
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CONWISSION 
294 Washington SfTP(»f Rr.c-(-r.T, UA m i no 

Area Form no. 

A 14 

Reading 

isss 273 P e a r l S t g ^ « 4 -

b r i c Name/^faaesl i i i c Viols .H^use 

' Or ig ina l d v / e l l i n g  

Pres ent r j - .x" '" '—r 

^rship :Q Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Orig ina l owner 

uKCRIPTION:  

Date c. 179^ 

Source rjnn-Pt-rppc! 

Style Gfap-pp-i an \'-er'r\Rc.Ml 

Archi tec t 

Exter ior wal l f ab r i c cla-Qboards 

Outbui 1 dings Cueen Anne garage 

Major a l te ra t ions (with dates)Ijrnglisa 

g a b l e on w e s t / Greek R e v i v a l g a r t cn 

n o r t h vav.ch a l t e r e d . 

Moved r e a r e l l movgd hgrg. Date 1966;re-

Approx. acreage /g, 190 s q . f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n Set t ing races s o u t h on t o p o f a s l o p e , 
A s s o c i a t e s 
Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l Ccmra. 

Date ;Io 

s tone w a l l a l o n g road 

(Staple addi t iona l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This i s a smal l I j - s t o ry house w i t h a gambrel r o o f on i t s f r o n t p o r t i o n . . > 
lew ot ' -er such dwel l ings surv ive i n Reading. The la rge center chimney r i s e s • I 
above the • roof , v;hich i s extended as a sa l tboz behind. A smal l ' ,ouse pre­
v i o u s l y cn v/oburn St ree t was added i n 1966. The door surround i s very s r t ip le ; | 
windows touch the co rn ice . V/indow surrounds ;iave quar te r - round moldings 
on the west facade, and extend beyond the plane of the house. On the south 
facade they are p l a i n . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history ' 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

James N i c h o l s , whose f a m i l y was l i v i n g i n the area, was a shoenaker l i k e 
so many o f h i s contemporaries. He bought the land f rom a shoemaker and 
bisUlt t h i s house c. 1795. He probably made shoes f o r v;holesale, which 
would then have been so ld to one o f the major shoe merchants i n Reading. 
Aj[png w i t h t h i s business, he would have farmed h i s homestead. 

James was the c e n t r a l f i g u r e i n a church controversy whose cause ±s-. not 
w e l l understood, but i t s historj?- allov;s us t o see the c e n t r a l r o l e r e l i g i o n 
played i n community l i f e , and a lso what a s t r o n g l y r e l i g i o u s community 

• Reading was a t the t ime, Nichols was excommunicated by Peter Sanborn from 
the South Parish Church, but j o i n e d a church i n the Nor th Par i sh (North Reading), 
which was o f a d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s bent . 

Pear l S t ree t v/as, before the Andover-Medf ord Turnpike opened i n 1806, 
a raajor road to the n o r t h f o r t h i s community, and v;as f a i r l y h e a v i l y s e t t l e d 

before the 19th cen tury . 

At the t u r n o f the century, Edward Gleason was a farmer and sold m i l k . 
His son, Rodney, continued the m i l k business. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1795 map J- Nichols (James) 
1830 map yes •' ' , -
1 854 map Mathias Gammel-
1875 map I ' l rs . Joseph P. Wilbur 
1389 map Edward S. Gleason 
1898 & 1911 D i r e c t o r i e s 
Bishop, Roof t rees . Chapter 5 
1916 Valua t ion l i s t 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmnunity: 
Reaclin-

Form No: 

Property Name: 273 Pesr l St . 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

CRITERIA FOR EV.ALUATIOU 

The Jar.es r i ichols house i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) f o r i t s ro l e as an e a r l y 
farn/shoemakin,-; homestead; (2) f o r i t s connection w i t h the l o c a l l y 
important I l i cho l s f a . r . i l y , snd r c l i - i o u s d i s s iden t Janes I l i cho l s i n 
p a r t i c u l a r ; and (3) as one o f the few ^^ambrel-roOfed houses rer.ainin:^ 
i n Reacin", I t r e t a in s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , desi~n, s e t t i n - , ma te r i a l s , 
v.'orknpriship, and f ee l in , c , and meets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the na t i ona l 
Re.-ister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
CM2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For HPS u«» on(y 

received ^^ '^^ ' 'T ' 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Nichols, James, House 

62. Nichols, Richard, House 

63. Octagon House 

64. Old Hose House 

69, 

70. 

Entered In tH» 
National Register 

Entered In tH« 
National Register 

Entered In 
National Rot^istcr 

Enteref^ Tr. 

65 Parker Cant Nathaniel Entered In t!ie 
b^. i'arker Lapt. Nathaniel, jj^^ional Register 

Red House 

66. Parker House 
(52 Salem St.) 

67. Parker, Joseph, House 

Entered in tha 
National Register 

Entered In the 
National Register 

Fntered in the' 
68. Parker, Samuel, House feiifiJAl^ygister 

Parker, Stillman, House Entered In tlia 
Kational Register 

Parker House 
(316 Haven S t . ) Entered In t^e 

national BeffisteT 

'Keeper 

Attest 

^*^eper 

Attest 

jfeeper 

Attest 

/^fTeeper 

Attest 

^^5^per 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

•^Keeper 

Attest 

^Xeepev 

Attest 

^^*Tteeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

X^^^*^*-A^r^ 7-/y-î '/ 

AAjUL^..^A^Y^ 779-^9 

(AL^-^^-^-fSj^ ^ 7-/9-ti 

^ 

-peeper ^^^A^M^^^^^^^^t^^^ 7 vy-i^</ 

peeper X^LM-^v^-.^A^Sy^ 77 9-j^ 

/:)(A^l.^^..^./^y^ 7-/9-f'7 

TTf-iy 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Nichola, James, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CD resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
O appeal 

im sample d l request 

VA, M JUN / 4/1984 
Workmg No. / / 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: ^' ̂  

rcu. ncy. LB. / y ^ ^ 

Date Due: 7 --s- -<iy Ay -/ 9 A-fA  
Action: ^--T^CEPT / 7 - / f - i r f 

Batered In t l is RETURN 

National Begister REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review/: CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited t)elow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CH good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 
moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
CD boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


