FORM B - BUILDING hv ~0000"96 InAreano. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 11/7-E
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester

Address k' Laurel Street

Name Borden-Pond House
Present use residential apartments
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number
Present owner Martin M. Surabian

Description:
Date 1856-1859

Source city atlases

Roll 21 Style Second Empire (altered)

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unimown
in relationto nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric gr~-nlte
foi'ifibr stone stabl
Outbuildings (describe) converted to house
now a separate property
Other features cuve® double entry
stairs with cast-iron balustrade
railing, gra?iite quoining, comice
with heavy modillions

roof squared, early 20th
Altered porches Date century
enclosed
Moved no Date
Assessors' Book 1, p.29
, OTM: 5 |otsize Lot 35 li],175 sq.ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 110’
Approximate distance of building from street

2Y
Vv. & M. Seaman
Recorded by ed. B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization Worc. Heritage Pres. Soc.

Date January 1978

(over)

30M-5-77



Lucius v;. Pond (first known 1868)
7. Original owner (if known)

Original use resi dence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  SAMEe

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts' settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built between 1856 and 1859 and (perhaps) conpleted inthe early
| 860s, the Borden-Pond House i s an early, important example of Second
Empire strle architecture, onewhich retains architectui""al significance
despite alteration. Thefront (original) section of the house i s con-
structed of ?ranite rubblewith dressed quoins and window trim The
house rises froma high basenment twostories t oamodillioned cornice,
above which the original concavely curved mansard has been squared out
to createafull third storey. The house's facade (south) i s approached
by twosymmetrical, curved granite stairwayswhich retain extremenly
fine cast-iron railings. At the facade's center i s a two-storey pavilion
in front of which i s an entry porch with arched openings (nowglazed).
Flanking this pavilion are twoporches, now enclosed by nodern siding
which covers original trim Located onthe west slope of Chandler Hil
the Borden-Pond House i s among Worcester's fewremaining stone "villas
of the 1850s and| 860s, although a |large nunber of them (both in Itali
ate and Second Enpire styles) once stood onthe hills which surround
the city's center. The high quality of the house's construction, re-
mai ning details andhistorical associations warrant it srestoration.

|
an-

, The Borden-Pond House was built for (and perhaps by) John Borden,
who islisted variously incity directories as a mason, stucco worker,
and as a mastic andstucco worker. Borden only occupied the house until
| 860-1861. Local tradition suggests that inbuilding #40 Laurel Street
Borden intended t ooutdo the opulence of the nearby Merrifield House
(now demolished). Further, i tis believed that Borden coul d not ?fford)
cont.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Carruth, L. . Scrapbockig of V/orcester Houses. V/orcester Public Library-
City atlases and directories
.V/orcester Historical Society. Biographical file (Pond obituary)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Canmunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON V/orcester 117-S
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Borden-Pond :-louse

Indicate each item on inventory form vhidi is being continued below.
9. e . '
to coraplete the house and that it was sold, unfinished, to Lucius Pond
in 1861.

Accordingto local directories, Lucius Pond (1826-1S36) lived inthe
Eor den- Pond House from1 668 until 1875 when he was sent toprison.
Pond was a native of Hubbardston, Massachusetts who cane to V/orcester
i n 18LL6. Haying "l earnedthe machinist'strade of Sanuel .''lagg". Pond.
enteredintopartnership with .'"'lagg betx-/een iQkl and [81]9. In 1859 Por
becane sol e owner of the business, which was noved in|S59 tothe
MerrifieldBuilding\-ihere Pond manuf act ur ed en; gi ne-1 at hes, pl ani ng
machi nes and ot her heavy eq. uipnment. Dur'ing this period Pond becane an
i mportant | ocal nmachi ne manuf acturer, ov/ning sone of the nost advanced
equi pnent of thet.inme suchas a 37" long screvz-cutting |athe andthe
city' s largest (37" | ong? pl ani ng machi ne. At the outbreak of the G vil
V/ar Pond i nventedthe "El Il sworth Gun" (a cannon capabl e of shooting an
186a., ball threemnm|es) which he ma. nuiactured for the Union Arxa,

In 185S-1359 Pond was a nmenber of t he common coiuicil, i n1862 an
alderman and i nl866-1868 a state senator. He was an early nenber of
the Laurel Street Methodist Church and became imown for his f.inancial

generosi-\% Pond, was a director of the Central Hational Bank fromiSho
to 1875 when .runors of theinsolvency of his business led tohis de-
Qarture fromV/iorcester on a nomnal business trip. Travelli n? t o Hew

York by steamship. Pond left theship i ndisguise, |eaving belongings

in his cabin i nsuch a way as t o suggest suicide by having junmped over-
board. After a lengthy search Pond was arrested i nSan j'rancisco as he

was about t oboar'd ai,boat t oAustra.lia, Having been brought backto
V/orcester, Pond was convicted of forgi n% dates on bank notes and sen-

tenced toa fifteen-year prison term espite the widespread |osses caused
by Pond' s fz-'aud, petitions on behakf his pp.role v;ere circulated until

he waa rel eased fromprison in iQl

Upon his rettirn from prison, a number of Pond's friends purchased
the Poxfell Machine Company, re-naming it the L,V/, Pond Machine Company,
and offered Pond the job of superintendent. Although he never recovered
his earlier business prominence, Lucius Pond regained much of his
earlier popularity and at his death in 1888 was the subject of laudatory
obituaries.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



