
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

hv ^0000^96 In Area no. Form no. 

117-E 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

R o l l 21 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

1. Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address k'^ L a u r e l S t r e e t 

Name Borden-Pond House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l a p a r t m e n t s 

Present owner M a r t i n M . S u r a b i a n 

Description: 

Date 1856-1859 

Source 

Style 

c i t y a t l a s e s 

Second Empi r e ( a l t e r e d ) 

Architect unimown 

, O T M : 5. 

Exterior wall fabric g r ^ - n l t e 
f o i ' i f i b r s t o n e s t a b l 

Outbuildings (describe) c o n v e r t e d t o house 
now a s e p a r a t e p r o p e r t y 

Other features cu^^ve^ d o u b l e e n t r y 
s t a i r s w i t h c a s t - i r o n b a l u s t r a d e 
r a i l i n g , g r a ? i i t e q u o i n i n g , c o m i c e 
w i t h heavy m o d i l l i o n s 

r o o f s q u a r e d , e a r l y 20 th 
Altered p o r c h e s Date c e n t u r y 

e n c l o s e d 
Moved no Date 

A s s e s s o r s ' Book 1 , p . 2 9 
Lot size; L o t 35 l i | , 1 7 5 s q . f t . 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 1 1 0 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

2SZ 
Vv. & M . Seaman 

Recorded by e d . B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization W o r c . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc . 

Date J anua ry 1978 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Lucius v;. Pond ( f i r s t known 1868) 

residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts' 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t between 1856 and 1859 and (perhaps) completed i n the early 
l860s, the Borden-Pond House i s an early, important example of Second 
Empire s t y l e architecture, one which retains architectui"'al significance 
despite a l t e r a t i o n . The f r o n t ( o r i g i n a l ) section of the house i s con­
structed of granite rubble w i t h dressed quoins and window t r i m . The 
house rises from a high basement two stories to a modillioned cornice, 
above which the o r i g i n a l concavely curved mansard has been squared out 
to create a f u l l t h i r d storey. The house's facade (south) i s approached 
by two symmetrical, curved granite stairways which r e t a i n extremenly 
f i n e cast-iron r a i l i n g s . At the facade's center i s a two-storey p a v i l i o n 
i n f r o n t of which i s an entry porch w i t h arched openings (now glazed). 
Flanking t h i s p a v i l i o n are two porches, now enclosed by modern siding 
which covers o r i g i n a l t r i m . Located on the west slope of Chandler H i l l , 
the Borden-Pond House i s among Worcester's few remaining stone " v i l l a s " 
of the l850s and l860s, although a large number of them (both i n I t a l i a n ­
ate and Second Empire styles) once stood on the h i l l s which surround 
the c i t y ' s center. The high q u a l i t y of the house's construction, re­
maining d e t a i l s and h i s t o r i c a l associations warrant i t s r e s t o r a t i o n . 

, The Borden-Pond House was b u i l t f o r (and perhaps by) John Borden, 
who i s l i s t e d variously i n c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s as a mason, stucco worker, 
and as a mastic and stucco worker. Borden only occupied the house u n t i l 
I86O-I86I. Local t r a d i t i o n suggests that i n b u i l d i n g #14.0 Laurel Street 
Borden intended to outdo the opulence of the nearby M e r r i f i e l d House 
(now demolished). Further, i t i s believed that Borden could not a f f o r d 

(cont.) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

C a r r u t h , L . . Scrapbockig o f V/orcester Houses. V/orcester P u b l i c Library-
C i t y a t l a ses and d i r e c t o r i e s 

.V/orcester H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . B i o g r a p h i c a l f i l e (Pond o b i t u a r y ) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^MISSIQN 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Canmunity: 
V/orcester 

Form No: 

117-S 

Property Name: Borden-Pond :-Iouse 

Indicate each item on inventory form vh id i is being continued below. 
9. • . ' 
t o coraplete the house and t ha t i t was s o l d , u n f i n i s h e d , t o Luc ius Pond 
i n 1861 . 

According to local directories, Lucius Pond (1826-1S36) lived in the 
Eorden-Pond House from I668 until 1875 when he was sent to prison. 
Pond was a native of Hubbardston, Massachusetts who cane to V/orcester 
in 18LL6. Haying "learned the machinist's trade of Samuel .''lagg". Pond. 
entered into partnership with .''lagg betx-/een iQkl and l81|9. In 1859 Pond 
became sole owner of the business, which was moved in lS59 to the 
Merrifield Building \-ih.ere Pond manufactured en;gine-lathes, planing 
machines and other heavy eq.uipment. Dur'ing this period Pond became an 
important local machine manufacturer, ov/ning some of the most advanced 
equipment of the t.ime such as a 37' long screvz-cutting lathe and the 
city's largest (37' long) planing machine. At the outbreak of the Civil 
V/ar Pond invented the "Ellsworth Gun" (a cannon capable of shooting an 
186a.,ball three miles) which he ma.nuiactured for the Union Arxaj, 

In I85S-I359 Pond was a member of the common co i u i c i l , i n 1862 an 
alderman and i n I866-I868 a state senator. He was an early member of 
the Laurel Street Methodist Church and became imown for his f.inancial 

Pond, was a dire c t o r of the Central Hational Bank from iSbo generosi-oy 
to 1875 when .rumors of the insolvency of his business led to his de­
parture from V/orcester on a nominal business t r i p . Travelling to Hew 
York by steamship. Pond l e f t the ship i n disguise, leaving belongings 
in his cabin i n such a way as to suggest suicide by having jumped over­
board. After a lengthy search Pond was arrested i n San j'rancisco as he 
was about to boar'd ai,boat to Austra.lia, Having been brought back to 
V/orcester, Pond was convicted of forging dates on bank notes and sen­
tenced to a fifte e n - y e a r prison term. Despite the widespread losses caused 
by Pond's fz-'aud, petitions on behalf 
he waa released from prison in iSQl 

01 h i s pp.role v;ere c i r c u l a t e d u n t i l 

Upon h i s r e t t i r n f r o m p r i s o n , a number of Pond's f r i e n d s purchased 
the Poxfel l Machine Company, re-naming i t the L,V/, Pond Machine Company, 
and o f f e r e d Pond the job of s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . A l though he never recovered 
h i s e a r l i e r business prominence, Lucius Pond rega ined much o f h i s 
e a r l i e r p o p u l a r i t y and a t h i s death i n I888 was the sub j ec t o f l a u d a t o r y 
o b i t u a r i e s . 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at bo t tom 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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