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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Habersham Memorial Hall, the. chapter house for the Joseph Habersham
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, is a twentieth:century build-
ing designed after the c¢.1819 Bulloch-Habersham House in Savannah. The
Memorial Hall was designed by Henry Hornbostel in 1921.

Built on a full story basement, this two story, hip roof, brick-stuccoed
house has a semi-circular portico. The two story hexastyle portico of
stuccoed columns with composite order capitals has a semi-conical roof that
appears to fit into a central gable in the hip roof. The capitals are
detailed with spread eagles and acanthus leaves. The seven bay front facade
has glazed French doors with transom lights on both the first and second
levels.  The first floor doors open out onto:a brick paved terrace, level wit
the portico, but above ground level. . The second story window-door:openings g
protected by -cast iron railings, significantly detailed. with the initials JH
for the Joseph Habersham-Chapter. This railing is:repeated around the terra

In plan, the first floor of the house has a central hall off of which
are identical rooms known as the library and trophy rooms, and a smaller
stair hall which leads to a ladies' retiring room, a small kitchen and a
stairway. The two large identical rooms have long recessed trophy cases
and windows surrounding the fireplace area, the mantels of which have been
removed. On the front facade walls are the French doors which open out onto
the terrace. The ceiling has open beam work with a deep beaded cornice
pattern that continues on all of the beams. The second floor is reached by
a dog-leg stair which is lighted by a two story arched window. Almost
entirely the whole second floor, with the exception of a small anteroom, is-
a vast assembly room. French doors, corresponding to those on the first
floor are pedimented. Between the stair area and over the anteroom is an
open balcony. In the cellar are several rooms now used as a drama school -
and theater.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Habersham Memorial Hall, located near Piedmont Park in Ansley Park,
is significant not only as an adaptation of an historic Savannah family '
home, but also as a structure designed by the prominent New York architect,.
Henry Hornbostel. The Habersham Memorial is a fine example of the Regency -
style of William Jay adapted in form and use to. the twentieth.century. .::]
Hornbostel not only designed the Hall for the Joseph Habersham Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution in 1921, but was also the architect.
for several other outstanding Atlanta area buildings.

The Joseph Habersham Chapter, DAR, was founded in 1900 by five women,
one of which was the Governor's wife, Mrs. Allen D. Candler. It is perhaps
from this Candler family connection that Henky Hornbostel was chosen to
design the Memorial Hall. Hornbostel, a few years earlier had designed the
Emory University campus plan, several of its buildings, and Callenwolde,
the home of Emory University's chairman of the board, Charles Howard Candlexn.

The Memorial Hall was designed both as a statement of the past as well |7}
as a functional twentieth century building. It was designed after William
Jay's Bulloch-Habersham House (c.1819) in Savannah. The exterior of the -
Memorial Hall is a replica of the Bulloch-Habersham House in spirit, but
the interior plan is expressive not of the 19th century house, but of a
building for meetings and entertaining. The open spaces - large rooms, high
ceilings, and numerous windows - are a modern version of the Regency styled
Bulloch-Habersham House. The repetition of simple window-doors, the forming
of a single mass by merging the conical portico roof with the central gable
and the curving entrance steps of the Memorial Hall present a more stream-
lined version of the 1819 Savannah house.

Habersham Memorial Hall's location at 15th and Piedmont Avenue is. an
important part of its significance; the structure is a monumentally scaled,
specialized institutional building on the eastern fringe of Atlanta's well-
preserved garden suburb, Ansley Park (1905). It is across from Piedmont
Park (c.1900) and the Piedmont Driving Club (1887) both having great signi-
ficance in Atlanta's inner urban life in this and the last century. The
Hall is a major focal point in a semi-public, semi-private neighborhood
which appears "to hold its own" as much of the adjacent neighborhood south-
ward suffers blight and total commercial development. (An entire high-rise,
mini-city, "Colony Square" rises nearby along the northside of 14th street

between Peachtree on the west and Piedmont on the east.) The Hall remains
in use as designed and continues to be a fine example of early 20th century

| ideas of eclecticism and historicism,
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