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'5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box
X private X building(s)
— public-focal T district’
public-State site
T public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) .

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not incl. previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-Contributing
1 ' buildings
‘sites
structures
objects

1 Total

Number of contributing resources prewously
isted in the National Register

6. Functions or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE - restaurant

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE - restaurant

DOMESTIC -hotel

. COMMERCE/ TRADE - professional

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{Enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th & 20th C. Revivals: .Spanish Colonial
Revival =

Narrative Descnptxon
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property )

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.) »

__)g_ A Property is associated with events that have

made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

B  Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE

wals STUCCO _

roof CERAMIC TILE

- other CERAMIC TILE/WOOD/GLASS

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses hngh
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. . ‘

D Property has yielded; dr is likely to yield,
* information important in prehistory or history.
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Property is:

A owed by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative propérty.v 4

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property.)
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

'COMMERCE
'ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

Period of Signiﬁcance

1922 - 1950

Significant Dates

11922,1926, 1941

Significant Person
(Co'mp!ete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Stuart (B. Dudley) & Wheatley (Arthur)
[architects] - ’ .

William Blaisdell / Herb Johnson [builderé]

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the- books atticles, and other sources used in prepanng thls form )

Prev:ous documentateon on file (NPS).

____ preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
____‘previously listed in the National Register
___ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
____ designated a National Historic Landmark
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recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record#
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____University

Other

Name of repository:
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one

UTM References
(Place additional UTM References on a continuation sheet.)
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description ' ‘ ' ‘ -
(Describe the boundaries of the property.) The nominated property is focated in NE ‘/4 of Section G, Township 23 North, Range 8 East of the
Willamette Meridian in King County, Washington and is legally described as Lot 1-2-3, Block 3 of Taylor<‘ W. H 1“ supl plat of Snoqualmie
(also identitied as Tax Paroel No. 8571900075).

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected.) The nominated property constitutes the entire legal limits of the land area directly associated with
this historic resource. o .

11. Form Prepared By

namettitte - Cathy Wickwire, Historic Preservation Consultant (prepared for)

. organization . King County Landmarks & Heritage Program date . August 10,2001 .
street & number 506 Second Avenue, Room200° telephone  (206) 296-8636 - |
_city or town Seattle - : state WA . zip code 98014

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7 5 or15 mmute senes) |nd|catmg the propeny S Iocatlon
A Sketch map for historic dlstncts and properhes having large acreage or numerous resources.
B Photographs ,

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items _
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Propelty_ 0wner (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name ~ Susan & Dale Sherman (Rodkwood Properties, LLC)
street & number P.O.Box 2025 telephone  (425) 888-5775
city ortown Snoqualmie ' state WA zipcode 98065
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7. Narrative Description
The McGrath Hotel Building is a distinctive commercial building prominently situated at a major intersection of an
important historic thoroughfare within the historic commercial district of North Bend, Washington. It is oriented
directly toward North Bend Way, formerly the route of the Sunset Highway (and later the Cross-State Highway), the
historic highway route between western and eastern Washington, and the East Coast. The concrete and wood frame

' building was constructed in two separate stages between 1922 and 1926 and exhibits distinctive architectural

- features drawn from the Spanish Colonial Revival design mode, a particularly popular style during this era. The. .

- two-story structure measures épprox. 60’ x 75’ and includes a concrete foundation and a small basement level

- furnace room. A small one-story concrete wing {measuring approx. 40’ x 327) was added to the east side of the rear

elevation ¢.1950.

Building Site . -

The City of North Bend is located in eastern' King County in the Upper Snoqualmie River Valley, some four miles
above SnoqualmieFalls. The historic commercial district of North Bend is abouta half-mile north of the current
Interstate-90 freeway corridor. More than 100 years after its initial settlement, North Bend remains the easternmost -
full-service community on the west side of Snoqualmie Pass. ‘When first platted in 1889, the town site was already
defined by the long-established trail and pre-railroad era, wagon road route. The east to. west railroad right-of-way. -
was situated along the southern margin of the townsite. However, subsequent commercial development was .

- primarily oriented toward the old roadway rather than the railway route.

Although North Bend grew well beyond the initial nine-block plat, the commercial district remained centered on the
- old trail route and the streets closest to the railroad tracks, until the completion of the Interstate-90 freeway. Today,
the McGrath Hotel Building is part of a one and a half block concentration of main street commercial buildings -
dating from the 1910s through the 1940s. The nearby buildings exhibit varying degrees of integrity of materials and
design; however, they reinforce the integrity of the location and setting of the McGrath Hotel Building. The physical
organization of historic main street, including the orientation of the McGrath Hotel building at a major intersection
of the highway route, underscores the historic role of North Bend as a gateway between Puget Sound and the

Cascade Mountains.
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- Exterior

The first floor level of the eastern end of the building was initially constructed as a café building in 1922.. The café
building was subsequently expanded in 1926 to accommodate hotel facilities; with the construction of the two
westernmost bays and the addition of the entire second floor.level. By 1999, the building was deteriorated and the
upper floor level was unusable. A major rehabilitation project was undertaken in 2000-2001, in order to preserve -
and rehabilitate it. Today, the McGrath Hotel Building houses a restaurant and commercial office s;pace and despite

nearly 80 years of use and periodic remodeling efforts, it retains. its distinctive historic and architectural character.

The McGrath Hotel Building exhibits a typical commercial building form with a flat roof, a two-part fagade
composition and six structural bays on its principal north elevation or primary facade. The building is distinguished
by several well-preserved and notable Spanish Colonial Revival stylistic features. Nearly the entire exterior is clad
“with a rough stucco finish, which is painted an earthy yellbw hue based on an historic paint color analysis. A
stepped parapet feature distinguishes the building corners and includes decorative green diamond-shaped-tile details.
A highly decorative Spanish revival style pent roof, clad with metal barrel tile-type roofing and supported by heavy
wooden brackets, is situated on the north and east elevations. Original wooden, six-over-one, double-hung windows
(along with some in-kind replacement sash members) are situated in sets or individually throughout the upper floor

~ level. Sets of windows situated at the building corners include segmental arched headers. Two ornamental wrought
iron fire escapes are situated at the second floor level of the east elevation. The west elevation is fairly concealed by
adjacent buildings. The south (rear) elevation is very simply detailed with the stucco finish, fenestration and

window sash members exhibited on the principle elevations.

~ Prior to the recent rehabilitation project, exterior alterations had been essentially limited to the storefront openings
at the main floor level, while the upper floor level and structural bays remained unaltered. When the old highway
route was widened in 1941, the exterior of the McGrath was remodeled “along lines which will be modern to the
last degree” according to local newspaper articles. Historic photos show that thé modernization principally involved
the addition®of a corner entry to the café that included glass block accent details, typical of this era. The 1941
corner entry area was subsequently altered and further remodeled throughout the 1980s. Prior to rehabilitation, some

damaged portions of glass block remained in place.
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‘The recent storefront rehabilitation work involved the removal of the corner entry alterations, an obtrusive.vinyl

tube-type awning and modern white viny! sterefront windows. The new storefront design was based closely on
historic photographs (c.1938) of the original fagade and included the restoration of the two symmetrically placed
entrances, the repair.and restoration of transom windows that had been concealed during earlier remodeling efforts

and the restoration of two metal entrance canopies. The storefront level is dominated by large, wooden, fixed sash

“windows that are full bay width and include distinctive original eight-pane transom windows. Durfng-both the

Sunset and Cross-State Highway eras; the McGrath Hotel Building was known for a variety of dramatic neon signs,

- however all of the historic neon signage had been removed from the building prior to the rehabilitation project. Two

" modern neon signs, similar.in design to earlier historic signage, were installed at the storefront level as part of the .

rehabilitation work. . -

The one-story, wood frame, stucco-clad wing situated to the rear of the hotel building was rehabilitated and adapted

- to provide office space. A new commercial storefront, oriented to the adjacent side street, was constructed. This

rear wing (c.1951) replaced a smalier one-story shed addition, measuring 20 feet by 24 feet. A one-car garage,

measuring 12 feet by 18 feet had previously been situated to the rear of the original 1922 café building.

Interior - -

Several newspaper articles described the original interior features of the McGrath Hotel at the time of its initial

* construction. According to these accounts, the hotel lobby situated within the westernmost bay of the building,

featured a large glass storefront and contained a prominent brick fireplace with inset ornamental tiles of Arizona
scenes. Under the beamed lobby ceiling, a built-in registration desk served guests while a corner furnished with
wicker and cretonne was available for “the ladies.” Art linoleum laid in a large tile effect covered the floor and
drapes in tan.and gold hues were selected to set off the walls. An archway at the east wall of the lobby-(draped in
rich brown fabric) connected the lobby to the adjacent café/dining room space. In 1925-26, the café/dining room
space was also redecorated to harmonize with the newer part of the building. Decorated booths with gray painted
woodwork lined the maple dance floor. A large stairway at the rear of the hotel lobby led upstairs to the 19

guestrooms, which were painted in four different colors with driftwood gray woodwork and ivory enamel doors.
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* Varjous interior-remodeling projects altered the original public lobby, café/dining room and hotel spaces over the

years. In November 1938, Jack McGrath opened a new banquet room in time for the Thanksgiving Day trade. This
project entailed the enclosure of a large area of dance floor space and created a separate dining area from the café
space. This change also provided the hotel with one of the best-equipped saloons in the state. After Cecil and

Caroline Thompson purchased the building in 1951, they also made extensive alterations to the interior. The current

rear addition appears to have constructed at that time in order'to house their new “Patio Room” lounge, while the

- old lobby space served as a tavern. An accidental kitchen fire on July 25, 1968 damaged much of the main floor and

resulted in heavy smoke damage to the upstairs hotel rooms, requiring a $70,000 renovation. Prior. to the
rehabilitation project, the extensively altered restaurant/cafe space was entirely. walled off from the old hotel lobby,
which was by.then in use as a retail shop: The building had long ceased to operate as a hotel and the guestrooms and

corridors were by then seriously damaged and deteriorated.

While interior-remodeling projects did alter the original café, dining room and public lobby spaces over the years,

- several distinctive design features and portions of historic building fabric remain in place. The original beamed

lobby ceiling and distinctive brick fireplace with inset ornamental tiles of Arizona scenes are both well preserved

- within the old hotel lobby space, which is now in use as a wine bar. The old hotel lobby space is further = - -

distinguished by a prominent wooden stairway with open rails that leads to the upper floor corridor. Two roof

skylights [with multi-pane ceiling re-lights] allow natural light to filter into the upper floor level and down through

~ the stairwell to the old hotel lobby space. During the rehabilitation work, a landscape mural (that depicts what is

believed to be a nearby alpine lake).-was discovered in the ~spa<{e where the registration desk once was. The seriously
damaged mural has been protected and stabilized for future restoration. The original opening connecting the lobby
space and dining room (now in use as a high-quality restaurant) was restored and the interior spaces painted warm, .
earth tone colors. Heavily damaged remnants of stenciled ceiling plaster were discovered during rehabilitation in the
old café/dining room, but could not be preserved or restored.

The space that formerly housed the hotel manager’s office (including the original bathroom) is situated at the stair

landing level. It remains intact and in use for office purposes. The majority of the narrow hotel corridors and several
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original two-panel doors remain in place. The original 19 hotel guestrooms and bathrooms have been reconfigured

and adapted for current office and commercial uses.

The original McGrath Café area and the subsequent hotel dining room and café spaces were altered repeatedly over -

some seventy-five years of commercial operation. No intact historic building fabric remained in place prior to the
“recent rehabilitation project. The current restaurant dining room and modern kitchen facility were designed and -

constructed as part of the 2001 rehabilitation project. While designed in character with the adjacent and intact hotel

~lobby, these spaces do not include any historic features of significance. .

8. Statement of Significance ‘

The McGrath Hotel Building is significant for its associations with the history of highway and automotive
transportation in Washington State and the development of tourism, recreation and commerce in rural King County.
It is a particularly prominent architectural design feature within the historic commercial center of North Bend,
Washington and is an exceptional rural example of commercial architecture executed in the Spanish Colonial

Revival stylistic design mode.

_The history-of North Bend is closely tied to its strategic location as a gateway between Puget Sound ard the Cascade . -
Mountains. Transportation routes, including early foot trails, wagon roads, railroads, and historic as well as modern.. .

“highways, have shaped the physical growth and the economy of the community. Downtown North Bend and in
particular the McGrath Hotel Building continue to reflect the community’s long-time role as a provider of services

to the traveler.

Historic Context

In the mid-19th century, the area that would become downtown North Bend was part of a fertile, open prairie near
the upper Snoqualmie River. For generations, the native Snoqualmie people are believed to have camped here, near
the confluence of the three forks of the river and several miles above Snoqualmie Falls. From this protected place,
they could hunt, fish, and forage for berries and root crops. The Snoqualmie people had well-established trade and

travel routes linking this territory with other native groups on Puget Sound. They also used trans-mountain travel
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routes, included a foot trail over Snoqualmie Pass and a horse trail over Yakima Pass, which linked them with their
kinsmen, the Yakama people, on the eastern side of the Cascade Range.
Prospectors, railroad scouts, and military men were the first non-natives to explore the area around North Bend in

the 1850s. By the early 1860s, Euro-American settlers had discovered the prairie and its agricultural potential. Due

“toits strategic location, the North Bend area continued to serve as a travel crossroads for early settlers, as it had for

- ‘native inhabitants. The old native footpath ever Shoqualmie Pass terminated in what eventually became downtown

North Bend and-continued west as.a wagon road to Fall City and points beyond. A pack trail through the Cedar

« River Valley provided the most direct connection to the burgeoning community of Seattle. However, due to

‘topography and forested terrain, the North Bend area remained largely inaccessible to ecommerce until the arrival of -

the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railroad in 1889.

In February of that year, the original townsite was platted by early settlers William and Mary Taylor. First known as
Snoqualmie and then called Mountain View, the community was finally named North Bend, in reference to a nearby

bend in the Snoqualmie River. The McGrath Hotel Building is situated within the original plat and very near the

*site of the Taylors’ cabin. The town plat was.laid out in a nine-block grid adjacent to and north of the railroad right-

of-way and included four streets parallel to the tracks [First through Fourth], and four perpendicular streets [Sydney,

- Bendego, Main and Ballarat]. Subsequent plats over the next twenty years increased the town’s size and provided

real estate for nearby residential development. However, the commercial district remained physically contained-

within the original town plat and oriented along First Street (now known as North Bend Way) and Bendego Street,

the alignment of the old wagon road route.

Rail transportation encouraged the development of industries that utilized nearby and plentiful natural resources.
During the late 1890s and through the first decades of the 20th C., mining, timber harvesting, lumber mills-and
agriculture sustained the local economy. By 1906, the community boasted two hotels, three general stores, two
liveries, a sawmill, a Baptist church, and a grade school. In March of 1909, North Bend was incorporated as a
fourth class city, according to State statute. However, even by this relatively early date, a surprising number of

businesses catered to tourists and outdoor adventurers.
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After the completion of the transcontinental rail lines, train travel became the favored means of transportation over
the old winding wagon road that had long connected North Bend to Fall City, and thence to Seattle via two alternate
legs. With the advent of gasoline-powered motorized vehicles in the early twentieth century, there was a strong road
building impetus throughout the state of Washington. The final segment of State Highway 2, a graded and graveled
highway running through North Bend and over Snoqualmie Pass, was dedicated in 1915 after several years of
planning. State Highway 2 was a link or segment within the highly celebrated Sunset Highway route to Chicago. As
such, North Bend became a crucial stopping place for food; gas, and lodgirig before or after crossing the Cascade
Range. Like the older wagon road, the eastbound route of the Sunset Highway entered town on Fourth Street (along -
the approximate alignment of today’s SR 202) turned south onto Bendego Street, and then turned east onto First
Street heading toward the mountain pass. Subsequent improvements to the highway in the 1920s and 1930s. .

straightened and widened the road, into an entirely paved surface from Seattle to Snoqualmie Pass.

- During the 1920s and 1930s auto and tourist-related businesses, including the McGrath Café and Hotel, flourished
along North Bend’s two principal main streets, First and Bendego. Older business enterprises were adapted to meet
the needs of motorists, and new businesses emerged to handle the growing numbers of cross-state travelers. The
streets included a significant number of automotive service stations, the great majority of which are no longer
extant, as 'well as numerous lodging and restaurant establishments. New and more substantial-masonry and concrete
commercial buildings, most with architectural roots in revival styles and the Art Modeme, replaced the earlier small,
wood-frame, western falsefront buildings. Painted wall signs, marquees signs, and neon signs began to vie for the
passing motorist’s attention. Gradually, commerce associated with the Sunset Highway rivaled industries based on
natural resource extraction as the mainstay of the local economy. As local logging and milling operations declined
in the 1920s and 1930s, highway-related commerce sustained the community through the Depression years of the .

1930s and into the post-WWII automobile age.

Jack McGrath — McGrath’s Café History
The McGrath Café was one of the more ambitious business enterprises established during the Sunset Highway era.

Jack McGrath was born in England on December 1, 1885, and immigrated directly to Seattle with his parents, John
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and Winifred, when he was an infant. After attending Seattle College, now operated separately as Seattle

Preparatory School and Seattle University, McGrath entered the hotel business in 1902 and eventually became an

- experienced operator of cafes and hotels. Between 1905 and 1915, lie owned and/or managed several enterprises in

~ California, New Mexico and Arizona before returning to Seattle after which he operated a restaurant in connection

with the Skinner & Eddy Shipbuilding Corporation until 1920. McGrath was assisted in that operation by his

- broth er, Harry.

Tn April of 1920, McGrath and his wife, Merrill, inoved to North Bend and established the initial McGrath’s Café,

which was located at a mid-block site across the street from the subject property. Like many others, McGrath was - .
attracted to North Bend by the increased tourism along the Sunset Highway route. He leased the building and

purchased the contents of a prior restaurant business from North Bend Bakery owner, Carl E. Bellinger.

- Unfortunately, the café was destroyed by fire in the winter of 1922. Soon after, McGrath decided to build a larger

café at a more prominently situated corner site on two lots that he had previously purchased from John Rexton in -
September of 1921. By this time, the siteé was apparently vacant. However, an early wood-frame commercial

building that housed a bank, jewelry and watch repair shop had been situated there before 1910.

-By the spring of 1922, the new one-story McGrath-Café building was completed and in operation. It consisted of the

four easternmost bays of the first floor of the current building. In addition to serving the traveling public, the -
McGrath Café quickly became a popular meeting place for local residents, including teenagers and others who
danced and enjoyed music there. In 1923, the proprietor regularly advertised its 16-foot-long soda fountain, dining
room and dance floor along with its motto, “It’s a Pleasure to-Serve You.” Due to its success and to the continued

increase in tourism, McGrath announced plans in September of 1925 to expand the café building into a full service

hotel.! Two additional bays were built on the adjacent lot to the west to create a ground floor lobby area and a full

upper-story guestroom level was added. McGrath had purchased a third lot from Emil J. Siegrist in August of 1923,

apparently in anticipation of such an expansion.

1 “McGrath Will Build Hotel at North Bend,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, September 3, 1925, p. 1.
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Architectural Design - Stuart and Wheatley
The notable Seattle architectural firm of Stuart and Wheatley designed the hotel addition to include 19 well-

appointed hotel rooms and a two-room manager’s apartment, and reconfigured the original café space to include a

*more formal dining room adjacent to the hotel lobby. The choice of the distinctive Spanish Colonial Revival

architectural style for the building appears to be linked to Jack McGrath’s knowledge of the southwest, where he
had worked for ten years. This style was most commonly built in the southwest, particularly California and
Arizona, where Spanish Colonial building precedents existed. . The style gained wider popularity after the Panama-
California Exposition, held in San Diego in 1915, where elaborate Spanish Colonial Revival prototypes received
wide attention. The hotel interior was decorated in earth tones, in character with the exterior design, and several
hotel rooms included spectacular views of Mt. Si to the north. Local contractor William Blaisdell, with the

assistance of Herb Johnson, constructed the addition and completed the work ahead of schedule. .

The firm designed this café and hotel addition early in their seven-year partnership. Bertram Dudley Stuart was born

in London, England in 1885 and practiced in the Canadian cities of Edmonton and Vancouver before his arrival in

Seattle in 1918. In 1923, Stuart established a partnership with Arthur Wheatley, which lasted until 1930.2 The firm
was known for high quality residential and commercial projects, including several large apartment buildings and
hotels. - Seattle projects of particular note included the: Biltmore Apartments (1923-24), the Bergonian Hotel (1926,
now kno% as the Mayflower Hotel), the Exeter House Apartments (1927), and the Marlborough Apartments (1926-
27). The firm also designed private residences and apartment buildings that are more modest. Stuart and Wheatley
primarily employed Gothic and Tudor Revival stylistic features for these projects, making the design of the
McGrath Hotel somewhat of a departure from their typical work. These projects typically employed expensive
brick masonry veneers and terra cotta detailing in contrast to the simple stucco exterior of the McGrath Hotel. The
McGrath Hotel Building is the only project currently known to have been designed by this architectural firm within

a rural King County locale.

2+Rites set for B. Dudley Stuart, 92, Seattle Times. October 16, 1977, p. D6.
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After the dissolution of the partnership, Stuart practiced on his own during the 1930s before forming a professional

association with Robert L. Durham in 1941.- During the World War I, the noted Seattle architect Paul Kirk

* practiced in partnership Stuart and Durham. The ten-year collaboration ended in 1951, and Stuart practiced on his

own again until his retirement in the early 1970s due to failing eyesight. B. Dudley Stuart died in Seattle on October
13, 1977 at the age of 92. The full extent of Arthur Wheatley’s career after the dissolution of the partnership is not
cdrrently known. ‘However, city directories continued to list Wheatley through 1938. During this iime, he is known
to have completed the design for a feast one Works Progress Administration (WPA) project, the Colman Playground
Shelter House (1937-38). ‘

Hotel Building History

The construction of the new hotel in February of 1926 coincided with a period of increasing auto tourism along the
Sunset Highway and was completed “in time for the early spring travelers.” After the hotel unofficially.opened in
mid-February, the McGraths held formal opening festivities on March 2, 1926. These included a complimentary
evening buffet lunch for the community and music provided by Miss Queen’s Orchestra, a live three-piece band.
Through a newspaper notice, the McGraths had cordially invited the community to attend the festivities. Some 200
guests accepted the hospitality, toured the hotel and danced on the café’s maple dance floor from 8:00 p.m. until
midnight. Managed by Mr. and Mrs. McGrath, it was the largest and most modemn hotel in North Bend and the.
vicinity. Mr. McGrath’s brother, Harry, is known to have worked as the chef.

Within a week of the formal opening, another event of importance, a meeting of the King County Banker’s

Association, took place at the building on March 6, 1926. By the late 1920s, the hotel had become the leading place

.of public entertainment in this rural section of King County. During the 1920s and 1930s, it was also the site of

many local and regional meetings, including political sessions held by state legislators and county commissioners
that shaped the destiny of the Upper Snoqualmie River Valley. Jack McGrath, a member of the Elks and Eagles
fraternal organizations, was also one of the founders of the Commercial Club of North Bend and was considered one
of the town’s leading citizens and businessmen. By the late 1930s, the storefront level included numerous neon

signs, a tavern operated within a portion of the former lobby area and Jack McGrath opened a new banquet room,
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In the early 1940s, the Sunset Highway era ended with the completion of the new Cross-State Highway (also known -
as U.S. Route 10), the precursor to Interstate Highway-90. Due to related highway improvements, the look of North

Bend’s downtown commercial district changed rather dramatically. Construction of a four-lane, fully paved express

_highway from Seattle to Spokane began after the completion of the. Lake Washington floating bridge in July 1940.

‘While other neighboring towns were bypassed by the expanded highway corridor, North Bend was able to negotiate

an agreement to keep the highway alignment running through the heart of its downtown and retained its status as the

last provider of services to the motoring public west of the mountain pass. The new route eliminated the bend at

Bendego Street and the use of Fourth Street, and established a straight alignment along First Street (now W. North

- Bend Way).. In order to accommodate the modern roadway, First Street was substantially widened to create an = = -

eighty-foot wide arterial to eliminate traffic bottlenecks in downtown North Bend.

As aresult, in 1941 buildings on the north side of the street for a distance of some eight blocks were jacked up and
moved back thirty feet, courtesy of the State Highway Department. By the summer of 1942, the work was
completed and the new highway was opened to great acclaim. The highway widening and building relocations,
along with the ever-increasing use of the private automobile, seem to have had the immediate effect of revitalizing
downtown North Bend. As highway travel increased in the years after the World War 11, North Bend’s business
district prospered. New buildings were constructed,-and older buildings were updated. Over the following three

decades, North Bend’s cafes.and drive-in restaurants, tourist courts and motels, gas stations and garages, spread

-further and further to the east along the highway route. By night, distinctive neon signage illuminated the busy

thoroughfare, which was the only central business district remaining on the cross-state corridor.

~ The McGrath Hotel, situated on the south side of the expanded highway route did not require major alterations or

relocation. However, in response to the highway improvements, Jack McGrath renovated the exterior of his building -
in 1941 “along lines which will be modern to the last degree” (per the Snoqualmie Valley Record). Like many other
business owners, McGrath hoped that the “latest in signs” and the “most arresting of exterior finish” would entice.
the travelling public to stop. The McGrath Hotel was known for its dramatic signage, which became larger and

more elaborate over the years. Historic photographic images document numerous elaborate neon signs in place by .
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the late 1940s. The most dramatic was a twenty-foot high vertical sign, “North Bend’s Famous McGrath’s Café,”

that was prominently mounted near the northeast corner and required a rooftop superstructure for support.

In late May of 1944, the McGraths sold the hotel building to two couples, Gus and Grace Schmitt and C.L. “Les”

and Jewell A. Haines. After four months of ownership, the Schmitts transferred their ownership share to the Haines,

. who continued to own and operate the hotel and restaurant for the next seven years. During this time, the Haines

retained the property’s original name. On February 22, 1951, a local newspaper article announced that new owners,
Cecil “Cec” and Caroline Thompson, would take over the “famous landmark on the Sunset highway.” Several

months of negotiations resulted in a purchase agreement, which became effective on April 2, 1951. This agreement
included the acquisition of the building as well as all furniture, fixtures and equipment associated with the hotel and

restaurant business. The business was renamed the Thompson Hotel and Café.

- Cecil Thompson was a native of North Bend, born in 1916 into a family of restaurateurs. During the 1930s, his

father, Roy, operated Thompson’s Café, a successful lunchroom, in the former dining room of the McClellan Hotel, -
located at the northwest corner of First Street and Bendego Street in downtown North Bend. When his successful
café was left a half-block off the new highway alignment, Roy E. Thompson wisely acquired a vacant property at -
the southeast corner of First and Bendego and had a new building constructed in a spare, streamlined Art Moderne
design mode. He opened his new Thompson’s Café (later known as the Mar-T Cafe) in 1941 and operated it for.
three years before selling it to his son in the summer of 1944. Cecil Thompson ran the restaurant for a short time .
until he was drafted into Army near the end of World War 11. Durihg his absence, it was necessary for his wife,

Caroline, to take over the business.

After purchasing the McGrath Hotel Building, the Thompsons immediately went to work on their plans for
extensive alterations, which included redecorating the dining room, remodeling the kitchen, and sprucing up the
hotel rooms. They converted the famous “McGrath’s” sign to read “North Bend’s Hotel Thompson Café.” They
also transferred furniture and equipment from their former business. On April 26, 1951, the Thompson formally

opened the renovated Thompson Hotel and Café, which featured the “sparkling new Patio Room.” The Thompsons -
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continued to operate the hotel and restaurant business until 1962 when they sold the restaurant operation, which then

became known as the Homestead Restaurant.

In 1967, Keith Rogers and Keith Williams took over the restaurant and bar operation. Keith Rogers had gained:
extensive experience working in the North Bend restaurants operated by his parents, Ken and Dori Rogers. The
following year on July 25, 1968, an accidental fire started in the kitchen and quickly spread to the réstaurant before
the fire department was able to bring it under control. The business did not reopen until early October .l 968 aftera -
major reconstruction and renovation. It was during this time that Rogers acquired full ownership of the hotel -

property from the Thompsons.

Asearly as the 1950s, the sheer volume of cross-state traffic through the town had become a problem for the
community and by the mid-1960s, downtown North Bend was an infamous bottleneck with oné of Interstate-90’s
only traffic lights between Seattle and Boston. Plans for a by-pass freeway around North Bend finally became a
reality in the late 1960s with a proposed completion date in the mid-1970s. In the early 1970s, in order to attract
more of the motoring public and become a regional destination, North Bend merchants selected a Swiss Alpine
motif as a way to create a unified theme to downtown architecture. Several businesses completed fairly extensive
exterior remodeling projects adding projecting gables, balconies, and Alpine-styled woodwork while others adopted
somewhat modest interpretations of the theme. The exterior of the McGrath Hotel Building was not significantly
altered, although during this period the hotel ceased to operate and the lobby space (which had been functioning as a

bar) was adapted to a retail space.

In 1978, the modern Interstate-90 freeway route was completed a half-mile to the south entirely bypassing the old
highway route and the déwntown commercial district. Not surprisingly, many of North Bend’s gas stations, |
restaurants, and motels suffered economically or went entirely out of business. The business community struggled
through the 1980s at the same time that the regional and local lumber industry suffered a dramatic decline. By the
early 1990s, commercial investment and development had shifted to sites adjacent the modern freeway route and the
historic commercial district was in serious decline. In 1995, the city of North Bend initiated a local hAistoric

preservation program in association with the King County Landmarks and Heritage Program.
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While restaurant and retail businesses remained in operation until the late 1990s, the upper floor guestrooms and -
corridors of the McGrath Hotel Building had become severely deteriorated. In early 2000, Dale and Susan Sherman
purchased the McGrath Hotel Building and undertook a major rehabilitation project.in conjunction with numerous

other historic preservation projects within the historic commercial district.

Today, the preserved and rehabilitated MéGrath Hotel Building is-a particularly distinctive feature within the
historic commercial district of North Bend, Washington. The concrete and wood frame building, constructed in two
separate stages between 1922 and 1926, continues.to convey its associations with the history of highway
development and automotive transportation in Washington State and the growth of tourism, recreation and
commerce in rural King County. It exhibits distinctive architectural features drawn from the Spanish Colonial

Revival design mode and is an exceptional example of rural commercial architecture in King County, Washington.
9. Bibliographic References

Historic Resource Survey -and Inventory of Downtown North Bend, Washington, including Appendix A: Overview
History of Downtown North Bend, and Appendix B: Bibliography. Florence K. Lentz, Principal Investigator. King County
Landmarks and Heritage Program, September, 1998.

Survey and Inventory of Downtown North Bend Historic Resources (1997/98), Historic Property Inventory Forms.

Florence K. Lentz, Principal Investigator. King Couﬁty Landmarks and Heritage Program.
‘King County Assessor’s Property Record Cards, Puget Sound Regional Archives, ¢.1940-1972.
North Bend Telephone Directories, 1959-1998.
Polk’s Seattle Directories, 1916-1959.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, 1911, 1926, and 1930.



NPS Form 10-800a ’ (:
(Rev. 8-86)

OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet - [McGraTH CAFE & HOTEL, KING COUNTY, WA ]

Section number 7-8-9 Page 15 of 16

Snoqualmie Valley Museum Historic Photograph Collection.

“Jack McGrath.” C.B. Bagley. History of King County Washington, Volume IV. Chicago & Seattle: The S.J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1929, pp. 57-58.

Ochsner, Jeffrey Karl, ed. Shaping Seattle Architecture, A Historical Guide to the Architects. Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 1994.

Newspaper Articles

“McGrath’s” Advertisement, North Bend Post, June 29, 1923, p. 1.
“McGrath’s” Advertisement, North Bend Post, September 7, 1923, p. 1.

“McGrath Will Build Hotel at North Bend,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, September 3, 1925, p. 1.

“Make Progress on Hotel,” Snpqualmie Valley Record, November 19, 1925, p. 1.

“New North Bend Hotel Will Open Next Month,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, January 21, 1926, p. 1.

“McGrath Hotel to Open Unofficially Saturday.” Snoquaimie Valley Record, February 18, 1926, p. 1.

“To Hold Formal Opening of New Hotel Tuesday,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, February 25, 1926, p. 1.

“New McGrath Hotel” Advertisement, Snoqualmie Valley Record, February 25, 1926, p. 3.

“Crowd at Opening of North Bend Hotel,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, March 4, 1926, p. 1.

“McGrath’s Hotel & Café” Advertisement, Snoqualmie Valley Record, March 4, 1926, p. 4.



NPS Form 10-900a

OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet - [McGraTH Caré & HoTEL, KING COUNTY, WA ]

Section number 7-8-9 Page 16 of 16

“Completion of Banquet Room at Hotel McGrath,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, November 17, 1938, p. 1.

“Cross-State Ass’n Meets,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, November 17, 1938, p. 1.

“North Bend’s Face-Lifting Operations Under Way,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, April 17,1941, p. 1.

“McGrath Hotel Sold to Cec Thombsons,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, February 22, 1951, p. 1.

“Thompson’s Hotel and Record Office Now Open in N.B.,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, April 26, 1951, p. 1.

“Thompson’s Café and Hotel” Advertisement, Snogualmie Valley Record, April 26, 1951, p. 9.

“Flames Gut North Bend’s Homestead Café; 35 Flee,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, August 1, 1968, p. 1.

“Homestead reopens, Same Name, New Look,” Snoqualmie Valley Record, Oct ber10, 1968, p. 1.

“Rites set for B. Dudley Stuart, 92,” Seattle Times, October 16, 1977, p. D6.

“B. Dudley Stuart,” Seattle Times, October 16, 1977, p. F2. -

Corsaletti, Louis T. “Truck stop marks 50 years,” Seattle Times, June 2, 1991, p. B1.

‘Lewis, Peter. “Caroline Thompson, 80; setbacks never stopped her,” Seattle Times, June 3, 1996, p. B6.

Beers, Carole. “Cecil Thompson, popular North Bend restaurateyr,” Seattle Times, March 22, 1999, p. B6.
Deeds

C.E. Bellinger & wife to Jack McGrath, Lease, June 21, 1920. Volume 40, Book Ls., Page 300.

3 C.E. Bellinger & wife to Jack McGrath, Bill of Sale, June 21, 1920. Volume 63. Book Misc., Page 606.



NPS Form 10-800a Q* C

. OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev, 8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet - [McGraTH Cart & HoTeL, KING COUNTY, WA ]

Section number 7-8-9 Page 17 of 16

John Rexton to Jack McGrath, Warranty Deed, October 20, 1921. Volume 1149, Book Deeds, Page 576.
Emit J. Siegrist to Jack McGrath, Warranty Deed, September 10, 1923. Volume 1212, Book Deeds, Page 376.
Roy E. Thompson to Cecil & Caroline Thdmpson, Lease, July 20, 1944. Volume 99, Book Ls., Page 315.

Jack McGrath to Gus Schmitt and C.L. Haines, Warranty Deed, November 14, 1946. Volume 2537, Book Deeds, Page
394.

~ Gus Schmitt to C.L. Haines, Assignment of Real Estaté Contract, November 14, 1946.  Volume 2537, Book Deeds, = -
Page 395.

C.L. Haines & Jewell A. Haines to Cec.il R. Thompson et ux, Real Estate Contract, April 7, 1951. Volume 3037, Book
Deeds, Page 625.

 Cecil R. Thoi;;pson et ux to Keith A. Rogers, Real Estate Contract, Septémber 27, 1968. Volume 5149, Book Deeds,
Page 119.



‘ NORTH BEND QUADRANGLE ‘

’ WASHINGTON-KING .
McGRATH CAFE & HOTEL 7.5 MINUTE: SORIES (TOPOGRAPHIG
101 W. NORTH BEND WAY |
NORTH BEND, WA 98045 i

| ‘
FALL CITY 8 M!.
471 3 W SNOQUALMIE 2.6 M. 1592 ;

L

Teee

2 )
. .
.

=R e

I
[Tp—
|

(T ]
L

%

4
-———

TRl 5 e Gt e o s %,
. ) Primacy highway, Light-duty road, haed or N q%)
Compiled from serial photographs taken 1952. Revised from serial y .,
taken 19668 and other sources. Field checked 1990 hard surface... improved surface 9%
Map edited 195 Secondary highway. . %
1927 North American Detum (NAD 271. Proyection and haed surface. — Unimpeoved 1080 sxaaczses

mmcr&mwwtmﬁm Ol«lersmekou(e g'l;U.S.Roule ¢ jState Route

Biue 1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercstor ticks, rone 10
North Americsn Detum of 1933 (NAD 63} is shown by dashed \
comer ticks. The velues of the shift between NAD 27 snd NAD 83 yus Gau AND 1983 MAGHETIC NOATH NORTH BEND, WASH.

for 7.5-mirwste lntecsactions are given in USGS Bulletin 1875 DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHECT ANND1-TF024
There may be private inholdings within the boundsries of the

National or State reservations shown on this map @...m" o nate ’ 1933
Teavol within the Cader River Watershed & restricted

DMA 1678 N NE-SERES VeIl



McGRATH CAFE & HOTEL
@ | o1s ¥ /|9 )\ |TAYLOR’S 15T ADDITION
-_ A LOT: 1-3 BLOCK: 3
; e/ Tax lot: 8571900075
‘/ e N ‘'3
N x4 o YP R :
.'..595.5 G a¥g . 7 3746
3 "%{31’ Nl l /01\6 ] AC?"
qf\(:. * 11 q o\] 0\
§%5:\ le‘l‘bl 2¢ v\o( N $1.66
w X !.Vi. . ¢ ° o o N :
Rlw i3 .
9 ‘3:'. .'\: e m (4©° 220 . __ 140 ...
o ‘ : T
9 v \Jo ‘EL * E o E_ o
. z*g ) . STATE T4 CITy OF NORTH BENDL 93/
Q
kA S(N:"'" " - ) ~ " o ..
C o3 |
:3 kg/a 11| 10 8 |76 15
: E"?I //, 3 |
N :’ R [} :.-n
& Egé L O i. v”
¢ v‘kg. |
< < Pl a® on® [0% io&‘ gro
§.:- X ANl P\ ' fo\ ' b [
g .
N .
I\L ShHe *50°2: !
- .y
__,,..\-——-—-7 - ‘
Sl2S8. i Sou )30.00 O /17.50 se
o 30 :J 20 Y q\ N N :
1 8 ¢ 9 ) | )
; l \ ® l g ;3 " ;2 fo]e)
; 1 /\ * +, °9%0 /
18 S - !.i ~Q~—h‘$5’§" - -
t/, Vo N55° 51\5,9"w W T T
ﬁ' J \ . . ‘e ‘q ‘ - A -
a

McGRATH CAFE & HOTEL
101 W. NORTH BEND WAY
NORTH BEND, WA 98045

PLAT MAP
NOT TO SCALE




Ves

NORTH BEND WAY

\

el

McGRATH CAFE & HOTEL

!_

1951 One-Story Addition

f

!

\h—-.

—

-
A

MAIN AVENUE

McGRATH CAFE & HOTEL

101 W. NORTH BEND WAY
NORTH BEND, WA 98045

SITE PLAN
NOT TO SCALE



