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1. Name of Property

historic name Faunsdale Plantation

other names/site number _N/A

2. Location
street & number ___Marengo County Road 54 N[A not for publication
) Faunsdale . _ L
city or town vicinity
Alabama AL Marengo 091 . 36738
state code ____ county code zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
(7] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
- Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property’
G meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

3 nationally swige (X locally. (E/],S@ommuanon sheet for additional comments.)

_ S-285 - 73

Signature of cenifying official/Title Date

Alabama Historical Commission (State Historic Preservation Office)
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property {J meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of centifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
1 her\e;Vé‘tify that the propenrty is: ngnature of the Keeper gt oLud 1 Tha Date of Action

entered in the National Register. tional Rogtadg: / /
2/43 /73

{7 see continuation sheet.

[0 determined eligible for the
National Register
L See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
C

National Register.

removed from the Nanonal
Register. —

U2 other. (explan’)




Faunsdale Plantation
Name of Property

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

#4 private O3 building(s)
{J public-local X district
O3 public-State [ site

O structure
J object

O3 public-Federal

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Plantation Houses of the Alabama Canebrake

—and 3associated outbuildinegs—(1818-1942)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
6 2 buildings
0 0 sites
1 _ 1 structures
0 0 objects
3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

. {c/ainele dwelli _

Domestic/single dwelling

Domestic/secondary structure

Agriculture/subsistence/storage

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

Domestic/single dwelling/vacant

Domestic/secondary structure/storage

Agriculture/@aniqtenoe/qrnragp

Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbldg. _Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbldg.

Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbldg. Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbldg.

Domestic/secondary structure Domestic/secondary structure/storage

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Mid-19th _century foundation Brick

No stvyle . walls Wood
roof Asphalt
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Name of Property

Marengo County, Alabama
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark “'x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.}

&% A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

&) C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

O D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x' in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

3 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

Cl

B removed from its original iocation.

C a birthplace or grave.

-
o

a cemetery.

1
m

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

t
-

a commemorative property.

(W
o

less than- 50 vears of age or achieved significance
within the past S0 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
{Enter categories {rom instructions)

Social History (1818-1942)

Ethnic Heritage:Black

Agriculture

Architecture

Period of Significance

1840-1942

Significant Dates
1840, 1844, 1850, 1870

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked zbove)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): NA

0O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

{3 previously listed in the National Register

{7 previously determined eligible by the National
Register

I"1 designated a National Historic Landmark

L recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

[0 recorded by Historic Amencan Engineering
Fecorg =

Primary location of additional data:

fd State Historic Preservation Office

0 Other State agency

(O Federal agency

{ Local government

O University

% Other .
Name of repository: Birmingham Public Library
Faunsdale Collection




Faunsdale Plantation
Nama of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

13 acres
Acreage of Property

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 lue leladaad (3588740l g la6l lalsa312,5.0 3588590
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting -. Northing

2 | 1,6 l‘i‘h‘?’l 580 [3,5]88]7,6,0] al116) lals3l420 35885 40

5 16 4 43580 3588610 {3 see continuation sheet

Yerbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle

Jeff Mansell; Melanie Betz/AHC Reviewer - 205/242-3184

organization Cahaba Trace Commission date February 9, 1993

Route 1, Box 147 (205) 665-7982

street & number telephone

Brierfield Alabama

city or town state 35035

Zip code

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’'s location.

A 'Sketqh map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs. .-

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. and Mrs. Archie L. Sims

street & number _ Route 1, Box 93 telephone _(205) 628-6022

Clty or town Faunsdale state Alabama le code 36738

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications 10 the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, 1o list propenies, and 1o amend exisiing listings. Response 1o this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accorcance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporuing burden for this form is estimated 10 aver2ge 18.1 hours per response :nciuding iime 10r revievang
astructions. gatherng anc mamtaining data. and compleung ang reviewing the ‘orm DirsCl comments 1egarding s Jurden esiimate ©f any aspect
of this form 10 tne Cheet Acrvwaistrauve Services Division, Matonal Parx Servce P C 2 127 “Nashington. 0T 20013.7127; anc ihe Othce ot
tianagement anc £.azet Froenwerv Reduchons Projecis 110240078 Wasr nmon O 172G
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Faunsdale Plantation, a plantation complex consisting of a plantation main house and a
_collection of significant outbuildings, is located near the crossroad community of Faunsdale in
the northwest section of Marengo County, approximately eight miles west of Uniontown. The main
house of the Faunsdale Plantation is an example of a modified Palladian dwelling, reminiscent
of structures found in the Tidewater section of Virginia. The Faunsdale Plantation complex is a
significant property, retaining a high degree of integrity and retaining much of its original
design, materials, craftsmanship, and setting.

The approach to Faunsdale Plantation is from the north, the property lies along the
southern boundary of Marengo County Road 54. The main house rests on a small rise in a grove of
cedar and cottonwood trees while the contributing outbuildings lie to the east. The main house
originally rested on the southeastern edge of a vast plantation which stretched to the north and
west. Originally, the main house on the Faunsdale Plantation was a two room log cabin
constructed by a Mr. Bird Pearson. In the 1843, Thomas and Louisa Harrison purchased the
plantation and in 1844, extensively remodelled the main house. It is thought that the structure
achieved much of its present appearance at that time.

The main house at the Faunsdale Plantation features a two story central block with front
facing gable roof and flanking one and a half story wings. Except for the two room log core, the
dwelling is a platform frame structure, covered in clapboard. The pediment of the front facing
gable is clearly defined by a wide molding. The roof is covered in asphalt shingles. The central
block features a single bay facade with a centrally placed, tripart upper story window with a 9/9
central double hung sash and flanking, long and narrow five pane windows. The first floor of the
central block contains a bay window with three 9/9 pane, double hung sash windows. The central
block features a one story demi-hexagonal porch with four delicate champhered posts capped with
small Doric capitals. The porch is decorated with a band of scalloped bargeboard falling below the
cornice and a full balustrade atop the flat roofline, creating a balcony for the upper story. The
central block features a large centrally placed chimney.

The flanking one and a half story wings are set back from the facade of the central block. Each
wing has a half spraddle roof, end chimneys with decorative dentil work, three bay facade, and a
full porch with wooden arch and lattice work supports. The left or east wing contains two 9/9 pane
sash windows with jib panels beneath. The entrance bay, located immediately to the left of the
central block, projects onto the porch and is only slightly recessed from the facade plane of the
central block. However, an entrance porch with a hipped roof and lattice work supports projects
slightly past the front facade of the central block. The double leaf entrance is enframed by a full
transom and sidelights. The right or west wing is not as long as the corresponding wing on the
east, but contains two 9/9 pane double hung sash windows with jib panels beneath and a small
single leaf door.

On the eastern elevation, the chimney is flanked on the left by a later bathroom addition. On the
western elevation, the rear spraddle roof falls over a modern carport addition. On the southern
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elevation, the two story central block features an upper three bay facade. Two gable roof dormers
flank the central block. A sympathetic modern addition, following the lines of the original rear
porch and dining room wing, has been attached to the rear of the main structure. In turn, a full
screened in porch has been attached to the rear of the later addition.

The interior of the main house of the Faunsdale Plantation contains Federal and Greek Revival
woodwork including tripart wooden mantles, two panel doors, simple hardware, and delicate door
and window surrounds with corner block moldings. The central block contains a large
rectangular parlor with two smaller rooms located immediately behind it. These two smaller
rooms are believed to be the early log core of the house. These three rooms are heated by a large
single chimney, with triple hearths; the two smaller rooms contain corner fireplaces. In the
central block, the scale of the first story is smaller, in keeping with the dimensions of the early
core of the house. The later wings feature full height windows and taller ceilings.

The main house at the Faunsdale Plantation features a side hall plan, that is a hallway runs the
width of the house to the left (east) of the central block, separating the central two story block from
the side (east) wing. The stairway is a reversed stair and features delicate scrollwork along the
risers and a slightly curving newel post. An enclosed secondary stair is located in the western
wing and provides access to the upper, unfinished half story in that wing. A modern bathroom
separates the large room in the western wing from the central block. The large rooms in the
flanking wings have always been used as bedrooms. Originally, a large dining room was
located to the rear of the dwelling, directly behind the two story central block. This room, having
fallen into disrepair, was removed in the 1970s and a modern one story wing, incorporating a
living room, kitchen, and dining room, was constructed along the rear of the dwelling; the
modern kitchen and dining rooms are in the exact location of the original dining room. A shed
roofed carport is attached to the rear of the west wing.

The upstairs features two bedrooms in the central block, separated by the large central chimney,
and a bedroom in the upper half story of the eastern wing. The upper room of the western wing is
unfinished and is reached by the small enclosed staircase.

Surrounding the main house are two slave cabins, a well, a kitchen/laundry building, a carriage
house, a cook’s house, and two modern agricultural buildings, (a shed and barn) and one modern
agricultural structure (a granary). With the exception of the modern barn, all of the outbuildings
lie to the east of the plantation main house, this area has always been the domestic working area
for the plantation. The two frame slave cabins, located on a rise a short distance from the house,
are one and a half story structures with side gable roofs. The cabins contain fireplaces with
dentilated brick moldings, scalloped bargeboard along the eaves of the roof, and rustic Greek
Revival moldings around the rear windows and doors. Each features a later rear shed roof
addition and both are square in form with small steep corner staircases. These slave cabins were
used by house servants and were not part of the “slave quarters” for the field workers.
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The kitchen/laundry building is a one and a half story, two room structure with a front facing
gable roof and a centrally located interior chimney. According to records in the Faunsdale
Collection in the Birmingham Public Library, the original kitchen and laundry building burned
in 1870 and this structure was built to replace the original structure at this time. The original
carriage house is a simple front gable roofed structure with a later side addition.. The cook’s house
is a simple, frame, one story cabin with a side chimney and single leaf entrance. The well is
surrounded by a low brick wall and is topped with a pyramidal roof supported by four corner posts.
All of these contributing buildings/structures with the exception of the kitchen are believed to date
from the 1850s.

The modern structures, those non contributing outbuildings included a barn, machinery shed,
and granary. The granary, a metal container on a raised structure, is located in front of the two
slave cabins. The machinery shed is located behind the kitchen/laundry building while the barn
is the only outbuilding located away from the cluster of plantation buildings, resting on the
western end of the property.

The main house and the contributing outbuildings are in excellent condition, retaining a high
degree of integrity and most of the original components and details in regard to design, materials,
and workmanship. The alterations to the main house have been sympathetie, following the lines of
the original structure, and do not detract from the overall integrity of the structure. Faunsdale
Plantation retains a high degree of integrity in regard to feeling and association as an
antebellum Canebrake plantation complex.
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Faunsdale Plantation
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Statements of Significance

Faunsdale Plantation is eligible to the National Register under Criterion A for social history. As
part of the multiple property nomination of Plantation Houses of the Alabama Canebrake and their
associated outbuildings (18 18-1942), the Faunsdale Plantation conveys a sense of the formation
and development of the plantation and the plantation system in Alabama, and more specifically,
the Canebrake region during this time period. The Faunsdale Plantation has been remained in
the hands of the same family since 1844 and is still operated as a working plantation. The
Faunsdale Plantation is an excellent example of an antebellum plantation complex and provides
valuable information concerning the settlement and development of the Canebrake from 1818 to

1942.

Criterion A: Ethnic Heritage: Black
From 1844 until 1865, the owners of the Faunsdale Plantation relied on African-American slaves
as their labor force. After the Civil War, the plantation system relied on the tenant and
sharecropping systems. Located on the Faunsdale Plantation are three structures, three slave
cabins, which were occupied by slaves and later tenants. Since the majority of structures on the
Faunsdale Plantation were constructed by or served as the workplace for slaves, the Faunsdale
Plantation complex provides information about the daily routine, workplace, lifestyles, and

conditions of African-Americans and the slave system in Alabama.

The Faunsdale Plantation has been continuously owned and operated as a working plantation by
the Harrison family and their descendants since 1844 and therefore, provides valuable, tangible
evidence about the formation and operation of the agricultural way of life in the Canebrake region
of Alabama from 1818 to 1942. Although originally formed as a major cotton producing plantation,
the Faunsdale Plantation today is the site of a catfish farming enterprise. The buildings of this
-plantation complex possess evidence about the formation and operation of agricultural life in the

Canebrake region of Alabama.

The main house of the Faunsdale Plantation was originally a two room log cabin constructed in
the late 1830s or early 1840s; this structure was later remodelled in to a large, rambling Palladian
influenced dwelling reminiscent of buildings found in the Tidewater section along the eastern
seaboard. The dwelling features a two story central block and flanking one story wings, a three
part plan building, a vernacular version of such Virginia structures as the Randolph-Semple
house in Williamsburg and The Rowe in Charles City County, Virginia. The main house
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exemplifies the transportation of particular house forms from the cultural hearths of the eastern
seaboard to the frontier of Alabama. The main house and the contributing outbuildings reveal
information regarding the forms and styles, construction methods and techniques, and
craftsmanship utilized by the residents and craftsmen of the Canebrake area from 1818-1865.

Historical Summary

On May 24, 1843, Thomas Harrison of Charles City County, Virginia purchased for $17,000 from
Henry A. Tayloe various parcels of land in Township 17 Range 5 East and 4 East totaling
approximately 960 acres. Included in the land transaction was the mention of 20 acres in the
northern end of the west half of the northeast quarter of section 20, containing the former residence
of Bird Pearson. Harrison later acquired an additional tract of land of 340 acres; the entire
Faunsdale plantation therefore, comprised 1200 acres. In 1844, Harrison moved to the area with a
large labor force of slaves and settled the plantation, naming it the Faunsdale Plantation. His
wife, the former Louisa Collins of Edenton, North Carolina soon joined her husband. Soon after
their arrival, the Harrisons lived with the George Minge family until the construction of a larger
residence could be completed. The Faunsdale Plantation complex was created during that time. 1

The main house of the Faunsdale Plantation is reminiscent of some three part Palladian inspired
structures found in the Tidewater section of the eastern seaboard. The main house features a three
part plan, a two story central block with flanking one story wings. It is not known whether or not
the recreation of this particular plan was intentional on the part of the Harrisons or not.
Regardless, the dwelling is a local interpretation of that particular form incorporating some
Romantic detailing as the scalloped bargeboard and the lattice and arch work supports.

The main house became the center for the operation of a large and prosperous plantation complex
and around the planter’s main house, the Harrisons erected those buildings necessary for the
operation and maintenance of a large labor force. In 1854, Dr. Thomas Harrison was Kkilled in an
accident and Louisa Harrison managed the plantation until her remarriage to the Rev. William
Stickney, an Episcopal priest and educator. In the 1860 census, Louisa Harrison owned 125 slaves
and held property and real estate valued at $332,162.00 placing her in the top ten percent of
slaveowners in Alabama in regard to wealth. In 1862, upon completion of the Alabama and
Mississippi Rivers Railroad, the railway flag station was named Faunsdale in honor of Mrs.
Harrison. This flag station is the present day crossroads community of Faunsdale. 2

1John Witherspoon Dubose, “Chronicles of the Canebrake,” Alabama Historical
Quarterly, Winter, 1947, pp. 598-600; Deed and Tract Books for Marengo County, Marengo County
Probate Office, County Courthouse, Linden, Alabama.

2Dubose, “Chronicles,” pp. 598-600. Sixth Federal Census of the United States, Marengo
County.
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The Harrisons were devout Episcopalians and donated substantial funds and a plot of land
slightly northwest of their property for the erection of St. Michael's church. Mrs. Harrison was
noted for her commitment to the religious instruction of her slaves and even constructed a chapel
on the premises of the Faunsdale plantation for the exclusive use of her slaves. After her marriage
in 1863 to Rev. William Stickney, Faunsdale plantation was the site of a major effort for the
conversion of African-Americans to the Episcopal faith. 3

The Faunsdale Plantation has remained in the Harrison family since 1844 and is today owned
and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Archie L. Sims. Mrs. Sims is a direct descendent of Dr. and Mrs.
Thomas Harrison. The entire Faunsdale plantation consists of 250 acres of the original tract.
Thirteen of those acres, those surrounding the plantation main house and taking in the plantation
complex are included in the nomination to the National Register.

Although no formal archeological survey has been made at the Faunsdale plantation, the
potential for subsurface remains may be high. Properties of this type were sited within a
constellation of dependencies such as kitchens and other outbuildings. Buried portions may
contain significant information that may be useful in interpreting the entire property.

8Harriet Amos Doss, “Religious Reconstruction in Microcosm,” The Alabama Review,
October, 1989, pp. 243-269.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The thirteen acres lying in the northern end of the west half of the northeast quarter of Section 20,

Township 17, Range 5 east, lying south of Marengo County Road 54 which was conveyed to Dr.

Thomas Harrison from Henry A. Tayloe on a deed recorded May 24, 1843. For exact boundaries
please refer to tax map. )

Boundary Justification :

The boundaries of the property were drawn to include all of the significant historic and
architectural resources associated with the Faunsdale Plantation that illustrate the development of
the plantation complex from 1844 to 1942.
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Photographs
For Photographs 1-13, the information in section 1-5 is the same:

. Faunsdale Plantation

. Faunsdale vicinity, Marengo County, Alabama

. Christine Rottmeir, photographer

. Negatives on file, Alabama Historical Commission

. Spring, 1990: There has been no change to the property since a site visit on October 24, 1992.
. Front facade, photographer facing south

. Photograph #1

=IO Ot WON

. East elevation
. Photograph #2

2]

. Southwest corner, west side and rear elevations
. Photograph #3

~ 3

. Interior, parlor looking through to library and dining room
. Photograph #4

- o

. Interior, parlor, facing east through to hallway
. Photograph #5

1 O

. Interior, corner chimney in library
. Photograph #6

-3 3

. Interior, detail of window in hallway
. Photograph #7

3 D

. Interior, detail of staircase
. Photograph #8

S,

. Kitchen, camera facing northwest
. Photograph #9

=3 O«

. Kitchen, camera facing northeast
. Photograph #10

e ezl

. Slave Cabin, facing northwest
. Photograph #11

e
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Marengo County, Alabama

6. Slave Cabin, rear facade, camera facing north
7. Photograph #12

6. Slave Cabin, front facade, camera facing south
7. Photograph #13

For Photographs 13-16, the information in sections 1-5 is the same.

. Faunsdale Plantation

. Faunsdale vicinity, Marengo County, Alabama

. Photographer - Jeff Mansell

. Negatives on file, Alabama Historical Commission
. August 7, 1991

. Cook’s house, camera facing southeast

. Photograph #14

=IO O W N

. Carriage house, camera facing east
. Photograph #15

e

. Modern shed, camera facing east
. Photograph #16

-3 O
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