi ness and owned and operated a factory where the house
stands non Hewas al so one of the original incorporators of the Benjamn
Fl-anklin Savings Bank of Franklin, started in 1871 andstill serving the town.

The house was the first private residence in Franklin to beillumnated by gas.
The Counseling Center Annex (#6),across Main Street fromthe funeral hone,

was bTiilt in 1880for Honer Show another straw manufacturer. The second owner,
Edwi n Trowbridge, was an equal Iy successful business nan manufacturing pianos in
Franklin under the nane of Trowbridge, Boston.

The Ray Menorial Library (#7) was btiilt in1904, al so byl ydi a and Anni e Ray,
a cost of $250, 000, asanenorial totheir parents M. and Ms. Joseph G Ra
The bui | di ng houses the Franklin Public Library, established bytown vot
The l'ibrary's original collectionws agift fromBenjamn Franklin, and
honored him by taking his nanme. The operation of the Library is in the hands
the Franklin Library Association, aprivate corporation supplied by publ
aj fxJ operating as apublic library I nder aspecial act of | egi slation,
tarian nurals inthe interior, done bythe Italian painter Tonmasso Juglaris,

are extant, but in need of restoration.
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The Peirce House, (#8) was originally built by Josej*h Ray, ' father of Lydia
and Annie, i n1870and | ater occupied by AVJ, Peirce, headmaster of t he Dean
Acadeny. Wien Peirce married lydia Ray, they continued t olive i nthehouse
Lydia's father built. The house was originally identical t othe Ray House (#9)
but was altered dramatically t othe Renaissance Revival style by lydia after she
retumed fromltaly at the end of t he century.

The Ray House (#9) was bviilt i n 1870 by wealthy m||-owner Janes “ay, Joseph
Ray's brother. This house has not been altered, andi sa remnder of the grand
manner i nwhich the Ray famly, scions of thetextile industry, lived.

The area i sa well preserved exanple of a style of gracious living typical of
capitalists i nthe 19thcentury. The philanthropic interest of theRay

fam |y, thepeople nost responsible forthis fine area, i sevidenced i nthe rest
of the comunity today by t he Ray El ementary Public School, andthe Ray Menori al
Fire Station.
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Key to Numbered Buildings on Map

Ne'w Dean Science  building
Ray Science building
Dean Administration
Dean Modern Library
Jackson Funeral Home
Counseling Center Annex
Ray Memorial Library
Peirce House

Ray House

Women's Gym

{# )
(#413-MHC)
IH)4 -MHC)
{HI 1 -MHC)
(#403 -MHC)
(#402-MHC)
(#401 -MHC)

(#412 -MHC)
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Dean Historic District Accepted

FRANKLIN - The Dean
Junior Cdllege Historic District,
recomnlended for incdluson in the
Nationd Regiger of Higoric
Faces by the Massschaudts
Higtorica Commisson hes bemn
acogpted, Sate Secretary  Paul
Guzz, charman o the com
misison, hes bean informed by
the Nationd Park Sarvice

Thedistrict isavirtualy intact
Victorian  residential and

teducational area st in the
'middle of a 20th century
suburban  community. Each of
the buildings is an outstanding
exanple of high Victorian ar-
chitecture with the exception of
two modem college buildings
(the nav Deen science building
ad library).

The buildings al face onto
Man Stret. All, exoept the
Water Jackson Funera Home
ad the Ray Memorid Library,
ae owvned by Dean Junior
Cdlege

Mawy o the buildings ae
significant because of their
relationship with the Ray family,
Franklin's mogt important
I == philanthropists.

The Dean Administration
building was erected in 180 to
house the offices and dassooms
of the newly-founded Dean
Acadamy, which iwas started as
- aooa Universdist Preparatory
Sthod and funded by Dr. Oliver
Dean's bequest of ahalf-amillion

lars. The building replaced a

sructure (1883 which
bumed immediatdy after its
congtruction. 'Women's Gym-
nesum was built in 1834 for the
odlege and in 192 Lydia ad
Amie Ray, two o the town's
benefactors, donated the Ray
Sdence building to the schodl.

The Jackson Funerd Home
was built in 198 for Aaon
Hartwel Morse. He was activein
the drav shop busnes ad

riS-: -

ovned and opeaated a factory
where the house gands now. He
was dso ore of the incorporators
of the Benjamin Franklin
Savings Bank of Franklin started
in 1871 and till in budnessin
Franklin. The house was thefirst
private resdence in the town to
be illuminated by gas

The Counsding Center Annex
aooss Mian Strest from the
funeral home was buiilt in 1830 for
Homer Show, another straw
manufactuer. Its ssoond owner,
Edwin Trowbridge, was an
equaly successful busnessman
manufacturing pianos in
Franklin under the name of
Trowbridge, Boston.

The Ray Memorid Library
was built in 193, dso by Lydia
and Anmnie Ray, a a ood of
$£30000 as a memborid to their
parents, Mr. and Mrs. G.
Ray. The building houses the
Franklin  Public Library!
esablished by town vote in 1790,

The operation of the library is
in the hands of the Franklin
Library Associaion, a private
corporation supplied by public
funds and operating as a public
libray under a specid act of the
legidature.

The Perce Hosue was
origindly built by Jossph Ray,
father of Lydia and Annig, in 1800
and later occupied by
A.W.Pdrce, heedmegter of Den
Academy. The house was
originaly identica to the Ray
Houe but was altered
dramatically to the Rendissance.
Reviva style by Lydia after e
returned from Italy at the end of
the century.

The Ray House wasbuilt in 180
by wedthy mill-owner James
Ray, Josgph's brother. The house
hes nat ben dtered ad is a
reminder of the grand manner in
which the Ray family, sdonsof
the textile industry, lived.

The area is a wdl presarved
example of a syle o gracious
living typical of capitaists of the

'19th century. The philanthropic

interest of the Ray family, the
people most responsible for this
fine areq, isevidenced in the ret
of the community today by the

Ray Elementary Public Schod

ad the Ray Memorid HrCL -

Sation.

Lage shede trees, open ex- ¢

peanses of lawn, brick and iron

-|:/\" A

fences, and shrubs, =t off this b i
historic areafrom the rest of the 'ly”

community. . -

CHOLARSHIPFOR DONA - Franklin's and Massechusetts
Junior Miss, Dona Bissonnette, receives congratulaions and a
certificate entitling her to a $30 scholarship from Ven B.
Phillips, of Eastman Kodak Comparly. Domais the fourth prize
winner inthe Kodak Phato Awards, a competition gpan to all
contegtants in the Americas Junior Miss Pageant. Her awvard
was announced during the final preliminaries of the pageant in

Mohile, Ala., May 5.
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DUN MacMANUS., iV

'FRANKLIN - Both'sides of
-Man Strest neer Den Junior
Cdlege would be added to the
Nationd Regiger of Historica
Faces if an application by the "
Franklin Historical Commision
is approved by the federd
government.

TTie commission has nominated
eight Victorian era buildings on
or near the Dean Campus All the
buildings are ovned by Deen
Junior College exoept the Ray
.Memorid Library and the
Jeckson Funerd Home

If the area is accepted to the
Nationd Regiger it will giveit
national recognition a& a
historical landmark and protect
thee area from awy federaly
goonsored  project which could
adversdy affect the area.

Beng on the regiger d90
rjii-.es the '/.i".dings digible for
federal matching funds to im-
prove the structures. "\

Thisisthe major reeson for the.
nomination of the buildings.s
according to Marilyn Smon, a -
member of the Historical
Commission. The group wants to ,
get federa money for the
restoration of the murals in the
Ray Library. >

The buildings nominated are
the Dean  administration
building, and the adjacent
women's gymnasium, the nearby
Ray Science Building, the
Jeckson home, the counsding
center annex (across School
Street from the library) and the
three buildings directly across
Main Street from the ad-
ministration buildings: the
Pierce and Ray Houses ad the

"libi"AN - .- -VI’A-:;v“"/\-"

Thetwo housss across from the  as a memoria to Josgph Ray. textile manufacturers who The significance of t
Applications ifor'the register' aministration building on. Main - The Ray Sdence building wes donated much to. Franklin, in-  indudes the hugemui
ae  reviewed by 'the Sregt were built by the Ray doneted to Deen by the, family. duding the Rey Elementaly decorateits wallsand
Massachusetts Historical family and the Library was built The Rays were important Schod and the Rey Fire Station.  doneted by Benjamin

Commisson ~ad, if approved..
st to the Nationd Regiger m
Waghington, D.C. Then they must
be goproved by the register. li

Locd officialsare hopeful the
buildings will be accepted to the
nationd register because the
State historical commission
origindly suggested the area be .
put on the regigter as a way of
receiving federal funds to hep
the library. Gengdly the Sate
recommendation is followed on
the federd leve. .

The commisson wants to
preserve the area as a Victorian
saction of town because most of
the buildingswere built a about
the sametime. «

The area mesaures about 60 .
feet eedt to west by 60 feet north «
to south. It contains all buildings -
built in the late 19h century;
exoept for the new Dean Library,
and the Sdence BuUding in front
of the adminigration building,’

Being added to the regider ;
doss not meen a land owvner is
limited in what he wants to do
with the property. It just means
that any project financed par-
tialy or whaly by the federd .
govemment, such as highway
condruction, cannot hurt the
historical character of the areg,

To ga on the regiger the
property mugt be determined to,
be of locd or date historica
sgnificance. "e

Mawy of the buildings are' '
oconnected with the Ray family.

Franklin's .'historical rovv' — if all goes right-
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Source of non-federal match |
Franklin ($3,000), Ray Menori al

AL 2R D ah%lspg)p’ai'ran&fper TH3EF i GOMRAL PURLO RS § ($A00)-

Assoc.

(. NUMBER

19

Commission

Suffolk
02108

Ray

S.H.P.O.

($2, 400),

OMB Approval No. 29-R0OJI 3

3. STATh
APPLICA-
TION
IDENTI-
FIER

75050496
b. DATE Year month

9 75 06 .16

day
ASSIGNED

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

046-002-284
PRO- t. NUMDCR ns p p |4
GRAM b. TITLE
{From
Federal . . .
Catalog) Historic Preservation

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

A-St3t9 H-Community Action Agency
B-Interst:ta |- HiEher Educations! Institution
C-Substatd J- Indian Tribe

District K-Cthor iSpecifv):
D-County
E-City

F-School District
G-Spocial PurpOM

District Enter appropriate letter j" |

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE

A-Basic Grant D-Insurance
) B-Supp!emental Grant £-Other Enter appro-
Franklin, Norfolk County C-Loan pricte letierfe) A
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT  tNa->'.@ oOf cities, countiee, 11, ESTIMATED NUM- 12. TYPE OF AFPLICATION
Sald, etc) BER OF PERSONS A-Kew C-Ravision E-Au"mentation
BENEFITING B-R:newal D-Continuation i
Commonweal th of Massachusetts 5,689,170 Enter appropriste  letter
13. PROPOSED FUN#;IMe?, 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE CF CHANGE (For tSe or Its)
A-Increase Dollars f-Other (Specify):
i. raEP..'a. 5,800 (@D a APPLCANT b. PROJECT B-Decreasa Dollars
C-Increasa Cuf&ticn
b. APPLICANT 5,800 .00 D-Cecr3ase Duration
£-Canc«llation
e. STATE 00 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT
DATE Year mfmth day DURATION Enter a;l)pro-f)
d. LOCAL . priate etterfe)
0o see #34 36
t. OTHER oo 18. ESTIMATED DATETO Year month 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
: BE SUBMITTtD TO
. ToTAL 11,600 oo  FEDERAL AGENCY > 1976 10 19 25-76-00465-00
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City. Sate. ZIP code) 21. RELMARKS ADDED
National Park Service, Washington DC 20240
22. 1. Tothabest of try «+«owl»J»» and balief, b. It re«luircd by OMS Circular A-95 lhis application was submitted, pursi'fint to in- .Vo r«- Reiponte
djta In tiis praarplTsiioa/applicalian art slruclions therein, to appropriale clearir.iliouses andall responses ere attached: eponie attach&i
THE trua aiid corrcrct, tlia document lias baen
APPLICANT  duly lutfiorizid by tha govemini body oi o m
CERTIFIES tlie ~p.-licant and tha a,'Plicant will comply Of f | ce Of St at e P| anni ng
THAT O- witii the attached assurances if the assitt- ° .
anca is approved.
) . .
23. a. TYPEO NAME ANO TITIE b. SIGNATURE c DATE SIGNED
EESELFYING El i zabeth Reed ““adon1 Exec. Year monik  io-y
sentarive DI T and SHP.Q " 76 10 19
24. AGENCY NAME 25.OAPPLIOA» Ytmr monih day
. TION
Department of the Interior REEVED 19 76 10 25
26. ORGAN IZATIO.NAL UNIT 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 28. FEDERAL APPLICATION.
. . . . . IDENTIFICATION
National Park Service Division of Grants
29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRANT
. IDENTIFICATION
18th & CSts.. N.W., Washington. D.C. 20240 25-76-00465-00
31. ACTION TAKEN 32. FUNDING Year month day 34. Year menth diy
STARTING -,C
AWASDEO a FEDERY 5.800 .00 33 ACTION DATE». 1976 12 20 bate 1970 12 20
. ; _ 35. CONTACT fUH ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 33 Year iifO«t®  da'j
b. REJECTED b. APPICAKT 518QQ 2 TION (Nairn and telephone number) ENDING -0 ~ JQ
¢ e. RETURN:n FOR c. STATE Q DATE 19 /y Iy
AMENDMENT d. LOaAL O Peter D. Herrick 37. REMARKS ADDED
+ |i.DEFERRED a. OTHER [00) (202) 523-5054
« t. WITHDRAWN f. TOT.U /\1 600 (D « V.S QNo
1
38. a. In taVine abov* action, ew Ct«ii'»ients received from clearinihoiniM vc-i ton- b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL
aiderrd. If a™ocy Te%ponia ia due und<ir previsions of Part 1, OMB Circii:a.i A"95, (Name and telephone  no.)
FEDERAL AGENCY it has been oriabeinf maiia.
A-95 ACTION same as #35
- 00 -J -00 STANU.NO ~ FOSM 424 PAGE 1 (10-7t;)
424'101 Prtteribed by CSA, Federal Uanastment CiredoNar 7i-r

yt,.'-, w.



