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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f appl icable) 

The Monadnock Road Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, worlcmanship, feeling and association. It is significant as a reflection of 
Newton's rapid growth in the early 20th century, and the way in which former estates 
and open lands were subdivided to accommodate residential expansion. It is especially 
important as a cohesive and well preserved collection of early to mid-20th century 
houses which illustrates the styles and tastes popular during that period. The Monadnock 
Road Historic District meets criteria A & C of the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important arch i tec tura l features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas w i th in the conmunity. 

The Monadnock Road Historic District is located in the western part of Chestnut Hill. 
Centered on the winding length of Monadnock Road, it also includes portions of Tudor 
Road, Hammond Street. Hammondswood Road. Wachuseit Road and Ho .bart Road. The 
eastern half of the district is part of the area laid out as the Liggett Estate subdivision in 
1924. It IS a quiet, pleasant neighborhood characterized by gentle hills, curving streets 
intersecting at angles, and large wooded and landscaped lots, all of which combine to 
provide a sense of privacy for each home. The houses were largely constructed in the 
1920s with some from the 1910s and 1930s as well. They are large commodious 
structures, some of which are near estate quality. Styles represented include Craftsman. 
Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival. Spanish Colonial, and a handful of older Queen Anne 
houses and recent modern houses. A total of sixty-thfec houses are included. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain h i s to r i ca l importance of'<ff*<?a '̂̂ Rb ftiSft^the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

As first conceived by the Newton Boulevard Syndicate, Commonwealth Avenue (NC-B) -
or the Newton Boulevard as it was then known, went only as far as Centre Street. 
Members oi the Nê vion Boulevard Syndicate, which included among others Robert Bishop 
and several members of the Ward familv, were willing to give cash and land in lieu of 
betterments if a route through their holdings was approved. A Boulevard Commission 
was established lo study the project and in 1893, gave an interim report submitting the 
route proposed by the Newion Boulevard Syndicate to the city for surveys and estimates. 
The Commission's final report (which expanded the project through the city to the Charles 
River in Auburndale) gave Newton a major east-west road through its mid-section. In 
following the initial proposal of the Newton Boulevard Syndicate it opened a major 
portion of the city for development. Construction began in 1894 and Commonweaith 
Avenue was open to traffic the following year. 

Almost immediately, infill in older areas of Chestnut Hill and Newton Centre, south of the 
new road, was stimulated and large landowners like Robert Bishop were able to begin to 

B I B L M 8 ) W *^F(F'^§fel^jte^i^'^ ^̂ ^̂  ^Os. With the exception of the Waban Hill area. 

(see cont. sheet) 
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Property Name: Monadnock Road H.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belou'. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (conL) 

Representative houses in the Monadnock Road Historic District are described below: 

The most prevalent style in the area is the Tudor Revival, accounting for almost half of 
the houses. They are lound throughout the area, but are most common on Monadnock and 
Tudor Roads in the actual subdivision. An excellent example of the style is provided by 
112 Monadnock Road (1927), It is a 2 1/2 story brick and half-timber structure 
enclosed by a slate hip roof with a facade gable and superimposed entry gable to the 
right, As is the case with other elaborate examples of the style, it employs casl stone as 
trim for the entry and for a large bank of windows spanning the first and second stories 
on the right facade. Another variant of the style is 107 Monadnock Road (1923). This 2 
1/2 story house is entirely clad with decorative half-timbering including curved and 
diamond shaped members. The facade is broken up by a dominant facade gable to the left 
with superimposed entry gable nearly ceniered on the iacade. To the right is a large wall 
dormer and a lower roof slope which contains a sunporch. Upper story windows contain 
diamond pane sash adding to the surface complexity. The entry ha a stone surround 
and is headed by a carved bargeboard more often seen on older Craftsman houses. 

The Colonial Revival style is also well represented in the area, accounting for nearly a 
third of the nouses. Most are well-developed two story five bay examples but Capes, 
Garrisons and Dutch Colonials are also found m limited numbers. The most elaborate 
example of the style and one which is individually outstanding m 59 Wachuseti Road 
(1918). Set on a rock faced hill and fronted by a balustraded terrace, it is a five bay brick 
structure rising two stories to a slate gable roof with pedimented dormers. It is trimmed 
with a heavy beltcourse separating the stories with quoins at the corners and at the 
slightly recessed center bay. The entry is treated with a balustraded porch with columns 
and carved consoles as supports. Windows contain 6/6 sash and are headed by splayed 
bnck lintels with casl stone keystones. A balustraded sunporch projects from the left side 
to the plane of the terrace. Another good example is 137 Monadnock Road (1927) 
which is also a large five bay brick structure rising two stories to a slate gable roof. Its 
entry is treated with sidelights and a Doric frieze beneath a hntel shelf, and is flanked by 
full length windows with arched hearls. A typical Dutch Colonial is found at "̂O Wachuseti 
Road (1906). Several Colonial/Craftsman hybrids exist as well. One is the two story stucco 
clad house at 63 Monadnock Road (1906).Its stucco cladding, bracketed roof and 
pergola sunporch are all typical Craftsman features, but its entry with engaged Ionic 
columns supporting a pulvinated frieze and a hea\ '̂ segmental pediment with modillions 
is pure (blonial Revival of the best quahty. The most atypical example of the style is the 

S t a r l e to Inventory form at bottom 
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Property Name: Monadnock Road K.D. 
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Architectural Significance (conL) 

Spanish Colonial house al 21 Monadnock Road (1910). Although it is not an outstanding 
example, it does employ the typical stucco clad wall surfaces, red tile roof on carved 
brackets and arched windows. 

The Craftsman styie is encountered less a)mmonly, and often it is combined with 
Colonial or Tudor features. Almost all are stucco clad. Two similar examples are found at 
11 Tudor Road (1923̂ 1 and 150 Monadnock Road (1919), Both are the broad clipped 
gable end type found in limited numbers in several subdivisions. The Tudor Road house 
has a brick first stor>" and stuccoed second stors' separated by a pent roof. The center 
entry has a Colonial surround with sidelights and a pedimented hood on consoles (see also 
108 Hammond Street). The Monadnock Road house is entirely stucco clad and lack the 
pent roof. Its entry is treated with sidelights and a half- timbered pediment on Tuscan 
columns 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: The Monadnock Road Historic 
District in western Chestnut Hill, contains 63 houses and 3 vacant lots on Mondanock 
Road. Tudor Road, Hammond Street. Hammondswood Road, Wachuseti Road and Hobart 
Road. Boundaries are the lot lines of these properties as shown on the attached 
Engineering Map, The boundaries are drawn to recognize the unusually cohesive nature of 
this styhsh residential area. Less distinguished and later buildings are excluded on all 
sides, 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

development of property on the northside of Commonwealth Avenue up to Centre Street, 
much of it owned by the Ward family, was somewhat slower After the turn-of-the 
century the pace of development began to pick up; by the explosive period of the 1920s 
new subdivisions lay on both sides of Commonwealth Avenue. Development along 
Commonwealth Avenue itself moved generally from east to west and was also virtually 
completed by the late 1920s. 

The Monadnock Road Historic Districi grew out of an 1895 subdivision drawn by Olmsted, 
Olmsted and Elliot for the Newton Boulevard Syndicate. Montvale Road and Terrace, 
which were part of the Syndicate plan, were built up before the turn of the century, but 
much of Monadnock and Wachusetts Roads remained in flux and did not develop until the 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Historical Significace (cont.) 

teens and twenties. Most of the area was owned by s>-ndicate member Robert Bishop who 
also owned all the property in the abutting Gray Cliff Expanded Historic District (NC-O) 

The Monadnock Road Historic Districi includes part of the adjacent Liggett Estate, which 
was owned by Drug Store magnate Louis k. Liggett from 1916 to 1937. Liggett had begun 
to develop portions of his estate in 1919 and 1923. in the area of Tudor Road and the 
extension of jMonadnock Road from Hammondswood Road. In I9'^'l. after his death, the 
remainder of the estate and the house, which was modeled after a Welsh manor house 
(1895; Chapman and Frazer, architeas), was given by Cardinal O Connell to Boston College 
and became known as O'Connell Hall. It is now surrounded by several dormitories which 
occupy the east side of Tudor Road abutting the District. 

A large number of well know local and Boston archiiecis were responsible Tor 
commissions in this area. Houses developed by Louis Liggett, including 11 Tudor Road 
and 107 Monadnock Road, were designed by the well known Boston firm of Haven k 
Hoyt" Houses developed by the Cragie Realty Trust or the Nulling Realty Trust (trustees 
were the same in both cases) were designed by Newion architect Hawley W. Morton. 
These included 52. 84, and 104 Hammondsvood Road, 45 Tudor Road, and 93. 
96. 106. 112. 122. and 129 Monadnock Road (Real estate developer W Mark 
Noble lived in the house al 122 Monadnock Road.) Architea Oscar Thayer designed the 
house al 10 Monadnock Road which appeared m TJie.ffoij.<?e.̂ ê u^Au/ Sepiember 1915. 
Architect Henry Richmond presumably designed his own house, built in c. 1906 at 63 
Monadnock Road. Harry Morton Ramsay designed houses at 71 and 72 Monadnock 
Road and Newhall k Blevins designed 71 Hammondswood Road. 59 Wachusett 
Road was designed by F. J. Robinson. Other architects working in the area included Peare 
k Quiner, W. J. Freethy, Krokyn k Browne, Royal Barr̂ ' Wilis, David J. Abrahams, and 
George H. Sidebottom. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCE 

Engineering Dept. Records; N-53-. 16364 (1919). N-56. 18237 (1923) 
Build. Dept. Rec: Hammondswood Rd. Tudor Rd, Wachusett Rd, Monadnock Rd. 
City Direaories and Atlases, COPABDirector}-, BJographlcaJDictionar}', Withy 
Nemon's J9th Century Archiiect ure, Nemon Centre. Oal: Hiii, Chestnut HiiJ. Comm. Ave. 
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NEWTON. MASS. MRA - 1988 - MOHADfiOCk RIJAD HISTORIC D ISTRICT 

S t r e e t A d d r e s s 
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Hanimondsvood Rd. 
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Hammondsvood Rd. 
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Hobart Rd. 
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SBL_ A r e a ( s f ) H i s t o r i c Name 

6 1 - 6 - 4 192S9 Vacant lot 

6 1 - 1 5 - 3 5434 Vacant Lot 

6 1 - 7 - 3 14493 V.ac.ant Lot 

61 -16 -5 7442 Vacant Lot 

61 -17-1 23100 house 

garage 

61-20-1 21404 house v /a t tached garage 

61 -15 -9 30040 house 

carriage house 

61 -13 -1 14067 house v /a t t ach*d garage 

61 -16 -11 20413 house v/attachi?d garage 

61-13-21 19225 house v /a t tached g-arage 

61 -12 -24 13230 house v /a t tached garage 

63-13-1 18077 house 

61-16-11'l 14S63 house v /attached garage 

61-1S-S 15745 house v /a t tached garage 

pool 

61 -13 -9 14540 house v /a t tached garage 

61 -17 -10 19686 house v /a t tached garage 

61 -17 -9 20073 house 

garage 

61-19-1 13940 house v /a t tached garage 

61 -17 -3 22135 house v /a t tached garage 

6 1 - 1 9 - 2 12314 house v /a t tached garage 

61 -6 -1 10729 house 

6 1 - 6 - 2 29577 house 

garage 

61 -7 -6 22300 house v /a t tached garage 

61 -6 -6 19606 house 

garage 

61 -6 -5 74022 house v/a*tached garage 
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1927 

1923 

1 928 

1 929 

1923 

1924 

1928 

1928 

1928 
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Tudor 

Tudor 

CK 

Tudor 

Tudor 

Eclectic 

Tudor 
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CR 
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Tudor 

Tudor 

Tudor 

OA 

CR 

Tudor 

Craftsman 

Tudor 

c 

c 

0 

c 
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NEWTON, MASS. MRA - 1988 - MONADNOCK ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

158 Hobart Rd. 61 -18-1 27393 house v /a t tached garage 1916 CR C; 

168 Hobart Rd. 61 -13 -16 1 9720 house 1 923 CR i j 

garage I J 

185 Hobart Rd. 61 -21 -13 11510 house v /a t tached garage 1927 Tudor i"; 

193 Hobart Rd. 61-21-14 10390 house v /a t tached garage 1927 Tudor i j . 

194 Hobart Rd. 61 -20 -4 26396 house 1928 Eclectic l": 

15 Hobart Terrace 61 -6 -3 50430 house 1903 Craftsman I J 

garage I J 

126 f lanet Rd. 61 -21-1 1 2930 house 1916 CR 

garage i j 

4 f lonadnock Rd. 61 -8 -11 30900 house 1897 Craftsman I J 

garage I J 

10 Monadnock Rd. 61 -8 -10 17349 house v /a t tached garage CH-018 1914 CR c 

11 t lonadnock Rd. 61 -7 -1 17030 house v /a t tached garage 1952 Modern H I : 

20 1 lonadnock Rd. 6 1 - 3 - 9 19082 house 1397 OA c 

garage c 

21 Monadnock Rd. 6 1 - 7 - 2 14050 house 1910 Craftsman I J 

28 Monadnock Rd. 6 1 - 8 - 3 1 2527 house 1897 OA c 

34 Monadnock Rd. 61 -6 -7 14010 house v /a t tached garage 1939 CR nc 

45 Monadnock Rd. 6 1 - 7 - 4 1 7600 house v//attached garage 1916 CR c 

56 Monadnock Rd. 61 -15 -3 25109 house v /a t tached garage 1926 Tudor 0 

63 Monadnock Rd. 61 -13 -6 1 2993 Henry P. Richn'iond House 1 906 CR/Crafts. r: 

71 Monadnock Rd. 61 -13 -7 13577 house V/at tached garage 1927 Tudor i ; 

72 Monadnock Rd. 61 -15 -2 1 1086 house \v/attached garage 1926 Tudor 0 

80 Monadnock Rd. 61 -15-1 15027 house v /a t tached garage 1948 Modern n'; 

93 Monadnock Rd. 61 -17-11 20481 house v /a t tached garage 1923 Tudor 0 

96 Monadnock Rd. 6 1 - 1 6 - 9 16400 house v /a t tached garage 1923 Tudor c 

106 Monadnock Rd. 6 1 - 1 6 - 3 19220 house v.'/attached garage 1927 Tudor c 

107 Monadnock Rd. 6 1 - 1 7 - 1 2 16620 house v /attached garage 1923 Tudor 

112 Monadnock Rd. 61 -16 -7 191 30 house v /a t tached garage 1927 Tudor 0 

outbuilding 
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garage 

Number of buildings 63 

Number of contributing building's 59 

Number of non-contributing buildingj 4 

Number of structures 25 
Number of contributing structures 17 
Number of non-contributing structures 9 

Number of contributing objects 1 

Sum of square feet in field "area" 

(Streets not included) 

Number of'./.acant lots ® 

1313400 
3o. lS"A 
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