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{7z DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
Zexcewrent —_DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD _—RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The A.L. Ferguson-Calderara house, built in the late
Victorian Style with round Classic columns, consists of two
stories and a full basement.

One-by-twelve cypress boarding between the plaster, frame and
exterior sidingmakes this house as well-insulated, if not
better, than most -modern homes.

The rusticated stones of the basement extend above ground some
three feet to provide the main base for the wide veranda

that sweeps across the entire front of the structure and ex-
tends past the south end to halfway the depth of the house.
Rusticated stone bloctks flank the steps leading up to the
veranda., Eight round classic columns with Ionic captials

are set on this veranda and joined by a balustrade.

A sleeping porch (now used as a den) on the second floor has
widely arched removable windows. Above these windows a hand-
arved fluer de lis can be seen.

The triangular roof is steep-pitched and has Gothic ornaments.
The attic window consists of a small arched window flanked

on either side by a small rectangular window, all three with
diamond glass.

The entrance has an oval glass inset, flanked by two full
side windows, that are, in turn, bordered by fretted diamond
glass,

The foyer has a large brick fireplace, built entirely inside,
with step mantles.and a rare pressed brick frieze at mantle
heightth. Built in seats are on each side of the fireplace.

The walls of the foyer as well as the walls of the other formal
rooms downstairs are covered in artist's canvass and have various
designs handpainted in oil.

The ceilings are of heavy,dark, crossed oak beams with beaded
trim, each square of each is handpainted.

The stairway leads from the foyer to the upper floors. A two-
landing stairway, the lower, larger landing window is of beautiful
Tiffany glass. Newels are carved.

From the foyer, a wide archway, which can be closed off by
heavy oak sliding doors, lead to the formal parlor. This is

a particularly beautiful room due to its decor and fine French
furnishings. A tremendous gilt mirror dominates one wall,

A globe chandelier is augumented by small pendant lights at
each cross beam, These small pendant lights ean be turned on
independently. The furnishings in this room include French
inlaid nesting tables, gilded rosewood sofa and chairs and a
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rare corner chair with angled back.

The adjofhg library, which can a2lso be ciosed off with sliding
double doors, contains a large reflectory table, Tudor couch
and fine Persian rug.

The dining room has wide, fretted windows and like the other
rooms in this house, narrow plank wooden floors. The huge
gothic Revival Buffet has jutting wooden giffon on either
side of the enclosed plate glass mirror and claw feet., A
heavy pedestal table, elaborately carved on the base and ex-
tendable to banquet size is surrounded by carved chairs.

An exquiste pier cabinet, beautifully carved and fronted with
curved glass, displays the family silver,

Upstairs are five large bedroom and the den.

With the exception of the moderization of the kitchen and bathrooms,
this house has remained virtually the same as when first built.

This house is particularly unusual in that the furnishings

and interior decor have been left intact from 1905,




B3 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART _—ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X_1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1905 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A.L. Ferguson built this house for his bride and they moved in
on New Years Day in 1905. Mr, Fergunson owned and operated
the Fergunson Lumber company sucessfully for several years.

Upon Nr. Ferguson's death in 1930, Mrs. Ferguson, leaving the
furnishings intact, took her chilren and removed first to
Chicago and later to ST. Louis. She could not bear to live

n the house without her husband but was loath to part with
it. She asked her firned, lrs. Thomas Calderara to live in
the house and care for it.

Mrs. Calderara had first lived in the house as a young girl
when she left her home in Tonitown in Northwest Arkansas

to come to Fort Smith to work for the Fergusons. She had met
and married Thomas Ferguson, member of a prominent Fort Smith
family. The Calderara family had left Italy to first settle
in New Orleans and later moved to Fort Smith in the 1800's.
Thomas Calderara's father, Salvadore had the first fresh pro-
duce market in Fort Smith, the first Ice Cream Parlor and

had large holdings in real estate.

At the time of lirs. Ferguson's request, Mrs. Calderara was also
a widow with a small son, Thomas. Thomas grew up in the

house and after lirs. Fergunson's death was able to purchase

he house with furnishings intact. Here he is bringing up

his own family in the house, amid the furnishings he loved

S0 much as a young man.

Mr. Calderara bought and restored the James M. Sparks home
next door and there he owns and operates Italiano's Italian
Resturant. This house was included in the Nationel Register
of Historic Place in 1972.

Mr. Calderara has lived in the Ferguson house for over thiry
years. This structure has great signifiance in both the
architecture and furnishings as well as the connection with
two prominent Fort Smith families.
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NAME OF PROPERTY Ferguson-Calderara House STATE Arkansas

.The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description:

8 | Sstatement of Significance: Although the area of significance checked at the

Beginning of Section 8 is architecture, the discussion which follows does

not include an evaluation of the property's architectural style and value.

Please include a specific justi fication and evaluation of the house's

significance--beyond the reference to interior integrity. If you believe

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s): Please double-check the UTM references.

Verbal Boundary Description:

12| Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

Other: Please supply the date on which the SHPO signed the form

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to Marcells Sherfy

on the National Register staff, telephone 202-343-6401

Thank you for your attention to the above items. t)z;;. S?’

% A \p\ Date: A%U‘@‘@ﬂ‘?m .

Chief, Branch of Registration

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service



the property is also significant for its associatioms with important

community citizens, please indicate that at the top of the page and describe
more precisely the ways in which the Calderara and Ferguson families

had a historical impact on Fort Smith (what patteras in community
development were they part of; were they prominent i'by virtue of

positions in certain business firm or organizattions, etc.). The

present narrative gives a history of the families and describes

the importance of Salvadore Calderara, but does not discuss the

historic importance of the people directly associated with
this house.
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
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Pf‘:

1. Name i
historic Ferguson-Calderara House
and/or common Calderara House

2. Location

street & number 214 N. 14th St. — not for publication
city, town Fort Smith ____ vicinity of congressional district Third
state  Arkansas code 05 county Sebastian code 131
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____district public X occupied ____agriculture —__ museum
_X building(s) _X private —___unoccupied —_ commercial —_ park
___ structure ___both __work in progress _educational M private residence
—_site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment — religious
____object ____in process __X yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific

___ being considered ___yes: unrestricted —industrial —__ transportation

—_no — military __other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Calderara
street & number 214 North Fourteenth Street
city, town Fort Smith — vicinity of state_Arkansas 72901

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Sebastian County Courthouse
street & number Rogers Avenue and Sixth Street
city, town Fort Smith state Arkansas 72901

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title has this property been determined elegible? ___yes __ no

date — federal ____state ____county ___local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

__X excellent ____deteriorated _X__ unaltered _X__original site
—_good ____ruins ___ altered — moved date
__ fair ___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Ferguson-Calderara House is an irregularly massed structure that is
two-and-one-half storys in height. The massing and detailing of the house are
asymmetrical. The roof is a combination of gables and hips. Gable ends are
located on the east, south, and north elevations. Two tall chimneys rise above
the roof and each chimney is reinforced by an elaborate wrought-iron brace. A
full basement is located beneath the house. Three porches are attached to the
structure. A one-story porch spans all of the east (front) elevation and half
of thesouth elevation. Columns, linked by a balustrade, support the porch.

An enclosed sleeping porch is situated on the southern half of the second
story on the building's east elevation. A one-story porch enclosed with lat-
tice-work is found on the west or rear elevation of the house.

Wood and stone were the primary materials used in the construction of
the Ferguson Ca]derrara House Weatherboard sheaths the exterior. The edges
of the exterior walls are defined by corner boards. The gable ends are shing-
led. A rusticated stone foundation supports the house.

A variety of window types are incorporated into the design of the house.
Most windows are rectangular one-over-one double-hung. These windows vary
in size and are asymmetrically arranged. Other window types include a Pal-
ladian window in the gable end of the east elevation of the structure and an
oculus on the first story of the south elevation. The most elaborate windows
are those of the second story sleeping porch. The four windows of the sleep-
ing porch form an arcade. Each window is a five-centered eliptical arch.
A keystone punctuates each arch.

The entrance to the Ferguson-Calderara House is relatively simple. It
is a single door embellished with an oval glazed-panel. The door is flanked
by sidelights and is surmounted by a transom. The architrave is trabeated.

Most detailing utilized in the design of the house is classical. The
one-story front porch possesses a full entablature sustained by unfluted
columns with Ionic capitals. Ionic pilasters separate the windows of the
second story sleeping porch. The house features a box cornice that is den-
tiled. Carved garlands fill the extrados above the arches on the sleeping
porch.

The balustrade of the one-story front porch features a distinctive
handrail. The porch columns divide the balustrade into seven sections.
The handrail in each section of the balustrade curves in a U-shape.

The interior of the house contains eleven rooms, five on the first floor
and six on the second. The interior is elaborately detailed. Two rooms,
the foyer and the front parlor, are located on the first floor. The foyer
is dominated by a large brick fireplace. The fireplace features a corbel-
led breast and ornated mantel. The mantel line is articulated with curvi-
linear terra cotta relief work. The foyer walls are covered with linen that
has been hand stenciled with flowers. The main staircase is located in the
foyer. The staircase follows a dog-leg plan. The turned balusters and
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carved newel post are distinctive components of the staircase. A stain-
ed glass window overlooks the landing.

The walls are the outstanding element of the front parlor. They
are divided into panels by bamboo-shaped strips. The wall covering
is Tinen canvas that has been handpainted with oils. The design is a
composition portraying books and roses.

Crossed oak beams are a part of the first floor ceilings. The
beams possess a beaded trim. The original wood work found in archi-
traves, baseboards, and other trimwork survives throughout the house.

Te exterior of the Ferguson-Calderara house retains its total in-
tegrity of appearance. The only significant alterations to the interior
are those that accomodate modern plumbing, electrical and kitchen con-
veniences.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

—1500-1599 agriculture _____economics ___literature ____sculpture

— 1600-1699 I architecture _education — military —__ social/

—1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —___'music humanitarian

18001899 _X commerce __exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater

__ X 1900~ ____ communications — industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
Y ____invention ™y + : ___ other (specify)

Specific dates 1904 Builder/Architect

Statement of Sigﬁi'fiéanéé (in one paragraph) : i

The Ferguson-Calderara House is significant both architecturally
and historically. Classical detailing, irregular proportions and a wide
variety of construction materials combine to make the structure an ex-
cellent example of Neo-Colonial Revival architecture. Both the exteri-
or and interior of the house are little altered and are well-preserved.
The historical significance of the home rests largely in the buildings
association with Pine Bluff's commercial history. The Tumber industry
and the closely related furniture industry have long been two bulwarks
of the Pine Bluff economy. A. L. Ferguson, for whom the house was built,
was a pioneer and central figure in the Fort Smith Tumber industry.
Ferguson owned and operated the Ferguson Lumber Company, one of the
largest Tumber companies in the city.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Calderara, Thomas. Interview, April 1978
Yadon, Julia. Reflections of Fort Smith. Fort Smith, Arkansas: Fort Smith
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __Less than one acre.
Quadrangle name I t- SMith, Ark./0Okla. Quadrangle scale _1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Lots 11 and 12, block 16, Fitzgerald Addition.
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Mike Shinn, Historian. Historical Research: Julia Yadon and Bernice Cole

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program  date June 11, 1979

street & number Suite 500, Continental Building telephone (501) 371-2763

cityortown | jitt]e Rock state_ Arkansas 72201
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national ____ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set fort the Heritage Conservation antaot%ﬁon Service.

date June 11, 1979

State Historic Preservation Officer signatur

title State Historic Preservation Offi

GPO 938 835
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October 23, 1979

Mr. Charles Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register

O0ffice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Pension Building

440 G. Street, N.W., Room 137

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Mr. Herrington:

As State Historic Preservation Officer for Arkansas I have directed the
preparation and submission of nominations to the National Register .

of the properties listed below. The Arkansas State Review committee
had reviewed and approved each nomination prior to submission to the
National Register.

Beebe Depot
Ferguson-Calderara House

I hereby certify that the person Tisted in Section 4 of the nominations
are the legal owners of the properties.

In addition, please find copies of boundary descriptions for the following
nominations pending in your office:

C.R. Breckinridge House
Garland County Courthouse
Lakeside Hotel

WiTliam J. Murphy

Sincere]t%
s Q.O.An.é:ﬁ

Joap\Williams Baldridge
Statd Historic Preservation Officer

JWB/JTD/fb

A Division of the Department of Natural & Cultural Heritage
An Equal Opportunity Employer








































































ENTRIZS IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

n b\ g
STATE ARKANSAS
Dats Znteresd L l |
Name Location
Beebe Railroad Station _ Beebe
White County
Ferguson—-Calderara House Fort Smith

Sebastian County

Also Notified

Honorable David H. Pryor

donorable ale bLumpers State Historic Preservation Officer

Honoraole id 3echune Ms. Joan Baldridge

Honorabie John P. Hammerschmidt Director., Arkansas 4Historic Preservation
Progran

Suite 500, Continental Builiding
: YMarkham and ilain Streets
NR 3vers/bir 12/17/79 Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

39X IuxTher lnlformation, 2l2asa call ke Yational Recistasr at






