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1. Name of Property 
historic name East Main/High Stireet H i s t o r i c D i . s r r i r t 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number East Main . H igh , Churrh, Park, 1̂  F r a n k l i n •q^T^«.«.̂ c not for publication 
city, town G r e e n f i e l d vicinity 
state Massachusprr?; code n?S county F r a n k l i n code zip code o^3Q^ 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
Q private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
Q district 
• site 
I I structure 
I I obiect 

Number of Resources within Property 

Noncontributing Contributing 
*60 13 

60 14 

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 
Total 

Name of related^multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
I x|nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion']the propai meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuatioa shabt. 

— w 
Signature of certifying official 

Date 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau State H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
1, hereby, certify that this property is: 

LU entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. QI] See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

• i nc ludes o u t b u i l d i n g s 



6. Function or Use p^ict- u ^ i n / m o h SrreRt H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , G r e e n f i e l d , Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domest ic / s ingle d w e l l i n g 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domes t ic / s ing le d w e l l i n g 
R e l i g i o n / r e l i e i o u s s t r u c t u r e R e l i g i o n / r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e 

L i b r a r y S o c i a l / c i v i c , clubhouse 
TransDor ta t ion / road r e l a t e d ( v e h i c u l a r ) Hea l th Care 

P r o f e s s i o n a l O f f i c e s 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Early Republic: Federal foundation brick, stone masonry 
Mid-19th Century: Greek Revival. Gothic Revival,walls wood, stone, brick, synthetics  
Egyptian Revival 
Late Victorian: Victorian. Italianate. Second roof asphalt shingles, slate 
Empire, Queen Anne, Stick Style, Shingle Style other 
Late 19th & 20th Century Revivals: Colonial 
Revival. Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, Modern, Other 
Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

East Main/High Street District is a residential neighborhood located just east 
of Greenfield's downtown. One of the earliest residential settlements in 
Greenfield, it contains significant structures dating from 1810 to 1910. East 
Main and High Streets form the eastern and southern edge of the district, 
which is also state Route 2A, a major east-west transportation route passing 
through town. Secondary streets extend from this artery to the west boundary. 
Franklin Street, which lies just east of commercial developments lining 
Federal Street (Routes 5-10). The district is bounded on the north by less 
consistent, more modern residential development,. , 

There are 57 buildings standing in this 33-acre district, which includes two 
modern commercial intrusions and three other noncontributing residences. 
Fifty one are residential structures; however, a number of them have been 
adapted for use as professional offices. Three churches, one library 
structure and a former automobile garage are also included. 

Fine old homes and well-maintained lawns define this district. Many of the 
houses, particularly those on Main Street and High Street, are set back 
approximately 50 feet and tucked behind hedges and trees. Setbacks/front 
yards on the side streets--Park, Church and Franklin--are of a much more 
modest scale. Parking lots fill two spaces where houses were demolished. 
There are no public greenspaces. 

The architectural character of the district reflects the continual evolution 
of the neighborhood over time from the early 1800s to the early 1920s. Key 
business and political leaders settled in this district to be in close 
proximity to Greenfield as it grew in importance as a center for the county 
and regional business. Primarily upper and middle class in scale, the variety 
of styles found here reflect the wide distribution of professional, political, 
and merchant citizens who built homes in this district. Styles found in the 
district include: Federal, Georgian, Greek Revival, Got|iic Revival, 
Italianate, Stick Style, Queen Anne, Mansard, and Classical Revival. A 
majority of these buildings are constructed of wood; but there are several 
made of brick and stone. Unfortunately, some of the structures were sided 
later with aluminum, stucco, or artificial shingles. The level of decoration 
fluctuates considerably, ranging from elaborate Victorian-Mansard detailing to 
simplified, but academic Classical decor. Several houses are said to contain 
designs of the nationally known architect Asher Benjamin. 

f x l See continuation sheet 
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The two earl iest houses in the d i s t r i c t date from the 1810s and 1820s, and 
have similar two-story, 5-bay form, with side chimneys. The Morgan-AIlen 
House, 491 Main Street (1816-18, Map #7), a white clapboard house with a 
hipped roof, and the Smith House, 497 Main Street (1824, Map #8), a brick 
masonry residence with a later shed dormer added across the f ront , are both 
Federal or Adam sty le. Both residences have central entry porches, with some 
elaboration at the front door. At the Morgan-Allen House, the hipped roof 
culminates with an unusual widow's walk, and the central entry of the house is 
accentuated by a secondary gable peak at the roof. The Main Street entrance 
of the Smith House features a glazed fan l igh t above the door and narrow 
sidel ights. Also Federalist in sty le, but much later and more elaborate is 
the Bird-Fessenden House, 488 Main Street (1845-46, Map #10). An open 
veranda, detailed with harmoniously proportioned columns and half arches, 
wraps around three sides of the main brick structure, adding to the spatial 
impact of the building. The house is Jeffersonian in character, with 
fu l l -height double hung windows at the f i r s t f loor , delicate brick arches at 
doorways, and the central Palladian window over the entrance at the second 
f loor . A few early Greek Revival s t y l i s t i c elements include a dentil led 
cornice l ine and a Greek Revival pedimented roof above the central entry. The 
s ty l i s t i c evolution evident in this d i s t r i c t does not follow the s t r i c t 
chronology. As the town grew, i t s new cit izens came from disparate parts of 
the country, bringing with them their own architectural preferences. Greek 
Revival style became very important in the Franklin County area, and di f ferent 
examples of i t are evident in this d i s t r i c t . The Gould-Clapp-Potter House, 
486 Main Street (1827, Map #6), is an early and unusual example of Greek 
Revival architecture. The facade, strongly organized by the Ionic temple 
motif, has four f luted two-story columns that support a central overhanging 
wood roof pediment. The central column and pediment arrangement repeats at 
the two one-story side wings. Nine t a l l chimneys accent the dark slate roof. 
This house has an unusual Southern f lavor, seen in the deep roof overhang and 
two-story columns, which may ref lect the original owner's Louisiana 
associations. As in three other residences in the d i s t r i c t , architectural 
details from the Asher Benjamin pattern books are featured in the building. 

Although not or ig inal ly located in Greenfield, one example of inst i tut ional 
Greek Revival architecture stands in the d i s t r i c t , the Coldbrook Springs 
Baptist Church/First Church of Christian Scientists, 463 Main Street (1846, 
Map #1). Moved to this location before the construction of the Quabbin 
Reservoir in 1936, the structure was ent irely rebui l t with a ta l le r steeple, 
giving the church a reproduction qual i ty. Nonetheless, the main body of the 
building is an important Greek Revival structure, featuring four two-story 
f luted columns at the front porch, a pedimented roof l ine, and double doorways 
at the f ront . 

continued 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

East Main/High Street Historic D i s t r i c t 
Greenfield, Massachusetts 

Section number Page I 

The evolution from Greek Revival to Italianate can be seen in the styling of 
two other residences in the district, which also have direct association with 
Asher Benjamin: the Fay-Griswold House, 51 Church Street (1854, Map #25), and 
the house across Church Street from i t , the Taylor-Russell House, 40 High 
Street (1855-56, Map #22). Heavily dentilied eave detailing, tall 6/6 sash, 
projecting head molding at the door and window openings, and columnated 
porches are Asher Benjamin pattern book details used in both residences. 
Beyond these Greek Revival features, the massing of the houses indicates the 
new Italianate style. The vertical proportions, bay window, and asymmetrical 
massing of the Griswold House is typical Italianate villa; the basic square 
shape of the Russell House can be said to be "Tuscan", with Italianate 
features such as the bay window on the north, horizontal flat board siding, 
and a low pitched roof. Joseph Childs, a locally popular builder, was 
responsible for the construction of both houses, as well as the Greenfield 
Historic Society, 43 Church Street (ca. 1851, Map #28). The tal1 stately 
windows and overall proportions suggest the Italianate style in which this 
masonry house was originally built. However, in 1886 the residence was 
thoroughly renovated, with the roof changed to the mansard style, and an 
addition built to the rear. 

The Italianate style is one of the most common in this district. The house at 
32 High Street (Map #19) has the same "Tuscan" massing as the Russell house, 
as does the house at the corner of Park and Franklin (Map #46). Villa type 
massing appears at 11 Park Street, and very simplified, two-story bracketed 
cottages, gable end to the street, are found at 9 Park Street (Map #45) and 69 
Franklin Street (Map #47). 

The bracketed villa is typified in the Beals House, High Street (1850, Map 
#14). Its asymmetrical massing, low pitched roof with a wide bracketed 
overhang, tall French windows at the porch, and veranda porch with an 
intricately detailed handrail are features typical of the style. This house 
and its identical neighbor to the north (Map #16) are fine examples of the 
bracketed villa scaled down for a new middle class of merchants and 
professionals. A few examples of Gothic Revival-style architecture appear in 
residences and a church. The Grinnell/Tufts House, 500 Main Street (1846, Map 
#9), was originally a modest Egyptian/Gothic Revival cottage, as evidenced by 
hood window moldings, unusual corner pendants at the roof, lancet arch windows 
under three roof gables, and splayed interior wood door casings. This 
prominently situated residence was enlarged considerably in 1888, when 
asymmetrical forms were added, as well as many Victorian features. The house 
was simplified again in 1929: a tower and some of the "gingerbread" 
ornamentation was removed. A small house at 68 Franklin Street (Map #48) also 
has the appearance of a small Gothic Revival cottage. 

St. James Episcopal Church, 8 Church Street (1847, Map #40), is a masonry 

continued 
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National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ' Page ̂  l̂ "̂- "̂ "̂̂  ^^l^^^ Historic District 
G r e e n f i e l d , Massachusetts 

Structure with very vertical massing. I ts steep gabled roof supports a belfry 
that forms a pleasing symmetry with the rose window over the main portico and 
arched doorway. The most notable feature of the church is the stained glass, 
which is the oldest in the county and, possibly, the state. 

Many of the houses, as is clear from descriptions above, are an amalgamation 
of numerous styles. For example, the Kellogg-Conant House, 28 High Street 
(ca. 1854, Map #17), is a handsome mixture of Greek Revival and Queen Anne. 
The original house was a two-story Greek Revival cottage with pedimented 
rooflines containing round windows and brackets beneath the eaves, facing both 
Park and High Streets. Around the 1870s, an e l l , a three-story tower, and a 
columnated porch with a picturesque pagoda at the south were added to the 
building. The harmony of Greek Revival with later styles here is typical of a 
number of residences in this d i s t r i c t , such as ]7_ (Map #13) and 35 (Map #20) 
High Street. 

At the beginning of the 1870s, approximately half of the structures in the 
High Street/East Main Street d i s t r i c t had been bu i l t . At this time, the 
economy of Greenfield was again growing stroffgly, a trend that continued 
fa i r l y consistently through the end of the century. The d i s t r i c t includes a 
wide variety of Victorian style houses, from Stick Style to High Gothic 
Revival. One of the better Stick Style houses in Greenfield is the H. K. 
Simons House, 22 High St. (1876, Map #15). This side-hall residence has an 
unusually t a l l , rectangular tower with a very elongated slate roof. The 
characteristic criss-cross stickwork appears below the cornice; this motif is 
repeated at the porch balustrade and decorative trusses at roof gables. 
Window trim is banded continuously and the porch is braced with d is t inc t ive, 
arched stickwork. Another modest and simplif ied example of Stick Style is 
found at 51 High Street (Map #24), where a three-bay cottage, end gable to the 
street, has banded door and window trim also. 

The f i r s t Queen Anne v i l l a bu i l t in Greenfield is probably the Charles Field 
House, 43 High Street (ca. 1870, Map #23). I ts asymmetrical and complex 
massing, with a play of a variety of slate gables arranged over porches, 
wings, and dormers, makes a bold statement at the head of Church Street. The 
exterior f in ish was radically changed when stucco and half-timbering were 
applied in 1907 to give i t a Tudor Revival appearance. I t is possible that 
some, perhaps most, of the half-timbering was or ig inal ly stickwork, alluding 
to Stick Style derivation. 

Another romantic Queen Anne v i l l a is found at 474 Main Street, the Wright 
House (1881, Map #4). This wood frame residence was designed by architect J . 
C. Currier of Holyoke for Aaron Wright, a rai lroad bridge builder. The 
oriqinal paint colors of clapboards and tr im are reported to have been bright 
yellow, red, and brown. The roof is banded in two colors of slate and the 

continued 
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several large gables are r ichly carved and detailed. Although an unfortunate 
pair of additions to the south and west elevations were added to the f i r s t 
f loor in the mid 1950s, the elaborate detail on the remainder of the building 
indicates i t s advanced mid-Victorian architecture. Another possible Queen 
Anne v i l l a may be found at 14 Park Street, where a bracketed roof, with 
bracketed dormer, gables, and a front porch, indicate Queen Anne form, but the 
exterior wall material has been changed to brick, covering any former deta i l . 
The H.K. Simons House, 22 High Street (1876, Map #15), has Stick Style 
e1ements, in an elaborate, vertical composition. 

The structure adjacent to the west of the Wright house was also designed by 
J.C. Currier: the Snow-Greenfield Club, 466 Main Street (1881, Map #2). The 
building boasts an engaged front entrance turret and a south-facing porch that 
is supported by brackets extending from f lu ted, capped pairs of posts. A 
mansard roof includes two Queen Anne styled brick chimneys; large dentils 
emphasize the roof cornice. This mansard style is also found at the 
Greenfield Historical Society, 43 Church Street (Map #28), and an unusually 
eclectic version across the street, the Wise House, 40 Church Street (Map #29). 

Further s t y l i s t i c developments in Victorian residential architecture in the 
d i s t r i c t include a variant of the Shingle Style, which is exemplified by the 
W. N. Potter House, 24 Church Street (1889, Map #33). This elegant, 
volumetric three-story residence is the f inest of the period in town. 
Fishscale shingles are used on both the second and th i rd f loors; fine carving 
and exterior paneling appear in the entrance porch/second f loor balcony, the 
projecting th i rd- f loor gable, and the second-floor enclosed porch (formerly a 
porte-cochere) on the south side. Windows have sixteen panes in the upper 
sash and one l igh t in the lower sash. At the roof l ine, a copper f in ia l 
decorates the point of the rounded conical roof on the three-story tower; a 
carved double volute adorns the ridge of the main hipped roof, which was once 
undoubtedly slate. Another f ine Shingle Style example is at the Washburn 
House, 15 Franklin Street (1882, Map #56); the Ward House, 42 Franklin Street 
(1880, Map #50), is a less graceful variant of the sty le. 

Another late Queen Anne residence, of mixed pedigree, is the Ripley-Root 
House, 479 Main Street (1834, 1883, Map #3). The original portion of the 
house has simple Federalist l ines: the exterior sandstone walls are in a 
random ashlar pattern with wide, irregular jo in ts unsystematically scored, 
with precisely cut granite window s i l l s and l i n t e l s . In 1883, the building 
was added to heavily, accounting for the overall Queen Anne appearance: the 
wood gable facing the street boasts peacock l ike carving and f ish scale 
shingles, and the east and west elevations have large second story 
projections, supported by massive knee braces. A stained glass oval window is 
a feature of the west elevation. 

continued 
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Two of the inst i tut ions in the d i s t r i c t are designed with fine but very 
di f ferent Victorian sty l ing. At the southwest corner of the d i s t r i c t is the 
Greenfield Library Association, 7 Franklin Street (1878, Map #57). Designed 
by J . R. Richards of Boston, this building is the most signif icant Gothic 
Revival structure in Greenfield. The exterior walls and buttresses are brick 
set in dark mortar, with s i l l s , l i n t e l s , and wall caps of buff-colored Ohio 
sandstone. Multiple corbels at the eaves and skewed soldier-course inset 
panels embellish the brickwork. The steeply pitched slate roof is topped with 
an elaborately detailed, narrow cupola sheathed with fishscale slate 
shingles. Most of the windows have borders of stained glass. The other 
inst i tut ional bui lding, at the northern end of the d i s t r i c t , is styled in what 
might be termed Arts and Crafts, or Tudor Revival. The F i rs t Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 25 Church Street (1885, Map #34), has undergone many 
transformations due to moving, additions, siding changes, and spire 
renovations. However, the overall impression remains consistently 
s igni f icant, and the church contains important stained glass windows. The 
primary window is of a Good Shepherd motif, unsigned, with Tiffany-style 
leading and glass, and also features unique pla i t ing in the lambs. 

The lone industrial structure in the d i s t r i c t , the A. D. Potter Garage, 13 
Newell Court (1896, Map #38), is typical of most of Greenfield's 19th-century 
industrial buildings; two-story brick construction, arched windows, a low 
pitched roof, and double-hung windows with original sash are found in many 
factory and commercial buildings. The corbelled cornice is more decorative 
than most, indicative of i t s late Victorian construction. 

Just before the turn of the century, the Neoclassical style became popular, 
and a number of examples exist in the d i s t r i c t . The Isabella Russell House, 
29 Franklin Street (ca. 1890, Map #53), is one of the earl iest and best 
examples of this sty le. The house has a formal a i r : a two-story, 
four-columned front portico is the primary decoration on a simple, synmetrical 
cube, of stately proportions. The Wise House 40 Church Street (1864, Map #29) 
has Neoclassical demeanor, with wood-block quoined trim at the corners, yet i t 
predates this style by at least th i r t y years. Fourteen High Street (1893, Map 
#12) is Classical in deta i l ing, and a number of other houses in the d i s t r i c t 
have the square, fomial shape typical of the style (1893 Map #27, 49, 55). 
The stately residence at 15 Park Street (ca. 1920, Map #41) is a la ter , more 
developed version of this sty le. 

Intrusions are few in the d i s t r i c t ; the modern structures are visually 
inconsistent, though they appear to be fa i r l y unobtrusive. The medicaToffice 
building is set far back into i t s l o t , sandwiched between two parking lots on 
Church and Park Streets; the other recent commercial building has a very du l l , 
dark facade. The non/contributing structures--houses that have been 

cont inued 
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unsympathetically changed--are minor and relat ively few in number. 

cont inued 
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Archaeological Description 
While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the d i s t r i c t , i t is 
possible that sites are present. At least twelve sites have been recorded in 
the general area (within one mi le) . This factor, and locational 
characteristics of the d i s t r i c t , high level ground between the Green and 
Connecticut Rivers, indicates favorable conditions and a reasonable basis to 
expect prehistoric s i tes. The nature of later historic development also 
indicates that sites could survive in this area. While development has been 
extensive in the d i s t r i c t , i t has largely been l imited to residential 
development with some open space, rather than extensive commercial development 
with larger structures and l i t t l e open space as found elsewhere in town. 

There is signif icant historical archaeological potential within the d i s t r i c t . 
Archaeological survey and testing could help determine whether or not 
archaeological survivals exist from Colonial Period settlement in the area. 
Higher histor ic archaeological potential exists for the d i s t r i c t ' s 19th 
century settlement. Archaeological testing around extant resident ial , 
religious and civ ic structures could determine i f the remains of outbuilding 
and occupational-rel ated features (-trash p i t s , pr iv ies, wells) survive. 



8. Statement of Signi f icance E a s t M a i n / H i g h S t r e e t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . G r e e n f i e l d . Massachu.serrg 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

CU nationally I I statewide [ x ] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria C U B [ X ] C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A Q c • £ | | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significemt Dates 
A r r h i t ^ P r M i r p c a . 1 8 0 0 - 1 9 2 4 
r n m n i i m i r y P l a n n i n g a n d D e v e l o p m e n t 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A A s h e r B e n j a m i n 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The architecture of the East Main High Street Historic Dis t r ic , a 
well-preserved downtown residential d i s t r i c t ref lects Greenfield's sustained 
growth from the Federal period to the late Industrial period (1920^. There 
are 57 buildings within the d i s t r i c t ; only f ive are noncontributing modern 
intrusions or houses that have been altered beyond recognition. Fine examples 
of Federal, I ta l ianate, Bracketed, Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Neoclassical 
styles were bu i l t during the period of significance. Three of the buildings 
in the d i s t r i c t have designs influenced by a nationally renowned architect. 
Thus the East Main/High Street Historic D is t r i c t meets c r i te r ia A and C of the 
National Register, and is important on the local leve l . Greenfield was 
or ig inal ly included in the 8,000-acre Deerfield grant in 1673. In 1753, the 
main part of the town was established as i t s own d i s t r i c t , not including the 
Cheapside d i s t r i c t along the Deerfield River. Incorporated as the Town of 
Greenfield in 1775, i t s eastern d i s t r i c t later became the Town of Gil l in 
1793, following the Fall River boundary. Cheapside was f ina l ly annexed to 
Greenfield in 1896, with the Deerfield River as i t s southern boundary. 

The ear l iest settled d i s t r i c t in Greenfield was Cheapside, with white sett lers 
recorded there in 1686. This settlement prompted improvement of the local 
t r a i l system, and at this time Court Square was established as an axis. Main 
Street was defined in 1749. Then, the civ ic center of the town was located at 
Trap Plain Common. By 1776, the settlement included 735 individuals, many of 
whom were former Deerfield residents. At this time, seven mil ls were in 
operation in Greenfield, and a c lo th ier 's shop, t a i l o r , blacksmith, and 
general store were doing business on Main Street. The primary town center was 
started during the Colonial period; however, due to later commercial 
development, none of the thirty-some houses/structures indicated on a 1774 map 
survive. 

During the Federal period, 1755-1840, local transportation routes to the Main 
Street axis were signi f icant ly improved, with the opening of Federal Street to 
Trap Plain Commor> (1787) and the construction of the Cheapside bridge over the 
Deerfield River (1798). East-west routes al so j j iproved, with the construction 
of the F i f th Massachusetts Turnpike on Highlan(Dl9tf)Wn*^#'<'0i!h^tist Greenfield 
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the construct ion of the house from winnings of a Louisiana l o t t e r y t i c k e t , but 
when the funds ran out , the house remained an incomplete shell fo r e ight 
years. Subsequently, Henry Wells Clapp—a successful New York City jewelry 
maker and f inancier--purchased the house in 1835, when he " r e t i r e d " to 
Greenf ield. Clapp was an ear ly investor in the John Russell Cutlery Factory 
(which eventual ly grew to be the largest industry in Greenf ie ld) , President of 
the Greenfield Bank, and founder of the Frankl in County Agr icu l ture Society. 
In 1892, the structure was sold to A. D. Pot ter , a very successful grain 
merchant and an avid auto enthusiast . George B i rd , also a successful merchant 
from New York C i t y , constructed his residence (Map #10) at the corner of High 
Street and Main Street in 1845-1846. Mrs. Bird was one of the ea r l i e s t 
downtown merchants. In 1900, the property was sold to Frankl in Goodrich 
Fessenden, who had a large law pract ice in town, and became Judge of Superior 
Court as well as an o f f i c e r of the Frankl in Savings I n s t i t u t i o n . Thus the 
e a r l i e s t Federal-period houses were the resu l t of the growth of the new 
professional and commercial e l i t e . 

The Early Indust r ia l Period was a time of s i gn i f i can t growth in Greenf ield. 
With the a r r i va l in 1846 of the Connecticut River Rai l road, Cheapside l o s t i t s 
prominence and commercial prosperi ty as river* t r a f f i c became less important. 
The r a i l r o a d , passing through the center of town j u s t to the south of Main 
St reet , promoted fu r ther commercial growth at the center of town, and spurred 
indus t r ia l development throughout. A successful cu t le ry operation became the 
largest industry in Greenf ie ld, lay ing the groundwork fo r the toolmaking and 
tap-and-die indust r ies of succeeding periods. The Russell cassimere-producing 
plant continued to operate at the Fal l River, and three baby carriage 
factor ies and other small wooden tool production developed during t h i s 
per iod. A number of worker, middle c lass , and e l i t e neighborhoods in 
Greenfield developed substant ia l ly by the end of the 1850s; important 
businessmen fol lowed the e a r l i e r trend and b u i l t t h e i r houses in the East 
Main/High Street d i s t r i c t . Approximately one- th i rd of the houses in the 
d i s t r i c t date from th i s per iod, wi th many notable examples of the I ta l i ana te 
s t y l e . The Grinnel 1-Tufts house (Map #9) s i t s on one of the town's oldest 
s i t e s , replacing a wood farmhouse o r i g i n a l l y owned by Grennel l 's grandfather. 
George Grennel l , the o r ig ina l owner of the present house, was a powerful 
lawyer and p o l i t i c i a n . He became a State Senator 1824-1827, Member of 
Congress 1828-1838, Registrar of Probate 1849-1853, a Clerk of Court 
1854-1861, and also a President ia l E lector . Other a c t i v i t i e s included a 
partnership in Grennell and Aiken Law Firm, the Presidehcy of the 
Greenfield-Troy Rai l road, and the dut ies of Brigadier General. His son, James 
Seymour Grennel l , who changed the spe l l ing of his name to Gr inne l l , was also a 
prominent Greenfield c i t i z e n . Although admitted to the bar in 1846, he 
devoted most of his time to the study of ag r i cu l t u re . He was elected to the 
Senate in 1882, co l lec ted the most complete pr ivate l i b r a r y in Massachusetts, 
and was one of the leaders i n founding the state ag r i cu l tu ra l co l lege. 

continued 
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Other key figures in Greenfield in the mid-18th century built their houses in 
this neighborhood as well. Henry W. Clapp had Church Street opened in 1845, 
and in 1854 sold nearby property to Charles Fay, who built his house at 51 
Church Street (1854, Map #25). Fay, originally from Northfield, was a partner 
in a grocery business that included Thomas Wait and Charles Field. Whiting 
Griswold purchased the property sometime around 1858 (according to period town 
maps); an important Greenfield Democrat, he was State Senator in the 1850s as 
well as a possible gubernatorial candidate, active in Civil War politics, an 
early supporter of women's suffrage, an officer of the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad, and an incorporator of the county Agricultural Society. 

Next door, Rinaldo Taylor was the first owner of an Italianate house at 40 
High Street, (1855-56, Map #22). When he was twenty-one, Taylor worked as 
editor of the Franklin Democrat, and later became the proprietor of the only 
millinery store in Franklin County. In 1854, he acquired the Taylor Block on 
Main Street; Taylor is also noted for having worked at the Boston Customs 
House and having participated in the 1849 Gold Rush. Nathaniel Russell, the 
founder of the satinet mill in Factory Hollow who also joined his brothers in 
establishing the John Russell Cutlery Company, retired to this house in 1864. 

Further down Church Street, popular builder J. Childs sold his newly 
constructed house (Map #28) to Thomas Wait. Wait, a freight hauler, was also 
in the grocery business with Charles Field and Charles Fay, his Church Street 
neighbors. Around 1880, the building was sold to John Devlin, a retired New 
York merchant, who is responsible for its current appearance. 

Two institutional buildings of the Early Industrial period survive in 
Greenfield. The oldest church building in use in town is the Coldbrook 
Springs Baptist Church/First Church of Christian Scientists (1842, Map #1), 
but its existence in Greenfield is relatively new. Originally, this structure 
stood in Coldbrook, Massachusetts, but was moved in 1936, when the Greenfield 
Christian Scientist Society purchased the building, making way for the Quabbin 
Reservoir. During its tenure at Coldbrook, William Lloyd Garrison, the 
Northeastern abolitionist, often spoke there, and anti-slavery groups held 
regular meetings there. The Christian Scientists of Greenfield first formally 
organized in 1905. They met in various places until they bought this 
property, which originally was part of the residence of John Haigis. 

In 1812, an Episcopal sect split from the main Congregational parish to form 
the Saint James Episcopal parish. William Grennell and five other men from 
Connecticut were founding members. They built their fi r s t church in 1813; i t 
was a New England style-meetinghouse with Gothic details. After selling the 
first structure to the Methodist Society in 1847, they constructed the 
existing masonry church (1847, Map #40). Springfield architect Henry Sykes, 

continued 
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who designed many of Greenfield's more elaborate buildings, planned this 
church using designs from St. Mary's Church of the Virgin in Leeds, England. 
Historians believe Connecticut River shipwrights were hired to build the 
church's open trusses. I t is interesting to note that in 1816, the 
Congregationalist parish i t se l f divided, with the Second Congregational 
Society deciding to locate their place of worship at Court Square. They used 
the second f loor of the Franklin County Courthouse unt i l their meetinghouse 
was completed in 1819. This change in religious groupings reinforced the Main 
Street/High Street axis as a center for commerce and residences for the 
merchant/lawyer/professional class. 

By 1870, the population stood at 3,589, many of whom were foreign-born, coming 
to the Greenfield area to work in many burgeoning manufacturing plants. The 
Late Industrial Period (1870-1915) was the period of Greenfield's strongest 
growth and prosperity. Tap-and-die manufacture developed strongly, ultimately 
bringing the town a worldwide reputation for excellence in this industry. 
Although a number of industries moved to Turners Falls in the 1870s and 1880s, 
Greenfield steadily outpaced i t s neighbor in economic growth, primarily due to 
i t s position as the northern railroad hub of the Connecticut Valley. A number 
of new industries developed at this time, including: Cutler, Lyons & Field, a 
boot and shoe manufacturer; Emil Weissbrod, a pocketbook maker; F. A. Rugg, a 
rake producer; and A. F. Towle & Sons, silversmiths. Many of these industries 
continue to prosper in Greenfield today. 

Tremendous residential growth was achieved by the end of the period, 
establishing most of the present-day appearance of the East Main/High Street 
d i s t r i c t . Notable examples of Stick Style, Queen Anne, Shingle Style, and 
Neoclassical houses were bu i l t during this period. 

H. W. Clapp, a prominent businessman in the community, or ig inal ly owned the 
Queen Anne v i l l a at 43 High Street (ca. 1870, Map #23). Field operated one of 
Greenfield's largest enterprises, a baby carriage factory. Following in the 
footsteps of his father, a carriage-maker. Field produced sturdy carriages, 
using the abundant supply of local ash wood, and the business grew quickly 
into a large competitive industry. Field i n i t i a l l y started out in the grocery 
business with Fay and Wait, two neighbors of his on Church Street; after his 
success with baby carriages, he lent his support to a new shoe enterprise. 
Cutler, Lyons & Field. Frederick Ulr ich, owner of the Toiletine Company, was 
the th i rd proprietor of the house; he was probably responsible for the Tudor 
Revival renovations to the house. 

Other important businessmen who bu i l t residences in the d i s t r i c t at this time 
include Newell Snow, a manufacturer (Map #2), Aaron Wright, a railroad builder 
(Map #4), and Chester Conant, a Judge of Probate who bought the Greek Revival 
residence at 28 High Street (Map #15) and completely changed th^ building into 

continued 
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a Queen Anne style home. 

Waymes N. Potter, the original owner of the house at 24 Church Street (1889, 
Map #33), was an important businessman in Greenfield, who, in the early 1860s, 
organized his own grain business--Potter, Maynard & Co. Eventually, under the 
continued direction of his son, A. D. Potter, this enterprise became the 
largest grain dealership in the state, with a chain of twenty-six stores and 
elevators. He also was responsible for building the garage at Newell Court 
(1896, Map #38). In 1926, State Senator John Haigis bought the house and 
lived there unt i l 1942. 

Mrs. Isabella Russell, daughter of Henry Wells Clapp, and an in-law of the 
Russells, had 29 Franklin Street (ca. 1890, Map #53) bu i l t , again f i l l i n g out 
the d i s t r i c t with middle to upper class houses. 

Religious organizations proliferated during the Late Industrial period, with 
Methodist, Unitarian, Catholic, and Baptist parishes being.established. The 
Methodist Episcopal Society was established in 1831, under the leadership of 
Calvin Newton. Their f i r s t site was at the corner of Hope and Main, where 
they erected a modest one story building ca. 1834. In 1846, financial 
d i f f i cu l t i es forced them to sell the church, which was then moved and 
converted for other uses. The Methodists then held services at the Town Hall 
unt i l they purchased the former St. James Episcopal Church building and moved 
i t to a lo t on Church Street. Ira G. Ross designed the present building in 
1883, a Shingle Style/Craftsman building (Map #23), with the construction 
completed in 1885. In 1902, the church was moved to the present site when 
room had to be made for the extension of Franklin Street. At this time, the 
Society enlarged their building. They erected a parsonage in 1912, so they 
refinished the exterior of the church with stucco to match the house. 

The Neoclassical style is important to the East Main/High Street Historic 
D is t r i c t . Within the d i s t r i c t , the latest example of this style is the 
Burrage House on 87 Franklin Street (ca. 1924, Map # 3 2 ) . 

Greenfield's industries boomed during the F i rs t World War, but the postwar 
depression took i t s t o l l , and the population started to decline in the early 
1920s. A few double-decker rental buildings were constructed in the 1910s and 
1920s in this otherwise fu l l y developed residential neighborhood. 

cont inued 
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Archaeological Significance 
Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Greenfield, part icularly along the 
Green River, are poorly understood, any surviving sites would be signif icant. 
Sites in this area have the potential to further document native subsistence 
and settlement act iv i t ies along the Connecticut River drainage and one of i t s 
major t r ibutar ies, the Green River. Sites found in this area can also further 
document the nature of differences and/or s imi lar i t ies behind native 
adaptations between di f ferent secondary drainages in the area. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential. for 
providing detailed information on Colonial settlement in the area, and for 
adding to the database for the period of the d i s t r i c t ' s sustained growth from 
the Federal to Late Industrial Period. Colonial Period settlement was present 
in the area; however, later development removed a l l structural examples of the 
period. Accordingly, any Colonial Period survivals would be important in 
documenting that period of Greenfield's settlement. Archaeological survivals 
of the later Federal through Late Industrial Period would also be important in 
further documenting the social , cu l tu ra l , and economic characteristics of 
Greenfield's inhabitants during the town's period of flourescence. 
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EAST MAIN/HIGH STREET DISTRICT DATA SHEETS 

MAP INV. HISTORIC STREET DATE OF RESOURCE 
# # NAME ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION STYLE TYPE STATUS 

1 75 Coldbrook Springs Bapt is t / 463 Main 
F i r s t Church Chr is t Sc ien t is t 

Street 1842 Greek Revival B C 

2 76 Snow-Greenfield Club 466 Main Street 1881 Victorian-Mansard B C 
3 77 E l l i o t House 473 Main Street 1836 Side Hall Cottage B C 
4 78 Wright House 474 Main Street 1881 Queen Anne B C 
5 79 Ripley-Root House 479 Main Street 1834/1885 Federalist/Queen 

Anne 
6 80 Gould-Clapp-Potter House 486 Main Street 1827 Greek Revival B C 
7 82 Morgan-Allen House 491 Main Street 1816-1818 Federal B C 
8 83 Smith House 497 Main Street 1824 Federal B C 
9 84 Gr inne l l -Tuf ts House 500 Main Street 1846 Egyptianate B C 

with shed ca.l930 Vernacular S NC 
10 81 Bird-Fessenden House 

with carriage house 
488 Main Street 1845-1846 Federal B 

B 
C 
C 

11 - Hoyt House 11-15 High Street 1883 Queen Anne B C 
with carriage house Vernacular B C 

12 - Walker Funeral Home 14 High Street 1893 Neoclassical B C 
13 - Lamb House 17 High Street 1851 Greek Revival B C 
14 87 Beals House 21 High Street 1850 Bracketed V i l l a B C 
15 88 H. K. Simons House 22 High Street 1876 Stick Style B C 
16 - Geo. Arms House 23-25 High Street 1850 Bracketed V i l l a B C 

with barn Vernacular B C 
17 89 Kellogg-Conant House 28 High Street ca.l854 Greek Revival/Queen B C 

Anne 
18 - Forbes House 29 High Street ca.l850 Greek Revival B c 
19 - Packard House 32 High Street ca.l855 I t a l i ana te B c 
20 - Moors-Comstock House 35 High Street ca.1850/1880 Greek Revival B c 

with shed ca.l960 Vic tor ian addit ions B NC 
21 -

with garage 
36-38 High Street 1855 duplex B C 

with garage ca.l930 Vernacular B NC 
22 90 Taylor-Russell House 40 High Street 1855-56 I ta l i ana te B c 
23 91 Charles F ie ld House 43-45 High Street ca. 1870 Queen Anne B c 

with carriage house 
Queen Anne 

B c 
24 - Fletcher House 51 High Street ca. 1870 Stick Style B C 



page 2 Of 3 

EAST MAIN/HIGH STREET DISTRICT DATA SHEETS, PAGE TWO 

MAP INV. HISTORIC STREET DATE OF RESOURCE 
# # NAME ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION STYLE TYPE STATUS 

25 97 Fay-Griswold House 51 Church Street 1854 Italianate/Greek B C 
26 - House 46-48 Church Street ca. 1920 Colonial Revival B NC 
27 - House 44 Church Street ca. 1920 Colonial Revival B NC 
28 96 Greenfield Historic Society43 Church Street ca. 1851 Mansard B C 
29 - Wise House 40 Church Street 1864 Neoclassical/ B C 

with garage II II ca. 1950 Mansard-Vernacular B NC 
30 - Greenfield OB-GYN Assoc.. 5 Park Street ca. 1970 modern B NC 
31 - House 81 Franklin Street ca. 1880 Queen Anne B C 

with garage ca. 1930 Vernacular B NC 
32 - Burrage House 87 Franklin Street ca. 1924 Neoclassical B C 

with garage B C 
33 94 W. N. Potter House 24 Church Street ca. 1889 Shingle Style B c with carriage house B c 34 95 First Methodist Episc. 25 Church Street 1885 Tudor Revival B c Church 
35 - Eldrich House 20 Church Street ca. 1860 Gothic Revival Cottage B c with garage ca. 1900 Vernacular B c 36 - Prentice House 19 Church Street ca. 1870 Gable End Cottage B c 37 - House 1-3 Newell Court ca. 1909 Classical Revival B c 38 98 A. D. Potter Garage 13 Newell Court 1896 Industrial B c Victorian 
39 - Stevens House 18 Church Street ca. 1900 Classical Revival B c 40 93 St. James Church 8 Church Street 1847 Gothic Revival B c 41 - House 15 Park Street ca. 1920 Georgian Revival B c 

with garage 
Georgian Revival 

B c 42 - Scotts House 14 Park Street ca. 1900 Bracketed/Craftsmen B c with garage ca. 1950 Vernacular B NC 
43 - Sheldon House 11 Park Street ca. 1865 Queen Anne B C 
44 - Field House 10 Park Street 1883 Victorian B c 45 - Thayer House 7-9 Park Street ca. 1870 Gable End cottage B C 

with garage ca. 1920 Vernacular B NC 

9 
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EAST MAIN/HIGH STREET DISTRICT DATA SHEETS, PAGE THREE 

MAP INV. HISTORIC STREET DATE OF RESOURCE 
# # NAME ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION STYLE TYPE STATUJ 

46 McClellan House 3 Park Street 1850 Italianate (Tuscan) B C 
47 - Newcomb House 69 Franklin Street ca. 1865 Gable End cottage B c 48 - Crafts House 68 Franklin Street ca. 1860 Gothic Cottage B c with barn Vernacular B c 49 - Smead House 43 Franklin Street ca. 1880 Mixed B c 50 - Ward House 42 Franklin Street 1880 Queen Anne B c 51 - office building 37 Franklin Street ca. 1960 modern B NC 

with garage ca. 1930 Vernacular B NC 
52 - Howland House 34 Franklin Street ca. 1860 Bracketed (mod'd) B NC 
53 86 Isabella Russell 29 Franklin Street ca. 1890 Neoclassical B c 54 - Reed Apartments 24 Franklin Street ca. 1915 Classical Revival B c 55 - Mrs. 0. H. Fiske House 23 Franklin Street ca. 1890 similar to #49, B c with garage ca. 1940 mixed - Vernacular B NC 
56 - Washburn House 15 Franklin Street 1882 Queen Anne/Shingle B c 57 85 Greenfield Library Assoc. 7 Franklin Street 1878 Gothic Revival B c 

••"-p 
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bridge over the Connecticut River to Montague. Expansion of the local street 
grid from the Main Street axis included Church and High Streets, which 
replaced the Mohawk Trail in the area. By 1790, Greenfield's population 
reached 1,498, exceeding Deerfield as the largest of the river towns in the 
yet-to-be-established Franklin County. Changes in the town's borders affected 
i t s population, but by the end of the Federal period, in 1830, the town 
numbered 1,540. 

In 1813, a regional c iv ic center was established at Court Square when Franklin 
became one of the three counties resulting from the sp l i t of Hampshire 
County. Commercial focus expanded along Main Street from Bank Row, with a 
secondary axis stretching north on Federal Street. The town's economic base 
expanded and prospered, due to rapid commercial growth and the influx of a new 
e l i t e class of lawyers, judges and county o f f i c ia l s to the newly designated 
shiretown of the infant Franklin County. River commerce thrived, and 
trade-posts, stores, and warehouses sprung up quickly along the river at the 
Cheapside d i s t r i c t . And although l imi ted, industrial enterprises developed at 
this time, with the largest manufacturing operation being Nathaniel Russell's 
satinet m i l l , established in 1825 on the Fall River. By the 1830s, the 
Russell Mil l was the largest satinet producer in the three-county Connecticut 
Valley. 

Of the approximately two dozen structures of the Federal Period that survive 
in Greenfield, several are located on East Main Street, the earl iest settled 
portion of the East Main/High Street d i s t r i c t . As Greenfield began to grow as 
a regional center, a new e l i t e developed who did not primarily make their 
l iv ing from agriculture; lawyers, merchants, industr ia l is ts and tradespeople 
chose to l i ve closer to the burgeoning town center, and the East Main/High 
Street d i s t r i c t is the area in which they sett led. Builder Alexander Morgan 
constructed the Morgan-Allen House, at the east end of Main Street (1816-1818, 
Map #7), which became the f i r s t home of Judge Franklin Ripley, a respected 
member of the financial community and Judge of Probate from 1854 to 1858. The 
house passed into the hands of yet another important individual. Franklin R. 
Al len, in 1851. Al len, teamed with his brother William, operated S. Allen's 
Sons, a business enterprise on the corner of Main and Bank Row. Next door. 
Judge Ripley bu i l t an attract ive stone house, west of his f i r s t home, in 1834 
(Map #5). Franklin Ripley's prominence resulted from his extensive act iv i t ies 
as a community leader and his "s igni f icant" ancestry, which included Benjamin 
Franklin. These cit izens established a new neighborhood for merchants, 
lawyers, po l i t ic ians, and other active cit izens who were not involved in 
farming. 

Across the street, El i jah T. Hayden, Master Builder, and El i jah A. Gould, a 
merchant who operated a warehouse at Cheapside, combined ef for ts to build an 
expansive Greek Revival residence (Map #6). I t is reported that he financed 

continued 
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Period of s i g n i f i c a n c e ; 

Since 1816 i s a concrete date f o r the e a r l i e s t p roperty i n the 
d i s t r i c t according t o the inventory, please r e c t i f y the beginning 
date i n the period of s i g n i f i c a n c e t o be consistent w i t h t h i s . 

The Coldbrook Springs B a p t i s t Church ( F i r s t Church C h r i s t 
Science) was moved i n t o t h i s d i s t r i c t i n 1936. The church i s 
described i n both the d e s c r i p t i o n and the statement of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e as being of s u b s t a n t i a l r e l a t i v e importance w i t h i n 
the d i s t r i c t . However, the church was moved i n t o the d i s t r i c t 
outside the c u r r e n t l y defined period of s i g n i f i c a n c e ascribed t o 
the d i s t r i c t . A d d i t i o n a l l y , the church i s described as being 
" t o t a l l y r e b u i l t " at t h i s time. How was t h i s church moved? Is 
i t r e a l l y a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a r e l i g i o u s property and should 
c r i t e r i a exceptions a., b., and e. be addressed due t o the 
r e l a t i v e importance of the property t o the d i s t r i c t ? (See pg.8/3 
paragraph 4 and pg. 7/1, paragraph 2 f o r reference.) 

I n l i g h t of the above comments, please review the period of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e and r e c t i f y i t w i t h these important aspects of the 
d i s t r i c t ' s h i s t o r i c character. Also, consider the moves of 1902 
and 1936 and t h e i r r e l a t i v e importance t o the d i s t r i c t . Should 
they a p p r o p r i a t e l y be entered as s i g n i f i c a n t dates? I f the 
p r o p e r t i e s are r e l a t i v e l y important, which they seem t o be, t o 
the d i s t r i c t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e , then they should be entered t o 
r e f l e c t t h i s . 
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6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domes t i c / s ing le d w e l l i n g 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domes t ic / s ing le d w e l l i n g 
;BS^gion/ri |EI, igious s t r u c t u r e R e l i g i o n / r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e 
L i b r a r y ' S o c i a l / c i v i c , clubhouse 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n / r o a d r e l a t e d ( v e h i c u l a r ) Hea l th Care 

P r o f e s s i o n a l O f f i c e s 
7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) ' 

Early Republic: Federal foundation briclc, sfnnP, m^^r^r^ry 
Mid 19th Century; Greek Revival, Gothic Revival .walls wood, stone, hrirk, syn̂ hp̂ -̂ f̂-c 
Egyptian Revival 
Late Victorian: Victorian, Italianate. Second roof asphalt .shinglpc;, s^a^P 
Empire, Queen Anne, Stick Style, Shingle Style other 
Late 19th & 20th Century Revivals: Colonial Revival, 
Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, Modern. Other 
Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

East Main/High Street District is a residential neighborhood located just east 
of Greenfield's downtown. One of the earliest residential settlements in 
Greenfield, it contains significant structures dating from 1810 to 1910. East 
Main and High Streets form the eastern and southern edge of the district, 
which is also state Route 2A, a major east-west transportation route passing 
through town. Secondary streets extend from this artery to the west boundary, 

, Franklin Street, which lies just east of commercial developments lining 
Federal Street (Routes 5-10). The district is bounded on the north by less 
consistent, more modern residential development. 

There are 57 buildings standing in this 33-acre district, which includes two ^ 
modern commercial intrusions and three other noncontributing residences. 
Fifty one are residential structures; however, a number of them have been 
adapted for use as professional offices. Three churches, one library 
structure and a former automobile garage are also included. 

Fine old homes and well-maintained lawns define this district. Many of the 
houses, particularly those on Main Street and High Street, are set back 
approximately 50 feet and tucked behind hedges and trees. Setbacks/front 
yards on the side streets--Park, Church and Franklin--are of a much more 
modest scale. Parking lots fill two spaces where houses were demolished. ̂. . 
There are no public greenspaces. 

The architectural character of the district reflects the continual evolution 
of the neighborhood over time from the early 1800s to the early 1920s. Key 
business and political leaders settled in this district to be in close 
proximity to Greenfield as it grew in importance as a center for the county 
and regional business. Primarily upper and middle class in scale, the variety 
of styles found here reflect the wide distribution of professional, political, 
and merchant citizens who built homes in this district. Styles found in the 
district include: Federal, Georgian, Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, 
Italianate, Stick Style, Queen Anne, Mansard, and Classical Revival. A ' 
majority of these buildings are constructed of wood; but there are several 
made of brick and stone. Unfortunately, some of the structures were sided 
later with aluminum, stucco, or artificial shingles. The level of decoration 
fluctuates considerably, ranging from elaborate Victorian-Mansard detailing to 
simplified, but academic Classical decor. Several houses are said to contain 
designs of the nationally known architect Asher Benjamin. 

[ 3 See continuation sheet 
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The two ear l iest houses in the d i s t r i c t date from the 1810s and 1820s, and 
have similar two-story, 5-bay form, with side chimneys. The Morgan-Allen 
House, 491 Main Street {1816-18, Map #7), a white clapboard house with a 
hipped roof, and the Smith House, 497 Main Street {1824, Map #8), a brick 
masonry residence with a later shed dormer added across the f ront , are both 
Federal or Adam sty le. Both residences have central entry porches, with some 
elaboration at the front door. At the Morgan-Allen House, the hipped roof 
culminates with an unusual widow's walk, and the central entry of the house is 
accentuated by a secondary gable peak at the roof. The Main Street entrance 
of the Smith House features a glazed fan l igh t above the door and narrow 
sidel ights. Also Federalist in s ty le , but much later and more elaborate is 
the Bird-Fessenden House, 488 Main Street {1845-46, Map #10). An open 
veranda, detailed with harmoniously proportioned columns and half arches, 
wraps around three sides of the main brick structure, adding to the spatial 
impact of the building. The house is Jeffersonian in character, with 
fu l l -height double hung windows at the f i r s t f loor , delicate brick arches at 
doorways, and the central Palladian window over the entrance at the second 
f loor . A few early Greek Revival s t y l i s t i c elements include a dentil led 
cornice l ine and a Greek Revival pedimented roof above the central entry. The 
s ty l i s t i c evolution evident in this d i s t r i c t does not follow the s t r i c t 
chronology. As the town grew, i t s new citizens came from disparate parts of 
the country, bringing with them their own architectural preferences. Greek 
Revival style became very important in the Franklin County area, and di f ferent 
examples of i t are evident in this d i s t r i c t . The Gould-Clapp-Potter House, 
486 Main Street (1827, Map #6), is an early and unusual example of Greek 
Revival architecture. The facade, strongly organized by the Ionic temple 
motif, has four f luted two-story columns that support a central overhanging 
wood roof pediment. The central column and pediment arrangement repeats at 
the two one-story side wings. Nine t a l l chimneys accent the dark slate roof. 
This house has an unusual Southern f lavor, seen in the deep roof overhang and 
two-story columns, which may ref lect the original owner's Louisiana 
associations. As in three other residences in the d i s t r i c t , architectural 
details from the Asher Benjamin pattern books are featured in the building. 

Although not or ig inal ly located in Greenfield, one example of inst i tut ional 
Greek Revival architecture stands in the d i s t r i c t , the Coldbrook Springs 
Baptist Church/First Church of Christian Scientists, 463 Main Street (1546, 
Map #1). Moved to this location before the construction of the Quabbin 
Reservoir in 1936, parts of the structure were rebui l t with a ta l le r steeple, 
giving the church a reproduction qual i ty. Nonetheless, the main body of the 
building is an important Greek Revival structure, featuring four two-story 
f luted columns at the front porch, a pedimented roof l ine, and double doorways 
at the f ront . 

continued 
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The evolution from Greek Revival to Italianate can be seen in the styling of 
two other residences in the district, which also have direct association with 
Asher Benjamin: the Fay-Griswold House, 51 Church Street (1854, Map #25), and 
the house across Church Street from i t , the Taylor-Russell House, 40 High 
Street (1855-56, Map #22). Heavily dentilled eave detailing, tall 5/b sash, 
projecting head molding at the door and window openings, and columnated 
porches are Asher Benjamin pattern book details used in both residences. 
Beyond these Greek Revival features, the massing of the houses indicates the 
new Italianate style. The vertical proportions, bay window, and asymmetrical 
massing of the Griswold House is typical Italianate villa; the basic square 
shape of the Russell House can be said to be "Tuscan", with Italianate 
features such as the bay window on the north, horizontal flat board siding, 
and a low pitched roof. Joseph Childs, a locally popular builder, was 
responsible for the construction of both houses, as well as the Greenfield 
Historic Society, 43 Church Street (ca. 1851, Map #28). The tall stately 
windows and overall proportions suggest the Italianate style in which this 
masonry house was originally built. However, in 1886 the residence was 
thoroughly renovated, with the roof changed to the mansard style, and an 
addition built to the rear. 

The Italianate style is one of the most common in this district. The house at 
32 High Street (Map #19) has the same "Tuscan" massing as the Russell house, 
as does the house at the corner of Park and Franklin (Map #46). Villa type 
massing appears at 11 Park Street, and very simplified, two-story bracketed 
cottages, gable end to the street, are found at 9 Park Street (Map #45) and 69 
Franklin Street (Map #47). 

The bracketed villa is typified in the Beals House, High Street (1850, Map 
#14). Its asymmetrical massing, low pitched roof with a wide bracketed 
overhang, tall French windows at the porch, and veranda porch with an 
intricately detailed handrail are features typical of the style. This house 
and its identical neighbor to the north (Map #16) are fine examples of the 
bracketed villa scaled down for a new middle class of merchants and 
professionals. A few examples of Gothic Revival-style architecture appear in 
residences and a church. The Grinnell/Tufts House, 500 Main Street (1846, Map 
#9), was originally a modest Egyptian/Gothic Revival cottage, as evidenced by 
hood window moldings, unusual corner pendants at the roof, lancet arch windows 
under three roof gables, and splayed interior wood door casings. This 
prominently situated residence was enlarged considerably in 1888, when 
asymmetrical forms were added, as well as many Victorian features. The house 
was simplified again in 1929: a tower and some of the "gingerbread" 
ornamentation was removed. A small house at 68 Franklin Street (Map #48) also 
has the appearance of a small Gothic Revival cottage. 

St. James Episcopal Church, 8 Church Street (1847, Map #40), is a masonry 

continued 
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Structure with very vertical massing. I ts steep gabled roof supports a belfry 
that forms a pleasing symmetry with the rose window over the main portico and 
arched doorway. The most notable feature of the church is the stained glass, 
which is the oldest in the county and, possibly, the state. 

Many of the houses, as is clear from descriptions above, are an amalgamation 
of numerous styles. For example, the Kellogg-Conant House, 28 High Street 
(ca. 1854, Map #17), is a handsome mixture of Greek Revival and Queen Anne. 
The original house was a two-story Greek Revival cottage with pedimented 
rooflines containing round windows and brackets beneath the eaves, facing both 
Park and High Streets. Around the 1870s, an e l l , a three-story tower, and a 
columnated porch with a picturesque pagoda at the south were added to the 
building. The harmony of Greek Revival with later styles here is typical of a 
number of residences in this d i s t r i c t , such as VI_ (Map #13) and 35 (Map #20) 
High Street. 

At the beginning of the 1870s, approximately half of the structures in the 
High Street/East Main Street d i s t r i c t had been bu i l t . At this time, the 
economy of Greenfield was again growing strongly, a trend that continued 
fa i r l y consistently through the end of the century. The d i s t r i c t includes a 
wide variety of Victorian style houses, from Stick Style to High Gothic 
Revival. One of the better Stick Style houses in Greenfield is the H. K. 
Simons House, 22 High St. (1876, Map #15). This side-hall residence has an 
unusually t a l l , rectangular tower with a very elongated slate roof. The 
characteristic criss-cross stickwork appears below the cornice; this motif is 
repeated at the porch balustrade and decorative trusses at roof gables. 
Window trim is banded continuously and the porch is braced with d is t inct ive, 
arched stickwork. Another modest and simplif ied example of Stick Style is 
found at 51 High Street (Map #24), where a three-bay cottage, end gable to the 
street, has banded door and window trim also. 

The f i r s t Queen Anne v i l l a bu i l t in Greenfield is probably the Charles Field 
House, 43 High Street (ca. 1870, Map #23). I ts asymmetrical and complex 
massing, with a play of a variety of slate gables arranged over porches, 
wings, and dormers, makes a bold statement at the head of Church Street. The 
exterior f in ish was radically changed when stucco and half-timbering were 
applied in 1907 to give i t a Tudor Revival appearance. I t is possible that 
some, perhaps most, of the half-timbering was or iginal ly stickwork, alluding 
to Stick Style derivation. 

Another romantic Queen Anne v i l l a is found at 474 Main Street, the Wright 
House (1881, Map #4). This wood frame residence was designed by architect J . 
C. Currier of Holyoke for Aaron Wright, a railroad bridge builder. The 
original paint colors of clapboards and trim are reported to have been bright 
yellow, red, and brown. The roof is banded in two colors of slate and the 

continued 
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several large gables are richly carved and detailed. Although an unfortunate 
pair of additions to the south and west elevations were added to the f i r s t 
f loor in the mid 1950s, the elaborate detail on the remainder of the building 
indicates i t s advanced mid-Victorian architecture. Another possible Queen 
Anne v i l l a may be found at 14 Park Street, where a bracketed roof, with 
bracketed dormer, gables, and a front porch, indicate Queen Anne form, but the 
exterior wall material has been changed to brick, covering any former deta i l . 
The H.K. Simons House, 22 High Street (1876, Map #15), has Stick Style 
e1ements, in an elaborate, vertical composition. 

The structure adjacent to the west of the Wright house was also designed by 
J.C. Currier: the Snow-Greenfield Club, 466 Main Street (1881, Map #2). The 
building boasts an engaged front entrance turret and a south-facing porch that 
is supported by brackets extending from f lu ted, capped pairs of posts. A 
mansard roof includes two Queen Anne styled brick chimneys; large dentils 
emphasize the roof cornice. This mansard style is also found at the 
Greenfield Historical Society, 43 Church Street (Map #28), and an unusually 
eclectic version across the street, the Wise House, 40 Church Street (Map #29). 

Further s ty l i s t i c developments in Victorian residential architecture in the 
d i s t r i c t include a variant of the Shingle Style, which is exemplified by the 
W. N. Potter House, 24 Church Street (1889, Map #33). This elegant, 
volumetric three-story residence is the f inest of the period in town. 
Fishscale shingles are used on both the second and th i rd f loors; fine carving 
and exterior paneling appear in the entrance porch/second floor balcony, the 
projecting th i rd- f loor gable, and the second-floor enclosed porch (formerly a 
porte-cochere) on the south side. Windows have sixteen panes in the upper 
sash and one l igh t in the lower sash. At the roof l ine, a copper f in ia l 
decorates the point of the rounded conical roof on the three-story tower; a 
carved double volute adorns the ridge of the main hipped roof, which was once 
undoubtedly slate. Another f ine Shingle Style example is at the Washburn 
House, 15 Franklin Street (1882, Map #56); the Ward House. 42 Franklin Street 
(1880, Map #50), is a less graceful variant of the sty le. 

Another late Queen Anne residence, of mixed pedigree, is the Ripley-Root 
House, 479 Main Street (1834, 1883, Map #3). The original portion of the 
house has simple Federalist l ines: the exterior sandstone walls are in a 
random ashlar pattern with wide, irregular jo in ts unsystematically scored, 
with precisely cut granite window s i l l s and l i n t e l s . In 1883, the building 
was added to heavily, accounting for the overall Queen Anne appearance: the 
wood gable facing the street boasts peacock l ike carving and f ish scale 
shingles, and the east and west elevations have large second story 
projections, supported by massive knee braces. A stained glass oval window is 
a feature of the west elevation. 

cont inued 
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Two of the inst i tut ions in the d i s t r i c t are designed with fine but very 
di f ferent Victorian sty l ing. At the southwest corner of the d i s t r i c t is the 
Greenfield Library Association, 7 Franklin Street (1878, Map #57). Designed 
by J . R. Richards of Boston, this building is the most signif icant Gothic 
Revival structure in Greenfield. The exterior walls and buttresses are brick 
set in dark mortar, with s i l l s , l i n t e l s , and wall caps of buff-colored Ohio 
sandstone. Multiple corbels at the eaves and skewed soldier-course inset 
panels embellish the brickwork. The steeply pitched slate roof is topped with 
an elaborately detailed, narrow cupola sheathed with fishscale slate 
shingles. Most of the windows have borders of stained glass. The other 
inst i tut ional building, at the northern end of the d i s t r i c t , is styled in what 
might be termed Arts and Crafts, or Tudor Revival. The Fi rs t Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 25 Church Street (1885, Map #34), has undergone many 
transformations due to moving, additions, siding changes, and spire 
renovations. However, the overall impression remains consistently 
signif icant, and the church contains important stained glass windows. The 
primary window is of a Good Shepherd motif, unsigned, with Tiffany-style 
leading and glass, and also features unique plai t ing in the lambs. 

The lone industrial structure in the d i s t r i c t , the A. D. Potter Garage, 13 
Newell Court (1896, Map #38), is typical of most of Greenfield's 19th-century 
industrial buildings; two-story brick construction, arched windows, a low 
pitched roof, and double-hung windows with original sash are found in many 
factory and commercial buildings. The corbelled cornice is more decorative 
than most, indicative of i t s late Victorian construction. 

Just before the turn of the century, the Neoclassical style became popular, 
and a number of examples exist in the d i s t r i c t . The Isabella Russell House, 
29 Franklin Street (ca. 1890, Map #53), is one of the earl iest and best 
examples of this sty le. The house has a formal a i r : a two-story, 
four-columned front portico is the primary decoration on a simple, symmetrical 
cube, of stately proportions. The Wise House 40 Church Street (1864, Map #29) 
has Neoclassical demeanor, with wood-block quoined trim at the corners, yet i t 
predates this style by at least th i r t y years. Fourteen High Street (1893, Map 
#12) is Classical in detai l ing, and a number of other houses in the d i s t r i c t 
have the square, formal shape typical of the style (1893 Map #27, 49, 55). 
The stately residence at 15 Park Street (ca. 1920, Map #41) is a later , more 
developed version of this sty le. 

Intrusions are few in the d i s t r i c t ; the modern structures are visually 
inconsistent, though they appear to be fa i r l y unobtrusive. The medical of f ice 
building is set far back into i t s l o t , sandwiched between two parking lots on 
Church and Park Streets; the other recent commercial building has a very du l l , 
dark facade. The non/contributing structures--houses that have been 

continued 
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unsympathetical ly changed—are minor and relatively few in number. 

continued 
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Archaeological Description 
While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the d i s t r i c t , i t is 
possible that sites are present. At least twelve sites have been recorded in 
the general area (within one mi le). This factor, and locational 
characteristics of the d i s t r i c t , high level ground between the Green and 
Connecticut Rivers, indicates favorable conditions and a reasonable basis to 
expect prehistoric s i tes. The nature of later historic development also 
indicates that sites could survive in this area. While development has been 
extensive in the d i s t r i c t , i t has largely been l imited to residential 
development with some open space, rather than extensive commercial development 
with larger structures and l i t t l e open space as found elsewhere in town. 

There is signif icant historical archaeological potential within the d i s t r i c t . 
Archaeological survey and testing could help determine whether or not 
archaeological survivals exist from Colonial Period settlement in the area. 
Higher historic archaeological potential exists for the d i s t r i c t ' s 19th 
century settlement. Archaeological testing around extant residential , 
religious and civic structures could determine i f the remains of outbuilding 
and occupational-rel ated features (-trash p i ts , pr iv ies, wells) survive. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide f x ] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A [ I U B Q c O D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A Q B ^ C I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1816-1936 1902, 1936 
Community Planning & Development 

Cultural Affiliation  
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder  
N/A Asher B e n j a m i n 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The architecture of the East Main High Street Historic Distric, a 
well-preserved downtown residential district reflects Greenfield's sustained 
growth from the Federal period to the late Industrial period (1920s). There 
are 57 buildings within the district; only five are noncontributing modern 
intrusions or houses that have been altered beyond recognition. Fine examples 
of Federal, Italianate, Bracketed, Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Neoclassical 
styles were built during the period of significance. Three of the buildings 
in the district have designs influenced by a nationally renowned architect. 
One important religious building, significant both for its architecture and 
its historical associations, was moved into the district as part of the 
development of the Quabbin Reservoir in 1936, while another church original to 
the district was relocated within it in 1902. Thus the East Main/High Street 
Historic District meets Criteria A and C, and Exceptions A and B, of the 
National Register, and is important on the local level. 

Greenfield was originally included in the 8,000-acre Deerfield grant in 1673. 
In 1753, the main part of the town was established as its own district, not 
including the Cheapside district along the Deerfield River. Incorporated as 
the Town of Greenfield in 1775, its eastern district later became the Town of 
Gill in 1793, following the Fall River boundary. Cheapside was finally 
annexed to Greenfield in 1896, with the Deerfield River as its southern 
boundary. 

The earliest settled district in Greenfield was Cheapside, with white settlers 
recorded there in 1686. This settlement prompted improvement of the local 
trail system, and at this time Court Square was established as an axis. Main 
Street was defined in 1749. Then, the civic center of the town was located at 
Trap Plain Common. By 1776, the settlement included 735 individuals, many of 
whom were former Deerfield residents. At this time, seven mills were in 
operation in Greenfield, and a clothier's shop, tailor, blacksmith, and 

See continuation sheet 
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general store were doing business on Main Street. The primary town center was 
started during the Colonial period; however, due to later commercial 
development, none of the thirty-some houses/structures indicated on a 1774 map 
survive. 

During the Federal period, 1755-1840, local transportation routes to the Main 
Street axis were signi f icant ly improved, with the opening of Federal Street to 
Trap Plain Common (1787) and the construction of the Cheapside bridge over the 
Deerfield River (1798). East-west routes also improved, with the construction 
of the Fi f th Massachusetts Turnpike on Highland Avenue and the East Greenfield 
bridge over the Connecticut River to Montague. Expansion of the local street 
grid from the Main Street axis included Church and High Streets, which 
replaced the Mohawk Trail in the area. By 1790, Greenfield's population 
reached 1,498, exceeding Deerfield as the largest of the river towns in the 
yet-to-be-established Franklin County. Changes in the town's borders affected 
i t s population, but by the end of the Federal period, in 1830, the town 
numbered 1,540. 

In 1813, a regional c iv ic center was established at Court Square when Franklin 
became one of the three counties result ing from the sp l i t of Hampshire 
County. Commercial focus expanded along Main Street from Bank Row, with a 
secondary axis stretching north on Federal Street. The town's economic base 
expanded and prospered, due to rapid commercial growth and the inf lux of a new 
e l i t e class of lawyers, judges and county o f f i c ia l s to the newly designated 
shiretown of the infant Franklin County. River commerce thrived, and 
trade-posts, stores, and warehouses sprung up quickly along the r iver at the 
Cheapside d i s t r i c t . And although l imi ted, industrial enterprises developed at 
this time, with the largest manufacturing operation being Nathaniel Russell's 
satinet m i l l , established in 1825 on the Fall River. By the 1830s, the 
Russell Mil l was the largest satinet producer in the three-county Connecticut 
Valley. 

Of the approximately two dozen structures of the Federal Period that survive 
in Greenfield, several are located on East Main Street, the earl iest settled 
portion of the East Main/High Street d i s t r i c t . As Greenfield began to grow as 
a regional center, a new e l i t e developed who did not primarily make their 
l iv ing from agriculture; lawyers, merchants, industr ia l is ts and tradespeople 
chose to l ive closer to the burgeoning town center, and the East Main/High 
Street d i s t r i c t is the area in which they sett led. Builder Alexander Morgan 
constructed the Morgan-Allen House, at the east end of Main Street (1816-1818, 
Map #7), which became the f i r s t home of Judge Franklin Ripley, a respected 
member of the financial community and Judge of Probate from 1854 to 1858. The 

cont inued 
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house passed into the hands of yet another important individual. Franklin R. 
Allen, in 1851. Al len, teamed with his brother William, operated S. Allen's 
Sons, a business enterprise on the corner of Main and Bank Row. Next door, 
Judge Ripley bu i l t an attract ive stone house, west of his f i r s t home, in 1834 
(Map #5). Franklin Ripley's prominence resulted from his extensive act iv i t ies 
as a community leader and his "signi f icant" ancestry, which included Benjamin 
Franklin. These citizens established a new neighborhood for merchants, 
lawyers, po l i t ic ians, and other active citizens who were not involved in 
farming. 

Across the street, Eli jah T. Hayden, Master Builder, and Eli jah A. Gould, a 
merchant who operated a warehouse at Cheapside, combined ef for ts to build an 
expansive Greek Revival residence (Map #6). I t is reported that he financed 
the construction of the house from winnings of a Louisiana lot tery t i cket , but 
when the funds ran out, the house remained an incomplete shell for eight 
years. Subsequently, Henry Wells Clapp--a successful New York City jewelry 
maker and financier--purchased the house in 1835, when he "ret i red" to 
Greenfield. Clapp was an early investor in the John Russell Cutlery Factory 
(which eventually grew to be the largest industry in Greenfield), President of 
the Greenfield Bank, and founder of the Franklin County Agriculture Society. 
In 1892, the structure was sold to A. D. Potter, a very successful grain 
merchant and an avid auto enthusiast. George Bird, also a successful merchant 
from New York City, constructed his residence (Map #10) at the corner of High 
Street and Main Street in 1845-1846. Mrs. Bird was one of the earl iest 
downtown merchants. In 1900, the property was sold to Franklin Goodrich 
Fessenden, who had a large law practice in town, and became Judge of Superior 
Court as well as an of f icer of the Franklin Savings Ins t i tu t ion. Thus the 
earl iest Federal-period houses were the result of the growth of the new 
professional and commercial e l i t e . 

The Early Industrial Period was a time of signif icant growth in Greenfield. 
With the arr ival in 1846 of the Connecticut River Railroad, Cheapside lost i t s 
prominence and commercial prosperity as r iver t r a f f i c became less important. 
The rai l road, passing through the center of town just to the south of Main 
Street, promoted further commercial growth at the center of town, and spurred 
industrial development throughout. A successful cutlery operation became the 
largest industry in Greenfield, laying the groundwork for the toolmaking and 
tap-and-die industries of succeeding periods. The Russell cassimere-producing 
plant continued to operate at the Fall River, and three baby carriage 
factories and other small wooden tool production developed during this 
period. A number of worker, middle class, and e l i te neighborhoods in 
Greenfield developed substantially by the end of the 1850s; important 

continued 
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businessmen followed the earl ier trend and bu i l t their houses in the East 
Main/High Street d i s t r i c t . Approximately one-third of the houses in the 
d i s t r i c t date from this period, with many notable examples of the Italianate 
sty le. The Grinnell-Tufts house (Map #9) s i ts on one of the town's oldest 
s i tes, replacing a wood farmhouse or ig inal ly owned by Grennell's grandfather. 
George Grennell, the original owner of the present house, was a powerful 
lawyer and po l i t i c ian . He became a State Senator 1824-1827, Member of 
Congress 1828-1838, Registrar of Probate 1849-1853, a Clerk of Court 
1854-1861 , and also a Presidential Elector. Other act iv i t ies included a 
partnership in Grennell and Aiken Law Firm, the Presidency of the 
Greenfield-Troy Railroad, and the duties of Brigadier General. His son, James 
Seymour Grennell, who changed the spelling of his name to Grinnell , was al so a 
prominent Greenfield c i t i zen. Although admitted to the bar in 1846, he 
devoted most of his time to the study of agriculture. He was elected to the 
Senate in 1882, collected the most complete private l ibrary in Massachusetts, 
and was one of the leaders in founding the state agricultural college. 

Other key figures in Greenfield in the mid-18th century bu i l t their houses in 
this neighborhood as wel l . Henry W. Clapp had Church Street opened in 1845, 
and in 1854 sold nearby property to Charles Fay, who bu i l t his house at 51 
Church Street (1854, Map #25). Fay, or ig inal ly from Northf ield, was a partner 
in a grocery business that included Thomas Wait and Charles Field. Whiting 
Griswold purchased the property sometime around 1858 (according to period town 
maps); an important Greenfield Democrat, he was State Senator in the 1850s as 
well as a possible gubernatorial candidate, active in Civi l War po l i t i cs , an 
early supporter of women's suffrage, an of f icer of the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad, and an incorporator of the county Agricultural Society. 

Next door, Rinaldo Taylor was the f i r s t owner of an Italianate house at 40 
High Street, (1855-56, Map #22). When he was twenty-one, Taylor worked as 
editor of the Franklin Democrat, and later became the proprietor of the only 
mil l inery store in Franklin County. In 1854, he acquired the Taylor Block on 
Main Street; Taylor is also noted for having worked at the Boston Customs 
House and having participated in the 1849 Gold Rush. Nathaniel Russell, the 
founder of the satinet mi l l in Factory Hollow who also joined his brothers in 
establishing the John Russell Cutlery Company, ret ired to this house in 1864. 

Further down Church Street, popular builder J . Childs sold his newly 
constructed house (Map #28) to Thomas Wait. Wait, a f reight hauler, was also 
in the grocery business with Charles Field and Charles Fay, his Church Street 
neighbors. Around 1880, the building was sold to John Devlin, a ret ired New 
York merchant, who is responsible for i t s current appearance. 

continued 
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Two inst i tut ional buildings of the Early Industrial period survive in 
Greenfield. The oldest church building in use in town is the Coldbrook 
Springs Baptist Church/First Church of Christian Scientists (1842, Map #1), 
but i t s existence in Greenfield is relat ively new. Original ly, this Greek 
Revival-style structure stood in Coldbrook, Massachusetts, but, when the 
Greenfield Christian Scientist Society purchased the building in 1936, i t was 
moved to make way for the Quabbin Reservoir. During i t s tenure at Coldbrook, 
the building was an important part of that community; in addition to housing 
the local Baptist congregation, abol i t ion is t William Lloyd Garrison often 
spoke there, and anti-slavery groups held regular meetings. The Christian 
Scientists of Greenfield f i r s t formally organized in 1905. They met in 
various places unt i l they bought the land on which the church now s i t s , which 
or iginal ly held the residence of John Haigis (that building had burned). As 
part of the relocation of the property, the Haigas barn was incorporated into 
an e l l of the Greek Revival structure. 

In 1812, an Episcopal sect sp l i t from the main Congregational parish to form 
the Saint James Episcopal parish. William Grennell and f ive other men from 
Connecticut were founding members. They bu i l t their f i r s t church in 1813; i t 
was a New England style-meetinghouse with Gothic detai ls . After sel l ing the 
f i r s t structure to the Methodist Society in 1847, they constructed the 
existing masonry church (1847, Map #40). Springfield architect Henry Sykes, 
who designed many of Greenfield's more elaborate buildings, planned this 
church using designs from St. Mary's Church of the Virgin in Leeds, England. 
Historians believe Connecticut River shipwrights were hired to build the 
church's open trusses. I t is interesting to note that in 1816, the 
Congregationalist parish i t s e l f divided, with the Second Congregational 
Society deciding to locate their place of worship at Court Square. They used 
the second f loor of the Franklin County Courthouse unt i l their meetinghouse 
was completed in 1819. This change in religious groupings reinforced the Main 
Street/High Street axis as a center for commerce and residences for the 
merchant/lawyer/professional class. 

By 1870, the population stood at 3,589, many of whom were foreign-born, coming 
to the Greenfield area to work in many burgeoning manufacturing plants. The 
Late Industrial Period (1870-1915) was the period of Greenfield's strongest 
growth and prosperity. Tap-and-die manufacture developed strongly, ultimately 
bringing the town a worldwide reputation for excellence in this industry. 
Although a number of industries moved to Turners Falls in the 1870s and 1880s, 
Greenfield steadily outpaced i t s neighbor in economic growth, primarily due to 
i t s position as the northern railroad hub of the Connecticut Valley. A number 
of new industries developed at this time, including: Cutler, Lyons & Field, a 

cont inued 
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boot and shoe manufacturer; Emil Weissbrod, a pocketbook maker; F. A. Rugg, a 
rake producer; and A. F. Towle & Sons, silversmiths. Many of these industries 
continue to prosper in Greenfield today. 

Tremendous residential growth was achieved by the end of the period, 
establishing most of the present-day appearance of the East Main/High Street 
d i s t r i c t . Notable examples of Stick Style, Queen Anne, Shingle Style, and 
Neoclassical houses were bu i l t during this period. 

H. W. Clapp, a prominent businessman in the community, or ig inal ly owned the 
, Queen Anne v i l l a at 43 High Street (ca. 1870, Map #23). Field operated one of 

Greenfield's largest enterprises, a baby carriage factory. Following in the 
footsteps of his father, a carriage-maker. Field produced sturdy carriages, 
using the abundant supply of local ash wood, and the business grew quickly 
into a large competitive industry. Field i n i t i a l l y started out in the grocery 
business with Fay and Wait, two neighbors of his on Church Street; after his 
success with baby carriages, he lent his support to a new shoe enterprise. 
Cutler, Lyons & Field. Frederick Ulr ich, owner of the Toiletine Company, was 
the th i rd proprietor of the house; he was probably responsible for the Tudor 
Revival renovations to the house. 

Other important businessmen who bu i l t residences in the d i s t r i c t at this time 
include Newell Snow, a manufacturer (Map #2), Aaron Wright, a railroad builder 
(Map #4), and Chester Conant, a Judge of Probate who bought the Greek Revival 
residence at 28 High Street (Map #15) and completely changed the building into 
a Queen Anne style home. 

Waymes N. Potter, the original owner of the house at 24 Church Street (1889, 
Map #33), was an important businessman in Greenfield, who, in the early 1860s, 
organized his own grain business--Potter, Maynard & Co. Eventually, under the 
continued direction of his son, A. D. Potter, this enterprise became the 
largest grain dealership in the state, with a chain of twenty-six stores and 
elevators. He also was responsible for building the garage at Newell Court 
(1896, Map #38). In 1926, State Senator John Haigis bought the house and 
l ived there unt i l 1942. 

Mrs. Isabella Russell, daughter of Henry Wells Clapp, and an in-law of the 
Russells, had 29 Franklin Street (ca. 1890, Map #53) b u i l t , again f i l l i n g out 
the d i s t r i c t with middle to upper class houses. 

Religious organizations proliferated during the Late Industrial period, with 
Methodist, Unitarian, Catholic, and Baptist parishes being established during 

cont inued 
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the 19th century and Christian Scientists appearing by 1905. The Methodist 
Episcopal Society was established in 1831, under the leadership of Calvin 
Newton. Their first site was at the corner of Hope and Main, where they 
erected a modest one story building ca. 1834. In 1846, financial difficulties 
forced them to sell the church, which was then moved and converted for other 
uses. The Methodists then held services at the Town Hall until they purchased 
the former St. James Episcopal Church building and moved it to a lot on Church 
Street. Ira G. Ross designed the present building in 1883, a Shingle 
Style/Craftsman building (Map #23), with the construction completed in 1885. 
In 1902, the church was moved to the present site when room had to be made for 
the extension of Franklin Street. At this time, the Society enlarged their 
building. They erected a parsonage in 1912, so they refinished the exterior 
of the church with stucco to match the house. 

The Neoclassical style is important to the East Main/High Street Historic 
District. Within the district, the latest example of this style is the 
Burrage House on 87 Franklin Street (ca. 1924, Map # 32). 

Greenfield's industries boomed during the First World War, but the postwar 
depression took its toll, and the population started to decline in the early 
1920s. A few double-decker rental buildings were constructed in the 1910s and 
1920s in this otherwise fully developed residential neighborhood. 

In 1936, the last significant structure appeared in the district. With the 
process of disbanding communities in preparation for the creation of the 
Quabbin Reservoir well under way, the Coldbrook Springs Baptist Church was 
purchased by Greenfield's Christian Scientist coiranunity and moved into the 
nominated district. As a remnant of a community no longer standing (Coldbrook 
Springs), and as a reflection of the process of disposition and selected 
preservation of significant structures in that community and others affected 
by the development of the Quabbin, the church is of historical as well as 
architectural significance. Built in 1842 in the Greek Revival style^ it is 
one of the few structures added to the district after the close of the major 
period of significance in the 1920s and is considered a contributing feature 
of the district. 

continued 



Na 10t»O01$ 

United States Department of the Interior ^ 
National Park Service ' 2 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

East Main/ High Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
G r e e n f i e l d , Massachusetts 

Section number " Page __Z 

Archaeological Significance 
Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Greenfield, part icularly along the 
Green River, are poorly understood, any surviving sites would be signif icant. 
Sites in this area have the potential to further document native subsistence 
and settlement act iv i t ies along the Connecticut River drainage and one of i t s 
major t r ibutar ies, the Green River. Sites found in this area can also further 
document the nature of differences and/or s imi lar i t ies behind native 
adaptations between di f ferent secondary drainages in the area. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on Colonial settlement in the area, and for 
adding to the database for the period of the d i s t r i c t ' s sustained growth from 
the Federal to Late Industrial Period. Colonial Period settlement was present 
in the area; however, later development removed a l l structural examples of the 
period. Accordingly, any Colonial Period survivals would be important in 
documenting that period of Greenfield's settlement. Archaeological survivals 
of the later Federal through Late Industrial Period would also be important in 
further documenting the social, cu l tura l , and economic characteristics of 
Greenfield's inhabitants during the town's period of flourescence. 
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EAST MAIN/HIGH STREET DISTRICT DATA SHEETS 

MAP INV. HISTORIC STREET DATE OF RESOURCE 
# # NAME ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION STYLE TYPE STATUS 

1 75 Coldbrook Springs Bapt is t / 463 Main Street 1842 Greek Revival B C 
F i r s t Church Chr is t Sc ien t is t 

2 76 Snow-Greenfield Club 466 Main Street 1881 Victorian-Mansard B C 
3 77 E l l i o t House 473 Main Street 1836 Side Hall Cottage B c 
4 78 Wright House 474 Main Street 1881 Queen Anne B c 
5 79 Ripley-Root House 479 Main Street 1834/1885 Federali st/Queen 

Anne 
6 80 Gould-Clapp-Potter House 486 Main Street 1827 Greek Revival B c 
7 82 Morgan-Allen House 491 Main Street 1816-1818 Federal B c 
8 83 Smith House 497 Main Street 1824 Federal B c 
9 84 Grinnel1-Tufts House 500 Main Street 1846 Egypti anate B c 

with shed ca.l930 Vernacular S NC 
10 81 Bird-Fessenden House 488 Main Street 1845-1846 Federal B C 

with carriage house B C 
11 - Hoyt House 11-15 High Street 1883 Queen Anne B C 

with carriage house Vernacular B c 
12 - Walker Funeral Home 14 High Street 1893 Neoclassical B c 
13 - Lamb House 17 High Street 1851 Greek Revival B c 
14 87 Beals House 21 High Street 1850 Bracketed V i l l a B c 
15 88 H. K. Simons House 22 High Street 1876 Stick Style B c 
16 - Geo. Arms House 23-25 High Street 1850 Bracketed V i l l a B c 

with barn Vernacular B c 
17 89 Kel logg-Conant House 28 High Street ca.l854 Greek Revival/Queen B c 

Anne 
18 - Forbes House 29 High Street ca.l850 Greek Revival B c 
19 - Packard House 32 High Street ca.l855 I ta l i ana te B c 
20 - Moors-Comstock House 35 High Street ca.1850/1880 Greek Revival B c 

with shed 
35 High Street 

ca.l960 Victor ian addit ions B NC 
21 - 36-38 High Street 1855 duplex B c 

with garage ca.l930 Vernacular B NC 
22 90 Taylor-Russell House 40 High Street 1855-56 I ta l iana te B C 
23 91 Charles F ie ld House 43-45 High Street ca. 1870 Queen Anne B C 

with carriage house B C 
24 Fletcher House 51 High Street ca. 1870 Stick Style B c 

1 2 988 
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EAST MAIN/HIGH STREET DISTRICT DATA SHEETS, PAGE TWO 

MAP INV. HISTORIC STREET DATE OF RESOURCE 
# # NAME ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION STYLE TYPE STATUS 

25 97 Fay-Griswold House 51 Church Street 1854 Italianate/Greek B C 
26 - House 46-48 Church Street ca. 1920 Colonial Revival B NC 
27 - House 44 Church Street ca. 1920 Colonial Revival B NC 
28 96 Greenfield Historic Society43 Church Street ca. 1851 Mansard B C 
29 - Wise House 40 Church Street 1864 Neoclassical/ B C 

with garage II II ca. 1950 Mansard-Vernacular B NC 
30 - Greenfield OB-GYN Assoc.. 5 Park Street ca. 1970 modern B NC 
31 - House 81 Franklin Street ca. 1880 Queen Anne B C 

with garage ca. 1930 Vernacular B NC 
32 - Burrage House 87 Franklin Street ca. 1924 Neoclassical B C 

with garage B C 
33 94 W. N. Potter House 24 Church Street ca. 1889 Shingle Style B C 

with carriage house B C 
34 95 First Methodist Episc. 25 Church Street 1885 Tudor Revival B C 

Church 
35 - Eldrich House 20 Church Street ca. 1860 Gothic Revival Cottage B C 

with garage ca. 1900 Vernacular B C 
36 - Prentice House 19 Church Street ca. 1870 Gable End Cottage B C 
37 - House 1-3 Newell Court ca. 1909 Classical Revival B C 
38 98 A. D. Potter Garage 13 Newell Court 1896 Industrial B C 

Victorian 
39 - Stevens House 18 Church Street ca. 1900 Classical Revival B C 
40 93 St. James Church 8 Church Street 1847 Gothic Revival B C 
41 - House 15 Park Street ca. 1920 Georgian Revival B C 

with garage B C 
42 - Scotts House 14 Park Street ca. 1900 Bracketed/Craftsmen B C 

with garage ca. 1950 Vernacular B NC 
43 - Sheldon House 11 Park Street ca. 1865 Queen Anne B C 
44 - Field House 10 Park Street 1883 Victorian B C 
45 - Thayer House 7-9 Park Street ca. 1870 Gable End cottage B C 

with garage ca. 1920 Vernacular B NC 

SF' \ 2 19BB 



page 3 of 3 

EAST MAIN/HIGH STREET DISTRICT DATA SHEETS, PAGE THREE 

MAP INV. HISTORIC STREET DATE OF RESOURCE 
# # NAME ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION STYLE TYPE STATUS 

46 McClellan House 3 Park Street 1850 Italianate (Tuscan) B C 
47 - Newcomb House 69 Franklin Street ca. 1865 Gable End cottage B c 48 - Crafts House 68 Franklin Street ca. 1860 Gothic Cottage B c with barn Vernacular B c 49 - Smead House 43 Franklin Street ca. 1880 Mixed B c 50 - Ward House 42 Franklin Street 1880 Queen Anne B c 51 - office building 37 Franklin Street ca. 1960 modern B NC 

with garage ca. 1930 Vernacular B NC 
52 - Howland House 34 Franklin Street ca. 1860 Bracketed (mod'd) B NC 
53 86 Isabella Russell 29 Franklin Street ca. 1890 Neoclassical B C 
54 - Reed Apartments 24 Franklin Street ca. 1915 Classical Revival B C 
55 - Mrs. 0. H. Fiske House 23 Franklin Street ca. 1890 similar to #49, B C 

with garage ca. 1940 mixed - Vernacular B NC 
56 - Washburn House 15 Franklin Street 1882 Queen Anne/Shingle B C 
57 85 Greenfield Library Assoc. 7 Franklin Street 1878 Gothic Revival B C 

SEP \ 2 '̂^̂  
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A. 18 697040 4717990 
B. 18 697160 4717960 
C. 18 697150 4717890 
D. 18 697370 4717860 
E. 18 697250 4717490 
F. 18 697090 4717520 
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H. 18 697070 4717590 
I . 13 697070 4717650 
J. 18 697110 4717820 
K. 18 696960 4717860 
L. 18 696970 4717890 
M. 18 697010 4717880 
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January 23, 1989 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

J 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Enclosed please find the revised nomination form for the following district, 
which was returned by your office for technical corrections: 

East Main/High Street Historic District, Greenfield, Massachusetts 

All corrections have been made, as requested. Please contact me i f you have 
any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


