
Form 10-300 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

Morgan Row
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Morgan Row

- 
Hur ^o^nty 2 Li§irrary ileS " H Society; 222 SoT^fhiles-Mercer
r»i-r\/*"»ir)-r/"\\A/Ki« *

H a rrnH <;hn v a

Kentucky .2.1. M ft ir r ft "T 1 67

Z

o

u

CATEGORY 

(Check One)

District O: Building

Site Q Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

STATUS

ccupied 

II Unoccupied 

j^cPreservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

Yes: 

Q; Restricted

| | Unrestricted 

D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural

CTjjr Educational 

| | Entertainment

| | Government

Q] Industrial

Q Military

\ Museum

£J Private Residence

I | Religious 

| | Scientific

C] Transportation CD Comments 

n Other (Specify) _________

OWNER'S NAME: narr6ds'burg' Hist o T 1 ca 1 Society : Mer cer County Library 
Mrs. John;Keller; Ronald T. Hurst. J

LJLJ 

LJJ 
*<= > Cl TY OR TOWN:

- Ronald T.

.Kl^^^U^^y

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Mercer County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Harrodsburg Kentucky 21

Tl TUE OF SURVEY:

Survey Of Historic Sites In Kentucky
DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 Federol State County [ | Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Kentucky Heritage Commissi r>n

401 Wapping Street 

Frankfort Kentucky 21

«^ 

21



CONDITION
llent Q Good Fair

(Check One) 

G Deteriorated | [ Ruins G Unexposed

(Check One) 

G Altered (v| Unaltered

(Check One; 

Moved [ Original Site
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This unique four unit row house is the oddest row house in 
Kentucky. Laid in Flemish bond brick, the house consisted of 
s_eyeral connecting commercial buildings, all under one roof, 
whose separations were the fire walls extending from the 
gTround to above the roof.

The center section was the first to be constructed and is 
three stories high. The south units were added shortly after. 
The north unit was built in the mid-1830's and features the 
original hand carved woodwork ascribed to Matthew Lowry. 
This section contains one of the first "built-in-sideboards" 
in Kentucky.

Fortunately, Morgan Row possesses- most of its original exterior 
trim. The facade has been carefully restored to its original 
appearance by its present owners. Almost all of the old doors 
ash floors, and mantels still remain. The interior of the 
center and south units have been somewhat altered for adaptive

rn

usage, but the north s
by the Harrodsburg Histor

authentically restored
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Morgan Row is reputedly the oldest row houses west of the 
Allegheny Mountains. Although not unusual along the Eastern 
seaboard, this type of<,row house construction is rare in 
Kentucky.

The center section, the first to be constructed, was built by 
JoseP.h Morgan soon after 1800; it was named in his honor. John 
G. Chiles, Morgan's son-in-law, operated a famous tavern and 
ran United.States mail routes and stage coaches from this site.

on
Morgan Row was the social and business center of Harrodsburg fo 
Irsthalf of the 19th century., Vice-Pres ident Richard M. Johns 
heroo of the battle of the Thames, was a guest at Morgan Row at 
a reunion of survivors, October 5, 1836. Wealthy planters, 
famous politicians and the common traveler enjoyed the bountifii 
hospitality of the Morgan Row Tavern.

The Harrodsburg Historical Society has restored the north unit 
of Morgan Row. It serves the community as a meeting place for 
groups, and the home and museum for the Society. The museum is 
open to the public. Visitors may see antique furniture, original 
portraits by Kentucky artists, displays of rifles and other 
pioneer items. A genealogical and research library is located 
on the second floor_and open to the public by appointment only. 
To the rear of Jetfk\ tUa/Tfrijig is an early Kentucky green garden.
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