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MH TEG LR S GNH CANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The six large mill conplexes which conprise the Quequechan Valley Mills Historic
District are located along the west shore of the Quequechan River as i tflows into
South Watuppa Lake. The mills date between 1882 and 1908 and are constructed of

granite except for the large brick Stevens conplex at the southern edge of the

district. . AT

O principal architectural significance are the( four jnills on either side of
Quequechan Street in the northern part of the dix"t*ict—the Barnaby (1882),

Parker (1895), Arkwright (1897) and Davis (1902 and 1908). Although sinple and
utilitarian in design, tj*yachieve a monimentality because of their dense group-
ing, large scale, roughfgranit® block construction and cohesiveness as an ensenbl e.
This part of the district,J*s-*artially landscaped and the buildings are largely
intact and well-maintained. Tw one-story tan brick offices located at each end

of the Arkwright-Davis plants have also survived and are notable for their detailing

and contrasting small scale. (GONTI NJED)

HSTGRCAL SGNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what causedit
and how it affected coramunity; be specific).

The Quequechan Valley Mills Historic District was the last major area in Fall River
to be developed for industrial use and contains the city's largest concentration of
late 19th and early 20th century mills. These mills are notable because of their
| arge spindle capacity and specialized product line and also because they remained
in use for textile manufacturing |onger than most,of the city's mill facilities.

The flat, dry land along the west bank of the Quequechan River near South Watuppa
Lake was the last areaalong the river to be utilized for mill construction. Despite
its renoteness from the city center, the location was attractive by the late 19th
century because large tracts were still available close to water supplies and con-
venient to the O d Colony Railroad, which ran spur lines to many of the mill

conpl exes. The area was also close to Flint Village, an already dense residential

area from which mi |l operatives could be drawn.

The first mill to locate here was Fall River Spool and Bobbin, a small specialty '
conpany organized in 1875. No significant structures remain intact from this once A
prosperous firm  The first of the district'ssix large mill conplexes was the x

Bar naby Manufacturing Conpany (later the Shawnut), which erected itstwo granite
mlls in 1882. The 1883 Atlas shows only the Barnaby, Fall River Spool and Bobbin,
the A.J. Davis and Brothers Whol esale Provision Dealers, and three houses.

Devel opnment activity intensified during the period 1890-1910, the last major phase
of mill building inFall River. Wthin tw decades, the city nearly doubled (QONTI NJED)

B Bl GEFAHY and/ or REFEHENES

city of Pall River, Oficeof H storicPreservation (lnventory Files) Yy

Corporate Millyard Plans: (1920) - Available for the Stevens, Arkwright, Shawrut,
Davis, Hargraves #2 & #3, and ParKker
Fall River City Directories

Fenner, Henry M History of Fall River, Mass., conpiled for the Cotton Centennial
(Pall River, 1911)
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Continuation) ' o

The granite mills areall fine exanples of late 19th andearly 20th century mill
architecture i nFall River. Their straightforward design andlack of ornamentation
can be attributedt oincreased econonic competition andnore stringent fire and safety
regul ations, which favored theuseof mill specialists or engineers rather than
architects i nt hedesign process. Characteristic features include the |owpitched
roofs andwi de overhanging cornices with single wooden brackets. Granite blocksare
generally rough cut and are set i nrandom courses with parged joints. More finished
bl ocks areused only for corner quoins andlintels except i nthecase of t he Barnaby,
where thestreet ends of thetwomain buildings areconstructed of finished blocksset
in courses.

The mills illustrate atrend toward wider mills, which allowed for better placement of
machi nery andnore efficient operation. Like nost mills of the1860's and 70's, t he
early (1882) Barnaby Mill #1i sonly 72" wide. | ncontrast, the 1892 and 1893 Har graves
mlls arel27' wide, theParker (1895) i s 150" wide, theArkwright (1897) 125" wide, and
the twoDavis Mills of 1902 and 1908 area full 150" wide.

Also typical of theperiod i sthetrend toward |arger wi ndows which were needed t o allow

light into theincreasingly wide mills. Theearliestmll, theBarnaby, illustratesthe
change fromt he 12/ 12doubl e-hung sash favored i nearlier years t oa newer sash type,
the T-cross, i nwhich heavy mullions divide thew ndow into four parts. | ntheeven

| arger T-cross windows of t heHargraves, Parker, Arkwright andDavis, openings have
between 6/15 and 6/ 24 small panes on each side of thecenter mullion—or a total of

as many as 60 panes per wi ndow—with t heupper stories generally having smaller openings.
The contrast between thethin white wooden sash muntins andt herough granite wallsi s
an important part of themill aesthetic, andthe Quequechan Valley district i snotable
for thelarge proportion of buildings i n which theoriginal sash hasremained i n place.

Two of thefour granite mills i nthenorthern part of thedistrict, theArkwight and
Davis, arethewrk of thesane contractor, Chauncy H, Sears, a mason andbuilder who «
specialized inmills. Their parallel siting andsimilarity of scale andstyle contribute
to t hecohesiveness of the site.

Sears al so desi gnedthe 1901 portionof the StevensM I, a conplexwhich nerits
attention as an excell ent exanpl e of 1890's brick m Il architecture,. Characteristic
features includethelarge segnental -arched wi ndows with brick relieving arches, w de
bracket ed corni ces and | ow pitched roofs. The Stevens conpl exincludesa | arge numnber
of | ow scal eone- and two-story buil di ngs spread out over a largeparcel, andin terns
of the nunber of buildings and the acreage i s one of thelargestinFall River. The

bui | di ngs are general |y i ntact except for t he sash. . y

The Cluequechan Valley Mills Historic District represents Fall River's largest
concentration of late 19thandearly 20th century mills, i nthelast major area
devel oped for industrial use, andfor thenonumentality andintactness of its
functional granite construction. The District meets criteria AandCof the
National Register.

- ' R X - . LI e - LRV

Ay%-

<
\

MoV



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Carnuni ty: Foi TO Nob:

. See
MASSACHJEETTS HISTORICAL (CM{ISSON Fal | River, Mass. omners' Li st
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name: Quequechan Valley Mlls
Historic District

Indicate each item on inventory form vAich is being continued belcw.

.HI$TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Qon.tinuation) - {}/
its spindle capacity. OF theeight large newtextile conplexes built during those

twenty vyears, four were located within t he Quequechan Valley Mills Historic District:

the Stevens (1892), Parker (1895), Arkwright (1897), andDavis (1902). | n addition,

the Hargraves Conpany, established i n1888 onthenorth side of ther " Af! nne S,
expand into this area anderected two massive newmills, #2 and#3, m 1892 and 1893. .

By 1910t hespindle capacity of thesix mills i nthedistrict was approxi mately ,
293,000, or 8%~of thecity's total of 3,665, 864.

The period 1890-1920 was one of increasing specialization within theFall River textile
industry, asthecity yielded t osouthern competition i nthearea of simple print cloth
production. Thetrend away from plainer andcourser goods t otheproduction of finer
fabrics i sexemplified by theoutput of t he Quequechan Valley District mlls._ The .
Arkwright manufactured cotton cloth andalso "specials," theBarnaby "fine ginghans,

the Hargraves and Parker "fine cotton goods," theDavis "fine cottons andfancy goods, |

and the Stevens—the nost specialized of t hegroup—produced satins, marseilles and;
crochet quiltings andcotton andlinen damask.

Despite increasing competition, theyears followingWerld Var | brought great prosperity
to Fall River. Intheearly 20's, conpanies reached record |evels of production, wages,
enpl oynent andprofits. 1 n1923, theyear before themills began t oclose, thecity's
output was estimated at 2,000 mles of cloth daily, with theindustry enploying 30, 000.
In 1920t hespindle capacity of thesix Quequechan Valley mlls was 438,385, or 11% of
the total. COF thesix, thelargest by far was t heDavis, which with 130,368 spindles
was thefifth largest single mill conpany in Fall River.

The decline of thetextile industry i nthemd-1920's has been attributed t oa nunber

of factors including a decrease i ncotton exports, increase i nthecost of rawmaterials,
a dull domestic market, andcompetition from southern mills, which hadnore efficient
machi nery, |ower |abor costs andfewer union problems. After thestock market collapse
in 1929, many plantswhich hadsurvived themd-20"s were liquidated. | n1936forthe
first time i n65years, thecity's total nunber of spindles was Iess than 1,000, 000.

By theendof t heDepression, there were only 17 textile plants still m operation.

Al thoughal | of the Quequechan Valley mills were eventuallyreorgani zed or taken over by
ot her conpani es, they continuedi ntextile-producing uselonger than nost. The Parker
took over theHargravesM I ls i n 1922 andi n 1931 becane part of Berkshire Fine Spinning
Associ ates, a horizontal merger of five NewEngl and fine goods mlls inseveral states.
Inthelate 1920's, Berkshire, inconjunction with United Merchants and Manufacturers,
al so fornedt he General Cotton Corporation, whichtook over theDavisMIIls in 1930.-
Inthelate 1920' s Arkwri ght becane part of United Merchants and Manuf acturers. I n

1917 t he Bar naby was t aken over by t he new y or gani zed Shawrut Conpany, which conti nued

inoperationuntil theearly 1940's. The Stevens renmi ned i noperation as the Stevens
Manuf acturi ng Conmpany until theearly 1950's. N

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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I N\VENTCRY (Listed Al phabetically by Mill Nane)

Arkwright Mill

The conpany was incorporated i n 1897with a capital of $450,000 for the production of
cotton cloth, oddgoods and specials. Original officers included Joseph A Bowen,
president, andJohn P. Bodge, treasurer. The capacity of the mill when i t openedi n
1898 was 36, 000 spindles and 900 | ooms, a nxinber which increased t 068,432 spindles

and 1,451 loons i n 1920. The conpany was reincorporated i nthe late 1920's as t he
Arkwright Corporation under the United Merchants andManufacturing GConpany. The single
4-story granite mill was constructed i n 1897 by contractor C H Sears andhas t he
large scale, wide proportions (395 X 125') andlarge wi ndows (6/18 and 6/21T-cross"
sash) characteristic of the later granitemlls. -

Barnaby Manufacturing Co. (later Shawmut Mills) .*

The Barnaby Manufacturing Co., incorporated i n 1882, was the first mill to be established
within this district. | twas capitalizedat $300,000, produced fine ginghams, and had
as officers Sinmeon B. Chase, president, and Stephen B. Ashley, treasurer. 1 nl1l883 the
mill had 15,000 spindles and 500 | ooms. | twas taken over in 1917 by the Shawnut Mills
and i n 1920 had 10,000 spindles for the production of tire fabric yarn. The major
buildings i nthe conplex are of granite andinclude the main mill of 1882 (290' X72'),
Mill #1Afor storage (1882) (160" X 40'), Mill #2 (1882) (270" X 200'), andthe rear
finishing building (1888) (100" X 120'). " - . :

Davis Mills " "o

The Davis Mills was incorporated with $500,000 capital in 1902for the manufacture of
fine cottons andfancy goods. Original officers included Leontine Lincoln, president
(also president of the Parker Mills) andJ. Bion Richards, treasurer. 1 n1903 the
single m |l had 40,000 spindles and 1, 000 | ooms. The second mill was erected i n 1908
and i n 1913 capacity hadrisen t 0130,368 spindles and 2,442 loonms. | n1920the Davis

was the fifth largest single mll conmpany i nFall River. After 1905 capital was

$2.5 million. The plant was acquired i n 1930by the General Cotton Supply Corporation.
The twoinmpressive 3-story granite mill buildings were erected by contractor C H Sears
and are simlar instyle tothe 1897 Arkwright mill, also by Sears. 'They are largei n

scale and have the wide proportions (355 X 160' and 435 X 160') and | arge w ndows
(6/18 and 6/ 24 T-cross sash) characteristic of the later granitemills. e

Hargraves Mills #2 and#3

The Hargraves mills was organized i n 1888with $400,000 capital, an amount increased t o
$800,000 i n 1892. The original president was Reuben Hargraves andfirst treasurer was
Benjamin B. Read. The conpany produced fine cotton goods. Theoriginal 1888milli s
located on Quarry Street outside the district andoriginally had 36,000 spindles.

Mlls #2 and #3 were constructed i n 1892 and 1893 and t he conpany reached a peak

capacity of 116,498 spindles and 2,901 |oons about 1920. Themill was taken over by
Parker in 1922. The twoHargraves mills within the district are large, 3-story granite
structures measuring 480" X 127" (#2) and 310" X 127" (#3). They have large w ndows with
6/15 T-cross sash. Mill #3 i s unusual inhaving abrick endfacing Brayton Avenue.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Parker M11ls Cy . y

The Parker Mills was incorporated in 1895for the production of fine cotton goods. The
original capital of $450,000 was eventually increased to $2,750,000. Thefirst president,
Leontine Lincoln, was also president of the Davis Mills; the first treasurer was Seth A
Borden. The original capacity of 45,160 spindles and 1, 000 oons increased to 48, 968
spindles and 1, 088 | oons by 1920, not counting those at the Warren, Rhode I|sland plant

built in 1899. I n1922 Parker Mills took over Hargraves, andin 1931 the nerged conpany
was acquired by the Berkshire Fine Spinning Associates. Themain granite building of
1895 was a combination mill andweave shed, divided into 2- and3-story sections measuring

400' X 150" in total. The 1895auxiliary buildings andlater granite cloth room also
remain.

Shawmut Mills (incorporated in 1917) See Barnaby. -

Stevens Manufacturing Conpany -+ H,. . ¥ e

The Stevens Manufacturing GConpany was incorporated in 1892 with $250,000 capital, an
anount |ater increased to $1.2 million. The conpany produced satins, marseilles and """
crochet quiltings andcotton andlinen damask. The spindlieage in the first 1892
buildings was about 8,000, which by 1913 hadincreased to 23,000. Frank Stevens served
as first president andGeorge H Hills asfirst treasurer. The 1892 buildings included
3mlls (66° X200, 73 X 170" and 73 X 85) andsix auxiliary buildings, generally
of brick. The conpany added a second group of seven buildings, also mostly brick,

in 1901, with C H Sears as contractor. These included the two-story preparation
building (276 X 144') as well as a weave shed, storehouse, bleachery, and finishing
house (266' X 95'). The Stevens is oneof the largest conplexes in the city in nunber
of buildings, although they are generally low-scale andspread out over a |arge parcel.
The principal buildings have the characteristic arched windows, with brick relieving
arches, wide overhanging bracketed cornices, andlow-pitched roofs.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Hurd, Hamilton, History of Bristol County, Mass. (Philadelphia, 1883) p. 323
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QUEQUECHAN VALLEY M LLS .
H STORI C DI STRI CT

LEGAL DESCR PTI ON

Beginning at a point which forms the north corner of the
intersection of Warren and Quequechan Streets, thence
running west, northwesterly 592.16 feet t o a point, thence
running northeasterly 467.50 feet t o a point, thence

running north, northeasterly 969.57 t o a point, thence
running east, southeasterly 388feet to apointof
intersection with the southern property line of Interstate

Hi ghway 195, thence following the property [ine running
south, southeasterly 378feet toapoint, thence running
east, southeasterly 80.99 feet to a point, thence running
south, southeasterly 481.44 feet to a point formng the

west property line of Quequechan Street, continuing across
Quequechan Street andstill running i nthe highway property
line southeasterly andsouth f orapproximately 1,260 feet

to theintersection of t he Quequechan River, Channel Line,
thence running i nthe Channel Line southwesterly for
approximately 1240 feet to a point formng thenorth property
line of Brayton Avenue, thence running west, northwesterly
528.20 feet i nthenorth line of Brayton Avenue t o a poi nt
opposite the west property corner of Route 24 Easterly
Connector Hi ghway Ranp, thence crossing Brayton Avenue i n

a south, southwesterly direction tothe above described
property corner, thence following thewest andsouth property
line of Route 24 along a reverse curve pattern for 919.49 feet

to a point intersecting with a stone wall, thence following
the stone wall southeasterly 175.52 feet to a point, thence
following the sane stone wall andimaginary extension line

southerly 363.49 feet to a point, thence running southwesterly
224 feet toapoint formng the southeast corner of Assessor's
Pl at #E-27-2, thence running westerly 302feet to a point,
thence running north 18 feet to a point, thence running west
845 feet to apoint being the east side property lineof
Stevens Street, thence running north, northeasterly 1,0 46.33
feet toa point being the south property line of Brayton
Avenue, thence running on a west, northwesterly [ine across
Brayton Avenue t o a point being thenorth boundary line of
Brayton Avenue, 202.73 feet east of the northeast corner of

the intersection of Brayton Avenue andJefferson Street,
thence running north northeasterly 5 3.58 feet to a point
being the south boundary line of Grinnell Street, thence
running east, southeast 43.04 feet to a point, thence crossing
Grinnell Street andrunning north, northeasterly 145.95 feet
to a point, thence west northwesterly 248.23 feet t o a point
being the east side boundary line of Jefferson Street, thence



Continuation Sheet 30. of Nunmber 7 (NATIONAL REA STER OF H STCRI C PLACES
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running north, northeasterly 569.39 feet t oa point being
the east side termnus of Jefferson Street andthe start
of Quequechan Street,thence crossing theintersection of
Jefferson, Quequechan and Warren Streets on a north plane
to thestarting point and encompassing al | I and, property
and water lying within t heabove described boundaries,
containing 4,338,603 square feet of private property or
99.6 acres. .
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MANUFACTURNG  DMSON

1 1 m 1 1 ] 1
JY\ERO1ANTS A.- " ANAy - AYAA
108 FREDERICK STREET =+ MCALISTER PLAZA _ n n
P.O. BOX 2148 « GREENVILLE, S.C. 29602 « TEL. (803) f2v3T464" AWt
1
AAss. HIST, coVVy..

October 5, 198

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Executive Director

State Historical Preservation Officer

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108 " S,

Re: Davis Mills Buildings #1 and #2;
Arkwright Building#1l

Dear Ms. Weésl owski : *

The purpose of this letter i sto acknow edge
recei pt of notices dated August 26, 1982, signed by
you, concerning theproposed nomnation of the captioned
properties totheNational Register of Historic Places.

Pl ease be advised that Davis Mills Building#1
was sold by United Merchants andManufacturers, Inc. to
FRoma Chem cal, Inc., 749 Quequechan Street, Fall River,
Massachusetts 02722, i nNovenber of 1981. United Mer-
chants and Manufacturers, Inc. i spresently the ower of
record of Davis Mills Building #Z, andArkwright Building

Pl ease be advised, further, that United Merchants
and Manufacturers,.Inc. objects tothelisting of said
Davis Mills #2 andArkwright #1i ntheNational Register
of Historic Places.

Very truly jmurs,

Eﬁzj_gida‘ e H1RY IO_Pd%torney

DIVISION OF UNITED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS, INC.



Sy

UN TED MERHANTS AND MINLFACTURERS, | NC.

Subscribed andswornt o
before me this fifth day
of October, 1982.

.

,/ Notary Public /
for the Coomonweal th of Massachusetts

M Conmm ssion Expires: February 2, 1989



