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The 62 room Hayes Mansion has been referred to as "one of the finest examples of late 
19th century architecture"! in Santa Clara Valley. The Mediterranean Villa style mansioi 
consists of simple clear massing with Italian Renaissance ornamentation in high relief 
framing the exterior of windows and doors. Built in the form of a Maltese Cross, a 
long center section containing an 18-foot wide solarium connects the south wing with 
the north wing. A loggia connects the east wing with the west wing.

Since the Mansion's erection in 1904, it has suffered minor fire, water and roof damage. 
In 1956, a fire broke out in the elevator shaft which destroyed a portion of the second 
floor mezzanine. Water leading through the second floor has caused a section of the 
wooden coffered ceiling in the library to warp. Much of the interior materials have 
been vandalized, including crystal door knobs, carpeting, chandeliers, silk brocade 
wall covering, ornate beveled glass, wood moldings and hardware. Interior wood panel­ 
ling and most moldings remain in excellent condition. Because of the high quality of 
construction, it has sustained only minor plaster cracks from the damaging shakes of 
the 1906 earthquake. Although the Mansion has experienced superficial damage over the 
years, it remains in excellent structural condition.

The Hayes estate originally contained 240 acres. It was a completely self-sustaining 
estate. The Hayes family grew their own fruits and vegetables and raised their own 
livestock. Electricity was supplied by a power plant on the grounds. The property 
also included a post office, railroad station and a carriage stop, a men's dormitory
for fourty ranch hands, and a chapel. None of these structures remain today.

\j . . . . ...

The landscaping was designed by M. Ulrich, the same architect who developed plans for 
the grounds of Hotel Del Monte on the Monterey Peninsula. The beautifully landscaped 
estate included acres of evergreen bowers, flower beds, winding walks bordered with 
roses and groves of oak and eucalyptus. The estate also included 100 acres of apricots, 
pears, peaches, plums, French and German prunes, almonds, cherries, quinces, apples, 
figs, and a large variety of grape vines.

Construction
Concrete and steel foundation with two-foot thick exterior walls of brick, steel 
lathing and stucco finish.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
According to the guidelines set forth by the National Park Service's publication "How 
to Complete National Register Forms", the Hayes Mansion is eligible for National Register 
status for the reason that the Mansion is associated with the lives of persons significan 
in local, state and national history. The Hayes family, Mrs. Hayes Chynoweth (1825- 
1948) built and resided in the Mansion for over forty years. The Hayes brothers both 
contributed to state and regional economic and political growth. Everis A. Hayes not 
only had a significant impact on regional and state affairs, but was a very influential 
figure in the formation of national political policy. Mrs. Hayes-Chynoweth was a devout 
religious leader in San Jose. She built the Sandstone Chapel and established the True 
Life Church of San Jose on the Hayes estate in 1903. She served as Pastor of the church 
until her death in 1905.

In 1904 Everis A. Hayes was elected a member of Congress. He was re-elected six times 
to succeed himself. During the fourteen years of his office, Mr. Hayes served as 
ranking Republican member on the banking and currency committee and the immigration and 
naturalization committee. He was also very active in. the formation of the Federal Reserv 
Act. The most significant contribution Mr. Hayes made to Congress was probably the re­ 
organization of the rules of the House of Representatives which had originated during 
the long tenure of Joseph Cannon as speaker. Mr. Hayes organized the movement against 
the "iron-clad Cannon rules of the house"2 and was chairman of the rules steering com­ 
mittee that drafted the Farm Loan Act passed by the Sixty-fourth Congress, and "had 
more to do with its drafting then any other man in the country".3 Everis Hayes con­ 
tributed to the local governmental structure by organizing the Good Government League 
of San Jose in 1898.

The brothers were both actively involved in establishing an economic base in the Santa 
Clara Valley region by influencing the development of the fruit industry. Jay Orley 
Hayes was largely responsible for the organization of the California Prune and Apricot 
Growers Association and served as director of the organization for several years.

The Hayes brothers 1 largest business enterprise was their involvement in journalism. 
In 1900 they purchased the San Jose Herald, the city's leading evening paper. The 
following year they purchased the San Jose Mercury, the only morning newspaper in the 
city. As a result of their ownership and management, by 1903 the Herald and the Mercury 
"became the most important in the state outside of San Francisco and Los Angeles, and 
wields an influence that is not limited to the Santa Clara Valley".4 in 1942, the 
brothers purchased the San Jose News. For six years the Hayes brothers owned all the 
major newspaper publishing companies in San Jose.
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