
United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, Chitwood Bridge in Lincoln County, OREGON, 
reference number 79002103, and part of the Oregon Covered Bridges 
Thematic Resource, was listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places by the Keeper of the National Register on 11/29/1979, as 
evidenced by the FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST Vol. 45 
number 54, notice of Tuesday, March 18,1980, page 17475. The 
attached nomination form is a copy of the original documentation 
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.

Keeper of'the Nation&TRegisfer of Hist0fi<f Places Date
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THF "TIC GROUP NOMINATION 
Ok. .ON COVERED BRIDGES

Bridge Name and Number Chitwood Bridge, Index No. 38___ 

County Lincoln__________________________ 

Stream or River Yaquina River___________________ 

Location At Chitwood, off Highway 20, ca. 11 miles NE of Toledo 

SE% SW*4 Sec. 32, T.10S., R.9W., w.M. __________

Zone 10 E435285 N494443Q Toledo Quadrangle 

Acreage and Boundary Description Full width of road right-of-way

for the distance between abutments and ten feet additional 

at either end, containing in all approximately 6960 square feet. 

Present Owner Lincoln County Board of Commissioners

Lincoln County Courthouse___________ r~~.
itf$5&'-

Newport, OR 97365

Date of Construction 

Description of Bridge

Length of span

Truss type "owe truss . g^
.t*^:-

Cladding Board and batten, battered side walls enclosing
buttresses 

Roofing Shingled gable roof •?*!#?
£'"*' vJ?

, Decking Wood

Other salient features Semi-elliptical portal arches. Ribbon openings 
under eaves, either side elevation. Concrete piers.

Once a fuel-stop on the Corvallis and Eastern Railroad and loading point for an impor 
tant sandstone quarry-, Chitwood is now a ghost town.

Legal description is included in the appropriate County Road Department 
right-of-way files and County Deed Records. ,

Information based on following sources: Statewide Inventory Form prepared by 
Stephen Dow Beckham, 1976. Typescript on Oregon Covered Bridges by Nick and 
Bill Cockrell, 1977.
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SAM'S CREEK 
DVERED BRIDGE
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Mapped, edited i
ConUol by USGS ai RCAD CLASSIFICATION

Tcpoe/flphy by plan, Heavy duty _—————— Light-dutv 
•r;.;!!ure revision anc

Medum-duty _ „.. _J._ Unimproved dirt , = ! 
Polyconic proiection
10.000 loot grid bs 5""^ US Route ( ) State Route 
1000 meter Unmi'i 
zone 10. f.hown in t

ELK CITY 
COVERED 
10/430 595/4941020

TOLEDO, OREG.
N44.30 — W12345/15

1957 
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Chitwood Bridge
Stream: Yacuina ve T10S R>_ S. 
Built: Circa 1930 ' Truss: Kowe 
World auide No.; 37-21-03 Length: 96 feet

The bridge at Chitwood was once surrounded by stores, a 

post office, a telephone office, and several houses, but 

only the shell of the George Smith store next to the bridge 

remains, and that has been boarded up for years. Remnants 

of the Pepln Store, a competitor Smith, stand on the oppo 

site end of the covered bridge.

An excellent^e^n _of sandstone was discovered in the early 

1900s, and the Corvallis and Sastern Railroad ran a spur 

line into the quarry from Chitwood causing an Influx of 

workers for a few years. During this period, Chitwood became 

aniimportant railstop for the smoking wood-burning trains 

from Yaquina to Gorvallis, as the. town was where the.engines 

took on water and' fuel, as well as passengers and freight. 

. Logging In the area on.GQ boomed enough to -support not 

only the stores,, but. contributed to the rowdy .times in the 

Chitwood. Dance Hall as well. High speed transportation has 

dried up the businesses causing Chitwood to remain only as 

a ghost town.

To get there: From Newport, take Highway 20 east past 

Toledo, and continue on Highway 20 for 2t miles past the ' 

Elk City Road. The Chitwood Bridge is on the right, near 

mile post 17..


