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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barlow Road was opened in 1846, and it generally followed the path of 
least resistance through the heavily forested west slope of the Cascades. 
The large trees, for example, were easier to go around than to cut out of 
the way. Over the years the road location changed as problems developed 
and improvements were made. By 1882, from the records of the U.S. 
Surveyor General of Oregon, the road was in the location identified in 
this inventory, and there it remained for many years. Near the entrance 
to Wildwood it was used as a logging road as recently as the 1930 f s. The 
route generally follows the highest ground between the Sandy and Salmon 
Rivers - the overall terrain in this section is flat and rolling. Well 
defined ruts were formed in the sandy soils along this segment of the 
Barlow Road, and these have been protected from erosion by heavy timber 
and brush. The current timber stand along the road in this location is 
predominantly Douglas-fir that is 90-100 years old, the stand originating 
about the time the township was being surveyed. The road has not been 
used for many years (it is barricaded and open only to foot traffic^ and 
there has been a lot of brush encroachment in a few places. The road 
lies between U.S. 26 and the developed portions of Wildwood Recreation 
Site. At the east end it lies about, 300 feet south of the highway R/W, 
and on the west end it is intercepted and overtopped by the highway. 
Total length of the segment on public land is about two-tenths (2/10) 
mile. On the east end the road has been fairly well obliterated by 
homesites.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the beginning, the only route from The Dalles to the Willamette Valley 
was down the Columbia River on bateaus. The trip was dangerous, expensive, 
and the scarcity of boats caused long delays.

This dilemma impelled Samuel Barlow to search for alternatives after 
leading his party to The Dalles in 1845. Encouraged by information about 
Indian trails over the mountains, he and his party pioneered a road 
around the south side of Mount Hood. Construction of the road the 
following summer gave wagon trains a land route over the Cascade Mountains.

The route was a hard and dangerous one. To climb out of Tygh Valley, the 
pioneers had to double-up their teams. For the trip down Laurel Hill, 
they had to slow their descent by locking their wheels, using ropes, 
and dragging logs.

The road originally passed Wildwood along the north side of the Sandy 
River. However, by 1882 it was relocated to the south side where pioneers 
were settling. The road is still visible just inside the entrance to the 
recreation site.

Undisturbed sections of the Barlow Road of this length and condition 
with easy public access are not common on the west slope of the Cascades.
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