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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Hampden 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

17 NAME 

1 ^ 

C O M M O N : 

A N D / O R H I S T O RI C : 

Firs t Church of Christ, Coagregational 

2. LOCATiON 

(Fourth) First Church Congregational 
Coagressioaal Distr ict 2 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

50 Elm Street (Corner of Elm Street and Court Square Avenue) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Springfield 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts "025" Hampden 
C O D E 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
("Check One) 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g gC| 

Si te St ruc ture Q 

Object • 

OWNERSHIP 

Public • 
Pr i va te s 
Both • 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I n P rocess Q 

Be ing C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

O c c u p i e d £3 

Unoccup ied Q 

P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
in progress [ j 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d ^ 

U n r e s t r i c t e d Q 

No: • 

PRESENT USE ("Cheese One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural Q Government Q 

Commercial • I n d u s t r i a l • 

Educational Q M i l i t a r y Q 

Entertainment Q Museum Q 

Park • 

P r iva t e Residence • 

R e l i g i o u s ^ 

S c i e n t i f i c Q] 

Transpor ta t ion 

Other ("Specify; 
• 

• 

Comments O 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E RS N A M E : 

Firs t Church of Christ, Coagregatioaal ia Springfield 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

same as above 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

•?3 
M - I 
Si n 

Registry of Deeds, Hampden Couaty Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CI TY OR TOWN: 

Springfield Massachusetts 025 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OP NOMINATED PROPERTY; 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
approximately one half acre 

Y ^ , REGiS : , ^ t o n 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

^cagass. Historical Commission Inventory- Plymouth 
DlMr^ /^y SURVEY: 1 9 6 8 Federal f l State f X County • Local • 

. ^ D E p - d t i * ) . R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S 

RECEIVE^ las'saschusetts Historical Commission 
^ ^ ^ • p E T i j j Q b N U M B E R : 

Ofeqe ofthe Secretary, State House, 

TU 

S T A T E : 

Mass. 02133 
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DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t g Good • Fa i r • 

(C/lecAt O n e ; 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed | | 

I N T E G R I T Y 
CChec/t One ; 

A l t e r e d | ^ Una l t e red • 

(C t ieck One) 

Moved • O r i g i n a l S i te | ^ 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The fourth building of the First Church of Christ, Congregational, in 
Springfield was built in 1819 by Isaac Damon. The main fagade faces east and 
overlooks a common. Flanking and facing this wooden church, yet separated f r o m 
i t by narrow streets are some of the most imposing public structures in the city. 
These are the Hampden County Courthouse, designed by Henry Hobson Richardson 
and erected in 1872-3, and a civic complex built in the classical style in the 
early 20th century. 

The design of the Church is simpler and more classic than the English 
Baroque style used by Damon in his earlier Northampton church (destroyed 1878). 
The style is a country builder's interpretation of the transition between the late 
Federal and early Greek Revival styles. The building contains the same 
components as the numerous New England meetinghouses built during this period. 
A rectangular mass with pitched roof houses the auditorium. The giant Doric 
portico, carrying the same roof pitch as the auditorium, serves as a focal point 
for the entrance. The tower, which partially projects f r o m the auditorium, 
rises f rom the platform of the portico through its roof. It is supported, in part, 
by the roof of the auditorium and terminates in a three-stage spire. 

Although alterations to the auditorium have been made a various times, 
the basic proportions of the room have not been disturbed and little change has 
been made in the components most important to the character of the church. 
The gallery, which is supported by graceful Ionic columns, s t i l l runs along 
three sides of the chamber. The original coved ceiling remains in place, 
though its curves have been shortened and decorative detail (Adamesque) added 
in the twentieth century. 

In the 1870s a brick Parish House was added to the rear of the Church. 
This Venetian Gothic structure was altered in the mid-twentieth century, but 
fortunately a few original architectural details remain. 
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{8. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 1 6 t h C e n t u r y Q 

1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 8 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 9 t h C e n t u r y g 

2 0 t h C e n t u r y • 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1819 
AREAS OF SI GNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l Educa t i on • P o l i t i c a l • 
Prehi stor ic • E ngi neer ing • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

Hi s tor i c • 1 ndus t ry • losophy ID 
Agr i cu I ture • I nven t i on • Science • 
Ar t • La nds cape Scu 1 pture • 
Commerce • A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i o l / H u m a n -

Communi ca t i ons • L i te ra ture • i t a r ian • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i 1 r tary • Thea te r • 

Mus ic • Trans por ta t i on • 

U r b a n P l a n n i n g CU 

O t h e r ( " S p e c i f y ; S 

Architecture 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The Firs t Church of Christ, Congregational, completed in Springfield 
in 1819, is the earliest extant church by Isaac Damon and is probably his 
second church design. The f i r s t design, possibly done in cooperation with 
Asher Benjamin, was that for the "Old Church" in Northampton, built in 1812 
and destroyed by f i re in 1878. 

During the years between the construction of the Northampton and the 
Springfield churches, Damon was responsible for the erection of a number of 
secular structures in the western Connecticut River Valley. According to his 
obituary (Hampshire Gazette, August 4, 1904), Damon built a courthouse and 
town hall in Northampton, a courthouse and j a i l in Lenox, factories in Athol 
and various bridges across the Connecticut River. 

The Northampton church was very much in the ornate English Baroque 
style. By comparison, Damon's Springfield church is much simpler and seems 
to set the pattern of church design he was to follow throughout most of his 
career. Elements used in the First Church continue to appear in Damon's later 
church buildings. For example, he uses spire stages derived f rom the Wren-
Gibbs idiom. He employs the rusticated tower and arch in the Congregational 
Church in Blandford (1822) and the Old East Congregational Meetinghouse in 
Ware (built in 1826; burned to the foundations in 1925). 

The Firs t Church of Christ is the fourth meetinghouse built by the Fi rs t 
Parish. Organized in 1637, the First Parish is thought to be the oldest 
continuing body of worship in Western Massachusetts. This Church has been 
certified a Massachusetts Historic Landmark. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Hampshire Gazette, August 4, 1904. 

Sinnott, Edmund W. , Meetinghouse and Church in Early New England, New York, 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1963. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S n L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y u D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

R O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G l T U D E L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

NW o > . O • n o > • O ' n 

N E 
0 • H O • H 42 06 03 72 35 23 

SE 0 I n O 1 1. 

SW 9 » » O 1 N 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Anne R. Wardwell. Survey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Office of the Secretary. State House 

D A T E 

Julv 27. 1971 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
m . STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

ional • State- ^ Local • 

aJLL 
?y of the Commonwealth and 

lan, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission 

Date 
July 27, 1971 

Ma-ssachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histfun^'^i^eTv^ticm} '• 

Date 
FEB 1 1972 ^t^^. 
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Date 

Keeper of The 

JAN 2 8 9̂72 
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F^fm. 111.301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Massachusetts 

Hampden 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

W2 1. NAME 

COMMON: Flrst Church of Christ, Congregational 
AND/OR HISTORIC: (Fourth) Flrst Church Congregational 

2. UOCATfON 

u S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

50 Elm Street (corner of Elm Street and Court Square Avenue) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Springfield 
h- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Massachusetts 025 Hampden 013 
3. WAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E : 

U. S. G. S. Springfield, South, Mass.-Conn. 1^ 
UJ 

UJ 

t /1 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

1958 
4, RiQUlRElytiNTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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GEOLOGICAL SURVfilT DEPARTMENT OF'pu: 
l''y'"""'*E.^*Vcw/COPi.£ /.7M>. : 540 000 FEET (CONN.) ' 5.4 ,w. TO U.S. 20 / 3 5 ' ' , . ,^P,tiNrr„r 

' -vS'^ zr^^' fit -c^ 
Grovp 

SPRINGFIELD, M4S34CHUSETTS 
The First Church of Christ, Congregational 
(The Fourth First Congregational Church of Christ) 

U.S.G.S. Springfield, South, 

Scale: 1:24,000 ^ ' 

1958 

'^^huninor Ave \ -f • V 

H"^ -| Poiter 



November 11, 1971 

Th« Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation 

National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

At ten t ion : MrsxxS»ttyxMgx«?rtn Miss Mary Means 
CERTIFIED 
'SSSSS!ZSSSX> MAIL 

Dear S i r s , 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 

1. First Church of Christ, Congregational, Springfield, Massachusetts 

2. First Universalist Church, Provincetown, Massachusetts 

These have been declared eligible for submission by th3 XaMachusetts 
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been Signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer. 

Sincerely yours. 

Richard W. Hale, Jr. 
Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

SIT̂ TE . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Date Entered 1 197/ 

Name Location 

County CourthDUM 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

Director, i*sjrtheast Rsgion 

HR Naowland.-mm 1/31/72 

et«t« LiaiecMfi Off lo«r 
mm. Joim F . X. fittvorno 
Sa<nr«t«xy of th« CoMmMMlth 
Cbaiman, » im«eha««t t s Rt«torle«l 

Of f i n of tter s«cr«t«ry 
itat* tkamm 



NOTIFICATION OF GRA.NT-IN-AID ACTION 

1. S I A I E A P P t l C A l l O N I D E N I I f l E R 

7A070490 

2. (licsr.rixU for «st' by Stttle central information recrption agency) 

3. GK 'ANTOR: o. f e d e r o l a o c n c y 

Department of the Interior 

Do IJ 

u.... 
1)<;> 

Spec? 

b. O r y a n i z o t i o n a l unit 

National Park Service 
C. A d m i n i s l e r i n g o f f i ce —(1) N o m e 

Div i s ion of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s s - S t r e e t or P.O. Box 

18th and C Street?;, in-J. 
City 

Washington 
S la te 

D.C. 
Zip C o d e 

20240 
t . FEOrRA l AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: 

25-75-00299-00 
F i r s t Church of Christ , Congregational 
(Court Square Historic Dis tr ic t ) Development 

c. Purpose 
Project work w i l l involve reroofing of the structure. 

5. GRANTEE: o. Name 

Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. D i r . , MA Historical Commission 
City Sta te Z ip C o d e 

Boston Massachusetts 0210.8 
b. A d d r e s s —Stree t or P.O. Box 

40 Beacon Street 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only tlie single most applicable box) 

o . S to l e b. Inter- c. C o u n ^ / d . Ci ty 

s l o te 

s n • ' • 

e. School 

d is t r i c t 

f. Spec ia l 

uni t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

a c t i o n 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n 

O t h e r 

• • • • • 
7. APPLICATION seCeiPT DATE 

Yf io r ^^onth Day 

75 I 12 i 23 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y c o r M o n t h 

76 I 2 
J , . 

D o y 

19 

9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y e o r AWnth D o y 

76 I 2 i 19 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e o r ^^on!h 

79 I 2 
D a y 

18 
n. TYPE Or ACTION (Check as tnany boj:<-F: as apply to tfii'; action) 

O. N e w b. C o n t i n u o t i o n 

g r a n t g r o n t 

C- S u p p l e m e n r a i d . C h a n g e in existinc^ g r a n t 

g r a n t 

( i den t i fy agency in item 16} (l) tncreose in (2) Decrease in (3) Cancellation (4) lncreascC$} (5) DecreaseCS) 
d u r o t i o n d u r a t i o n 

03 • • • • • • • 
12. A / . 'OUNT CF C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . f e d e r a l - ( I ) bas ic (2) S u p p l e m e . i t o l 

1,200 
13. CATAIOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM ( i f none, clarify in item 16) 

b. S ta le 

$3,100* 
c. l o c a l 

s 

d. Other 

o. P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

15.904 
b. S u p p l e m e n t a l P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

) 4 . A U ' I H O f J l Z A T i O N 

o. f e d e r a l B u d g e t Accoun ts 

b. Publ ic Laws 

C. U S C o d e 

Sec. 

89 665 
16 U.S.C. ZT/'O ' 

15. fACILIlY LOCATION: { F o r f a c i l i t y ^ i i n t actions only) 

a. City 

50 Elm Street, Springfield 
b, CouF^ty 

Hampden CD 2 
16. R E A V \ : K S 

*First Church of Christ , Congregational 

Prepared by Division of Grants 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM 2 
J u n e 1 9 7 0 t i u r e c i u o f t h e 

B u d c j f t C i r c u l a r A - 9 8 

? 4 n - l 0 l 


