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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The physical appearance of the Alben W. Barkley Museum has remained 
almost unchanged, since it was built in 1852. Built in the Greek Revival 
style of architecture, which according to a prominent local architect",'Is 
rare in the Paducah Area. The one^story brick structure hasjwalls 
twelve inches thick. At the front of the house, four square brick columns 
support the roof which is edged by an elegant bracketed cornice. The 
glass sidelights and transom of the front door are framed by two applied 
plasters which support denticulated ornamentation. A generous porch 
fifty feet long by nine feet wide, extends the length of the front;,of the 
building.

The original use of this structure was a residence, and its present 
physical appearance is undoubtedly quite similar to its original appearance 
However, some changes were made in the 1940's. The original long side 
porch extending from the front hall to the dining room (now the River Lore 
Room) was enclosed. The chimney and two fireplaces between the 
dining room and kitchen were removed and the bathroom was modernized 
The house was refurbished with period furniture and recently the garden 
area was landscaped.

Although greater emphases is placed on the Alben -Barkery collection, the 
museum also contains other interesting exhibits. Their diversity is re- n 
flecfcednia the names of the .rooms: Years Of Destiny Room (Civil War), 
West Kentucky Room ? Irvin S. Cobb Room, Children's Ropm, River Lore   
Room, Hall of^^H^and Linn Boyd Historical Research Center. o
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

1 The Alben W. Berkley "Museum is one of the few rem w reek Revi­ 
val homes in the Paducah area. Captain William Smedley, a boatstore 
and wharfboat owner, and the great grandfather of Linn Boyd, built this 
house in 1852, It has been restored and is presently being maintained 
by the local Young Historians Association., The interior conveys the 
quality of workmanship and a style of life prevalent in mid-nineteenth 
century.

The Museum is dedicated to the memory of Alben W. Barkley, affection 
ately known as "The Veep,' T a native of Paducah. Barkley, author of 
That Reminds Me, was a very colorful political personality. Active in 
both State and National politics, he served five terms in the State Legis 
lature before he was elected to the United States Senate where he became 
the minority leader. In 1948,. he was elected Vice-President under 
President Harry S. Truman and served' one teriiii !i In 1933V' he was agair 
elected to the United States Senate, but he died in 1956 after serving two years. ' < f  "  ' ! '"-"  -'"' : '-  ;h '   ' "'

The Museum displays various personal effects of the former Vice-Presi 
dent, including his hat, walking cane, and the desk, chair and flag that 
he used while serving in that office. A photographic exhibit traces his 
career from his early home to meeting with world dignitaries, including 
the Pope. Another interesting artifact is a saddle used by General Dough 
MacArthur in World War II, a personal gift to Barkley.

Exhibits at the Museum also include personal possessions<-including 
souvenirs, of the Washington tenure of Linn Boyd, a native of the area, 
who was Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives from 1851-1855 
In 1860, Boyd County was named in his honor. The building itself was 
formerly the home of David A .Yeiser,^ an early Mayor of Paducah, and 
a well-remembered regional politician.

(See continuation Sheet)



1) Alben W. Barkley Museum pamphlet by Young Historian Association, Inc.
2) City of Paducah Order Books, City Hall.
3) "Here & There: A Search For The Past," by Jeannie Hinchey, The News^, 

Paducah, Kentucky, January 21, 1971, Pg.6
4) McCracken County Courthouse Records
5) VanHook, Joseph O., The Kentucky Story, Harlow Publishing Corp., 1964
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Robert C. Cherry, President n
ORGANI ZATION

_____Young Historians Association, Inc.  12-27-72
STREET AND NUMBER:

P. O. Box 587
CITY OR TOWN:

.'LEad.uc.ah..

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria arid procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State XX Local G

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ' ' '

/ffrty 6/^dgb
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Titie State Liaison Officer

January 17, 1Q73

eper of The National Register
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# 8 Statement of Significance

The political aspects of this landmark are studied and promoted by 
the Young Historians Association which owns the building. The Asso­ 
ciation, a non-profit organization, is a group of high school and junio 
high school students. With the assistance of their adult supervisors, 
they research the history of the items in the Museum, arrange exhi­ 
bits, guide visitors through the Museum, and promote interest in the 
history of the local region and its relationship to the broader features 
of American heritage.



ALBEN W. BARKLEY
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10.. ALBEN W. BARKLEY MUSEUM - Madison at 6th

GREATER PADUCAH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
P. O. Box 810 Paducah, Ky. 42001
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