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Site Name
Village/Town/City 
Street Address
Legal 1 ocation

Urban: 
Rural :

UTM Location: zon 
Owner(s) Name — He
Owner(s) Address

Use? prAcpnf fYmrH-

CRIPTION

Date of Constructi 
Building Type: Dsir

Howard County Courthouse
Cresco Tou*n«hiP
Elm St. between N. Park Place

County Howard
and S. Park Place '

OT Park Addn Courthouse Square
subdivision block 
township range

e 15 pnqtiprj 571500 pn r thipr)t

T&rard Crmnt-y Rnamd of Snp^Ttri sor
rVe»c:r

(Street address) (City)

miictfa original

on 1R7Q-188nArchiteet/Builder
igle family dwelling Qmultiple fami

parcel subparcel 
section -^ 1/4 *ection-l/4 section

ffl02~Q6Q. ArrpnQeless than 1

n Towa ^71 Ifi
(State) (Zip)

acr

B.D. Evpringham & J.L.Har low, Arch
ly dwelling a commercial

Oindustrial Qeducational Dot her institutional ^public Dreligious Qagricultural
11. Exterior Walls: Qclapboard Dstone S'brick D board * batten Qshingles Dstucco 

Dother
12. Structural System: Qwood frame with interlocking joints

Dwood frame with light members (balloon frame) Qmasonry load-bearing walls 
Diron frame Dsteel frame with curtain walls Dreinforced concrete 
D other_______________

13. Condition- Qexcellent Dgood ^fair [^deteriorated 
14-. Integrity: ^original site D moved-if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable 
features of building and site: There are two additions to the original building -

no date. One conpletely surrounds one side, the other fills in a corner -
Interior extensively altered.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Dbarn Dother farm structures
Dcarriage house D garage Dprivy Dother —————————————————————————

16. Is the building endangered' Mno Dyes-if so, why? ———————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: Qopen land D woodland Qscattered outbuildings 
Ddensely built-up D commercial D industrial Dresidential Dother_________

18. Map 19. Photo
Roll Frame .View



SIGNIFICANCE (indicate sources of information for all statements)

2O. Architectural Significance
CJa. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
D b. Contributing structure DC. Not eligible/intrusion

One of Iowa's few remaining courthouses in the Italianate tradition, 
although cotpromised with unfortunate additions.

21. Historical Significance Theme (e)
Key .structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

D b. Contributing structure DC. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county 
government, and of the political power and prestige derived from the 
community's status as the county seat. As center of county government, 
an Iowa town was reasonably assured of economic and population growth , 
and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county 
courthouse represents a significant public investment in a structure 
built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument as 
sociated with the historical importance of county organization and de 
velopment.

See Continuation Sheet

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication:
author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa. Chicago: Andreas
Atlas Co., 1875. 

Pratt, Leltoy G. The Counties and Courthouses of Iowa. Mason City, Iowa:
Klipto Printing and Office Supply Co., 1977. 

Stanek, Edward and Jacqueline. Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses.
Des Moines: Wallace-Homestead Book Co., 1976. 
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HOWARD COUNTV

In the middle of the nineteenth century, a stranger ta Howard 
Countv asking for directions to the county seat, may have been 
answered^fingers pointing in every direction. Although it was not 
the mSity opinion of citizens of Chickasaw County five or six people 
Detitioned the county judge for the organization of Howard County. 
Because the Judge did not know the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but Te truA he ordered an election to consider this request on uly
LIU.I Ullv *•* **fc**t • ^» . __ _ _..*««41** r*/-»/^OT^TOn

five miles directly west of Cresco.
But the community of New Oregon had sprung up two mJes down 

the Turkey River from Vernon Springs and decided unilateral!, that it 
wo JdTe a,e best site for the courthouse. A committee was appointed 
to consider all prospective sites. The committee traveled to New Ore 
gon to Worm the residents of that town that they had won £e 
decision but a determined Vernon Springs delegation met the 
co™ee before the announcement was -de Being strong-minded 
mid determined, the committee irrevocably decided to locate uie 
county sea?™ a place called Pikes Peak, a bluff half way between 
Ve^non Springs and New Oregon. Both cities accepted ^ decision 
and cooperated in building a courthouse at Pikes Peak, m February.

18By 1865. the structure had become unfit to house county ofe"™* 
Vernon Springs and New Oregon again offered and counter-offered to

~»'~?Jtt^~^£^Z~i
courthouse burned down. The Iowa legislature, meanwhile, passed a±M=£=3:sssa-'=s

courthouse in 1879, in the center of town, to become the 
nprmanp.nt hnmfi of r.nuntv government.

— from Stanek, Edward, and Jaoqueline Stanek, 
Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses. Des 
Moines: Wallace-Homestead Book Co., 1976.

96


