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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This unique four unit row house is the oldest row house in
Kentucky. Laid in Flemish bond brick, the house consisted of
several connecting commercial buildings, all under one roof,
whose separations were the fire walls extending from the
ground to above the roof.

The center section was the first to be constructed and is
three stories high. The south units were added shortly after.
The north unit was built in the mid-1830's and features the
original hand carved woodwork ascribed to Matthew Lowry.

This section contains one of the first "built-in-sideboards"
in Kentucky.

Fortunately, Morgan Row possesses most of its original exterig
trim. The facade has been carefully restored to its original
appearance by its present owners. Almost all of the old doors
ash floors, and mantels still remain. The interior of the
center and south units have been somewhat altered for adaptive
usage, but the north section g :

by the Harrodsburg Histora
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Morgan Row is reputedly the oldest row houses west of the
Allegheny Mountains. Although not unusual along the Eastern
seaboard, this type ofwrow house construction is rare in
Kentucky. . '

The center section, the first to be constructed, was built by
Joseph Morgan soon after 1800; it was named in his honor. John
G. Chiles, Morgan's son-in-law, operated a famous tavern and
ran United.States mail routes and stage coaches from this site.

Morgan Row was the social and business center of Harrodsburg for

here: of the battle of the Thames, was a guest at Morgan Row at
a reunion of survivors, October 5, 1836. Wealthy planters,
famous politicians and the common traveler enjoyed the bountifud
hospitality of the Morgan Row Tavern.

The Harrodsburg Historical Society has restored the north unit
of Morgan Row. It serves the community as a meeting place for
groups, and the home and museum for the Society. The museum is

portraits by Kentucky artists, displays of rifles and other

pioneer items. A genealogical and research library is located
on the second floor _and open to the public by appointment only.
To the rear of ting is an early Kentucky green garden.

Firsthalf of the 19th century. Vice-President Richard M. Johnso%,

open to the public. Visitors may see antique furniture, originall
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of‘this nomination is:

National

Name /

(b
dministrator, Kentucky Program

Title __Development. Qffice

Date

8/10/712

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hj

2673

Date
ATTEST:
Keeper of The National Register
e -3
% —

toric Preservation

LM
! —en
/&/@:%10
&1 220
(77

o L

3 3S

SNOI11J3N3yd1SNI

CcP N 6n T

nea?l



